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PREFACE. 

The advent of Kossuth in the United States, and 
the intense interest universally felt in the cause which 
ne represents, create a demand for an American biog- 
raphy of the distinguished man, and a condensed his- 
tory of the struggle that summoned him to the council- 
chamber of State, and to the field of battle. Notices 
of both have appeared, and excellent books on Hun- 
gary are accessible to all. But many current sketches 
of the Magyar Chief, and the scenes through which 
he passed, are incorrect. Besides,' the people hava 
neither time nor inclination to study the annals of any 
nation, in detached fragments, or elaborate detail; 
a comprehensive view of great events and men, is the 
more popular and useful narrative. The volume now 
offered to the reader is designed to meet this want. 
Not only were a number of foreign works consulted, 
among which the interesting Memoirs of Count 
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r * PREFACE. 

Pulszky and his lady, and the Annals of Klapka, may 
be particularly mentioned ; but other important facta 
were furnished by the Count, and by permission the 
volume is dedicated to him, though it was not possible 
to submit the pages to his eye for correction. 

The brief Introduction by Mr. Greeley is a spirited 
glance at the mission of gifted leaders in revolutionary 
times. A large part of the Appendix was compiled 
from sources approved by the noble Hungarian to 
whom allusion has been made. 

This volume is therefore added to the records of a 
singular and brave people, whose pantings after free- 
dom have an impersonation in Louis Kossuth, with 
the hope that while it is not devoid of interest, it may 
elevate the aims of youth, and teach again the lesson 
that goodness alone can confer immortality-— that. 
moral excellence embalms the memory of even hum- 
ble benefactors of a struggling race. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

Great men, ii not made, we at least proved by great occasions. 
But for the latter, we might possess but could not certainly recognize 
and assuredly distinguish the former. How many a ■' mute, inglorious 
Milton" has gone down to the grave unheard o: beyond the nnvrow 
area of his village or neighborhood, for want of those opportunities 
■which proclaim iho Patriot and Hero, we may not know; but we may 
judge approximately from the fact that a spirit of popular resistance 
to tyranny has very rarely been crashed for want of a (it and competent 
leader of the aroused, determined masses. Tho name, of Uvmdas, of 
Armimus, of Toll, Washington, Kosciusko, Hofer : I'.ilafov uud hundred 3 
of others are inseparably blended with the groat struggles whereof they 
were severally the chiefs, and fhey serve as a cheering assurance to 
oppressed nations throughout all time that the arms of a stout-hearted 
and despot-hating people, when nerved by bold and virtuous hearts to 
strike for Liberty, will never be paralysed by the want of a competent 
head to direct their efforts. 

Of the many popular leaders who were upheaved l.y the great, con- 
Y„Von<;ofmH iiiLo the full smu-rlit of European celebrity and Ameri- 
can popular regard, the world has already definitively assigned the first 
rank to Louis Kossuth, Advocate, Deputy, Finance Miniver, and 
finally Governor of Hungary. Though not originally of tho dominant 
or Magyar race, he became of that proud, gallant and able race tho 
fervently loved and thoroughly trusted leader and champion. Though 
by birth and education of the middle class, ho was freely, unanimously 
chosen tho chief of a Constitutional State, wherein aristocracy had 
held almost boundless sway for centuries, and wherein the aristocrat 
element, though no longer fortified by exclusive privileges under the 
law, was still essentially formidable. In a tremendous struggle which 
rooked ancient monarchies to their foundations, which was irradi- 
atsdby genius, daring, heroism, and the noblest spirit of self-sacrifice- 
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-wherein almost every day was marked by some memorable event and 
hundreds developed qualities which wonld have honored any nation- 
tie name of Kossuth towered throughout peerless and alone. To him 
&r more than to that Camot of whom it was originally affirmed, be- 
Sf If T,V LaVine " or e" ni ^ d vlctorj-." Against a dynasty 
whom they had been trained for time ceoturics to honor and obcv- 
against the whole power of one of the greatest military empires of 'our 
ag- -.learns! a most sanguinary and formidable insurrection into which 
the perfidy an, of Austria drew nearly half the p^nlarion of Hun- 
gry ir^f-K,,^:!:, M:l f , wrcso „ rre5 tlJ opi((|s(; buf . thom fo]icd fa 
the justice of his cause and (he th.illing might of hi, eloquence. With 
those he created armies, munitions, money, credit and supplies bv 
Virtue of which the Austrian legions were hurled from the heart of 
Hungary ki<* across the frontier to the vieinifv of their own capital 
ll ' flclk:;j " tlldr i'^'t i'.>' the lavish eifc.sion of their blood Never was 
a revolutionary government more promptly or more formidably sub- 
jected lo |.ii<: stern ordeal f t i, s,,.^ Jm ,t , 1( , v( , r wal . 0IIL , J11C11 -T. ( , om 
pletcty successful. Unlike nearly ever other nation revolting against 
Lsurpauou, fenidy and Despotism, Hungary, when she first formally 
declared her independence, had already proved her ability 1„ nial-i- 
taiu it. She had ,,roved her se.IfsuiTioieucy a fact before she asserted 
i. as a right. And the subsequent interposition of the llussian Auto- 
crat, at the sohcilatiou of the Austrian Court, lo crush beneath Ids 
Colossal weight the liberties of Hungry, so fa, f rora disproving the 
independence of the latter, is a striking continuation of irs h Pnwe 
jnsl.ee and verity. When an Empire so formidable as the Austrian 
courses, by soliciting foreign aiii that it is unable u, govern a neigh- 
boring State, it plainly admits that its right ro do so. if it over had any 
has ceased to exist. 

_ The life of Louis Kossuth, truly portrayed, has for us many impres- 
sl'.o lessons ; among them that of " the uses of Adversity " When the 
patriotic young advocate and editor was suddenly snatched from his 
iriends and In, labors, and hurried to the dun-eons of l!„da the can- 
ine iu:d victim of a gigantic, irresistible despotism, he may well havo 
reg^-di d that, arrest as the tenninatiou of his eilurts for bis eonntrv the 
death-blow to his hopes of he, emancipation. Yet a few vears suMced 
to develop the truth that the stern ordeal of the ma !-!«<■ tor's dungeon 
without limitation of sentenee or rational hope of deliverance was an' 
essential preparation for the memorable part which he was de,tr,ed in 
the order of Providence to play in the not distant drama of Hungary's 
hberahoc, But for that ordeal, he might have been a leading Liberal 
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orator in the Diet, but would not have been called by the nation's un- 
divided voice to be the chief, the champion, the embodiment, the ara- 
m.ling .oul of her heroic struggle for Independence. And thus 
luatructed and atrengthened by the paat, we may rationally oonhfcit.y 
trust that his more recent prostration and eshe are but preludes to a 
still more triumphant restoration to a place in the govcrnm, n- cor- 
responding to that which he has never forfeited nor ceased to hold in 
the hearts of his countrymen. ■ 

Nor can we over-value the lesson taught us by Kossuth of the essen- 
rial oneness of humanity, the unity of interests, and the consequent 
atrocity and madness of alt wars waged fo, glory, for conquest or the 
base phantom misnamed national honor. It has been the fashion of 
our Fourth-oWuly orators for two generations to boast of ours as the 
only land in which »« liberty U understood and appreciated -m 
which the golden mean between anarchy and despotism has been st- 
tahred-iu which men conlt submit to ho governed without ceaamg to 
be free. But at the very height of our self-complacency, a voice from 
tho fir i-anooiiia of lloinan history breaks upon our ears, which even 
„„ -lr-conceit. cannot mistake for aught hut a true and living uil.r- 
ance from the great heart of humanity. With the eloquence of De- 
mosthene. and tho sublime fervor of Isaiah, it utters burning words 
which call men of diverse creed, and races to the battle-held m which 
tho rights of all are to be asserted, the usurpations of the crafty few, 
however entrenched and hoary, aro to be overtone and stricken down. 
At first w. pause to wonder how this dweller by the far Danube, th.s 
Run this inmost Asiatic, had learned those great truths which we have 
supposed discoveries of Jefferson and the special property of ou, own 
Bepifouci but, pausing, w, disco,., that this child of AM. .has not 
,,,,'c'v imitated our fathers in their immortal declaration, but that 
what with them wore .gure. of rh.torie, o, a. least barren .abstrac- 
tions are with him living and practical veritres. They CoW ah men 
rightfully bom free and equal, but loft on. million of then- own couu 
rjanen in slavery, in part to their individual .elves, he grappled 
beldlv with serfdom and abolished it i they Mdm.i .11 men by nature 
entitled to "lift, liberty and the pursuit of happiness i» he TO»*»ri 
land, without eharge to the emancipatod serf... a. to msure them the 
means of supporting lite, enjoying liberty, and pursuing happiness in 
So home, of their ehildhood. Who eau rationally ^""^j 
that the great prineipl. of equal right, was better understood and more 
faithfully regarded in Hungary in 1848, than it was in Am.r.c. to 17781 
A," bow could the .inc.,. lover, of human right, among »• roft» to 

Hosec by G00gle 



* INTRODUCTION. 

accord to Kossuth a welcome as hearty and" as imposing as that paid, a 
quarter of a century earlier, to the great and good La Fayette 1 How 
could they hesitate to hang upon his eloquent words and cateh inspira- 
tion for new struggles for freedom aiKlJiuiiiamry ifom the light of his 
kindling eye, the sound" of his trumpet voice 1 

Yes, Kossuth has visited our shores— even as I writo, his presence 
hallows and ennobles this chief city of the western world. He is lien-, 
though unconsciously, to rebuke the degeneracy and factiousness of 
our partisan squabbles, the hollowness of our boasted love of liberty, 
if wo turn a deaf ear to the cry of the oppressed in either hemisphere, 
the sordidness of our common life and the meanness of its aims. Ho 
is here to arouse lis to a consciousness of the majesty of our national 
position and the responsibilities it involves ; to show us that we cannot 
safely sleep while despots are forging chains for the yet unfettered 
nations, as well as to bind more securely their present victims ; that, 
even if we have no regard for others' rights, we must assume an atti- 
tude of resistance to the ex^ndiv.- dominion of the Autocrat if only 
to secure our own. That " God hath made of one blood all the nations 
that dwell nu the face of the earth,"— that we should " do to others aa 
we would have them do to us, "—that we have no right to repel solici- 
tude as to the fate of tyranny's victims, by the callous question, " Am 
I my brother's keeper?"— that the free nation? of earth cannot aii'ord, 
even wore they base enough to wish, to leave each other to be assailed 
in succession by the banded might of despotism, and so overwhelmed 
and crushed— these are solemn truths which Governor Kossuth is 
among us to proclaim and enforce with the earnestness of a martyr's 
conviction and an exiled patriot's zeal. 

God grant that he may leave our soil nerved and armed for the great 
work before him— strengthened not by words of cheer only, but by 
substantial and bounteous aid. The American people arc spending at 
least one hundred millions of dollars annually for the gratification of 
vicious appetites and as much more in the indulgence of sumptuous 
tastes and ostentatious display— why should the hope that they will 
give or lend a few millions to free Hungary, and thereby insure the 
speedy emancipation of all Europe, be deemed chimerical 1 Ten mil- 
lions would be but one dollar to each adult tree person in the Union; 
is that too much to expect for such a cause 1 All Europe south of the 
Niemon is to-day a smothered volcano— only a signal is needed to 
insure its bursting into a magnificent eruption. This explosion cannot 
be delayed beyond the middle of 1852: the practical question for to- 
day is, Shall the republicans of Europe be armed, organized, prepared 
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and united, as with means they may and will be, or shall they he 
divided, crippled destitute, isolated, and so cut off m detail as they 
were m 18-19 1— There can be no question as to the leadership ot the 
eeneral movement-the linger of history (may we not venture to say 
of Providence H points rmcirbdy to Loms Kossuth as marked out 
for that position. The prayers of millions are with him; the hopes 
of hundred- of millions rest u ; >on him. His success will lilt the crush- 
in -.- m .:*ir of d^pofsra from off the breast of prostrate humanity, and 
lii'l 1 <-r rV> and w:i'l; forth erect, redeemed and disenthralled. Who 
cannot give something in aid of such a cause? Who ,$m hesitate to 
may and labor and hope for its success t 

But even if in the iiwcruiiiblo I've- vkie.i ice of God, flit upheaval tor 
which' the millions are now preparing be destined to temporary miscar- 
riage and discomfiture, the great Hungarian "'ill not, cannot fail. His 
fame at least is secure." His character has stood the ordeals oi pov- 
erty of ..rdlen "omiLier.ee. of courtly temptation, of bondage, of exalta- 
tion' of unbounded sway, of triumph, of deepest calamity, of exile, of 
H 'rt-o-,-.-s : 'nil 1 : -on and of reviving hope, and has nobly overcome 
them all He may be called to die in a palace or a dungeon, in his 
nrimc or in decrepitude, amid tears or execrations, but his place m 
history is already fixed and cannot be changed. Among orators, 
patriots statesmen exiles he has, living or dead, no superior. His 
throne is in the heart and ho can only be discrowned by tearing that 
heart from the breast of humanity. Or, rather, let mc close with the 
nobV tribute of J.ov.o L r., Bard of Freedom, and, after Hid, say- 



"A bace of nobles may die out, 
A royal line may leave no heir; 
Wise Nature sets no guards about 
Her pewter plate and wooden ware. 

"But they fail not, the kinglier breed, 
Who starry diadems attain; 
To dungeon, axe and state succeed 
Heirs of the old heroic strain. 

" The zeal of nature never cools, 
Nor is she thwarted of her ends ; 
When gapped and dulled her cheaper tools 
Theu she a saint and prophet spends. 
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" Land of the Magyars ! though it b« 
The tyrant may relink his chain, 
Already thine the victory, 
As the just Future measures gain, 

" Thou hast succeeded ; thou hast won 
The deathly travail's amplest worth; 
A nation's duty thou hast done, 
Giving a hero to our earth. 

"And he, let come what will of woe, 
Has saved the land he strove to save ; 
No Cossack hordes, no traitor's blow, 
Can quench the voice shall haunt his grave 

" 'I Kossuth am; O Future, thou, 

Tiud da'r'st t/m jmt and bh>!!'sl the vile, 
O'er this small dust in, reverence bow, 
Remembering ti'hd I m/rs u-arni!':. 

"'I Was the chosen frump v:krr':throv.gh 
Our God sent forth awakening heath; 
Came chains? Came death? The strain He blew 
Sount/s on, mitiiving chains and death.'" 

H, G 

N*w Yobe, February, 1858. 
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LIFE OE LOUIS KOSSUTH. 



BIRTH OP LOUIS KOSSUTH— EARL 

OF LAW YOUTHFUL ASPIRAT 

THROPY DURING THE RAVAGES 
POINTED REPRESENTATIVE BY 
POSITION ASH GENERAL FEATUI 
AND RACES— PRIMITIVE POLITY 



SWAY— EIGHTS A 



Louis Kossuth, Governor of Hungary, was bora 
on the 27th of April, 1802, at Monok, in the County 
of Zemplin, situated in the northern part of the king- 
dom. His father, Andreas Kossuth, was descended 
from, an ancient family who originally lived in the 
County of Turoczer, and were among those who early 
defended the cause of nationality, and suffered in 
the struggle. His mother's maiden name was Caro- 
line Weber, a woman of good mind and Protestant 
faith, who still survives to mingle with her tears of 
mourning for Hungary, and the exile, those of rejoic- 
ing over his spotless fame, and cheering prospects of 
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redeeming his fatherland* Ludwig, or Louis in our 
tongue, was an only son, and gave early indications 
of genius. Though not favored with the inheritance 
of wealth, he had the more precious blessing of paren- 
tal piety. He was a Protestant by education, and af- 
terward, to use his own words, "also by conviction." 
He succeeded in making the necessary preparations 
for entering the Calvinist College of Patak, while yet 
a boy. 

Amid the routine of recitations, and healthful ex- 
ercise, he began to feel those promptings of a free 
spirit, which he many years after, called " something 
nameless," in his breast. He graduated with the 
highest honors of the Institution, giving to young men 
of all lands an example of victory over discourage- 
ments in the pursuit of knowledge, and illustrating 
his own motto since,—" There is no difficulty to him 
that wills." 

At the age of seventeen, he commenced the study 
of law, and attended sessions of the District Court at 
Eperies, in the County of Zips, a fortified city, and 
the seat of a Lutheran College. He also went to the 
delightful town of Pesth, on the eastern bank of the 
majestic Danube, whose fortress is the stronghold of 
Buda on the opposite shore. Here the royal Courts 
were held, and Kossuth attended its sittings, to finish 
his legal studies. Having completed his course, he 
returned to Monok in 1822, then but twenty years 

* Since the first edition of this work was issued, intelligence of 
her death has been received. 
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old, and was appointed Honorary Attorney to the 
County ; an office similar to that of District Attorney 
in this country. 

He was passionately fond of manly sports, and 
gave more time to these than his profession. He was 
unconsciously preparing his frame, in the Magyar 
discipline, for the endurance of captivity, the self-de- 
nial of the battle-field, and the astonishing expendi- 
ture of energy in addressing popular assemblies, which 
has thrilled "and delighted millions. Nor was he for- 
getful of his country. With indignation he met the 
tyrannical claims of Austria, and his youthful ardor 
was often expressed in burning speech and glowing 
eye, when the hand of the Hapsbnrg was laid afresh 
on some national right, and the invading claim ap- 
proached more boldly a cherished Constitution. 

While thus quietly employed in his native coun- 
ty, in 1831, the Asiatic Cholera broke out in Hunga- 
ry! It was a strange and awful visitant, and its 
havoc was like the resistless march of the plague.— 
The peasant sickened in the field and hovel, and 
suddenly lay down to die. The nature of the tern- 
He pestilence was unknown ; and there seemed no 
cause in the customary tranquillity and apparent pu- 
rity of the elements, for its mysterious work of death. 
It touched the strong man and the child, and they 
fell gasping "rata-/ water!" to quench the thirst 
that attends this fatal disease. During the fearful 
panic which prevailed, the idea seized the peasantry 
that the higher classes had poisoned the fountains. 
They rose simultaneously upon the clergy, landlords, 
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and Jews, and commenced the work of slaughter. 
Murder and pestilence then walked together along 
he streets, trntil terror and wailing spread over the 
land. This dark tragedy bronght Kossuth from his 
comparative obsonrity. He became the angel of mercy 
amid the horrors of those scenes. He sought the 
hamlets where the cholera was the most deadly, and 
lived nnder the ontsprcad wing of the Destroyer, al- 
most without repose. Measnres of relief were suggest- 
ed^ by him and nrged with snccess ; while his eloquent 
voice, dispelling the delusion which superstition and 
oppression naturally awakened, reached the frantic 
masses, And when a calm succeeded the excitement 
and the grass was green above the buried victims 
Kossuth was no longer an humble citizen. He was 
distinguished in the cottage of the poor, and the pal- 
ace of the peer. And when the opportunity was pre- 
sented, he was nominated to fill, according to an old 

7JS ""a Pl8 ° e "' "° ,W Ma « nate ™ "» Diet 
ot 1832. Several women of the nobility were the 
first to mention his name ; and he took his seat " But 
the laws then gave no influence to this kind of sub- 
stitute;" to HIM the dawn of a resplendent dayl 

Having brought Kossuth upon the arena of his coun- 
ty s political strife, it is proper and necessary to pause 
here m his career, and describe the land of his birth 
and the remote causes of that conflict between the 
people of Hungary and the House of Austria of 
which from this date he became the guiding spirit on 
the side of national honor and ancient liberties 
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Hungary will be found on the map of Europe, ly- 
ing between the forty-second and forty-ninth degrees 
of north latitude, and the sixteenth and twenty-fourth 
degrees of east longitude. It is bounded on the north 
by Moravia, Prussia, and Gallicia; east by Gallicia 
and Transylvania; south by Wallachia, Turkey and 
Sclavonia, and west by Austria proper. There is a 
distinction to be made between the Kingdom of Hun- 
gary and Hungary proper, or Provincial Hungary, aa 
it is commonly called. The former comprises not only 
Hungary proper, but also Croatia and Sclavonia ; the 
three forming a united Kingdom, with the same Con- 
stitution and Diet or Legislative Assembly. 

Hungary proper has an area of eighty thousand 
nine hundred and forty square miles, being in extent 
about the size of the six New England States, with 
the addition of Delaware and Maryland. The wes- 
tern, which is the more level part of the country, is 
commonly called Lower Hungary, and the eastern, 
■which is the more mountainous part, is generally des- 
ignated as Upper Hungary. 

There is no part of Europe more richly adorned 
with the gifts of nature, than Hungary proper. It 
has all the advantages of a healthy, and in some por- 
tions an exceedingly pure and genial climate, whose 
serene sky, and refreshing breezes, are hardly sur- 
passed by those of Italy. The appearance of the 
country, with its endless diversity of hill and valley, 
fruitful fields and luxuriant forest, is one of great 
The Danube rolls its tide of wealth through 
is, and receives at short intervals numerous 
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tributaries, from the Carpathian mountains on the 
north and east, and the Aips on the south and west, 
alone giving exhaustless fertility, sublime scenery, 
and picturesqueness to the lands through which it 
passes. The productions are, therefore, varied and 
exuberant. The same crops are annually repeated 
on the unfailing soil ; the surface is only once turned 
up to receive the seed, and a fallow is unknown ; ma- 
nure is not used, but is thrown away as injurious; 
"and yet," says a traveller in 1835, ''with the great- 
est care and labor in other places, I never saw such 
abundant produce as ill-treated, unaided nature here 
bestows upon her children. Except the olive and 
orange, there is scarcely a product of Europe which 
does not thrive in the Banat* I do not know that I 
can enumerate all the kinds of crops raised, but, 
among others, are wheat, barley, oats, rye, rice, maize, 
flax, hemp, rape, sunflowers, (for oil,) tobacco of dif- 
ferent kinds, wine, and silk, nay, even cotton, tried as 
an experiment, is said to have succeeded." In addi- 
tion to these harvests, the extensive forests, with 
which Hungary is shaded, furnish an unlimited sup- 
ply of the finest timber and fuel. It has mines of 
gold, silver, copper, lead, iron, and rock salt, and all 
varieties of valuable minerals. The stock of cattle, 
sheep, and horses is very considerable. In 1847, there 
were numbered five millions head of cattle, seventeen 



* " The Banat," says Paget, from whom the above extract is 

''!■■'■»: "« " ili-inr.i. :n :ho soulh-r.^t corner of Hungary, lyW 
bohvom the S:,oi^ .Man*, ;m,l Ihm.l,.-. and cor.^mnS the three 
counties oi Phorontal, Teraesvar, and Krass." 
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millions of sheep, and one million of horses. The 
rivers abound in fish, and also afford great advantages 
for intercourse and trade."* 

We should naturally expect to find that a country 
blessed -with so many physical advantages would pre- 
sent a marked history in the annals of nations. In 
this we are not disappointed. The history of Hun- 
gary is fall of bold outlines, whose strong features 
are as conspicuous as the landmarks on her ancient 
soil, and in whose strange records we rind a theme of 
unfailing interest upon which we would willingly lin- 
ger, were we not at present summoned to the accom- 
plishment of a more specific purpose. Yet so inti- 
mately is Hungary and her history connected with the 
life of her noblest son, that wo cannot clearly treat 
of the latter, till we shall have given a cursory glance 
at the general features of the former. Hungary 
and Kossuth cannot be separated. Their histo- 
ries are woven together in the same great web of 
destiny. 

The annals of Hungary can be traced back till 
they become lost in the Cimmerian darkness with 
which they were early shrouded by Greek and Latin 
fable. It is, however, no part of our design to grope 
our way amid the dim shadows which veil those prim- 
itive records, and cluster around the races who in- 
habited the land. Oar work belongs to a later period, 
and commences toward the close of the ninth century, 

• For a more minute description of the country, see Malte 
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when the Magyar* race left its home on the borders 
of the Caspian Sea, crossed the Carpathian moun- 
tains, ami after a. short but severe struggle, in which 
their natno became synonymous with martial courage 
and bravery, drove out the inhabitants and made 
themselves undisputed masters of Hungary. 

The original character of the race they have pre- 
served to this day. It was bold ami courageous, full 
of energy and activity, generous, high-spirited and 
impulsive, aiul marked, from the first, by an enthusi- 
astic love of liberty, which has in its recent develop- 
ments startled Ihiroi.ie, and baptized the banks of the 
Danube with the blood of martyrdom. It is a remark- 
able fact in confirmation of this, that when encir- 
cling nations lay groaning in vassalage, the Magyars 
possessed n, written Constitution, distinctly propound- 
ing some of those fundamental principles of civil free- 
dom which other nations were subsequently forced to 
wrest from their reluctant sovereigns on the battle- 
field. When they first invaded Hungary they were 
Pagans, and remained without any innovation upon 



* There has hfi.'ii nnrob disp:i:y rawelin;; :ho position v.'hich 
should bo assiei:i";i! the iMaQy.ev, in ;i o'.assiiioaiion of the family 
of nations. Oni' own opinion, nfier a, careful investig-alion, is as 
follows: The Caucasian Race s-hriuliL h; 1 illi it!od into the Indo- 
Gormanir, Annt>!ila:i. Iberian, TLlyriaii, T!ir>tda.n. tflni-ean, Se- 
mitic, Finnish, Turkish, Caucasian eroup, and North African 
Btocka. To the Finnish &[oi:-k. in Ibis division, \vc. assign the 
Magi'AP.s. and (he Finns, as its two brunches. The ancien'. Huns, 
whom iliti 3Iau')!ir.-, srp;)la:t:i^l in Hun^itvy, beiony not lo lim Finn- 
ish, but to the Turkish stock, hi Ik: above division. Dr. Tefft has 
fallen into an error in giving to the Huns and the Magyars a closer 
affinity than this. 
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tlieir old religion, until the 'beginning of the eleventh 
century, when the Duke* of the nation, the renowned 
St. Stephen, was converted to Christianity. His 
reign forms an era in Hungarian history. Imbued 
with the power of his new faith, he immediately ap- 
plied its sublime teachings to the temporal and spir- 
itual welfare of his people. He has been called the 
Solon of his nation. With views far beyond his age, 
he gave to the Hungarians a Constitution which 
made them then the freest people in Europe. So 
far as could be in a barbarous age, the laws seem to 
have been framed and administered upon equitable 
principles. Justice was sacredly regarded and en- 
forced in simple yet satisfactory forms. The inter- 
ests of the people were cared for, and' to a good de- 
gree made the subject of an enlightened policy. A 
National Assembly was formed, composed of the three 
orders of the nobility, who in connection with the 
Monarch were to have the general oversight of the 
nation, enacting legal codes, and establishing pro- 
visions, as the common weal required. Many of 
the statutes passed, and the modes of their administra- 
tion were, of course, extremely rude ; but as a whole 
they present a surprising advance beyond the posi- 
tion of any other realm on the continent. 

The Constitution, defining individual rights and 
duties, shows the great superiority of the Magyar 



* This was the title of the Hungarian loader in the primitive 
Consiiniikin. Stephen was the first one who assumed the rega 
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race, and the far-reaching wisdom of their lawgiver 
While we contemplate the semi-barbarous condition 
of Europe when it was promulgated, and the vague 
apprehension everywhere visible, concerning civil and 
social relations, we pause with wonder and admire 
the bright anomaly. In the Hungarian Constitu- 
tion, we see the first faint flashes of glory, heralding 
the sun of freedom, as the tints of morning betoken 
the coming day. 

In tracing the subsequent development of the civil 
polity, we are impressed with several prominent facts, 
to which we shall briefly advert. The first is, that 
for a number of generations succeeding St. Stephen, 
there is a clearly marked progression. The laws were 
more distinctly defined, and justice was more prompt- 
ly and effectually administered : the interests of the 
common people were considered with increasing care, 
while the National Assembly, the great bulwark of 
Hungarian liberty, became more prominent in the 
State, and effective in its provisions for the general 
good. The power of this body in controlling the na- 
tion continually augmented, while the prerogatives 
of the king, if they did not diminish, were yet better 
understood, and more closely guarded. To the king 
belonged the power of summoning and dispersing the 
National Assembly at his will, the sole command of 
the army, and the privilege of nominating all the 
chief officers of the kingdom. He was the executor 
of the laws when made, but had no right to create 
statutes upon his own authority. He could propose 
them to the Assembly, but until there approved they 
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had no force whatever. The general duties 
jects of this Assembly are thus specified by I 

" To maintain the old Magyar Coiiaiitution ; to support it by con- 
stitutional laws; to assert and seciii-e (lie rights, liburties, and an- 
cient customs of the nation ; to frame laws for particular cases ; to 
grant supplies and to fix the manner of their collection ; to provide 
means fur securing tin: i]i(:o]!Oiidoiicc of the nation, ii.s .iiifetv from 
]'nniiL' , :i i:)TUii.'nee. iiml its ilriivcrance from till euuniics ; to examine 
and encourage juiblii- uiuliu-hLiiiim am! r.'s!ii.!jlishiiicnis of general 
utility ; to superintend the inint ; to confer on foreigners the privi- 
leges of nobility, togother with the pevmi-iion to coloniae the coun- 
try, and to enjoy the rights of Hungarians, are the important func- 
tion:- (>[' 1.1:0 I Ll.J ILJ I iaji i!iu:."' 

This plain and just limitation of kingly authority, 
and exposition of legislative power, was a result not 
attained in a day. It followed from a long and slow 
development of the idea of civil freedom, which 
is a germ from the tree of life, sown in the bosom 
of humanity, and destined to toss its own branches 
wide and high in the sunlight of universal peace and 
well-being. 

Ideas grow, and there is in history no more stri- 
king exhibition of this truth, than the annals of Hun- 
gary afford. Though sometimes there seemed a re- 
trogression, when "the great principles which were 
finally established were forgotten amid the divisions 
and anarchy prevailing in the public councils; when 
the crown rested upon the brow of a tyrannical or 
imbecile king ; when civil wars reigned fnrough the 
State, and every right sentiment appeared perverted ; 
yet has there never been the hour when those immu- 
table principles have positively ceased to progress. 
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The hand of the Almighty, which guides nations, as 
well as the stars in their courses, is 'seen through Hun- 
garian history, bringing them forth even from politi- 
cal chaos, and pointing onward to their glorious is- 
sue. Yes, behind the clouds which despotism has 
rolled over the Magyar land, they arc working in 
muffled but mighty energy, and soon shall shake an- 
cient crowns to earth, like autumn leaves, when the 
storm succeeds the Wight of the nightly frost. 

We do not doubt it. Truths never die. Principles 
are immortal. And the great Idea of Liberty is pene- 
trating the masses, and their day is only that of prepa- 
ration for decisive conflict and abiding victory. 

" Hungary, 
Ermined and crowned, shall sit in her own sent 
In peaceful slate and sober majesty, 
And Italy, unloosening her bonds, 
By her strong will shall he at last the home 
Of broadly bused and virtuous liberty." 

The great calamity of Hungary, over which she 
mourns in the dust, was the transfer of the crown of 
St. Stephen to the reigning family of Austria. By 
intermarriage, the previous Hungarian dynasty had 
become so closely connected with the House of Haps- 
burg, that upon the death of Louis II., in 1520, Fer- 
dinand, Archduke of Austria, claimed the throne. 
This claim was at once rejected by the nation. -Hun- 
gary refused to acknowledge his right, and the Diet 
unanimously elected another to wear the crown. A 
war followed, in which Ferdinand sustained his am- 
bitious usurpation with the sword, and vanquishing 
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Lis rival, by fair promises he subdued opposition and 
was enthroned, upon taking the oath to support and 
preserve the Constitution, the 3d of February, 1527. 

At this date commences a career of perfidy and un- 
blushing crime, which saddens the indignant spirit of 
him who reads the record, and blackens the memory 
of a royal line. The House of Hapsburg from the time 
that we first discover it in the "Hawk's Nest,"* on 
the Alps, down through successive generations, has 
pursued a course of lawless ambition and fraud. Proud, 
narrow-minded— in public life continually breaking 
pledge and promise, trampling on every obligation, 
and regarding their most solemn oaths' as made to 
be violated, they have, like the House of the Hebrew 
Ahab, transmitted with deepening stains of treachery 
and blood, the robes of royalty. They have sat upon 
the throne forgetful of the Sovereign before whose 
righteous tribunal even kings must stand in judgment. 
By an artful policy, Ferdinand, the first Hungarian 
king of his line, was able to secure the election of his 
son to the throne, and in the following century the 
crown was made hereditary in the House of Hapsburg, 
while the condition was at the same time expressly 
made and agreed to, that the ancient Constitution 
should not be disturbed. 

The Emperor of Austria, absolute and irresponsible 
in his legitimate domain, was simply Constitutional 
King in Hungary. He was sovereign by the consent 
of the governed, and took a solemn oath to maintain 

* Der HiLbiclusl)r.rK. 
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the Constitution and the Statutes of the realm. He was 
pledged to protect the rights of the people, and his own 
acta subject to review by the Legislature. Hia edicts 
were void of force until approved by the Municipal 
bodies ; and his plans were limited by the popular will. 
This freedom of the Magyars was the occasion of their 
ruin. It was light blazing on the oppressor, and must 
be extinguished, or the masses under the night of his 
sway would discern their degradation and their rights. 
Before this spreading intelligence, the haughty en- 
croachments of absolutism would cease, and lie on the 
path of the people like the cross beneath the feet of 
the scornful Greek. The House of Hapsburg under 
stood perfectly the issue, and began, with undeviating 
purpose, the work of subverting, by slow and uncer- 
tain invasion, the constitution of St. Stephen. 

"When violence was impolitic, deception and fraud 
were employed. The plot was to narrow down the 
provisions and import of the ancient Instrument, until 
the genius of liberty was banished from its form, and 
the name of distinct national existence, an appendage 
to royalty. And for centuries the dark, deliberate con- 
spiracy was prosecuted against the proud Magyars, 
sending at intervals a gifted orator or dangerous noble 
to the scaffold. 

Leopold, Maria Theresa, and Ferdinand, are conspic- 
uous among the heartless and sanguinary guardians of 
despotic principles. Upon the subversion of constitu- 
tional rights, followed a limitation of religious freedom, 
and an intermeddling with provincial language, and 
modes of dress, to prevent the contagion of converse 
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and recognition among the suffering victims of tyr- 
anny 

Joseph IT. assumed the imperial purple, and refused 
to take the coronation oath of Hungary, affirming that 
the crown was his by hereditary descent. He laid his 
during hand upon the elective franchise of the people, 
and unnecessarily provoked their indignation, to gratify 
his malignant lust of power. 

Rudolph II. succeeded him, and thirsting for Protes- 
tant blood, he plotted their extermination. He en- 
forced papal claims, closed the churehes of the heretics, 
and with inquisitorial zeal and cruelty, he arraigned 
innocent peasants, and helpless women, and inarched 
them to the gallows upon bare suspicion of religious or 
civil unrest. 

The laws, literature, and conversation were com- 
manded to be in the oppressor's tongue. " The ancient 
songs of the people were no more heard in their corn- 
fields, the story-teller was silent by his native hearth, 
the workman was dumb at his bench, and a hideous 
paralysis, as of nightmare, froze up the very currents 
of the soul. Manners and customs, too, as well as 
civilization and the laws, whatever might remind the 
Magyar of his former freedom and independence, 
whatever cherished within him the seeds of nationality 
And the hope of its resurrection, whatever endeared 
him. to his brother and stood in the way of his total 
amalgamation with the race of his conqueror— all were 
washed away, as with a sponge, but a sponge wet and 
reeking with his own heart's blood." 

With an utter contempt for moral sanctions, the 
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Hapsburgs devoted their energies to carry oat tho 
principle expressed by one of their number; that hav- 
ing first reduced Hungary to beggary, he would 
nest make it a German, and afterwards a Catholic 
nation. "Faciam Hungariam prius mendicant, dein 
Germanum, postea Gatholicam." To this the Hun- 
garians could not quietly submit. They would 
not lie sullenly down, with the heel of the oppres- 
sor upon their neck, and the chains on their limbs. 
They battled long and well against both the insidi- 
ous and the open inroads of tho invader. They 
made gigantic eiforts to throw off the manacles, and 
performed heroic deeds, illuminating their historic 
page with devotion and energy, and courage ; but the 
dragon, whose deadly folds were about the nation, 
was too strong for their brave resistance. The feel- 
ings of the nation were those of universal mourning. 
They are shadowed forth in the following affecting 
extract, from a deeree made by one of their own 
Diets, and passed under Rodolph II, 1602. 

" Sorely grieved and vexed at heart, the faithful magnates ant' 
estates feel impelled— as formerly, so now— to complain to God 
and the king, that all their entreaties, remonstrances, and repre- 
sentations have never helped them to obtain even the slightest 
mitigation of their sufferings, horrors and miseries, but that (he 
same have gone on increasing from day to day, and from year to 
year. When we are told that the Hungarians are in the habit of 
coinmg ,mo Parliament with tears and all kinds of wailino-s and 
woful lament, and that when weary of sighs and of words, they 
proceed to business, we will not, indeed, deny that such is the 
case. But who is there that will command the tears of the la- 
cerated and wounded ? Who will stop the wailings of children 
when they submit their sufferings to their parents ? 



i by Google 



BIGHTS AND WRONGS. 3S 

« Nor are the grievances of Upper Hungary, Sclavonia, and other 
parts of the kingdom, less, or more endurable. In these provinces 
the soldiers take possession of the cities, market-towns, villages, 
houses and noble curias, as if they had come to them in du* 
course of inheritance. They divide the same, and treat tb* 
natives of the soil, in their own homes, not as proprietors, but a' 
vagrants or bondsmen. In many places, the foreign soldiers at 
tack and plunder the cottages of the peasantry, and the seats and 
possessions of the noblemen. They, by main force, open church- 
es and graves, rob the corpses and bones of the departed of 
their funeral dresses, and flagellate, wound and kill the fathers 
of families. By force and violence, they bear away wives from 
their husbands, children from their parents, infant daughters 
from their mothers, chaste virgins from their parental home, and 
abduct them to the haunts of infamy and vice, where — may God 
pity the bitter sufferings of the Hungarian people!— they are 
sacrificed to beastly violence, and afterwards brought back if 
ransomed with large sums of money ! 

" Large numbers of dwellers within these realms, scions of old 
and honored families, once happy in befitting affluence— now ex- 
pelled from all their possessions— wander about, naked, hungry 
and forlorn, praying for bread at every door ! 

"Such is the lamentable condition of the rest of the Hungarian 
people— a condition which even hearts of stone must pity. That 
people was once eminent in martial honors, wealth and merit; 
but, at this present time, we are bent with severe affliction, not 
on account of the tolerable dominion of the Turks and Tartars, 
but on account of the unrestrained misdeeds of foreign soldiers." 

The Hungarians submitted, but did riot yield. It 
was not in the power of despots utterly to crush 
the hopes, or break the will of such a people. They 
bore their wrongs for that dreary century ; they saw 
their name blotted out of the book of nations ; they 
saw their institutions, their laws, their popular 
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their literature, their commerce invaded 
and prostrate ; but they were still Magyars and men, 
and believed in the justice of God. But, alas I the 
aged fathers were laid in their graves before the 
triumph of justice had come. 

It will not be considered a digression, if in this 
place we ask the reader to think for a moment by 
what right it was, that Austria laid thus her wither- 
ing grasp upon this fair land. Let it be distinctly 
understood that the compact by which the crown of 
St. Stephen had been surrendered to the House of 
Hapsburg, this latter party had repeatedly broken. 
In numberless instance:?, Austria had violated the ex- 
press stipulations by which alone she could claim 
Hungary as a part of her Empire. The compact, 
therefore, which, from its very nature could remain 
only so long as both parties should fulfil its condi- 
tions, was no longer binding upon Hungary. Still 
farther, when considering the question of right, we 
do not hesitate to make the assertion, that no king 
has a right to rule any people against their will. 
If they do not choose to accept him as their sove- 
reign, his authority over them is a nullity; without 
foundation. This principle should be distinctly 
understood; for it not only lies at the basis of every 
correct notion of civil freedom, but is indispen- 
sable to the just apprehension of events which 
have echoed round the globe, and are the pre- 
cursors of greater ones at hand. If it be doubt- 
ed, we point iu illustration to that history, where God 
Himself, has distinctly recognized it. We lefer to 
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the Jewish Theocracy. God by His own admin- 
istration, places the supreme civil power m the peo- 
ple He does not assume the right to legislate as a 
National Ruhr, and arbitrarily compel submission, 
without the free consent of the governed. In the 
very nature of the case, He, as Creator, and infi- 
nitely perfect, is the moral Governor of all intelligent 
beings, but is not a civil Ruler to any people. He 
has never sustained this relation but to one Kingdom, 
and in this he did not take upon himself the reins 
of authority until the people had promptly and 
cordially accepted him as their King. 

This is a prominent and remarkable feature in the 
Hebrew State. God, thus early in the world's his- 
tory, while the thick gloom of Despotism wrapped an 
idolatrous globe, stamped the Divine impress of his 
own sanction upon the fundamental principles of free 
government. The doctrine of the divine right of 
kings, finds no support from His example. 

God affirmed that He gave the Hebrews " a King m 
his wrath," while he would not himself govern them 
without their consent. We might farther notice here, 
that even after Jehovah had been elected civil Mon- 
arch, he did not arbitrarily impose upon them a 
constitution and code of laws; but submitted these 
to the people for their adoption. Enough has been 
indicated for illustration of the point at issue. In 
the light of this fact, and from what has previous- 
ly been said, it will fully appear that Austria had 
no right to control Hungary; and that in attempt- 
ing to do so, she pursued a course of fiagrant m- 
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iquity, which if indulged by one man towards an- 
other, would be adjudged felony in every human 
court. As though the God of heaven could wink at 
injustice, any more in nations than in individuals! 
-—Impossible. 

Such, then, were the old relations between Hun- 
gary and Austria, with their ancient rights and 
wrongs ; and this the inheritance which either party 
had left to its successors. 

With the present century began a new order of things. 
The Magyars, though wronged and oppressed, yielded 
to the despotism they could not successfully resist, 
and became the impendence of Austria, in the long and 
wasting wars that attended the French Revolution. 
They were impetuous and fearless soldiers, and often 
turned the tide of victory, when the battalions of the 
Hapshurg alone, would have been swept from the 
field. 

The reward of" the monarch and bis court, was a 
continual pressure upon the helpless and sensitive 
spirit of the Hungarians: excepting an occasional in- 
terlude of mercy, to mature their despotic designs, 
during the hours of hope and thanksgiving among the 
people. But progress was made in the campaigns 
under Austrian colors. Magyars learned their value 
and strength ; and the baptism of blood roused the 
ancient energies of the race, and revived the purpose 
of demanding a restoration .of rights, rudely and 
cruelly seized by perjured Kings. 

" When, therefore, in 1832, just after the second rev- 
olution in France had driven Charles the Xth from 
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his throne, and animated the popular heart of Europe 
with aspirations for change— when, we say, the Na- 
tional Diet was convoked in 1832, it was found to be 
a diet which not only opposed Austria, but which 
cherished plans of internal reform. Although, by the 
Constitution, it was the source of all law to Hungary, 
it had not been assembled for full seven years before. 
When it did convene, the purposes of good which had 
been fermenting all over the land, in the secluded nook 
no less than in the magnate's parlor, were brought to 
a head. Its first proposal, though it was composed 
mainly of landholders, (to their glory be it said,) was 
the emancipation of the peasants,— peasants, as we 
have seen, who had been originally in a tolerably 
good condition, but who had been reduced to a state 
of almost serfdom. Its next proposal was, to make 
every inhabitant of mature age a voter, thus placing 
the liberties of the nation on the most liberal and sure 
foundation. It then ordered the restoration of the 
native language of the people by new and strong 
enactments. It incorporated a college for the revival 
of the native literature. It stimulated industry by 
commencing a system of internal improvements, and 
thus for four years went on in the same wise and 
generous spirit, to recover the lost prerogatives and 
enlarge the freedom of the whole people." 

Such exhibitions of the democratic principle, or 
foreshadowings of national independence, the Aus- 
triaus did not brook. 

Beholding in the success of these measures the 
inevitable downfall of absolutism, no means were 
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which might prevent their dreaded con- 
summation. 

The leaders in the new reforms were singled out as 
the special objects of her vengeance. The first blow- 
fell upon a venerable Magyar noble — the Baron 
Wesselenyi,* who bad ventured to stand up in the 
House of Magnates, and boldly speak his sentiments 
against the despots, "Whose policy," he said to his 
fellow-nobles, "has been from the beginning to op- 
pose your good deeds, and convert your land into a 
slavish province." He was at once arrested, and 
after a mock trial for treason, in which every principle 
of justice, and every form of law was arbitrarily set 
aside, he was adjudged guilty, and sentenced to three 
years' confinement in a dungeon. The civil law was 
expressly suspended, that the case might fall under 
military rule. 



* IV'f relates an anecdote of this nobleman which is worth pre- 
serving. The incident occurred previou-h- to [he [.'iivuni-'a'ice.i 
above recorded, but at a time when Wesselenyi was alreafiv -hV.in-- 
(nissLed as a Libert lender. S'ays 1'ai'ei : ■■"(.hie lime, '.vliei! the 
Baron was atteiidiriL' a levee of the Emperor a: Presbunv, ua: soyer- 
ly.ffn, in making liis round of :hc circle. slopped opuosTl'i! him, am] 
sliukinjrkis head yery ominously said : ■Take care.'liaron Wesse- 
lenyi, lake care what veil a. re abo'.i : . Ilecolleci. :]i:=r many ef your 
la.ialy have Urn nr.foruniate '.' (Ifis father w:is co-i(ined "for -even 
years in the KuHVieh).) ■ Unl'ovtnnate, your niaiestv, they have 
been, bar ever undeserving of ihoir misfenanes :' wa \V"or-e>iivi's 
bold and honest answer. It is only ihose who know the iiaiataal 
stiffness and decorum of an Ausu-iiui court that can conceive the 
consternation into which the whole croivii was ■hrewn by this unex- 
pected boldness. Exjilanal ions were tillered t.o Wesselenvi In soften 
down the harshness of the royal reproof, in hop-?s of arintring him tc 
beg pardon; but he could not apologize for having defi ' ' 
honor of his family, even when attacked by his sovereign." 
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This inquisitorial cruelty had no other occasion than 
the utterance of solemn convictions in open parliament, 
upon a subject legitimately up for discussion before 
the body of which he was a member. At the same 
time and by the same tribunal, several younger men, 
charged with having held a political mating, were also 
doomed to breathe the dungeon air. A statute of the 
land positively forbade imprisonment for acts fearful 
to heartless tyrants; but might makes right with 

And so the noble patriots went into the ehill and 
polluted air that spreads the poisonous mould upon 
walls, which, were they less than rock, would long ago 
have crumbled before the sighs of innocence, and the 
prayers of breaking hearts. 
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GOVERNMENT— HI 



'GIT AGE IN PRISON—SYMPATHY OP 

TEL-LED TO RELEASE THE HAPi'lVE — 
JR INFLUENCE IS REMOVED — CON- 



The vial of royal vengeance was not exhausted. 
There was one more object upon which its fury must 
fall. The man ordained by God to breast the angry- 
waves of encroaching despotism, and like another 
"Washington, unite the freemen of a hemisphere in 
the approaching struggle for rights, now attracted the 
notice of those that watched around a throne, whose 
deepening shadow concealed the elements of retrib- 
utive power. 

It was soon apparent in the Diet of 1832, that no 
ordinary citizen was present in the modest represen- 
tative of Zemplin, who had not yet passed the 
youthful period of manhood. His enthusiasm, and 
ruling love for his country, his sympathy with the 
oppressed peasants, and advocacy of every measure 
of reform, made him conspicuous, and drew around 
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him in imperishable friendship, the lord3 who intro- 
duced and supported liberal principles before the 
Diet. With Wesselenyi he was especially intimate. 
Kossuth occupied his time most successfully for the 
cause of freedom in a new direction. 

The people were ignorant of the proceedings of 
the Diet. He, resolved to remedy this fatal want of 
general intelligence, applied himself to the art of 
stenography, that he might give to the nation a full 
and authentic record of the transactions of their rep- 
resentatives. This he attempted to publish, but was 
opposed by the Palatine* who disentombed an old 
Austrian law, which forbade the "printing and pub- 
lishing" of these reports. To evade the statute and 
secure his object, he lithographed his reports, with 
a press constructed at his own expense, and in this 
form they were scattered widely over the kingdom. 
The people seized them with earnest haste. They 



* The dignity of Palatine is as old as the Hungarian Consti- 

lut : ™ i'V.^and ?aimo: \w. ronuiarod u'ici aay ot 1:1c (hionhOi 
,-,ui:i;-4i:'il i:i tho olhov ooanirios. Tho Palaiino <: elo:lrU bvnu: 
l)i,., -,„■ , ii;-. Ho is Lljo Pro-iilon' of tho Honse ol '''-orn, Lap- 



tain General 



of the Country, President of the King', 
[orao Office, Count and Captain of the J; 






.,„,! (,;■ ih, Mmao Otriw. Count ami Captain <>1 \W. Jazygs and 
Oamuns, and J'™"'! laoalonanr. of tlu- county ot Pe*l , li a 
,1:.;;. ,,-,, ■',, arose botweon the Khifl and tho RklIui, tn<- Pahmno 
v „, ( in 'ao tin; ni.xI'Mtor. If iho Kin-; was a minor, the Pa a- 
rine was his tniat'diisn. If the Kinif failod to omivoko ilio 
DIM ii «a-= ilie Piiiaiiiic's duK to do" it. In a word the Pala- 
rne hi's lo h'' Iho Warden of the Iliinirariaii Cot^hhilion. 

Tiicudi eletited bv the Diet, he must bo nomnaued ay tno 
jvi,,,- and tko Iloaso ,:,l ILqWm,^ hay,- usually comnvorh eiin,:,- 
to "havo lia- oiaoe unfilled, or to All it with one of their own 
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read to each other, and in their homes, the liberal 
and reformatory speeches of members who uttered 
the wrongs of the masses, and demanded redress. 
Suddenly, Kossuth found himself stopped in the 
midst of his work, by a positive interdict from the 
Austrian Government. Despots, like every other 
class of evil-doers, hate the light; and the House 
of Hapsburg beholding its deeds reproved, and its 
sceptre shaken by the truth, was compelled to pro- 
hibit the publication, if it would hide its shame and 
preserve its power. But the ardor of the young pa- 
triot was not cooled by the iron hand of oppression, 
laid so rudely upon his maiden efforts for captive 
liberty. 

Hiring a number of secretaries, he had the re- 
ports carefully written out, and scattered them in 
manuscript over the country, wherever his paper had 
gone. No law could be found on the rusting ta- 
bles of tyrants, or framed by them, to prohibit these 
sheets, which would not essentially destroy the free- 
dom of every kind of correspondence. But though 
the government could not forbid the circulation of 
letters, it could intercept them. Mercenaries of the 
court, were in every post-office in the land, and had 
the entire oversight of all the mail service of the 
nation. Kossuth soon found that his reports, which 
were directed to every part of the land, did not 
reach their destination. Determined to succeed, he 
resolutely established a post of his own. The wri- 
ters of the letters, who had become imbued with his 
spirit, were their carriers. By this system of private 
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, he defied the malignity and machinations 
of the court, and succeeded in transmitting his mes- 
sages to every town, and village, and hamlet of 
the kingdom. So great was the demand for them, 
that an edition of ten thousand copies was cir- 
culated, every line of which had been carefully 
viriiten out by scribes employed by this silent 
herald of freedom's footsteps. The energy which 
he manifested in carrying forward this experiment 
was amazing. Men looked on with wonder, while 
purer and bolder than Junius, this young and 
almost unknown champion of the people, pitted 
himself against Metternich and the Austrian Cabi- 
net. His mind, during the whole of this period, was 
intensely active. Besides reporting and superintend- 
ing both the copying and circulation of the debates, 
he attended all the meetings of the Diet, and the 
conferences of the deputies, read the new publica- 
tions on political economy, and studied French that 
he might be familiar with the proceedings of the 
Chambers. He allowed himself but three hours' 
sleep during the twenty-four. His mind seemed to 
need no rest, and its busy energies at this period were 
a presage of activity afterwards displayed; which 
has no parallel, unless in the mighty workings of 
Napoleon's genius. All this was but rendering him a 
more distinguished mark for the javelins of a mod- 
ern Saul. It could not be that Austria would be 
foiled without making an attempt to crush the au- 
thor of so great mischief, and increasing danger. 
She had broken up his press— placed an interdict 
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upon his paper— refused to deliver his letters; but 
had not prevented his spreading the counsels of 
the Diet before the nation. The only possible way 
to stay the tide of redeeming influence, was to re- 
move the hated fountain. Kossuth saw that the 
next blow must reach his brow, but he continued 
his labors. It does not appear in his history that 
fear of . personal danger ever daunted his spirit 
trusting in God, or defeated any plan upon which 
his heart was fixed. At this time, he was once 
found by a friend walking in solemn revery along 
the pavement within the fortress of Buda ; and when 
asked the subject of his meditations, said, "I was 
looking at the casemates, for I fear I shall soon be 
quartered there." But with this fate so probably await- 
ing him, he addressed himself with increased energy 
to his mission. His patriotic endeavors had made 
the opposition to the Government more determined; 
and after the close of the Diet he removed to Pesth, 
a central and beautiful city, where he could wield 
more widely his resources of reform. 

Here he reported and circulated as before, the 
doings of the County Assemblies, but no longer con- 
fining himself to a bare record of the proceedings, 
he added to these political remarks of the keenest 
satire and most bitter denunciation. His pen was 
barbed with sharpest invective, and eloquent re- 
proach. This exasperated his haughty foe. Wes- 
selenyi and his companions had fallen, but Kossuth 
was an enemy more dreaded than all other enemies 
of royal usurpation. 
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On the evening of the 4th of May, 1837, the pa- 
triot was walking ont for lonely and quiet contem- 
plation in the vicinity of the fortress, where he had 
before been surprised in his reveries. The Danube 
was rolling in all its rushing freedom near his feet — 
— the stars were flashing in their unfettered and sol- 
emn march above him — the sighing yet soothing 
breeze came on free wing to his feverish temples — 
but his native land was in chains! His expanding 
and quickened mind wandered indignantly away 
to the palace whence went abroad the blighting 
curse upon the fairest handiwork of God. He felt, 
in the deep solitude, that Jehovah, after his own im- 
age, had made man free to think, to will and to do ; 
and his whole being rose in rebellion against the 
arrogant and blasphemous claim, that would mar 
the divine impress upon the human soul. It was 
the unutterable yearning of his heart, that every one 
oppressed, or in unjust bondage, should throw off 
the shackles, and standing upon eternal justice, ap- 
peal from him who made him a slave, to Him who 
made him a man. In the midst of these reveries, 
the Austrian myrmidons found him, and before he was 
aware of their approach,' they had seized him; in 
another moment he was blindfolded and hurried 
away to the fortress. Without explanation, with no 
crime charged upon him, and no reason assigned for 
the lawless violence, he was thrown into a loathsome 
dungeon, "there to consider," says the Austrian par- 
tisan, "in darkness and solitude, how dangerous it 
is to defy a powerful government, and to swerve 
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from the path of law and prudence ! " But the daring 
outrage was too bold a stride even for a despot. 

The news of this arrest and imprisonment went 
like a thunder-peal over Hungary, awakening pop- 
ular indignation, as widely as was known the name 
of Kossuth, and the voice of the nation rose spon- 
taneously against the cowardly and cruel seizure. 
The Hungarian people were not apprised of the 
prisoner's condition, and this only increased the 
earnestness of their remonstrance. 

It was enough to know that he was in the hands 
of Austria. The government was compelled, at the 
expiration of a year to bring him forth to trial. 
With sad thoughts for his country, he made the brief 
transit from his cell to the tribunal of Austrian jus- 
tice. The judges were on the bench, sternly wait- 
ing for the forms, of legal process ; the prisoner was 
already condemned. Kossuth, yet in early manhood, 
of medium height, attractive person, and pale from 
confinement, stood before the coldly calm and frown- 
ing arbiters of his fete. His forehead was broad 
and high, his hair of a dark and beautiful brown, 
flowing in natural ringlets around it, and his large' 
light blue eyes, shone with a two-fold expression of 
amiability and intellectual energy. All his features 
were in harmony, and stamped with penetrating 
mind and grandeur of character. His bearing was 
dignified and imposing. A man of feeling, his self- 
command was perfect, and he tranquilly looked upon 
his foes. Around that hall of justice, an excited 
multitude had gathered. The captive's name was 
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in their homes and on their hearts, and they ] 

like tumultuous waves around the walls that confined 

him. 

They anxiously awaited the issue of trial. A 
lawyer of profound research, and glowing oratory, 
he was permitted to defend himself. But on that 
hour hung mightier interests than life. The youth- 
ful patriot was to speak for Hungary; with his past 
career was identified the freedom of thought and 
speech. The concourse without, understood the 
questions pending, and these absorbed the interest of 
the prisoner at the bar. He opened his untremhling 
lips, and eloquence flowed as never before in that 
forum. He thrilled the spectators, while glancing 
along his struggle for ancient rights, and spread 
paleness on the cheeks of his astonished judges. It 
was a strange and sublime scene in the history of an 
empire. Around the fearless form, were gathered 
the hopes of millions; and the world's future was 
connected in his doom. He ceased, and in the 
interlude of silence, the murmur of suppressed emo- 
tion was heard. The pause was short ; the star- 
tled and troubled expounders of law, were in the 
meshes of their monarch. The noble, the gifted, the 
surpassingly eloquent advocate, had not changed 
the decree which was made before he confronted the 
heartless parasites of a corrupt government. He 
was condemned to four years' incarceration in the 
strong -hold of Buda for treason. 

The throng sorrowfully dispersed, and Kossuth 
was borne toward the dark and lonely towers of the 
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fortress. Before he reached the massive gates he 
was leaning his head upon his hand in mute med- 
itation, when he was asked, what were his emo- 
tions. Raising his mild, and mournful eye, he re- 
plied, " I feel something uumek^ in me." 

Into a deep, and dark dungeon within the old 
castle of Euda, he was let down to pass the lonely 
years. Amid the noisome, unwholesome vapors ex- 
haled from its cavernous depths, other state prison- 
ers had surrendered existence deemed dangerous to 
the government; and tyrants hoped that the same 
silent homicide would now add another victim to 
its list of murdered freemen. Poison or assassina- 
tion might have been used as in centuries before, 
to despatch the Hungarian, but the pestilential air 
of a dungeon was often as efficacious, and less re- 
volting to the refined cruelty of modern times. Sol- 
itary cells, and slow disease have been substituted 
for the more merciful chalice and poniard. Kos- 
suth understood his danger, and felt his privations, 
but his great heart was strong. Like Lafayette at 
Ol.nutz, suffering under the pressure of the same 
arm, he uttered no repining and suppressed emo- 
tion which might permit his captors to triumph in his 
sufferings. Thank God! his mind was yet free. 
With manly earnestness he petitioned to be supplied 
with books. For twelve cheerless months, his prayer 
was unheard. In his own words, since : 

"The first year, they gave me nothing to read, and nothing 
to write with: in the second, they came and .old me it would 
be granted to me to read something, but that I must not make 
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my choice of any political books, but only 


an indifferent one. 


I pondered a little, and knowing that a kn 


fledge of langua- 


ges was the key to sciences, I concluded thi 


it perhaps it might 


be useful to get some knowledge of the Enj 


;Iiah language, so I 


(old them I would name some books wbii 


:h would not par- 


take in {he remotest way, with politics— I 


asked for an Eng- 


lish Grammar, Shakspeare, and Walker's 


Dictionary. The 


books were given, and I sat down without 


knowing a single 


word, and begin to read the " Tempest," 


the first play of 


Shakspeare, and worked for a fortnight to g 


et through the first 


page. I have a. certain rule never to go on 


in reading anything 


without perfectly understanding what I reo 


d; so I went on, 


and by-and-bye became somewhat familia 


t with your Ian- 


guage. Now I made that choico because : 


( was forced not to 


choose a book of any political character. I 


chose hooks which 


had not the remotest connection with politic! 


i, but look Avhat an 


instrument in tin' Iruul of Providmc'!' Ijlvali 


re my little knowt- 


edge of the English language which I was ■ 


abliged to learn, be- 


cause forbidden to meddle with politics." 





So, while amid horrors that baffle description, he 
was preparing for his coming "nameless" future 
— his glorious mission. A directing Providence, in 
permitting him to tread the dungeon fioor, passed 
him through an ordeal which annealed and polished 
his immortality for its splendid part — 

" On Life's broad field of battle !" 
In his long hours of solitary thought, he discovered 
the steady light of those ultimate principles, which 
are stars in the moral firmament. They shone down 
upon Him the more clearly, as did Paradise to Milton, 
because of surrounding gloom. 

But the perishable frame was smitten by the mil- 

S 
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dew of its humid home. His unyielding spirit strug- 
gled to stay the progress of disease, which became so 
palpable, that daily walks under the eye of an officer, 
were allowed him upon the bastions of the fortress. 
This checked the progress of his decline, and with 
the companionship of ShsBspeare, he mastered the 
mysterious harp of the human heart, whose chords 
he has touched so well. 

We ask, without cant, but with solemn feeling, if 
the finger of God is not visible in this discipline and 
its issue? Kossuth became at once consecrated in 
the popular mind as a martyr. Liberal subscriptions 
were raised through the country for his mother and 
sisters, whom he had supported by his exertions, and 
who were now left without protection. Nume- 
rous public meetings were held in his behalf. The 
people, nobles and peasantry alike, instinctively rec- 
ognized their friend, and defended his cause. The 
waves of popular sentiment in his behalf swept along 
the plains and slopes of Hungary. At Vienna, with 
sympathy for the man, the democratic feeling was 
deepened into a bond of union. Associations were 
formed there, and in all the chief towns and villages 
of the Maygar land, to sustain the natural rights of 
humanity against the arrogant, pretensions of reigning 
despotism. 

In the second year of his imprisonment, Austria again 
needed Hungarian assistance. The threatening as- 
pect of affairs in the East, growing out of the relations 
between Turkey and Egypt, determined the great 
powers to increase their armaments. A new Hunga- 
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rian Diet was to meet, and Austria signified her in- 
tention of demanding an additional levy of eighteen 
thousand troops. But the people who beheld the Con- 
stitution trampled in the dust of scornful princes, in 
the captivity of its defender, were indisposed to meet 
the royal demand unless atonement were made for 
flagrant wrongs. A large body of delegates were 
chosen, pledged to refuse the supplies unless conces- 
sions were made, among which was a general am- 
nesty of prisoners, with direct reference to Wcsselenyi 
and Kossuth. The Government was advised by the 
most sagacious of the conservative party to liberate 
the captives with the exception of Kossuth, and to do 
this before the meeting of the Diet, that the release 
might not be a condition which would kindle a flame 
of excitement. But fearful of the appearance of 
yielding to popular clamor, the Cabinet temporized 
and did nothing, The Diet was opened and the con- 
test waged during six months. The opposition con- 
trolled the Chamber of Deputies, while the Govern- 
ment party held the power in the House of Magniite^. 
The struggle developed so fully the settled hostility 
of the nation, that Mettemieli and the Cabinet were 
alarmed, and in haste to obtain the regiments of men 
and close the refractory Diet. In 1840, a royal re- 
script suddenly made its appcarnnee, granting the re- 
quired amnesty, attended with conciliatory remarks, 
which immediately divided the vote for the Govern- 
ment claim. This management of the court natural- 
ly weakened the influence of the Hungarian Mag- 
nates, since they were exposed to the charge of being 
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more despotic than even the Cabinet of Metternich 
itself. 

Kossuth issued from prison on the 16th of May, 
1840, after a captivity of three years ; bearing in his 
emaciated frame, his pallid face, and sunken, glassy 
eye, traces of severe mental and physical suffering. 
But an elastic constitution, and inflexible will, had 
saved him from the hopeless wreck, Austrian ven- 
geance usually made of noble forms and souls. A 
vast multitude had gathered under the shadow of 
Buda's political inquisition, to welcome the captive. 
That night, he was escorted through the town by a 
procession of torch bearers ; in their lurid blaze, 
lighting upon the exciting scene, Austria might have 
beheld beacons "of quite another sort," a few years 
later to illumine the crimson plain. 

He found his companion, the aged Wesselenyi, 
blind ; another was a maniac, and three more were 
ready to die with disease contracted in their loath- 
some abodes. But his heart leaped for joy when he 
found that these sufferings of himself and compan- 
ions, had awakened the people, revealing the divine 
beauty of liberty, and nerving them for the conflict, 
he, prophet-like, knew was near. 

Soon after his release, Kossuth repaired for a time 
to the watering place of Farad, among the Matra 
mountains, to recruit Ids shattered health. 

" His imprisonment had done more for his influence 
than he could have effected if at liberty. The visitors 
at the watering place treated with silent respect tha 
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man who moved about among them in dressing gown 
and slippers, and whose slow steps and languid fea- 
tures disfigured with yellow spots, proclaimed him an 
invalid. Abundant subscriptions had been made for 
bis benefit and that of his family, and he now stood on 
an equality with the proudest Magnates. These had 
so often used the name of the 'martyr of the liberty 
of the press,' in pointing their speeches, that they now 
had no choice but to accept the popular verdict as 
their own. 

"Kossuth, in the mean while, mingled little with 
the society at the watering place ; but preferred, as his 
health improved, to wander among the forest-clad 
hills and lonely valleys, where, says one who there 
hecame acquainted with him, and was his frequent 
companion— 'the song of birds, a group of trees, and 
even the most insignificant phenomena of nature fur- 
nished occasions for conversation.' But now and then 
flashes would appear which showed that he was re- 
volving other things in his mind. Sometimes a chord 
would be casually struck which awoke deeper feelings, 
then his rare eloquence would burst forth with the 
fearful earnestness of conviction, and he hurled the 
sentences instinct with life and passion. The wife of 
the lord-lieutenant, the daughter of a great Magnate, 
was attracted by his appearance, and desired this com- 
panion of Kossuth to introduce him to her house 
When the desire was made known to Kossuth, the 
mysterious and nervous expression passed over his 
face, which characterizes it when excited. ' No,' he ex- 
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claimed, ' I will not go to that woman's house; her father 
subscribed four pence to buy a rope to hang me with ! ' " 
On the 10th of January, 1841, Kossuth was mar- 
ried to Teresa Mezlenji, who has since proved her- 
self to be »conjux conjuge noMlissimo digna." She 
was the young daughter of a nobleman, and inspired 
With admiration for his political career, and with 
sympathy for his fate, had with her mother, called" 
upon him in prison. A correspondence began— the 
mutual affection, which was the result, gave to Kos- 
suth an amiable and devoted wife. It was a strange- 
ly romantic marriage, associated thus with dungeon 
horrors. But the accents that came like the carol of 
the bird of Chillon, to his prison-gate, were ever after 
the reolian undertone of his stormy life. 

Kossuth had pined in the twilight that steals 
through grated windows, for daring to unmuffle the 
people's voice ; again free, he resolved to redeem the 
press. It was a bold measure, and unknown in op- 
pressed Europe, where for ages the aspirations of hu- 
manity had been stifled. A 'bookseller of Pesth, had 
received permission from Government to issue a 'peri- 
odical ; and on New-Year's day, 1841, appeared the 
first number of the Pesti Hirlap, .{Pesth Gazette.)— 
Kossuth was invited to be its principal editor. It was 
published four times a week, but its rapidly increas- 
ing subscription list, soon made it a daily paper. Its 
circulation rose rapidly to five, six, eight, ten, twelve 
thousand copies. The name, Ludwig Kossuth, 
Bent the Pesth Gazette, like the beams of i 
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the dwellings of Hungary. The peasantry were .elec- 
trified by remembered accents, that found an echo in 
their weary hearts; the unlettered formed dobs, and 
nightly listened to the reading of editorials breathing 
their own free thoughts. The great object before the 
mind of Kossuth was his country's independence 
but he knew that intelligence must precede, and the 
season of preparation herald the fruition of his hopes. 
The serf must become nature's nobleman, before the 
lifted hand of Austria could confer freedom to the na- 
tion He was, therefore, the unshrinking champion 
of the rights of the lower and middle classes against 
the exclusive privileges and immunities of the Mag- 
nates He demanded that the house tax, should be 
paid without distinction of classes, not excepting the 
highest nobility. This levelling and fearless proposi- 
tion, raised a hostile party among the nobles, who es- 
tablished a rival paper. Sustained by Government 
influence, it wielded tremendous power. When IVos- 
suth was nominated as member from Pesth for the 
Diet of 1843 it defeated Ms election. But this nei- 
ther mortified the unsuccessful candidate, nor weak- 
ened his influence with the masses. He continued 
his devotion to the press, while ho was an active 
member of the local Assembly of the Capital. Unto 
riogly advocating the concession of privileges unjust- 
ly monopolized by" the Magnates, he urged the mul- 
tiplication of schools, and the organization of mu- 
nicipal^ and progress in whatever educated the 
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Austria was not idle. She foresaw the next stride 
of the bold leader. In 1844, the ministry was changed, 
and as a consequence, the Liberals of 1838 wore dis- 
placed by Imperialists. This was followed by the 
removal of Kossuth from the editorial chair of the 
Hirlap. He now gave himself earnestly to the eman- 
cipation of the serfs, and the enfranchisement of the 
trade of Hungary, from the prohibition to import none 
but Austrian manufactures, and export no Hungarian 
goods to Austria. An association was formed, called 
the bedetgyle, pledged to consume no Austrian goods 
until the tariff was reformed. The effect of this was im- 
mediately felt. Austrian manufacturers, to preserve 
their trade, had to transplant their factories to Hun- 
gary. To repress this new-born and dreaded spirit, 
the Court at Vienna spared no resource of tyrannical 
rule. It was an attempt as vain as that to still vol- 
came throbbings. The leaders of reform from all 
parts of the kingdom were assembled at Pesth du- 
ring the quarterly fairs of 1846-7. These 'were 
thronged by the common people, before whom the 
measures of reform were publicly and repeatedly dis- 
onssed, and in every detail determined. Kossuth was 
the life and soul of the movement. His able speeches 
mcreased daily his popularity. His eloquence was 
a complete, burning utterance of practical views— of 
grievances, and their remedies. 

Nor was he alono in the deenening struggle for 
rights. The venerable Wesselenyi, whose dungeon 
had thrown over him the midnight of hopeless blind- 
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dcsp, was traversing the kingdom, to fan and concern 
trate the patriotic flame, spreading through the Mag- 
yar's domain. The cottage door flew open at his com- 
ing, and warm palms were pressed to his own. It 
was the Baron's noble revenge for his darkened orbs, 
to cheer and stir his countrymen, with his unpalsiet 1 
tongue. 
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Count Louis Batthyanyi, one of the most prom- 
inent Magyar Magnates, subsequently President of 
the Hungarian Ministry, and the most illustrious 
martyr of the Hungarian cause, was at this juncture, 
the cordial friend of Kossuth and his system of re- 
form. He brought him forward in 1847, as one of 
the two candidates from Pesth for the Diet about to 



The Government party, aware that they were in a 
decided minority, limited their opposition to defeat, if 
possible, the election of Kossuth. Stratagem was the 
last resort. The liberal party nominated Szentkiraly 
and Kossuth. The Government party also named the 
former. The royal administrator, who presided at 
the election, decided that Szentkiraly was chosen by 
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acclamation; but that a poll must be held for Kos- 
suth. Before his intention of being a candidate was 
known, the liberals had proposed M. Balla as a sec- 
ond delegate. He at once declined in favor of Kos- 
suth. Notwithstanding, the Government party cast 
their votes for him, to draw off a portion of the Libe- 
ral party from the support of Kossuth. M. Balla loud- 
ly, but unavailingly protested against the stratagem; 
and when, after a scrutiny of twelve hours, Kossuth 
was declared elected, Balla was the first to applaud. 
That night, Kossuth, Balla and Szentkiraly were 
serenaded by the citizens of Pesth, and, descending 
to the street, they walked arm in arm among the 
crowd. The Government faction was foiled com- 
pletely. Instead of sowing discord among the candi- 
dates they had united them more cordially together, 
and witnessed the election of the man whom they 
most hated and feared. The Eoyal Administrator 
was censured for not having prevented the ominous 
issue ; but the bitter reproaches he met were simply 
the language of enraged men at a triumph they could 
neither hinder nor change. 

Kossuth took his seat in the Diet: and here begins 
an era in his history. He was no longer the uninflu- 
ent-ial representative of an absent Magnate, but elect- 
ed by the suffrages of his people, he could vote and 
speak for himself and his country. The eyes' of the 
nation were upon him. On no other man did the peo- 
ple lavish so enthusiastically their wealth of love and 
confidence, and above none darkened as threatening- 
ly the frown of a quailing Government. The most 
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prominent seat in the Diet was conceded him. A 
more accomplished parliamentary orator and debater 
never rose in Parliament or Senate Chamber. He 
made a series of attacks upon the policy of the Aus- 
trian Cabinet, with distinguished skill and effect. He 
was regarded then by all parties and the entire peo- 
ple, the most finished and forceful orator that had ap- 
peared on the floor of the Hungarian Diet. "Hia 
speeches," says an enemy, "were, even at that time, 
like burning arrows which he hurled into kindred 
minds, thereby urging them to a fanatic enthusiasm. 
His oratory was like a large battery, with heavy 
pieces of ordnance, whose discharge did the most fear- 
ful execution. The poisonous sting of his interpola- 
tions, his despotic power in the house, and his in- 
trigues out of doors, formed in themselves a power — 
so to say, an army — against the stand-still policy of 
Mettcrnich." He is spoken of as the orator " with the 
flaming tongue," who hurled his fiery projectiles at 
the heads of his quailing adversaries, as though he 
revelled in his power to kill and make alive. 

Modern history furnishes nothing comparable with 
the scenes which transpired in that assembly. TJnder 
the glance of his haughty foes, Kossuth stood in con- 
scious power, battling an Empire with his eloquent 
tongue. He swept objections away as the lion brushes 
the cobwebs of morning from his path. His pauses 
were not from exhaustion, but reminded one of the 
remark applied to an English orator; that his mo- 
mentary stops, "were like the recoil of ordnance 



i ^ Google 



MEASURES FOB KEFORM. 01 

after discharge." He might fail to convince, but he 
always was heard with mute wonder. 

There were three parties in the National Assembly ; 
the old Conservatives, unwilling to break the ties that 
bound them to Austria, or to sever the chains of the 
people—the Progressives, who were determined to do 
both— and the extreme socialistic Reformers, who, on 
the ruins strown by the Democrats, like an architect 
amid the fragments of a splendid structure, wished to 
rebuild the civil and social fabric. Kossuth identified 
himself with the middle party. He scorned the para- 
sitical policy of the first, and distrusted the theories 
of the last ; but, whatever his differences with either, 
he soon fused them by the furnace-glow of his elo- 
quence, into a grand Hungarian Federation, 



fessed the warmest attachment to the throne, so loii S as ihey were 
permitted the exercise of theirrights, dating back some eight hundred 
years. They were not then either rebels or revolutionists, but erred 
rather on the side of devotion to law and order. 

" But their interna! policy showed that while they could be tolerant, 
moderate, and even too loyal to a House which had inflicted so many 
wrongs upon them, they were determined to be fearless and just in 
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respect to the people. Tbey proclaimed their objects in the following 
propositions : 

"1. That all the peasants of the Kingdom, whatever might be 
their religion or race, should be at once exempted from all urbarial 
dues and obligations to their landlords, for which the latter were to 
receive an indemnity from the State. 

" 2. That, without exception of religion or race, all the inhabitants 
of the country, noble and non-noble, should be declared equal before 
the law. 

" 3. That every inhabitant whose income amounted to ten pounds, 
(fifty dollars,) which included all persons not vagabonds or State 
paupers, should possess the elective franchise. 

" 4. That every inhabitant should bear his equal proportion of the 
expense of the GovemmeiK, by being taxed on his income. 

" 5. That the Hungarian Diet, not the Chancery at Vienna, should 
decide on tbo employment of the pablic revenue. 

" 6. That the revenue and other National interests, should be put 
into the hands of a Cabinet of native Ministers, who would be re- 
sponsible to the people, whose interests they represented. 

" Besides these mora genera! principles, ji \ vas proposed that all real 
estate should be held responsible for its owner's debts ; that the whole 
liihing system, which had been so oppressive lo the poor, should be 
abolished : that the nobles, though they were about to relinquish more 
than half their possessions, should be taxed on what remained ; that 
the Jewish and foreign inhabitants should no longer be subject to 
special legislation, but be brought under the laws common to all the 
citizens ; and that eight millions of dollars should be immediately 
expended in works of internal improvement. 

" These laws were all regularly carried through both Chambers, and 

five millions of serfs raisedin one day to the dignity of landholders and 

free citizens, the most generousand sublime legislative act on record!"* 

These points should be distinctly noticed by those 

who have delighted to charge upon Louis Kossuth 
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an alliance with the nobles to keep the peasants in 
their long-continued subjection. Never was a mora 
false, malicious fabrication circulated by Austrian hate. 
And yet, there are some professedly wise men among 
us, who have made themselves a target for ridicule in 
believing it. Of other Austrian slanders in the same 
vein, we shall have something farther to say when we 
speak of the " "War of Races." 

Owing to the mismanagement of the Imperial 
Ministry, a general stagnation of trade prevailed 
through the country. The National Bank was dis- 
trusted, and its notes refused in Hungary and Bo- 
hemia. The disorder caused by this induced a mo- 
tion of inquiry in reference to the Bank. This was 
made by the conservative deputies from the county 
of Raab, upon the 4th of March, two days after the 
news of the French Eevolution of February had 
reached Presburg, where the Assembly was holding 
its sessions. Kossuth rose to speak upon it. The tid- 
ings from Paris had profoundly impressed him. In 
his deeply impressive manner, he uttered what every 
Hungarian felt, but which no Hungarian had dared to 
speak: 

"I am happy and grateful in seconding the motion of the 
honorable member for Raab, although I am firmly convinced 
that the extraordinary features of the present time compel us 
to take our leave of private bills. I second his motion because 
I think it a fit opportunity to entreat you to be alive to 
the enormous responsibility of the moment, and to raise the 
policy of the parliament to a level with the times. The local 
question in relation to the Bank I will not new discuss. 
Jt is true, Magyars, Austria has embarrassed us long enough. 
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sembly, I for one will have no share in Lhih respond 'ii!ii.y, although 
as a citizen of our country, I may he obliged to participate ii! the 
consequences of a tartly repentance." 

In this speech was foreshadowed a revolution. It 
was talked of in. whispers at- Prcsbiirg and Vienna; 
for keen-sighted men could now catch the distant on- 
coming of the fearful struggle. Said Count Pulsky 
when he heard of it: " Next autumn our field's 
will no more be tilled by soecage; feudal institu- 
tions will disappear in Europe." 

Kossuth concluded his speech by moving an 
" Address to the throne," in which a series of re 
formatory measures were urged. "Among the fore 
most of these was the emancipation of the country 
from feudal burdens — the proprietors of the soil to 
be indemnified by the state ; equalizing taxation ■ 
a faithful administration of the revenue to be satis- 
factorily guaranteed ; the further development of 
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the representative system ; and the establishment of 
a government representing the voice of, and respon- 
sible to the nation." Not a word was littered in re- 
ply, and the motion was unanimously carried. 

The great design of Kossuth at this period, was 
to procure an entire change in the imperial adminis- 
tration. By this he anticipated not only the libera- 
tion of Hungary, but that of all the states in the 
Austrian Empire. To his own land he wished their 
old constitution restored, and to the others he de- 
sired new constitutions to bo granted, upon the same 
basis. That Hungary must be free, was to him a 
settled point; but he clearly saw that freedom could 
not be, and retain connection with Austria, unless 
that Power should yield forever and entirely its des- 
potic functions. It was an absurdity to dream of a 
constitutional King and a tyrannical Emperor, uni- 
ted in the same man. Yet it was precisely this that 
was attempted when Ferdinand took upon himself 
the coronation oaths of the King of Hungary. But 
if the constitutional King might also become a consti- 
tutional Emperor, then all that was required for free- 
dom might "be gained. 

This was Kossuth's grand scheme of bringing all 
the Austrian States into one confederacy, with tho 
Emperor's powers limited and prescribed by a free 
constitution. He no more contemplated at first a 
separation from Austria, than did "Washington and 
his compeers in the dawn of revolution design the 
severing of orli own from the mother country. He 
was willing that his nation should remain in its old 
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relation, provided its ancient constitution could be 
preserved. 

With this secured to Hungary, "It was then," 
said he, "the proper and holy mission of our nation, 
as the oldest member of the empire, and possessing 
a constitutional form of government, to raise its 
voice in behalf of those sister nations under the 
same ruler, and who are united to us by so many 
ties of relationship. Lovers of freedom, we would 
not ask liberty for ourselves alone — we would not 
boast of privileges that others did not enjoy, but 
desired to be free in fellowship with free nations 
around us. This motion was inspired by the con- 
viction that two crowns— a constitutional and des- 
potic crown — could not be worn by the same head, 
any more than two opposing dispositions can har- 
monize in the same breast, or than a man can be 
good and evil at the same time." 

In his speech above quoted, and in the address to 
the throne, moved with it, those truths were distinctly 
defined. They had fallen with a profound meaning 
upon his hearers, but the Diet was not ready for ac- 
tion. The leaven was working, and the quick eye 
of the orator discovered the issue. The Cabinet of 
native ministers, which in the first ai>;cs had always 
resided at the Magyar capital, and attended to Hun- 
garian questions, had been removed to the Austrian 
Court, and reduced to a little bureau of clerks, 
called a Chancery, a creature of imperial caprice. 

.The impossibility of independence under this sys- 
tem, was hinted in his speech, yet the crisis in pop 
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ular feeling had not come. A few days after, fol- 
lowed the Austrian Revolution A Democratic mine 
was sprung in Vienna- itself. The masses inflamed by 
Kossuth's speeches in the Diet, had risen with fierce 
determination, and boldly demanded their trampled 
rights. The troops refused to fire upon the excited 
populace, and the Emperor, terror -smitten, was the 
toy of their wrath. 

With the news from Paris ringing like a knell in 
his ear, and the wild shouts of his own subjects 
drowning every other echo, while the host surged 
and swayed around his own palace, as waves 
clasp a summit, his cowardly heart yielded to fear, 
what conscience would not have wrung from his 
unwilling hand. An imperial manifesto was issued, 
conceding all that his people had asked. Metter- 
nich was dismissed, liberty of the press was restored, 
the publicity of the law-courts was ensured— trial 
by jury was granted, and the promise given of a 
representative and free constitution, according to 
Kossuth's idea, which, suggested by him, the Vien- 
nese patriots unyieldingly demanded. The tidings 
of this successful insurrection, went like lightning 
to Presbnrg. The rumor of the outbreak was heard 
with amazement. Kossuth alone was ready for the 
storm. With great courage, wisdom, and eloquence, 
he arose before the representatives, who were dumb 
with painful surprise, and calmly yet most earnestly 
urged the proposition, to send a deputation from their 
body to the Emperor, requiring an immediate dis- 
solution of the Chancery, and the restoration of the 
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Cabinet in its place, as guaranteed by the Constitution, 
His tones grew strong and trumpet-like, his face was 
luminous with quenchless rlre, and with a graceful 
sweep of his arm, he pointed to the ministerial seats, 
made vacant by despotism, and exclaimed: 

"For six hundred years, Magyars, we formed a 
constitutional state, we will, therefore, that from 
this moment, ministers again sit upon these benches, 
to hear and answer our questions. From this day 
forth, Magyars, we wish to have a Hungarian min- 
istry 1" 

He resumed his seat. There was none to break 
the stillness. Each member, thrilled with the solemn 
appeal, and absorbed with the interests at stake, com- 
muned with his own thoughts. 

There was a sublime impressiveness in the sur- 
prise. The balance, with Hungary in one scale, and 
Austrian claims in the other, wavered before the 
breath of that single orator. The pause was brief. It 
■was the forethought of noble minds, stirred by vital 
truths, more burniugly spoken than ever before by hu- 
man lips. The response was unanimous— the de- 
cision made. A committee was chosen to repair to 
the palace. Kossuth was at the head of this band 
of heroic men; he appeared at Vienna on the 13th 
of March, 1848. The people hailed him as the 
father of their country, and their rejoicings were 
heard unceasingly in the streets of the Capital. They 
gave to his unostentatious embassy, the glory of a 
triumphal entry, and lifted him in their strong arms 
Into the palace. There he confronted the startled 



5y Google 



NEW MINISTRY FORMED. 71 

and trembling counsellors of the monarch, and him, 
the indignant impersonation of absolute principles. 
The glittering train of attendants circled away in 
that royal apnrtment, and the splendor of a throne 
against which five centuries had vainly beat, was 
over them all. The prisoner of Buda gazed without 
a blush or a fear upon him whose captive he had 
been, and thought only of the millions of Hungari- 
ans, whose freedom and future greatness were in 
his hands. It was an hour of moral grandeur sel- 
dom witnessed by King or Courtier. 

Kossuth modestly, but with the tone of a deter- 
mined heart, urged his demands. The Emperor lis- 
tened; the orator finished, and waited with the tran- 
quillity of a summit reposing in the serene heaven, 
while girdled with storms, for the reply. The mon- 
arch hesitated— the courtly throng curled the lip in 
scorn — but as the sound of many waters came the 
voices of the moving masses. This wild clamor 
gave to the eloquence of the advocate, the energy of 
conviction. Ferdinand granted the request, and 
Count Louis Batthyanyi, received the command to 
form immediately a cabinet. Let Hungary and the 
world write their names on imperishable tablets. 

Count Louis Batthyanyi, Prime Minister. 

Bertalan Szemeee, Home Affairs. 

Louis Kossuth, Finances. 

Fkancis Dkak, Justice. 

General Lazae Mezsaros, War. 

Gabor Klauzal, Trade. 

Count Stephen Szechenyi, Public "Works. 
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Baron Iosef Eotvos, Public Instruction. 
Prince Paul Esteritazy, Minister around the 
person of the King, and entrusted with the reg- 
ulation of international concerns between Hun- 
gary and the Austrian provinces, and therefore 
called Minister of Foreign Affairs. 
What Ferdinand had yielded, was extorted by 
cowardly (ear — lie quailed before the fierce resolves 
of the people. While yet the solemn vows were at 
his lips, he was meditating the basest perjury. He 
had given to Hungary her demand, but had plot- 
ted her total extinction as a nation. The means 
employed to blot a brave nation from separate ex- 
istence, disclosed a heart uuvisited by justice or 
mercy. 

Metternieh's policy had been to preserve the Aus- 
trian ascendency in Hungary by kindling jealousies 
among the races. Union was prevented, and Met- 
ternich believed that no one race would venture 
alone on rebellion. This demoniac resort was per- 
fectly adapted to the genius of the Hapsburg dynasty. 
It prevailed after Metternieh had left its councils. 
And, while yet the shouts of rejoicing rang along 
the valleys, and the bonfires were burning on the hills 
of the Maygar land, Ferdinand sent abroad his 
agents to do the work of assassins, stab the country 
in the dark, by bringing together in deadly conflict 
those who were peacefully dwelling within their 
boundary lines. The Croats, the Servians, the Wal- 
lachs, Sclaves, the Wends, the Saxons, by argu- 
ments and gold, appeals to traditional and religious 
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prejudice, and by all the reckless irutr 
which power is quick to handle aud jealousy ready 
to believe, were persuaded that the Magyars designed 
only their own elevation at the expense of the rest 
Absurd and shameful pretence; yet the races, blind- 
ed and stimulated by the prestige and power of the 
empire, rose in bloody insurrection. 

Much has been said upon this civil contest, and 
many lave been deceived by Austrian tales ; it may 
therefore be well, to give farther proof of the asser- 
tion concerning the origin of the Hungarian War. 

First, a distinct conception of the races is indispen- 
sable. 

The Magyars of Hungary are the principal race, 
though not a majority of the whole population. They 
number 5,000,000. The Wallachs number 2,317,- 
340; the Salons, 1,422,188; the Slovacks, 2,220,- 
000- the Buthenes, 350,000; the Wends, 50,000; 
the Croats, 1,352,966; the Servians, 943,000 ; and the 
Selavonians 1,000,000* The Solavic is not applied 
to any specifically, but is a generic term, including the 
Slovacks, the Oroatians, the Servians and the Selavo- 
nians. These different races have not been mingled 
to any extent, hut have preserved their distinct iden- 
tity through all the periods of Hungarian history. 
The Magyars have generally been dominant in the 
Government, although their neighbors have had a 
representation in the Diet. The question then is, 



* Hanfler's Map of the Austrian Possession*. 
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whether the efforts of Kossuth and his ( 
in the Diet of 1848, were to preserve this ascendency 
of the Magyars at the expense of other races. This 
is the charge distinctly made by Austrian writers, and 
reiterated, by papers devoted to the same interest in 
England and America. A charge so grave ought to rest 
on the clearest evidence ; but we conceive it to be un- 
sustaincd by any proof whatever. For during tho 
whole of the period now in question, there was no act 
passed by the Diet, without regard to the complete 
equality of the different classes represented. The Mag- 
yars struggled to elevate all to a higher position of free- 
dom and independence. The nobles of other na- 
tions had always stood by the side of the Magyars, 
having an equal voice in the Assembly, while in this 
Diet, the peasants of all the races enjoyed the same 
equality. Political distinctions were abolished, and 
it is worthy of particular remark and admiration, that 
this grand movement was introduced and consum- 
mated by the Maygars themselves. The race which 
has been charged with oppression, was the one by 
Which the principle of equality, of civil rights for 
all, was made a practical principle. In proof of 
this we cite the following from Alison, written with 
the laws of this period before him: 

" By unanimous votes of both houses, the Diet not only es- 
tablish^ perfect enualiiy of civil rights and public burdens 
amongst all classes, denominations and Races in Hungary and 
its Provinces, and perfect toleration for every form of religions 
worship, but, with a generosity perhaps unparalleled in the histo- 
ry of nations, and which must extort tho admiration even of those 
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mho may question the wisdom of the measure, the nobles of 
Hungary abolished their own right to exact either labor or pro- 
duce in return for the lands hold by nibarial tenure, and thus 
transferred to the peasants the absolute ownership, free and for- 
ever, of nearly half the cultivated land in the kingdom, reserv- 
ing to the origin;.!.! proprietors of the soil such conipensalion as 
the Government might award from the public funds of Hun- 
gary. More than five hundred thousand peasant families were 
thus invested with the absolute ownership of from thirty to six- 
ty acres of "land each, or about twenty millions of acres amongst 
them. The elective franchise was extended to every man pos- 
sessed of capital or property to the value of thirty pounds, or 
an annual income of ten pounds— to every man who has re- 
ceived a diploma from a university, and to every artisan who 
employs an apprentice. With the concurrence of both coun- 
tries, Hungary iind Transylvania were united, and their Diets, 
hitherto separate, were incorporated. The number of represen- 
tatives which Croatia was to send to the Diet was increased from 
three to eighteen, while the internal institutions of that province 
remained unchanged, and Hungary undertook to compensate the. 
proprietors for the lands surrendered to the peasants to an extent 
greatly exceeding the proportion of that burden which would 
fall on the public funds of the province. The complaints of the 
Croats, that the Magyars desired to impose their own language 
upon the Sclavonic population, were considered, and every rea- 
sonable ground of complaint removed. Corresponding advan- 
tages were extended to the other Sclavonic tribes, and the fun- 
damental laws of the kingdom, except in so far as they were modi- 
fied by ihfse act*, re re ained unchanged. 

" The whole of theso acts passed in March, 1848, received the 
royal assent, which, on the Ilth of April, the Emperor person- 
ally confirmed at Presburg, in the midst of the Diet. These 
acts then became statutes of the kingdom, in accordance with 
which the new responsible Hungarian ministry was formed, and 
commenced the performance of its duties with the full concur- 
rence of the emperor-king and the aid of the Archduke Pais- 
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tine. The changes that had been effected were received with 
gratitude by the peasants, and with entire satisfaction, not only 
by the population of Hungary Proper, but also by that of all 
the Sclavonic provinces. Prom Croatia more especially, the 
expression of satisfaction was loud and apparently sincere." 

This testimony is decided, and is strengthened by 
the following from Klapka : 

"Our parliamentary Opposition (headed by Kossuth) was at 
all times a st.remion.-s advocate of the Servian nationality and re- 
ligion; and in March, 1848, when the Opposition carried its 
most liberal Constitution, and when that Constitution was 
sanctioned by the King, it afforded the safest guarantee against 
the persecution and opposition of the Servian people. By vir- 
tue of the new Constitution, the peasant of Servia, like the 
peasant of Hungary, was raised to the rank of a Freeman and 
Citizen of the Slate. A voluntary surrender of property was 
made to him. His national existence was guaranteed by a free 
and independent Municipal Constitution. The Servian soldiers 
on the frontier were, according to the. despotic refutations of the 
frontier service, incapable of holding landed or any other im- 
movable property; they were ill-treated and whipped by the 
Austrian officers. The new Constitution raised them from the 
lowest depths of misery. The Hungarians received them as 
friends and brethren, for the Hungarian character was at all times 
ft stranger to na^omil animosity and riVii^ions intolerance. The 
Servians were by no means blind to the advantages of their new 
institutions. They received them with exultation. The colors 
of Hungary and Servia fluttered from their steeples. The 
Servian towns sent deputations to the Parliament, to offer their 
thanks and congratulations." 
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Croatia had less reason than any other province to 
complain of the legislation. She had previously pos- 
sessed a nalioi ml or genera,! Assembly for the regulation 
of her internal affairs, and was federally represented 
in the Diet by three deputies. Her executive was held 
by a Governor under the old feudal title of the Ban. 
She dii'Vivroi.L materially from Hungary Proper, in respect 
to religious freedom ; for Croatia would tolerate no 
public Protestant worship. But in the wise policy of 
the Hungarian Diet, while they extended in the wi- 
dest sense, freedom and equal laws, and the old feu 
dal offices of the State were abolished in Hungary, 
the dignity and power of the Ban of Croatia, were 
continued. Besides, the influence of Croatia in the 
Legislative Assembly, was increased by allowing her 
to send eighteen instead of three representatives. 
Croatians were called to fill the State employments of 
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tleir country. The use of their language was guar- 
anteed in Llicir official business ; and limitary prom- 
ised to examine all' additional demands preferred. 
In her liberality, a .step beyond justice was taken, by 
yielding to the religious intoleraisee of the province, 
by maintaining the ancient supremacy and exclusive 
do :r.i nation of the Iloinan Catholic faith. 

Let it now be especially noted, that in the general 
joy felt by the nation at tho passage of these acts, and 
those above referred to. the masses partook without 
distinction. As they received the royal sanction, a 
universal acclamation echoed .from the banks of the 
Drave, to the Carpathian summits, in which none but 
Austrian hirelings refused to join. These two facts, 
then, are sufficiently clear; first, that the various 
races had every reason to be satisfied with the legisla- 
tion of the Diet ; and second, that they really were so. 
What then were the elements of discord and revolt? 
Why should the sword so soon leap from its scabbard 
to sunder the. ties of this brotherhood, wrought with 
generous care? It was not because of the Magyar's 
wish to lord it over the Croat or the Serb. No his- 
torical fact can be more triumphantly established. 
Subsequent events have shown the rising to have 
been the result of Austrian intrigue. The insurrec- 
tionary movement was guided at Vienna. Louis Gay, 
a Croat journalist, devoted to Austria, was sent by the 
Government to his countrymen, to create hostility 
against the flnngarians, and so prepare the way for 
Hapsburg oppression. Others followed him, and the 
plot was briskly prosecuted. The Sclavio delegation. 
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which had been sent to express the gratitude of the 
provinces to their Magyar benefactors, had returned 
to their homes to be met by the emissaries of an un- 
principled court, who, with demoniac skill, were busily 
reviving the- buried dissensions of the races. 

The first point urged in opposition to the Magyars, 
was the decree of the Diet of 1832, respecting the fu- 
ture language in which the business of the Assembly 
should be transacted. Before that time the Diet had 
been a confused Babel of provincial tongues ; and it 
was to remedy the evil, that the Assembly determined 
to select a language to be used officially in national 
affairs. What dialect should be chosen but the Mag- 
yar ? This was spoken by twice as many people as 
used any other, and was the native tongue of the 
great majority of the representatives. It was, there- 
fore, judiciously and justly selected. 

Gay and his associates went back to this act, and, 
perverting its meaning, pointed to it as the interpre- 
ter of the more recent legislation of the Diet " Be- 
hold," said they, " the Magyars havo taken away 
your language, and they would now remove your na- 
tionality also. They would merge your existence in 
theirs, that they may become the more glorious there- 
by. True, they have given you some advantages, 
but these are only to lure you on the more readily to 
your own destruction as individual races. Every 
other race is to be swallowed up in the Magyar, as 
every other language has been excluded from the 
National Diet for that. Bise, and throw off the yoke 
before it shall have become so closely fastened to your 
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necks that resistance will be in vain." Still farther, 
splendid visions of Selavio supremacy were held 
before the mind. A union of all the Sclavie races, 
was the day-dream of the Croat. To take the power 
from the Magyars, and give to the Sclaves forever a 
predominance in the National Councils, was the glo- 
rious reward offered for a brief struggle. Ignorant 
ami. jealous — in every respect inferior lo the Ma.a'var^. 
the Sclaves were exposed to the delusive power of 
such appeals. 

Threatening unrest began to appear about the first 
of June. Leading members of the Servian aristoc- 
racy met at Karlowic/.. and formed a "Central Com- 
mittee of the Servian nation." They drew up a pa- 
per, entitled — Demands of the Servian People — and 
sent it on to Pesth by an angry delegation. The 
Hungarians were amazed. Some of the more dis- 
cerning saw the hidden spring of the movement, 
and pitied, more than they blamed, their deluded 
countrymen. Hoping that mild treatment mighfe 
yet win them to union, they carefully abstained from 
reproaches in return, and hoped that delay would dis- 
pel the illusion, and cool the passions of their indig- 
nant neighbors. Instead, there were isolated acts of 
revenge, followed by murder, " and soon these became 
frequent and brutal. At length came open insurrec- 
tion, and, as when the torch touches a magazine, fast 
upon the first biaze of popular excitement, the work of 
vengeance ran through the Servian and Wallaeluan 
provinces, a fraternal and horrible slaughter. The san- 
guinary atrocities are without a parallel. The Servians 
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and Wallachs fell like a troop of tigers upon the Mag- 
yars and Germans found in their confines, who, stung 
with revenge, returned the hloody attack. 

The Servians in their warfare emulated the French 
Papists under Charles IX., on St. Bartholomew's Day 
when the sluices of Paris ran blood. No age or con- 
dition was spared their avenging and savage assaults. 
At midnight, families were awakened to shriek and 
die under the assassin's club ; sleeping infants were 
torn from maternal arms, and their unoffending forma 
trodden beneath the enemy's feet ; quickly followed 
upon the imploring mother the relentless stroke. 
Sex, tears, and decaying health were no protec- 
tion in the lawless murder ol" innocence and beauty. 
Houses were burned around their inmates, and the 
fruitful plains were desolate behind the invaders. Vil- 
lages disappeared — " the fields and flocks of the un- 
prepared and unresisting inhabitants, were destroyed 
by these infuriated rebels. The voice of lamentation 
was spread over many districts. A cold shudder con- 
vulsed the Magyar nation." 

While such was the terror and suffering in the Ba- 
nat and the Bacska, Croatia and the southern prov- 
inces were ripening for a similar gory harvest. Aus- 
trian interference had destined Croatia as the central 
scene of a tragedy, whose heroic victims were the 
Magyars. To control the movement, the corrupt and 
ambitious court selected the Baron Joseph Jellachieh, 
a Croatian by birth, who had been Colonel of a Croat 
regiment in the army of Italy. He was appointed 
Ban of Croatia, and with instructions and authority 
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to lead the revolt, and to make it a final settlement with 
the Magyars. To the credit of Jellachich, it may he 
recorded, that his heart revolted from this deliberate 
treachery ; but overcome by the promises of Gov- 
ernment, and moved by the tears of the Archduchess 
Sophia, who, clasping him in her arms, declared that 
without him they were lost, he consented to enter 
upon the diabolical m.ksioit. Once committed, he pros- 
ecuted the work with energy ; he was not a man to 
falter from his purpose. With conscience driven to 
consent or silence, he was fitted for the butchery of 
■his countrymen. In many things his abilities and 
character would commend him to admiration. He 
was a poet, a scholar, and a wit. He was a bold, 
chivalrous and generous officer, highly popular among 
his soldiers, possessing an easy address and a fervid, 
enthusiastic mode of utterance, which won the affec- 
tion of the masses in his native province. His office 
of Ban, gave him the command within the limits of 
Croatia, and he hastened to use his supremacy for his 
royal master. 

His first official act was to declare the new Hunga- 
rian Ministry unauthorized to review Croatian affairs, 
and forbid the magistrates who were his satellites, to 
recognize or hold intercourse with that Assembly. 
By letters and personal appeals, he taught resistance 
to Magyar legislation. He assured his countrymen 
that open revolt would meet with encouragement and 
favor from the king. The Servian rebellion was 
quoted, and the probable-, union ■ of the Selavic races 
was still the theme. The subtle poison transfused into 
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the veins of society, spread gradually but surely, till 
the blood was on fire, leaping through all its channels 
with fever madness. Meanwhile, Kossuth and his 
brave people, were neither ignorant nor careless of 
the footsteps of their foe. He felt, with them, a heart 
throb at every echo of coming conflict. 

The tidings of the insurrection of May 14th, had 
reached the Ministry, succeeded with frequent tales 
of "barbarities committed by the Serbs,* which blanch- 
ed the check of manhood. The inventive genius of 
cruelty among them, surpasses the satanic devices of 
the Neronic persecution, 

" They bored out the eyes of men, cut off the flesh 
in strips, roasted them alive on spits, and buried them 
up to their necks, and so left them to be eaten by crows 
and swine. Still more horrible, crying yet louder for 
Heaven's vengeance, they ripped open women big with 
child, and trampled the fruit of the womb before the 
eyes of the dying mother. "f 

These increasing horrors demanded from the Min- 
istry decisive, immediate action. An army was or- 
ganized and marched to the scene of blood. The in- 
structions given to the troops, in which we distinctly 
discern the amiable spirit of the great leader, Kossuth, 
were to proceed with moderation in their treatment 
of the Serbs. He knew that with their unexampled 

* It will be understood that Serb and Servian are synony- 
mous. 

f "I affirm, on my conscience," says Pragay, "and without 
exaggeration, that hundreds upon hundreds of examples in each 
kind of these barbarities occurred." 
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atrocities, they were yet "more sinned against than 
sinning ;" and hoped that mercy, attending and pre- 
vailing over justice, might restore them to amity and 
faith. The forces sent, met the insurgents, and in 
numerous engagements were generally successful. 
The martial character of the Hungarians is unsullied. 
Of skill beyond their opportunities, and bravery un- 
yielding, recent annals are gloriously mournful proof. 
The Serbs might have seen the hopelessness of resis- 
tance, but blinded by folly, and goaded on by human 
and invisible demons, they paused only when con- 
quered, to renew more fiercely the havoc upon recov- 
ered strength. "When the campaign closed, and the 
Hungarian troops were withdrawn for a wider field, 
the volcano was calmed a moment, at the crater only. 

The struggle began with the Serbs; but to Kos- 
suth's prophetie eye, it was then no more than the 
herald-cloud of the tempest. "With deep concern he 
watched Croatia, and his pulse quickened with a 
strange and sad foreboding, as the plot thickened and 
blackened under the wing of royal treachery. 

The preparations of the Ban compelled the Minis- 
try to notice his designs. Statutes passed by the 
votes of Croatian representatives, were contemptuous- 
ly unregarded ; and the delegate despatched to re- 
monstrate against the violations of compact, was de- 
nied a reception. Preparations for war were made, 
and in defiance of all law, Jellachich had convoked 
a Croatian Assembly, by which he was designated 
the Ban and military chieftain of the province. In 
this he was not without the secret co-operation of 
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Ferdinand, who was devoting bis infantile mind, aid- 
ed by counsellors, to the single necessity of smiting 
down uprising liberty, before whose radiant form his 
crown waxed dim. 

Kossuth could not believe his fears of such harmo- 
ny between the king and Ban, and sent a deputation 
to solicit royal aid. His representations were so ear- 
nest that Ferdinand must either drop his mask and 
take a hostile attitude, or declare for the Hungarians, 
and denounce Jellachieh, who was plainly guilty of 
treason to the State. Owing to recent reverses of his 
army in Italy, he dared not challenge the fiery Magyars, 
and to hush the murmurs of apprehension, and farther 
to conceal his maturing plans, he resolved to condemn 
the Ban. There never was a blacker deed of treach- 
ery than this monarch perfected. With a smile upon 
his lips, and words of sympathy on his tongue, his 
heart was a hell, burning with traitorous thoughts 
towards the nation whose rights he had sworn to de- 
fend. Jellachieh was formally summoned to his pres- 
ence to make his plea, and a royal manifesto was is- 
sued declaring him a traitor, and depriving him of 
his honors. A part of this curious document we quote, 
partly for the proof it furnishes, in connection with 
subsequent events, of Ferdinand's duplicity, and part- 
ly for the convincing evidence it contains, that the 
Hungarian war was battling for freedom. Every 
word of it is a clear and unanswerable defence of the 
Magyar against the disaffected Sclaves. Having 
announced the sadness with which "his paternal 
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heart" had learned of their rebellion, the document 



" With you, Croatians and Sclavonians ! who, united to the 
crown of Hungary for eight centuries, shared all the fates of this 
country; you, Croatians and Sclavonians, who owe to this very 

union the cvnsliiatinnal fniuhna, iv-kich alen-.e am.nrigst all Stiu- 
xvnic nations you hare been enabled in vresene for centuries; 
we were doomed to be mistaken willi von, who nut unlit hare 
shared in all the rights and liberties of the Hungarian Consti- 
tulion, but who besides — in just recompense of your loyalty. 
until now stainlessly preserved— were lawfully endowed with 
peculiar rigiiis, privileges, and liberies, by Clio grace of our il- 
lustrious .ancestors, and who, therefore, possess greater privile- 
ges than any whosoever of the subjects of our snored Hungari- 
an crown. We were mistaken in you, to whom the last Diet of 
the kingdom of Hungary and its dependeneies, according to 
our own sovereign will, granted full -part in all the benefits of 
the enlarged constUu'iunal liberties, and cqual-iiy nf rights.— 
The legislation of the crown of Hungary has abolished feudal 
servitude, as well with you as in Hungary; and those amongst 
you, who were subjected to the soccage, have without any sacri- 
fice on their part become free proprietors. The landed proprie- 
tors receive lor their less, occasioned l.iy the aboliiion of soccage, 
ii:i maemiiiiioalion, which yon with voar own means would bo 
unable to provide. The irideeiiiificLiLei) granted on this account 
to your landed proprietors, will be entailed upon our Hungarian 
crown estates with our sovereign radikuMou, and williont any 
clia.rge to yourselves. 

" The right, also, of constitutional representation was extend- 
ed to the people with you no less than, in Hungary; in conse- 
quence of which, no longer the nobility, alone, but likewise, other 
inhabitants and the Military Frontier, take part by their repre- 
sentatives hi the legislation common to all, as much as in the 
municipal congregations. Thus you can improve your welfare 
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by your immediate co-operation. Until now, the nobility con- 

triliiit.od hut little to the public expenses, hen L'e ; br ward the pro- 
portional reparation of the taxes amongst all inhabitants is law- 
fully established, whereby you have been delivered from an op- 
pressive charge. Your nationality and juunieipal rights, relative 
to wliicli ill-intentioned and malicious reports have been spread 
with the aim of excising your distrust, are by no means threa.!- 
ened. On the very contrary, both your nationality and your 
municipal rights an! enbrged, and secured against any encroach- 
ment; as not only the use of your native lauoiu.ige, is lawfully 
{niai-ant.oed l.o you forever, in your schools and churches, but it 
is likewise introduced in tii« public assemblies, where the I.iitin has 
been habitual until now. 

;l Calumniators sought to make you believe that the Hungari- 
an nation desired to suppress your bmguage, or al. least to pre- 
vent its further development. We ourselves assure you, that 
these reports are totally false, and that it is recognized with ap- 
probation, that yon. e_\e:t yourselves lo develop tnid establish 
your .own mother lou«ue, renouncing the dead Latin buiffunge. 
The legislature is willing to support yuu in this effort, by provi- 
ding' adequately (or your priests, to whom is entrusted the spir- 
itual care of the soul, and the education of your children. For 
eight ce.uheriox you have, been vni.led to Hungary. Durbux this 
li-inilc !imn !}:'■ r'Hi: : U iiart: has et.er ih'<iU teiOt thie regard to your 
jintion.-iU/y. How could you, therefore, believe that the legisla- 
ture, v, liich liar, [.'itarded year mother-tongue for eight crutti.'/.ies, 
should now bear a hostile aversion lo it J" * * * 

After more in the same vein, the decree proceeds in 
the following strain of concentrated perjury : 

"We, the King of Tltnsgarv, Croatia, Sclavonia and Dalmatia 
—we, whose person is sacred to you — we tell you, Croatian* and 
Rchvouiiins, the law, too, is sacred, and must be considered sol 
We have sworn to the eternal King of all Kings, that 
,l freseeve the integrity of our hotga- 
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MAN ChOWN, ABO OF OUR CONSTITUTION, AND THAT WE WILL 
NO LESS OBEY THE LAW, THAH WE WILL HATE IT OBEYED BY 
OTHBES. WE WILL KEEP OtIK ROYAL OATH!" 

The swiftly passing events that followed, tell how 
well the kingly oath was kept.' 
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IELLACH!C1I— OPENIISG OF THi 



WITHDRAWS HIS DENUNCIATION OF 

; OF THE HUNGARIANS DEPUTATION 

IVE ANSWEE THE SIGNAL OF CONFLICT, 



Jellachich left his sovereign but not his army. 
He artfully treated the whole affair at the palace, as 
a courtly farce. The mandate to submit to the Hun- 
garian Ministry, and disband his regiment, was after- 
ward received ; but the day this order was de- 
spatched, Count Latour, the Minister of "War, trans- 
mitted to him 50,000 guilders for the payment of 
his troop*, besides arms and ammunition. These sup- 
plies, it is now proved, were continued* 

Jellachich received the two despatches the same 
hour; and in the light of the fact, read the mani- 
festo. A smile of disdain played around his proud 
lip at the harmless thunder of the monarch, darkened 
by a shade of remorse while conscience pointed to 
the basely inglorious part he was stooping to play. 
The Ban, to be sure of his men, sent to the Scla- 
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vacks in the North inviting them to join the inva- 
sion. 

The Sclavacks were neither fools nor knaves, and 
refused. "The Magyars," said they, "have done 
everything that could be done, by voluntarily re- 
signing their hereditary rights and power into the 
hands of all the people, without distinction of sect 
or race, for the general good.' None of your pur- 
poses nor plans can induce us to abuse such unprece- 
dented generosity; and though Sclaves, we are yet 
opposed to any Sclavie establishment, under the 
shadow of the Russian Empire, at whose despotic 
ro*d such an establishment would have to cower and 
be a slave. No. The Magyars have laid the foun- 
dation of all the freedom that any tribe, or any re- 
ligion, can maintain. Upon this foundation, as broth- 
ers and friends, let us together build, thankful to that 
noble race by whose magnanimity we have the op- 
portunity to be free." Notwithstanding this failure 
and rebuke, the influence of the Ban extended East 
and "West, until the "Wallachians of Transylvania, 
and the inhabitants of Croatia and Sclavonia, 
waited bis signal to rise in arms against the Mag- 
yars. 

The Hungarians sent a new deputation to the Em 
peror-King, beseeching his Majesty to come in per- 
son to Pesth, on the occasion of the approaching 
Diet, and convince the enemies of Hungary that he 
was sincere in his proclamations ; but the prayer 
was unheard. They farther requested the Arch- 
duke John to address himself directly to the Croats, 
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declaring that Ferdinand frowned upon the insurrec- 
tion ; but he deigned no reply. 

Hungary began to, comprehend her com! ii ion. 
Kossuth, boldly affirmed his belie!', that the TCaps- 
burg was playing a Judas-game. "It has never 
been otherwise," said he, "their solemn oaths have 
been broken, their sacred pledges violated, ever since ! 
they have worn the Hungarian crown.- There is per- 
fidy now as there lias always been." 

To gain farther time, another trick of deception 
was palmed upon the Hungarians. On the 2d of 
July, the National Diet, which was really the first 
representation by the suffrages of the people, was 
opened at Pesth. The Archduke Palatine read the 
address dictated by Ferdinand, in. which the sceptred 
traitor continued his dastardly dealing. The docu- 
ment is interesting, but we quote only the portion 
bearing on the present issue : 

"In the mime, and as representative of our glorious reiyniiig 
King Ferdinand V., I hereby open the present Diet. The ex- 
traordinary ci reunite an cos in which the country lias Loon placed, 
make it necessary to summon at once a meeting of the Diet, 
without wailing for tin: completion in detail of all the propo- 
sitions and admisiisl.ruLivo measures which the responsible Minis- 
ters of the Crown were charged and directed by the past Diet, 
to prepare and complete. Croatia rose in undisguised sedition; 
in the Districts of the lower Danube, bands of armed- rebels have 
broken the peace of the country, and while it is the. shirsri; -wish 
if his majesty to aiiiiii! a civil v-nv. his Majesty is, on the Other 
hand, convinced that the assembled 1 re pre set natives of the na- 
tion will regard it as their first and chief duly to provide all 
the means required to restore the troulL'd tranquillity of the. 
country, lo preserve the iuieffrily of the Hungarian realm, and 
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maintain the sacred inviolability of the law. The defence of 
the country.and the state of the finances will therefore form the 
chief salijeo'. towards which, under those extraordinary circum- 
stances, I call the attention of the assembled representatives. 
His Majesty's responsible Ministers will submit to you propo- 
sitions relating to these points. His Majesty entertains the 
confident hope that the representatives of the nation will adopt 
speedy and appropriate decisions upon all matters connected wiih 
the safety and welfare of the country. 

"His Majesty has learned with deep feelings of regret and 
di>pio;,s:ire, — al'.honi;fi he in his hearty paternal desire for the 
happiness of this country, full-owing me.hj the impulse of his 
1111:11 desire, sanctioned during llie last Die!, by iriviiiir them 
the royal assent, those laws which were necessary to the pro- 
gress of the country to prosperity, under the demands of the 
time, — yet thin, especially in Croatia and on the Lower Danube, 
evh-dinpotcd rebellious agitators have excited the inhabitants of 
those countries, speaking dJli'i-eii'. la ufni aires, and holding differ- 
ent creeds, with false reports and terrorism to mutual hostility, 
and have driven them, under the calumnious rr.pr'.scnkitbm 
that these laws were not then sanctioned oat of the free will of 
his Majesty, to oppose the ordinances of these laws and the le- 
gal authorities— tliat some even have gone so far in rebellion as 
to announce that their violent resistance to those decrees is for the 
good of the royal house, and takes place with the knowledge of his 
Majesty. 

"For the tranquilization of the inhabitants of those districts, 
of all tongues and creeds, I therefore hereby declare, under the 
special commission of his ■most gracious Majesty, our lord and 
King, and as his repressntatue, that his .Majesty is firmly re- 
solved to maintain intact, by his royal power, the integrity and 
inviolability of his crown against all attacks from without, and 
against all discord within the realm, and to assert and enforce 
at all times the laws he shall have sanctioned. And as his 
Majesty will allow no one to curtail the freedom assured by the 
laws to the inhabitants of the country, his Majesty expresses 
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ftrs displeasure with the daring conduct of all those who venture to 
assert that any illegal act or disobedience shown to the la.w can 
have tilken place with hia Majesty's knowledge or in the interest of 
his royal house." 

This had weight with the weaker members, but did 
not for a moment deceive Kossuth, the watchman of 
the night. His transcendent mind saw within the 
veil, and the future became palpable before him. 
He could not then with success, in open parliament 
accuse the King of what he felt to be the fearful 
truth. But he might prepare hia beloved people for 
coming danger. The stirring hope attuned his elo- 
quent voice. Rising with his theme, while the gloom 
of a grandly solemn future hung upon his pathway, 
he uttered predictions and warnings with the modest 
yet confident tone of inspiration. 

His speeches combine the Arabian fervor of Mo- 
hammed, and the religious earnestness of Cromwell. 
The blending of resistless persuasion, sweetest poe- 
try and penetrating views of political economy, is 
the wonder of the orator. The dry details of finance 
caught a glow from his enthusiasm, and he could 
make them fire-brands to the train of slumbering 
thought in his auditory. He made a most elaborate 
and awakening speech before the Diet on the 11th of 
July, 1848. He alluded to it in the opening of his 
recent Birmingham speech.* The passages selected 

mbody the sentiments uttered with so marvellous 

ffect.f 



* Sea Appendix. f The omissions are not stirred. 
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Gentlemen, with the de 
tr people. But it is beca 
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which the interests of the country had suffered. I myself was one 
of the many who for years have called upon the executive power 
and the nation, to he just at length to the people, for the day would 
come when it would be too late for justice. The feeling for justice, 

of patriotism norhaps, am! £M]ersi '. enthusiasm, nuiy yet avert from 
our heads the full force of the fatal word, ' Too late !' Thus much 
is certain, tliat rlie nation and r I jo executive: power have retarded jus- 
tice ; and that by this very delay, the moment when first they be- 
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atia— for that country is loo small and powerless to raise herself toe 
indemnity. 

"With regard to nationality, Croatia entertained apprehensions 
—though produced by various conceptions and by erroneous ideas 
—for the Parliament has expressly decreed that in public life too, 
Croats should have the fullest right to make use of their own lan- 
guage in accordance with their own statutes ; and thus their nation- 
ality has been sanctioned, by this public recognition. Their munici- 
pal rights the Parliament has not only not impaired, but extended 
and augmented. 

"Is there a greater privilege than tliat of regulating the elec- 
tion of representatives, which repivsfiniatjves are convoked to frame 
laws, to grant and to protect liberty ? And the Parliament has 
said:— 'Yon, our Croatia brethren, shall decide among your- 
selves- how to elect your representatives!' By this measure, the 
last Parliament has consolidated tiie municipal independence of 
Croatia. If, therefore, in the past, no reason can be found to ex- 
cuse this rebellion, surely toe acts of toe last Parliament offer 

" I will not deny that Croatia has to complain of special griev- 
ances which, up to this day, remained without redress; but 
neither the Cabinet nor the Nation have occasioned them— they 
He simply an heir-loom which the old Government left behind. 
The nation, however. 1ms always mad" (lie*! grievances its own, 
and left nothing untried to amend them, as it would have 
done if they had indeed been its own. And this was certainly 
one of the causes why we Invited the Ban, on his nomination by 
His Majesty, to co-operate with the Cabinet in accomplishing the 
speedy removal of the grievances, for we were conscious not only 
of our authority, but of our duty to re-establish the law where 
it is injured. But by his revolt the Ban has prevented the Cab- 
inet from communicating its decree to the Croats respecting their 
petition laid before His Majesty in the Provincial Diet in 1845. 
Under all these circumstances, the Cabinet, nevertheless, lias not 
emitted to do what it considered necessary to pacify Croatia and 
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its fellow-citizens. The past Parliament conferred the franchise 
on the military frontier — and thus gave them a right which they 
never had possessed. To effect its real izat ion, the Cabinet has not 
only made such arrangements as were in its power, but has left no 
means whatever untried by which the population of the frontiers 
iiiighi bo gained. Tin! (.boy — these unfortunate, deluded men — re- 
plied with sedition, with rebellion, so that no further opportunity of- 
fered itself to realise the benefits which, weeks ago, we felt incline* 



"Of r!«'h 



iy party 
, which 



t filled up, because the tie betw 



"If a people thinks the liberty ii. pcssessiis loo limited, and 
takes up arms to conquer more, it certainly plays a doubtful 
game— for a sword has two edges. Still I can understand it 
But if a people says, Your liberty : - too much for me, I will not 
havo it if you give it me, but I will go and bow under the old yoke 
of Absolutism— that is a thing which I endeavor in vain to under- 



" Another affair is the Servian rebellion in the lower c 
Words cannot trace its motives ! Croatia, although a land bound 
to the Hungarian crown, which cannot loose the binding tie with- 
out committing high treason, is nevertheless a distinct land.— 
But he that wishes to establish on the territory of Hungary n 
distinct power, is so great a traitor, so arrant a rebel, that he can 
only be answered with the rope of the ' Statarium.' But, gentle- 
men, the shedding of blood is, even in case of guilt, a — " - : ' 



great importance. 



While the Government, therefore, took i 



consideration, that to force the misguided masses into the hor- 
rors of a civil war, merely on account of the faults of some am- 
bitious criminals, would, in these excited and revolutionary times, 
be an act for the omission of which we should deserve tha approba- 
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lion of God and man, we have, even in this reaped, left iicihing im- 
tried. We have, 1.1 lere Core, ir.rnie proparathns for the re;i ligation of 
all those wishes which in this case could possibly present them- 
selves. 

"The third of the eirr.u'is.tanees ;2e'.i : le:i!i::i, which exhort us 
to place the country in a state of defence, Is Ihe position of the 
countries on the lower Danube. As I exact from every n a i ion, 
with regard to Hungary, not to interfere with her internal affairs, 
so the Iliir.narkin wi'.i tie'. :ilo:!i!> with i in; i:in'r:i!i'. uiTi'drs of those 
nations. I on'y ni'.«i:lon tout on '.he banks of she i'mi't a mighty 
Russian army has appeared m hicii can l.tirn In lh~ ri'jht and tn 
the left, which can act aa a friend and as an enemy ; but even be- 
cause oi'her one and the other is possible, the nation must be pre- 

" Finally, gentlemen, I must allude to our relations with Aus- 
tria. I will be just, and therefore I find it but natural that the 
Government of Vienna feels grieved at its inability further to dis- 
pose over Hungary. But even if natural, grief is never the kiss 
not always just; still less does it Mimv, that from sympathy with 
grief the nation should incline to permit any of its rights to be alien- 



.0 say, that thn Aus- 
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wreathe the 



mder-Ce.i 



at. A- 



I shou 



C Ilea 



: the face — had I given moi 
the gentlemen of Vienna hold a different < 
my refusal as a disgusting desire to un 
They have put their shoulders to the w! 
the dear rebel 100,000, so they say, but : 
in silver. This aci 



.ay, (.he 



vu,l;t 
Hut. 



:y to our enemy, 
pinion; they considered 

;i;l, and irf.nsmiitpd to 
l reality 150,000 florins 

:n. might excite the whole House to 
an angry spirit, to nadonal indignation— but he not indignant, gen- 
tlemen, for the ministry w!jiuh by adopting such a niiscrabio policy 
believed for a time to prolong its precarious existence, exists no 
longer. The Aula has crushed it. Anil 1 hone, whoever the men 
may he that compose the next Ministry, they will undorel.ii.nd that, 
without breaking their o-itii of allegiance to the Austrian F.mperor, 
who is likewise King of I [aayan-. and without s'diug wjli the rebels 
against ".heir I. en! and master, they cannot in future adopt that policy 
wiihoul also balding defiance to Hungary, which, in that ease, would 
throw the broken alliance at the fee! of" Austria, which foods rebel- 
lion in our own country, and that we would look for friends in othel 

" Gentlemen, I have no cause to complain of the Austrian na- 
tion ; I wish they had power and a leader, both of which have hith- 
erto been wanting. What I have said refers to the Austrian Minis- 
try. I hope that my words have also been heard at Vienna, and 
that they will exert some influence on the policy of the new Minis- 
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"The Austrian relations, the affairs of the countries on the 
Lower Danube, the Servian disturbances, the Croatian rebellion 
Pansclavonian agitators, and the reactionary movements— all these 
mcumstances taken togoi!it;r cause me to say the nation h in dar- 
ger, or rather, that it will be in danger, unless our resolution be 
firm ! And in this danger, where and with whom are we to look 
for prof oc lion ? Are we to look to foreign alliances? I will not 
form too low sin estimate of the importance of relations wilt foreign 
countrios, and I think that the Cabinet would be guilty of a derelic- 
tion of duty, if, in Ihis respect, wc were not to exert ourselves to the 
utmost of our power. 

" In the first moments of our assuming office, we entered into cor- 
respondence with the British Government, and explained that Hun- 
gary has not, as many have attempted to promulgate, extorted rights 
and liberties from her king, but that we stand on common mound : 
with our Lord and King we have further entered into an explanation 
of the interests we have in common on the Lower Danube. On the 
part of the British Covenimon! we have received a reply, such as we 
might have expected from the liberal views, and from the policy of 
that nation. In the meanwhile we may rest convinced that England 
will only assist us if, and as far as she finds it consistent with her 



« As for Prance, I entertain for the French, as the champions 
of liberty, the most lively sympathy, but I am, nevertheless, not 
inclined to see the life of my nation dependent upon their pro- 
tection and their alliance. France has just seen a second 18th 
Brumaire. France stands on the threshold of a Dictatorship ; 
perhaps the world may see a second Washington ; it is most 
likely that we shall see a second Napoleon rising out of the ashes 
of the Past. This much is certain: France can give us a les- 
son that not every revolution is for the interest of Liberty, and 
that a nation striving for liberty can he placed under the yoke 
of tyranny most easily when that liberty exmds proper limits. 
It is, indeed, a most lamentable event for such a nation as the 
glorious French nation undoubtedly is, that in the streets of 
Paris the blood of 12,000 citizens has been shed by the hand ot 
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their ibllow-cisiwns, Mny God preserve us from such a fury in 
our own country. Hut whatever form tiie affairs of France may 
assume — wises her ll if.it man whom Provid.-i.CG has placed at tiio 
ilea J of that nation becomes a second ^V^irdiiugiuii, who knows to 
reject the crown, or » second Napoleon, who, on the ruins of 
the people's liberty, erects the temple of Ids sa.ugiikiary glory; 
otic tiling is certain — that. France is far from us. Poland relied 
on French sympathy ; fiat sympathy existed, but Poland is no 

" The third is the German empire. Gentlemen, I say it open- 
ly, I feel thai, fluiiga.ry is destined to live with the free German 
nalion, and i.Iihl th: 1 fee Gorman nation is destined to live with 
tlie free Hungarian nation, in sincere and friendly intercourse, 
and that the two must superintend the civilization of the German 
East. From this point of view, then, we have thought of a 
German alliance, and as soon as Germany made the first slop 
towards her Unity by convoking the Frankfurt Parliament, wo 
considered it to be one of our first duties to send two of our 
countrymen (one of whom has now been elected President by 
this ITouse) to Frankfurt, where they have been received with 
tlie respect which is due to the Hungarian nation. Tim. just be- 
cause the Frankfurt Assembly was still struggling for existence, 
and because that bmly bad not developed itself with which ne- 
gotiations could have been brought to a result, (this can only bo 
done with the Ministry to be constituted after the election of 
tlie .Regent.) there is even now one of our ambassadors in Frank- 
furt to negotiate, as soon its oilioial relations can with propriety 
be opened, respecting l.'ne league which we desire to enter into 
wild Germany— though with Ibe proviso that we will not abate 
a hair's breadth (Vuni our rights, from our consistency, front our 
national freedom, for the sake either of liberty or of menaces, 
from whomsoever they may proceed. 

" The danger, therefore, is great ; or rather, a danger threat- 
ening to become great, gathers on the horizon of our country, 
and we ought, above all, to find in ourselves the strength for its 
removal. That nation alone will lue w!tic!i in itself has &n§i- 
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cient xilal jiov-er ; that, which kmne:' rmt to save itttff hij its 
own zlrength, but only by the aid, of filters, lias no future.* I 
the re: lorn demand of you, Gentlemen, a gi'iMi. resolution: Pro- 
claim that, in jusi appreciation of the oxi.rnerdmaiy cireiunsia.n- 
ces on account of which the Parliament had assembled, the na- 
tion U doiermined to brmq; tlio greatest sacrifices fur 1.1 1 o defence 
of its crown, of its liberty, and of its independence, and that in 
this respect it will at no price enter with any one into a trans- 
action which even in the least might injure the nation:*.! inde- 
pendence: and liberty, but that it will be always ready to grant 
all rea-ourdjie wishes of every one. Hut in order to re;i'i/.e thin 
important resolution, either by mediating, if possible, an honor- 
aide peaus, or by fighting a victorious haitle; tlie Government 
is to bo authorized by the nation to raise the eil'eclive strength 
of the army to 200,000 men, and for this purpose to equip im- 
iiiedi;j'dv ■K'.'.'GU men, and tho rent us the protection of ihe conil- 



i prophecy and a, condemnation o' 
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part of &e Representatives of the nation shall not dwindle 
away without result, the nation will be able to bear the bur- 
den, and to save the country. In case the imposed taxation 
should not suffice for the establishment of a military power- 
such as circumstances urgently demand, I claim the power for the 
Executive to open a credit to any amount which the Repvu-iciua- 
tives may deem necessary. This credit shall supply the deficiency 
■either as a loan, or by the issue of paper-money or by some other 
iiiiLiiic-ln] operation. 

" These are tny proposals! Gentlemen, I am of opinion 
(hat the future of the nation depends on the resolution of 
the House on my motion ; and not alone on that resolution, 
but in a great measure on the manner in which we form it. And 
this is the reason, Gentlemen, why i refrained from mixing this 
question with the debate on the address. I believe, if a nation is 
threatened on every side, and if it feels in itself the will and 
the power to repel the danger, that the question of the preserva- 
tion of the country ought not to be tacked to any other question. 

"This day we are the Ministers of the nation; to-morrow, 
others may take our place : no matter ! The Cabinet may change, 
but thou, my country ! thou must forever remain, and the na- 
tion, with this or any other Cabinet, must save the country— 
But in order that this or any other set of men may he able to 
save it the na:k>!i must ilovelop its rtn.'ugih. To avoid all mis- 
understanding, I declare solemnly and expressly, that I demand 
of the House 200,000 soldiers, and the necessary pecuniary 

say is, that this request on the 
part of the Government ought not to be considered as a vote of 
confidence. No, we ask for your vote for the preservation of the 
country ! And I would ask you, gentlemen, if anywhere in our 
country a breast sighs for liberation, or a wish waits for its fnl« 
filment, let that breast suffer yet a while, let that wish have a 
little patience, until we have saved the country. This is my 
request ! You all have risen to a man, and I bow before the 
nation's greatness ! If your energy equals your patriotism, 
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I will make bold to say, that even the gates of Hell shall i 
vail against Hungary !" 



The four hundred representatives had listened 
with the fixedness of statues to the profoundly elo- 
quent speech; and before his last words had ceased 
to echo in the spacious hall, Paul Nyary rose, and 
shouted in a voice which resounded through the 
apartment, " We give it." Catching the inspiration, 
the whole assembly rose, and raising their right 
arms toward Heaven, exclaimed in a voice of thun- 
der, Megadjukl "We give it I We give itl Lib- 
erty or Death ]" When the tempest of excitement 
had subsided, the President announced that the mo- 
tion was unanimously adopted. 

But the address did more than secure supplies for 
War. It was a shaft of meridian light upon minds 
accustomed to twilight, revealing the lion's lair, to- 
wards whose Golgotha, the victim with undecided 
step was moving. Jellachich had been to Innspruck, 
and was received by the Emperor with quiet ap- 
proval. No punishment was attempted, no threats 
offered ; he was yet the Ban of Croatia, in the face 
of the solemn manifesto by which he was ostensibly 
shorn of his baronial dignity and military glory. 
Kossuth and the ministry remonstrated in vain ; the 
Hungarian nation was dumb with amazement and 
alarm. 

To make a last endeavor at reconciliation, Batthy- 
anyi, Prime Minister, repaired to Vienna, where Jel- 
lachich was openly attending the Imperial court- 
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the conference between them was protracted. This 
occurred in July. 

" In this conference, Batthyanyi requested Jellachich 
to name the demands of the Croats. The Ban refused 
to enter into any negotiations with the Hungarians un- 
til they relinquished the coucessions made them by the 
king in the mouth of March, of a separate ministry for 
the departments of war and finance; he demanded 
that these departments should once more he placed 
under the control of the Austrian ministry. Batthy- 
anyi replied, that this was a question between Hun- 
gary and Austria, and once more desired Jellachich to 
name the desires of the Croatian people. The Ban, in 
his character of champion of the ' unity of the Austrian 
Empire/ remained obstinate, and demanded the sur- 
render of the independence of Hungary as the con- 
dition upon which he would agree to suspend his 
hostile preparations. The conference remained, of 
course, without result." 

Batthyanyi returned to Kossuth, and his mission was 
the subject of repeated interviews between the patriots. 
Further proof of Austrian designs would be superfluous 
as evidence after confession of guilt. The Hungarian 
ministry could look upon the naked, homicidal plot. 
The Servian insurrection was permitted, to try the 
temper and leanings of the Hungarian army, while it 
was intended by treason and generalship, to occupy 
the attention and paralyze the power of hostile forces. 

Jellachich was to concentrate an army behind the 
Drave, to invade Hungary whenever the Italian 
struggle would make it safe to advance with 
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"Death's music and the roar of combat," upon un- 
offending Hungary. Money was furnished and all 
the munitions of war supplied from the Imperial arse- 
nals. Says Schutte : 

"As early as the 13th of August, the Austrian 
Minister of War believed the preparations of Jellacliich 
so far advanced, that he sent him the necessary means 
for ciossiiig the Drave, two complete pontoon bridges, 
which were carried through Vienna on more than a 
hundred wagons to the Gloggnitz railroad." 

The laws passed upon Kossuth's motion to in- 
crease the army and supplies, were carried to the 
capital, for the royal sanction, by Batthyanyi and the 
Minister of Justice. The time passed without reply, 
while along the frontier the tokens of conflict were 
thickening. Kossuth was alarmed; the Diet again 
by a deputation claimed the signature of Ferdinand 
to statutes securing the life of Hungary ; asked the 
recall of Austrian troops, and that foreign forces ap- 
pointed to defend their native soil, should be allowed 
to guard its boundaries. Lastly, they again requested 
the monarch to visit his kingdom, and restore peaceful 
order. 

The deputation received an evasive reply. But 
while the ministers were in Vienna, the reckless 
monarch, without apprising them, forwarded on the 
31st of August, a letter to the Palatine, directing him 
to send members of the Hungarian Diet to the cap- 
ital to negotiate with the Austrian Ministry, for the 
consolidation and unity of the empire, and to open 
correspondence with the Croats to conciliate tnem. 
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The King declared it an indispensable preliminary 
thai: Jc'laehieh should sit in the conference, and war- 
like preparations cease. 

Finally, in the same message, a communication 
was made to Use Hungarian Ministry, of a note from 
the Austrian government, concerning the relations to 
obtain between Austria and Hungary, It was urged 
that the liberal provisions of the law of 1848 were 
opposed to the legal position of llie nations, and det- 
rimental alike to the interests oi' both. With shame- 
ful baseness, the concessions were declared illegal 
and of none effect, under the pretext that they were 
not consented to by the responsible Austrian min- 
istry; and though sanctioned by the royal word 
on the 11th of April, and again formally recog- 
nized in the speech from the throne on the 2d of 
July, it was announced they would be modified, 
so that a central power could be established at Vi- 
enna. 

Of this the deputation were profoundly ignorant; 
but while waiting at Vienna, news came on the 4th 
of September, that the Emperor-King had with- 
drawn his decree against Jellachich, and rcinp1.af.ed 
him in office. The deputies looked upon each other 
silently, while the tidings spread. The kindling 
eye, the compressed lips, the deepening frown, re- 
vealed the repressed indignation within. They left 
Vienna with the red feather mounted in their black 
hats, and proceeded directly towards Hungary. The 
tri-color standard which had accompanied them had 
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disappeared, and the crimson alone waved before their 
homeward steps.* 



* The Hungarian colore are i 
viz.: "Red, White and Green." 
War. 
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The spires of Schonbrunn disappeared from the 
sight of the insulted deputation, and the tremulous 
tones of the treacherous Ferdinand, were forgotten in 
the music of the noble guard's farewell; "Soon as 
necessary, we shall all come io Hungary." At night- 
fall of that day, there was a warlike scene on the 
banks of the Drave. Jellachich's army of more 
than 4=0,000 men, was in motion. The camp- 
fires were reflected by burnished arms, and gave 
to the red uniform of the savage peasantry, its san- 
guinary significance. The Ban fully committed 
to the Hapsburg usurpation, sends along the lines 
the command to cross the Rubicon. A shout broke 
upon the evening air, and the invading host marched 
to Hungarian soil. "Whether Jellachich designed 
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more than the purpose he announced, to subdue tho 
revolution and establish the Empire, cannot be 
known. Blinded by the influence of the Camarilla,* 
and expecting an easy conquest, he formed, with 
the Emperor's approval, his legions upon the Magyar 
plains. To suppose he anticipated the desolation 
which followed, the intervention of Bussia, and the 
Croatian disasters, would make him an outlaw of 
darker type than the brutal Haynau, whose taste 
and profession were undisguised. But Austria evi- 
dently expected the Ban's advance would be followed 
by an outbreak in Pesth, and the emergency concen- 
trating power in Kossuth's hand, would give occasion 
for the proclamation of martial law; from which the 
transition to centralization would he speedy and cer- 
tain. 

The Hungarian Ministry saw that war was inevi- 
table and their influence with the Hmperor gone. 
September 13th all but Szemere had resigned, who, 
as Minister of the Interior, only awaited the formation 
of a new Cabinet. 

Jellachich continued his march, sweeping before 
him the Magyar detachments sent to reconnoitre his 
movements, and spreading alarm among the people. 
Kossuth was entreated to resume his office and share 



*_ " Spanish— a little chamber. A kiml of srscrol cabinet not ve.c- 
ojrii^eri in the coiisiitsiciou. and "esicraKy cuniixwJ of (.lie rela- 
tion* of flio prince, [.viols, iniri^uino' ivometi, ifec. Tn the |ji-r.'sont 
instance, tho rueisl prominent nujiiiLvjrs of tins Cam;iri!ia, worn 
Cibini. one of the ladie.s of 1J10 court. u:nl liie AreluiKdie^ t:V.|ihi;;." 

— Pragay. 
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the augmenting burden of State with the solitary 
Szemere. True to his country's voice he obeyed, 
amid the joyful salutations of the excited multitudes. 
Courier succeeded courier, in bringing intelligence of 
hourly increasing danger. Kossuth calmly proposed 
financial measures to meet the expenses of protracted 
conflict, while the sound of Jellachich's approaching 
army, threw the shadow of doubt and fear upon every 
spirit but his. The conservatives yet unwilling to 
take the field of battle,, craved of the Archduke a 
new Cabinet, to escape if possible the impending 
storm. Count Batthyanyi was commissioned to 
choose the Ministry, which he consented to do upon 
condition that his choice should be confirmed by the 
King. The Count to unite the forces and guard the 
nationality of Hungary, besought the Archduke, who 
was officially Captain-General of the realm, to take 
the command. His compliance awakened the liveliest 
enthusiasm among the troops. But their number was 
few, in contrast with the foe, who hung like an ava- 
lanche above an Alpine hamlet, along the highway to 
their beautiful capital. Another delegation was sent 
to Vienna, to solicit an arbitration chosen from both 
Diets. The Hungarian petitioners were spurned from 
the very door of the Austrian Assembly. 

Batthyanyi was untiringly active to obtain con 
ciliation. He pressed upon the Emperor through 
Count Francis Pulszky, the imperative necessity of 
an immediate withdrawal of Jellachich's regiments, if 
he would have the formation of a new Cabinet pos- 
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Instead of regarding the respectful and earnest 
appeal, .Ferdinand forwarded a message to the Arch- 
duke, requesting him to avoid collision, with the Ban. 
The final resort of Stephen was an attempted inter- 
view with Jellachich. This was prevented by the 
soldiery of the Ban, who exclaimed to their willing 
chief, pausing on the river's margin in sight of the 
Hungarian General, "We do not permit it I" — 
The avenue of possible peace was rudely closed for- 
ever. The Palatine returned to his army terrified 
and hopeless. In the struggle before his little band, 
he saw nothing but defeat and slaughter. Resigning 
his commission to General Moga, he hastened to Vi- 
enna, thence to his maternal estates, in Germany, to 
find inglorious retirement beyond the flow of blood 
and the clash of fratricidal arms. Bat.thyanyi was 
also in despair. It was an awful crisis with ravaged 
Hungary. Like the Hebrews on the Bed Sea's shore, 
with a vastly out-numbering enemy behind and the 
waves before, there seemed to every mind but one, no 
path for the hunted Magyars. 

Louis Kossuth was unvisited by fear. His argus 
eye comprehended the encircling perils, and beheld 
the way forward, over which floated God's bright and 
guiding cloud. He addressed his countrymen to 
inspire their hearts of Oriental mold, with patriotic 
fire. His design was not to unfold the details of 
commercial interest, and define the aggressions of 
Austria; but to inflame his desponding brethren with 
the ardor that paved the pass of Thermopylae with 
the forms of heroic men. He alluded to former prod ie- 
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tions of the treachery of the IhmslHin.;. and the swift 

fulfilments; then proceeded with his trumpet-call to 
battle. 

" Hear '. patriots hear ! 

"The eternal God dnth no; manifest himself in passing wonders, 
but in everlasting; laws. 

" It is an eternal law of (Joifslhat whosoever abandoneth himself 
will be of God ibrssalien. 

" It is an eternal law that whosoever assislelh himself him will 
the Lord assist. 

" It is a Divine law that swearing fairly U by its results self- 
chastised. 

"It is a law of God's that lie whoresonslli to perjury and injustice, 
prepareth his own shame and the triumph of [he righteous cause. 

" In the name of that fktkirlasul. betrayed so basely, I charge you 
(o believe my prophecy, and it wiii bo fi.illiiied. 

" In what consists Jellachich's power ) 

" In a materia I force, seemingly mighty, of seventy thousand fol- 
lowers, but of which :hj::y i.:ioii;:a;id i:?..: iiirjiU'ied by 1'ie iv-jridadciis 
of the military frontier. 

" But what is in the rear of this host ? Hy what is it supported ': 
There is nothing Eo support it ! 

" Where is the population which cheers it with unfeigned enthu- 
siasm 1 There is none. 

" Such a host may ravage our territories, but never can subdue us. 

" Batu-Chan deluged our country with his hundreds of thousands, 
lie devastated, but be could not conquer. 

" Jellachich's host at. worst will prove a locust-swarm, incessantly 
Ip/ssriiinjj in its pvu^r<!f>o till destroyed. 

" So far as he advances, so far will bo diminished the number of 
■his followers, never defined to behold the Drave again. 

" Let us — Hungarians — be resolved, and stones will suffice to de- 
stroy onr enemv. This done, it will be time to speak of what further 
shall befal. 

"But every Hungarian would bo unworthy the sun's light if Ma 
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first morning thought, and his last thought at eve, did not recall the 
porjury mid tTCiisojiwii.il which his very banishment from the realms 
of the liviiio- has been plotted. 

" Thus the Hungarian people has two duties to fulfil. 
" The first, to vise in masses, and crush the foe invading ner pa- 
tevnal soil. 

"The second, u> remember! 

"If the Hungarian should neglect these dmies^e will prove him- 
sell' dastardly and hase. His name will be synonymous willi shame 
and wickedness. 

"So base and dastardly as to have himself disgraced the holy mem- 
ory of his forefathers — so base, that even his Maker shall repent 
having created him lo dwell upon this earth— mo accursed thai, air 
shall refuse him its vivifying strength— ihtu (he coni-fieid, rich in 
blessings, shall grow into a desert beneath his hand— that the re- 
freshing well-head shall dry up at his approach !— Then shall he 
wander homeless about the world, imploring in vain Iran compassion 
the dry bread of charity. The race of strangers for all alms will 
smito him on the face. Thus will do that slm.nger-racc, which 
seeks in his own land to degrade; him into the outcast, whom every 
ruffian with impunity m;iy slay like the stray dog— which seeks to 
sink him into [lie likeness of that Indian I'aiiah, v/bom men pitilessly 
hound their dogs upon in spoil to worry. 

" For the consolations of religion lie shall sigh in vain. 
" The craven spirit by which Creation has been polluted will find 
no forgiveness in this world, no pardon in the nest. 

" The maid to whom his eyes are raised shall spurn him from het 
door like a thing unclean ; his wile shall spit contemptuously in his 
lace; his own child shall lisp its lirsl word out in curses on its 
father. 

"Terrible! terrible! hut such the malediction, if the Hungarian race 
proves so cowardly as not to disperse the Croatian and Serbian invad- 
ers,' as the wild wind disperses [.ho unbonded sheaves by the way-side. 
" But no, this will never be ; and, therefore, I say the freedom of 
Hungary will be achieved by this invasion of Jcllachich. Our duty 
is to triumph first, then to remember. 
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" To arms ! Every man to arms ; and let 1he women dig a deep 
grave between Veszprem and Fehervar, in which to bury either the 
name, fame, and nationality of Hungary, or our enemy. 

" And either on this grave will rise a banner, on which ahull he 
inscribed, in record of our shame, ' Thus God chastisci.h cowardice ;' 
or we will plant thereon the tree of freedom everkwibigly greuii. and 
from out whose foliage shall be heard the voice of the Most High, 
saying, as from the fiery bush to Moses, ' The spot on which thou 
siandest is holy ground.' 

" All hail ! to Hungary, to her freedom, happiness, and fame. 

" He who has influence in a county, he who has credit in a vil- 
lage, let him raise his banner. Let there be heard upon our bound- 
lesa plains no music but the solemn strains of the Rakoozy inarch. 
Let him collect ten, fifty, a hundred, a thousand followers— as many 
as he can gather, and marshal ihem to Veszprem. 

« Veszprem, where, on its march to meet the enemy, the whole 
Hungarian people sliu.ll assemble, as mankind will be assembled on 
the Judgment Day." 

The nation was now fully aroused. Volunteers ar- 
rived in Pesth from hill and valley. While German 
officers and soldiers deserted the Hungarian army to 
join the Austrian host, by the expurgation it increased 
the strength of the uncorrupted friends of Hungary. 
Gray and bearded men with youths in their minority 
gathered around the threatened Constitution of St. 
Stephen, armed with whatever they could wield in the 
coming fight Scythes, hatchets and pikes, were among 
the equipments of an army too poor and in too hot haste, 
for better weapons. 

Count Latour, -A ustrian Minister of War, wrote to the 
Commander of Comorn, a strong Hungarian fortress, to 
submit to the Ban. True to his race and land, he re- 
plied, " that the King legally conveyed his orders by 
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his Hungarian Ministry, and that therefore no order 
could be accepted from his majesty's Austrian Min- 
istry." 

The Magyars were emerging from the mist of decep- 
tion and reviving in courage. Fast upon the mockery 
of the Hungarian Diet, which marked all the manceu- 
vres of Jellachich 'under the royal smile, Game the ap- 
pointment of Count Lamberg, "Commander-in-chief 
of all troops in Hungary." This decree was in the 
face of the Constitution, having the countersign of no 
Hungarian Minister; it was a bold attempt to gather 
the reins of government from the necks of the people, 
and bind them to the Sceptre. Remonstrance was in 
vain. The Austrian General, as if to aggravate the 
outrage, instead of repairing to the Hungarian army 
went directly to Pesth, to receive the homage of the 
soldiers and direction of the Diet. 

The Cabinet, in consequence of failing to obtain Fer- 
dinand's sanction, had been merged into a " Committee 
of Defence," under the control of Count Batthyanyi 
He was therefore the proper officer to countersign the 
commission of Lamberg. "Whether the Count would 
have done so or not is of little importance. For if he 
had, it would have only been an expression of his ex- 
treme conservative policy; and without this legal 
form, Count Lamberg boldly claimed his authority. 
Upon his appearance in Pesth, the most intense and 
angry excitement prevailed. "With popular opinion 
and rights under his feet, he set out for Buda, the strong- 
hold of the Capital. The populace knew not how dar- 
ing might be his designs on the garrison. It was ru 
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mored that he would displace the National Guards, 
and give up the Castle to Austrian soldiers. 

Kossuth was addressing tin; Diet upon the means of 
opposing the progress of the Ban, when an outcry in 
the streets announced the uprising of the populace, 
Armed with scythes, and mad with indignation, they 
rushed toward the fortress. But soon as they saw its 
gates guarded by faithful risen, they began to disperse. 
Count Lamberg was crossing the bridge of boats over 
the Danube. To some of the mob he was known, 
hurled from his carriage, then smitten down, and his 
body dragged along the pavements of the Capital. 

The next day, Kossuth moved in the Diet, an ad- 
dress to the Emperor, expressing their sorrow at the 
tragedy, and reminding him that these scenes of hor- 
ror followed illegal acts forced upon an exasperated 
people. This murder made a wide and deep sen- 
sation. Count Lamberg was esteemed both in the 
army and among the magnates. Count Batthyanyi, 
overcome with sad forebodings, left his seat as Prime 
Minister, and hastened to tender again, his resigna- 
tion to the King. But he did not abandon his suffer- 
ing country. 

He consulted Count Pulszky whether he should 
enter the army, or visit European cities and correct 
public opinion, perverted by the slanders of enemies 
to Hungarian independence. He finally decided to 
equip his servants and take the field. 

Thwarted in his purpose by a fall which disabled 
his arm, he was compelled to seek retirement. Hear- 
ing that he was accused at Pesth by the 
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party, of regarding too favorably Count 3 
appointment and Jelluchich's march, and also of un- 
wisely resigning his responsible office, he wrote in 
self-vindication the following touching letter to Kos- 
suth: 

"Dear Friend,— For six months full of difficulties, 1 have been 
worn out by the cares of public concerns. The first feeling, after 
I withdrew from the government yielding to tho power of cir- 

patriot, than to ho accused of duplicity arainst the Ai.1 Ijorln nit, 
when it is encircled by intrigues and endangered hy manifold 

" If anybody disapproves my polities, it does not afflict me in the 
least. Bui. nobody siirJi accuse me of having misused my influenco 
to endanger the independence of" my country. 

"My whole past life — an open book since the first beginning of 
my public career — should prove sufficient against every suspicion. 
But as my last stay at Vienna occasioned suspicions, 1 v.-ili simply 

" You, dear friend, know well, that I went to the camp with 
the consent of the Committee of Defence, and of several deputies 
I hen a .-so milled lit my house. I vvanied to stieak v.dsh J ,-.uul .■:: j : :j, 
ant! jiorsvn:!e him. if po^-dMe. net to forsake the legal path. As, 
hurt-over, he was not in our camp, and as j presumed bint to be 
in 'lie camp of .leilacliien, 1 sent Major Bubna io the enemy, with 
the knowledge of Genera.! Mega, ordering him to invite General 
I.ainbt'rg, in my name, to an ii'.ciici.lbte interview ; lmt if J .atr.borg 
siionld nol. he in the enemy's camp, then :i:v aresenee among out 
army was not to be mentioned at all. Bubna did not find Lumber" 
in the camp of Jellachich, but trusting that the Count would soon 
arrive, the Major, without my order or knowledge, made an armis- 
tice. I only mention litis civoumsiance, because the negotiation 
of this armistice was attributed to me, in order to >;iise si'.^.ccions 
against me. 

" Meanwhile, the deputies sent by the Diet to the camp, ar. 
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further, the appointment of George Uaiiatb as Siadtholder of Hun- 
gary, and likewise the order authorizing the dissolution of the Diet. 

1 speedily hastened back to speak personally wilb Jellachldi, ruid 
convince him of Lambei-g's appointment; (since l:o hud always 
dec) ii rod the Royal manifesto [1.0 that ofied] lake and counterfeit,) 
and to persuade him to leaie the country v.'iih Lis troops. A9 in this 
I did not succeed, I proceeded directly to Vienna, actuated by two 
motives. 

" First, I wished to express my judgment concerning the unlaw- 
fulness of the ai.iMigraph Ic-tr^rs 1 had roeehTrd ; and, .secondly, I was 
anxious to make matters up in respect to the sad end of Uunberg, 
lest arbitrary will and bad intention should snatch at this deed as a 



* This was the resolution of the Die! on the 37th of September, 

decamp the ur.cn ante r^igurd nomination of Count I.ainlv:^ ii'o^al, 
and himself a ir.ii'iir if he *iionid make use of it, and traitors al. those 
who should obey it. 

+ The above-iii:.'ii!ioM.:d d.-c iir.cn ts had, after the murdor of Lam- 
berg, all been found upon him. 



i by Google 



120 LIFB OF LOUIS KOSSUTH. 

pretest for a covp-d'ital. I likewise went to Vienna, because I 
thought that there the crisis erf our aflaira would take place; and I 
wanted to arrest at irn very source tin; danger which mi;;h(. ihroaren 
my fatherland. 

"I therefore spoke to Wessenberg, (to whom I had always 
been directed.) and told him that our laws did not recognize any 
Lieutenant, ami that according to the law, the Diet could only 
be prorogued or dissolved after tlio discussion on llie budget 
was ended. In regard to Lamberg, I told him, that since a. 
criminal inquisition regarding Ibid sad event had been .ordered, 
it could not be turned into a pretext for a cimp-d'im ; so much 
tlie less, as the Diet bad expressed its condemnation of the deed. 
At the same time I pointed out to Wessenberg, bow they them- 
selves in Vienna had inr.h-crjhj occasioned the murder of Lam- 
berg, by their disregard and avoidance of the lawful forms. To 
prevent tlie renewed occurrence of such unlawfulness, I requested 
that the appointment of liarou Vay to be Prime Minister should 
he sent to me, and that I would consider it ruy duty to counter- 
sign it. 

" On the following day 1 got an autograph letter from -his Majesty, 
in which my resignation was accepted, and the appointment of 
liaren Vay to be Prime Minister was sent to mo. But also another 
document was included, in which I was desired to countersign the 
appointment of Baron Rresey 10 replace Prince Eszterhazy. Tina 
hist 1 naturally did uoi. ; as the resigning Prime Minister can only 
couuiersign the appointment of his successor, who can then of him- 
self compose bis cabinet, and propose the names of his colleagues 
to the King. This I declared to Wessenberg in a letter, and at the 
same time exhorted Baron Kersey not to give himself up to be used 
as a tool for a t'.'.-:qi-'.l'(-t'it. Reesey promised to follow my advice. 
Not long afterward 1. was informed of the notorious manifesto, 
which, countersigned by kersey, overthrew the independence of 
Hungary. 

" 1 went to Recsey, and reproached him, in the pre-ence of wit- 
nesses, with bis fickleness and the unlawfulness to which he had 
lent his hand. In respect to the manifesto, I declared that this was 
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a breach of every ic-i;:il ;j]-'':of!i.;ii!iy. and a declaration of war against 
Hungary, so flsnt Jin oilier jial.il was left lo Hungary but to provide 
for its self-defence. 

"After this I left Vicuna. a.nd proceeded by Suprony to my estate, 
where I. equipped iny^t'U". «:id armed my servants and my former 
peasants. I then set out to the battle-field, that as a true son of 
my beloved falberj.ui.u', I inigii! not only by my advice, but likewise 
by the devotion of my blood and life, prove my faith fulness to my 
country. 

i; Providence, however, disponed otherwise of me, as in conse- 
quence of iui uniooky fall f am doomed to inactivity. But I trust 
that my bruised arm will soon retiover strength enough to bs used 
ugainsi the enemy who is ravaging the coiimry. tliisl i :i;ay take p;:it 
in l.lie jjloiy of viofciry, or, if so it must be, in the glorious death of 
our fatherland. 

" I yet may add that I never did anything without the consent of 
the other ministers, and thai I never listened to the proposal of 
measures by which the laws of 184ft might have been injured. This 
1 have proved ;n my jirivni.c. public, and official actions." 



Count Lamberg'a murder, and Batthyanyi's resig- 
nation, encouraged J elhtcliieh to advance more rap- 
idly. September 29th the two armies met near the 
vineyards of Sokoro, which Jay green and quiet un- 
der a smiling sky. The proud Ban anticipated a 
victory with resistance so faint, that the iron hail 
should scarcely mar the foliage of the plain. But the 
sons of Hungary were there from the legal brief and 
the patient's couch, to fall under her banner. The 
inhabitants of the surrounding country had gathered 
to witness the conflict. The Croats were 40,000 
strong, and General Moga's force about 5,000. The 
order to fire was given by Jellachicb, and returned 
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promptly by his foe. A long cannonading succeeded, 
and the volumes of smoke fringed with fire, rolled 
over the unyielding combatants. Then the Ban's 
fierce cuirassiers made their charge, and were beaten 
back as a rock flings hack the surge. Again they 
charged with desperate energy and the rage of dis- 
appointed valor. The artillery opened gapes which 
were quickly filled ; the swords drank blood, and the 
scythes mowed down their ranks of living men. And 
so till night came down, the locust swarm of Croatia 
were In close struggle with the undisciplined Hunga- 
rian soldiery. Suddenly, there was a rush of the 
Magyars upon the foe — the final onset of the heroic 
band. A moment the shock was sustained by the 
stung and astonished cuirassiers of the Ban, and the 
billow of bravery went over the prostrate enemy, 
forced to the waters of Lake Velentze, in their rear. 
The sounds of discord died on the evening air — the 
clouds of vapor sank away from the vineyards of 
Sukoro, whose confines were red with the wine of 
And there stood the little army who had 
I the ark of freedom amid the fury of their first 
■ battle, wondering at the triumph their own 
hands had won. 

With the greater Hannibal, Moga committed a fatal 
mistake in refusing to permit his impatient soldiers to 
follow up the victory. Jellachich requested an armis- 
tice of three days, which was granted. The invader, 
under cover of darkness, decamped and fled toward the 
Austrian frontier. He escaped with the permission of 
his captors, to slay more defenders of rights dearer 
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than a fleeting existence — protectors of national honor 
and a religious faith. 

In this "flank movement," as Jellaohich termed his 
flight, ho was met, October 3d, by a detachment of 
National Guards of the Southern District, command- 
ed by Vidos, a representative in the Diet, and com 
pletely routed. On the 5th, the other division of the 
Croatian force, numbering 12,000 men and twelve 
pieces of ordnance, was overtaken by the rising peo- 
ple under Gorgey and others, and surrendered. The 
trophies taken at Pesth were sixty officers, twelve 
cannon, and eleven thousand muskets. The citizens 
in their rejoicing, could not mourn for the "unreturn- 
ing brave;" but they made the capital ring with en- 
thusiastic demonstrations of brightening hope for 



Jellachich with the remnant of his army reached the 
Austrian dominions, and was fairly in the grasp of the 
monarch who three months before had declared him a 
traitor. But instead of an execution, there appeared, 
October 4th, this Eoyal Manifesto : 

"We, Ferdinand I., Constitutional Emperor of Austria, &c, 
King of Hungary, Croatia, Solavonia, Dalmatia the Vth of this name, 
to the Barons, to the High-Dignitaries of the Church and State, to 
the Magnates and Representatives of II angary, its dependencies, and 
the Grand Duchy of Transylvania, who are assembled at tho Diet, 
convoked by ourselves in our free and royal town of Pesfh, our 
greeting : 

" To our deep concern anil indignation the House of Represen- 
tatives has been seduced by Kossuth and his adherents to great 
illegalities ; it has even carried out several illegal resolutions 
against our royal will, and has lately, on the 27ih of September, 
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issued a resolution against the commission of the Royal Commis- 
sary, our Lieutenant Fieid-Mar.shal, Coins! Francis Lambcrg, ap- 
pointed by ourselves to ro-ostabli-Ji peace. In censequence of 
whseli. lliis oiji- il.nyal Commissary, before lie eonJd even produce 
ins* commission, Was in the public street violently attacked by the 
furious mob which murdered 1dm in the miwt atrocious manner. 
Under these circumstances, we nee ourselves ennu.iellui!, iieeoreiu^ 
to our royal duty, for the maintenance of the security and the law, 
to take the following measures, and (o command their onforco- 



" First. We dissolve the Diet by this our decree; so that after 
the publication nf our present Sovereign Itesoriiit, the Diet has im- 
mediately 10 ch.se irs sessions. 

"Secondly. We decline as illegal, void, find invalid, all the 
resolutions, am! the measures of the Diet, which we have not 



" Thirdly. All troops. j.ut' us'iued bodies of every kind, whether 
national guards, or volunteers, which arc stationed in l.fueoary, 
and its dependencies, as well as in Transylvania, arc placed by 
rhia oni decree, under the chief command of our Ban of Croatia, 
Sclavonia and Dalmatia, Lieutenant Field-Marshal Baron Joseph 
Jellachich. 

" Fourthly. Until the disturbed peace and order in the coun- 
try shall be restored, the Kingdom of Hungary shall be subject- 
ed to martial law; in consequence of which, the respective author- 
ities are meanwhile to abstain from the celebration of congre- 
gations, whether of the counties, of the municipalities, or of the dis- 

" Fifthly. Our Ban of Croatia, Sclavonia and Dalmatia, Baron 
Joseph Jellachich, is hereby invested and empowered aa Com- 
missary of our lioyal Majesty; a.nd we give him full power and 
force, that he may, in the sphere of Executive Alinisrry, exer- 
cise the authority, with which as Lieutenant of our Royal Maj- 
esty, we have invested him in the present, extraordinary circum- 
stances. 

" In consequence of this our Sovereign plenipotence, we declare 
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all our ecclesiastical, civil and milium' amlmmi^, officers, and 
High Dignitaries of our Kingdom of Hungary, its dependencies, 
and Transylvania, as also all their inhabitants, that all the 
orders signed by Baron Jellachicli as our empowered Royal 

Comini.i-Miy, slmll hi.> hy tljcm Cr'jeyiid, mid evAb'ciyd, in the same 
way as they are bound to obey our Royal Majesty." 

The republican principle had been growing in 
strength and vigor among the students of the Uni- 
versity of Vienna, professional men, and the poorer 

classes generally. The rejection of two dignified 
deputations from the Hungarian Diet by the Court, 
deepened the popular feeling, And when the ap- 
pointment of Jellaehieh, Cue ravager of guiltless Hun- 
gary, was known, placing under Iris military rule the 
freemen of the Magyar domain, the excitement waxed 
hot. He was a defeated traitor; and what had thoso 
who loved liberty to anticipate from him ? 

The reactionary mission of the Ban was apparent. 
The people assembled in masses of 10,000 in the Ode- 
on, to hear the harangues of Dr. Tausernan on the 
depredations of the Croats. The 5th he made a tre- 
mendous speech on " Jellachicli before the gates of 
Vienna." The immense concourse cheered the orator 
and retired, with no visible tokens of coining earth- 
quake. There was thought out of sight, and the 
upheaving elements were at work. A battalion of 
troops were ordered to leave the capital and join the 
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Ban. Eeluctantly they complied, exclaiming, "The 
Hungarians are our brothers, not our foes I" 

Beaching the railway station, they were surround- 
ed by excited crowds, among whom were many of 
the National Guards. General Bredi persisted, 
agaiiini the remonstrances from the masses, in obeying 
the imperial mandate. The throngs blocked the path 
of the troops, and were commanded to retire. They 
still pressed around the soldiers, and the word "fire!" 
was given. Several of the Guards fell ; the rest who 
were armed and the citizens, returned this shot. Bredi 
fell from his horse a corpse, and the soldiers retired. 
The alarm spread, and general insurrection follow- 
ed, until the streets ran blood. Amid the ringing of 
alarm-bells, the ceaseless thunder of cannon, and the 
wild tumult of desperate battle, Count Latour, who 
from his official position was deemed responsible for 
the sanguinary scene, was seized and hung by the in- 
furiate populace. 

The troops were defeated, the arsenal stormed, 
and the King was a fugitive from the palace of Vienna ; 
terror-stricken and cowardly in his departure from 
resolute subjects, upspringing from his oppressive 
hand, like the recoil of a massive spring from a gi' 
ant's relaxing grasp. 
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INSURRECTION — HEtt's ARRIVAL — KOSSUTH MARCHES - 



TTLE OF SCHWECHAT — I. AST- 
Sift H OPS K XV. CUT ION 3- — CONDITION OF 

THE TWO ARMIES ABDICATION OF FERDINAND. 

On the morning succeeding the convulsion which 
drove Ferdinand to Olmutz, there was a strange tran- 
quillity, a calm above the feverish throb of hearts, 
whose fiery impulses were tamed only by success, 
unknown in the annals of revolutions. Business was 
unchecked in its flow. The locomotive thundered 
on— the telegraph transmitted its messages — and 
busy wheels were numberless in the streets of Vienna. 
But liberty had raised her drooping form amid the 
carnage of the few past hours; and the sight re- 
joiced the masses. The struggle was now plainly 
between Hungary and Austria — freedom and despo- 
tism. The Sclavic portion of the Viennese democra- 
cy, whose influence decided the rejection of the last 
deputation from the Hungarian to the Austrian Diet, 
were no longer deluded. The " Constituent Assem- 
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bly," beholding the vacant throne, declared itself sit- 
ting "en permanence.'' It forbade the entrance of 
imperial troops into the Capital along the railways; 
issued a. proclamation to the people, congratulating 
them upon the triumphs of the insurrection ; and sent 
an address to Ferdinand, imploring him to return to 
his loyal subjects, and prevent the threatened result 
of his absence, civil war. These official acts, identi- 
fied the Assembly with the revolutionary party, and 
prompt measures would have secured the glorious 
conquest of popular rights. But delay paralyzed the 
energies which needed only a guiding spirit. Gene- 
ral Auersperg. commander of the city, had retired with 
the remnant of the army to the Glacis, or declivity, 
between the Capital and Champaign, and frowned 
harmlessly upon the conquered metropolis. A brave 
leader of the impatient people, could have dislodged 
him without the shedding of blood. 

Jellaehich's force was reduced to a powerless com- 
pany of exhausted Croats, and might have been scat- 
tered like autumnal leaves before the blast. But both 
Hungarian and Austrian patriots were unused to the 
strategy of war. 

The Assembly, bewildered and timid, threw the 
refqioimbiUty of decisive work upon the Common 
Council ; and they, in tarn, leaned helplessly upon 
the National Guards. This interval of hesitation, 
gave Auersperg, Jellachich and Prince Windisch- 
gratz, time to join tbeir divisions of the royal army, 
and by recruits strengthen their blockade of the Cap. 
ital. 
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Meanwhile, the Hungarians in hot pursuit of the 
Ban, had halted on the Austrian boundary, and the 
Committee of Defence waited for a formal invitation 
from the Assembly, before venturing across the line. 
This body was not sufficiently committed to the rev- 
olution to make the request, and the masses, though 
armed and panting for the strife, dare not dissolve 
the Assembly. While standing upon the question of 
legality, gazing anxiously towards each other, the 
friends of freedom saw the golden moment passing. 
The tide of affairs so hopeful, turned sadly against 
Hungary. It was an emergency which knows no 
law of expediency or forms of diplomatic propriety ; 
and had the patriots seen it then, as since, the tri- 
color might have waved from Pesth to Vienna. — 
Count Francis Pulszky, a noble Hungarian, was de- 
spatched to the Austrian Capital. He found the Na- 
tional Guard, which, overshadowed by common con- 
sent the Diet and Assembly, virtually without a 
Commander. In five days, they had changed Gene- 
rals three times, and at length chose Messenhauser, 
whose greatest quality was the tact of hostile display, 
and a fruitless waste of powder. Pulszky entered 
the room of the Permanent Committee of the Diet in 
the Palace, and was saluted with the earnest ques- 
tion:— "Will the Hungarians oome?" The Count's 
reply disclosed the extreme caution of the ministry at 
home: — "As soon as desired by the Austrian Diet.', 
After unavailing interviews with the Common Coun- 
cil and Guards, he returned. At this juncture, Bern, 
a brave Pole, arrived at Vienna, en route to Hungary. 
9 
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He had served under Davoust and Macdonald, in the 
campaign of 1812, and possessed of a splendid mind, 
he was a valuable accession to the cause of freedom. 
He loved the heroic and fiery Magyar, and was in 
taste to lead on his battalions under the tri-colored 
banner. 

The Viennese saw in this northern Lafayette, their 
leader, and, thronging into his apartment, urged his 
acceptance of the command and defence of the Capi- 
tal Waving his enthusiastic preference of an Hun- 
garian appointment, lie yielded to the popular clamor. 
At Pressburg there was the activity of preparation 
for the combat with Austria. Men of snowy beard 
and stooping form were by the side of ardent boy- 
hood throwing up entrenchments with haste too in- 
tense for tumult; hospitals for the wounded were 
erected, and supplies were despatched to the army 
encamped along the right bank of the Danube, be- 
tween Kopcseny and Parendorf. The brave Klapka 
fortified the heights of the town, and animated, with 
his unfaltering courage, the troops. While the min- 
istry at Peslli were deliberating and undecided whe- 
ther to join the Viennese, around whom dangers gath- 
ered rapidly, Kossuth was mustering twelve thousand 
volunteers and thirty cannon ; and with this force 
marched on to Pressburg. He immediately reviewed 
the regiments, and learning from Count Pulszky the 
chaotic condition of affairs in the Capital, who sug- 
gested an interview with Bern and union of design, 
he sent a letter to the generous Pole, requesting his 
presence in the Hungarian camp. The Courier es- 
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caped the vigilance of the Austrian and Croat, passing 
through the enemy's country safely, and reached the 
friends of the revolution. The message fell into the 
hands of Messenhauser, the commander of the Guards ; 
his undetermined spirit anticipated yet an agreement 
with the Court, and he suppressed the communication. 
Of course, Bern did not hasten to the waiting Magyar, 
and the failure was a sad one for freedom. What might 
not have been hoped from the consultation and simul- 
taneous onset of Kossuth and Bern? 

October 24th, Kossuth arrived at Parendorf, the ren- 
dezvous of Hungarian troops. Assembling the entire 
army, he glanced along the silent lines, while the inter- 
ests at stake, and his country's doubtful future, swept 
over the horizon of his lofty mind. Upon the deeds of 
those men, hung the independence and glory of an an- 
cient race. The Danube rolled by, a solemn emblem 
of the rushing tide of decisive events. He felt deeply, 
and spoke with no thought of himself; " my bleeding 
country!" was his tearful exclamation. His voice 
rang over the tented plain like a trumpet of certain and 
shrill sound ; stirring the blood of veterans, to whom 
the thunder of war was familiar music. 

Extending his hand tow arc! tbo public way, he closed 
his sublime oration in these words: "Magyars, there is 
the road to your peaceful homes and firesides. Yonder 
is the path to death ; but it is the path of duty. Which 
will you take ? Every man shall choose for himself. 
We want none but willing soldiers!" The great body 
of that host, comprising thirty thousand Hungarians, 
ehouted, " Liberty or Death ! " Then the officers of each 
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regiment, were required to signify in writing whether 
they would remain in the service of Hungary, and fight 
the common foe, or leave the ranks. A hundred officers, 
principally foreigners, retired with the pledge not to en- 
gage in a war against their comrades for six months, 

On the 27th, a council of war was held, and while 
General M'oga, and inferior commander, opposed stren- 
uously aggressive movements, the roar of cannon came 
on the breeze from Vienna. It startled Kossuth ; it 
was a demand for immediate action. The proposition 
to send a force against a Gdlaeinn invasion designed to 
kindle another Sclavonic insurrection, was urged by 
the conservative party. Gorgey voted for advancing, 
and ambitiously desiring the Generalship, pressed the 
necessity of appointing an officer whose reputation 
should be security against IrewJi.r.ry. Then louder came 
the noise of artillery, borne heavily by the passing 
wind to that council-tent. Kossuth replied to the 
question of marching unsolicited to the Capital, already 
under the iron hail of assault: "Though Hungary 
stood in no connection with Vienna, yet it is a duty of 
honor to hasten to 'lie aid of the. Viennese, as they have 
risen in opposition to the war against Hungary. If we 
win a battle, it will decide the fate of the Austrian 
monarchy, and of all Germany ; if we lose one, it will 
not discourage the nation, but will spur it to the greater 
sacrifice. But to be passive at the very threshold of the 
scene of action, would lower the Hungarians with for- 
eign countries, and in the country itself would cool en- 
thusiasm." The simple argument closed the debate; 
the decision was to advance without delay. 



y, Google 



SIEGE OF VIENKA. Io3 

The next day, the Hungarian army crossed the fron- 
tier of Austria, and planted her flag upon hostile soil. 
Of their 25,000 men, 10,000 were raw volunteers, un- 
disciplined and almost unarmed. Prince Windischgratz, 
the commander-in-chief of the enemy, had 70,000 
trained soldiers. For twenty days the Viennese had 
held the city against the augmenting enemy, whose for- 
tifications darkened the encircling plains. The echo of 
artillery was the hourly tocsin of the siege, and at night 
a circle of fire revealed the embrace of the beleaguering 
host. On the evening of the 28th the Hungarian army 
had reached the river Fischa, and pitched their tents. 
On a solitary hill, they kindled a mighty signal fire, 
whose ascending flames could be seen with telescopes 
from the tower of St. Stephen, in the bombarded Cap- 
ital. The sky reddened in the glow of the conflagration 
which tdef/raphed to the Viennese the coming of brave 
warriors to their rescue. Around a feebler glow, un- 
der the interlocking forest-trees, sat Kossuth and his 
Generals, eating roasted potatoes and lard, and discuss- 
ing the prospects of Hungary. They lay down on the 
dry foliage and snatched a brief repose. Eesuming 
with the flush of dawn their march, at close of day they 
were encamped on the slopes near Schwechat. And 
when the fires burned dimly in the spreading light of 
the next slow morning, a thick, gray mist covered the 
valleys. Nothing was visible in the direction of Vienna, 
nor did the booming of guns announce the preparation 
of the revolutionists for combat. The Magyars were 
altogether ignorant that measures of capitulation had 
been commenced, and waited impatiently to meet the 
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enemy. As the clouds broke away, and the sunlight 
fell again upon their camps, the roar of cannon from the 
Austrian legions, announced that conflict was at hand.. 
" Hurrah I" rang along the .1 [ruigarian lines, and the 
brave fellows seemed to hear it returned from the dis- 
tant turrets of St. Stephen. For two hours a ceaseless 
cannonading followed without decided effect. Major 
Cuyon thou charged impetuously upon JVIannswovlh 
and took it, while the right wing rushed on against the 
opposing Croats, and with a shout of victory swept 
aside the battalions of the Ban. An advance of the 
left wing would have made the storming of Schwechat 
another conquest. The Hungarian centre was opposite 
that of the enemy, and Kossuth perceiving at a glance 
the advantage of securing the position held by the Aus- 
trians, ordered Gen. Moga to bring forward his force 
and take the entrenchment. He refused, and Kossuth 
immediately offered the mutinous General his own car- 
riage to convey him home, as he could no longer retain 
command. Gorgey, who had bravely led the vanguard, 
and was the most conspicuous hero then on the field, 
was named Commander by Kossuth on the spot. Delay 
(wrmiuecl a concentration of the enemy's cavalry, and 
the clay was lost 

And no sound of strife reached the car from Vienna, 
ind not a banner floated from the ramparts or frowning 
walls. The ominous stillness was painful to Kossuth, 
who with Pulszky, rode by Moga's side continually. 
Unwilling to abandon the field, though this General 
urged a retreat, the fearless patriot dared the storm of 
b-'.ttle, that the Viennese might not lose the possibility 
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of escape and victory. The advancing troops of Win- 
dischgrata, left no longer a doubt concerning the fate 
of the Capita!. There was no battle strife there, or the 
Auatriana would have other work to do, than a univer- 
sal gathering around the Hungarian bands. At four 
o'clock two bomb-shells fell among a few regiments of 
peasants, armed only with scythes, who had stood for 
hours defenceless before the artillery of the foe. 

A panic spread like an electric shock, and, making 
a rapid flight, they broke and disordered the right 
wing, which had nobly sustained the overwhelming 
force of the royal troops. The command for retreat 
was sounded, and within the unbroken curve of the left 
wing, aided by a reserve, they were covered from the 
shots of the enemy. Kossuth hastened after the terrified 
Guards. Checked for a brief time, they were again 
seiaed with sudden alarm, and rushed headlong from 
the camp, bearing with them the battalions in their 
path. By that strange fatality which sometimes saves 
and again destroys an army, the Austrians did not im- 
prove their victory, and annihilate the Hungarians, 
as they might have done; but allowed their dis- 
tracted foe to leave unpursued the fields of Schwecliat. 
Count Pulszky, a hero, a statesman, and a most 
amiable citizen, led off the rear guard of the right wing. 
About two hundred Magyars lay dead where they 
fiercely fought, and four hundred of the imperial sol- 
diers had fallen. Six hundred lifeless forms are a 
small offering on the altar of Mars, but enough to 
sadden the contemplative mind, with pictures drawn 
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from two worlds, of the consequences which followed 
the slaughter. 

During this deadly strife, the Bishops of the king- 
dom, had been in solemn consultation and prayer at 
Pesth. They added the impressiveness of religious 
obligation to the last appeal made in their nation's 
behalf to the soulless despot, whose chain was on the 
neck of the resisting Magyar. Their eloquent address 
deserves a place among the memorials of that crisis in 
human well-being : 



" Sire ! Penetrated with feelings of the most profound sorrow, 
at the sight of the innumerable calamities, and the internal evils 
which desolate our unhappy country, we respectfully address 
your Majesty, in the hope that you may listen with favor to th« 
voice of those, who, after having proved their inviolable fidelitj 
to your Majesty, believe it to be their duty as heads of the Hungariai 
md to bear to the foot of the thronf 
■ests of the Church, of the Country, 



Church, 

their just comph 
and of the Mona 



c!,y. 



formed of the p> 

yiy.ti: Ih-V-iv, 
unhappy 






r the 



■y, kn< 



the throne itself in dangei 
and efficacious remedy, by t 
your own good heart. 

■ : I J miliary is actually ii 
ation. In the south, an entire rac. 
civil and political rights recognized 
open insurrection for several months, 
a party which seems to have adopted 
terminating the Magyar and German ) 



■lieve that your Majesty is correctly in- 
rf Hungary. We are convinced that 
! of your being so far away from our 
.her the misfortunes which overwhelm 
lediatoly threaten her, and which place 
unless your Majesty applies a prompt 
Lending to nothing but the dictates of 



the saddest and most deplorable situ- 
although enjoying all the 
Hungary, has been in 
xciled and led astray by 
e frightful mission of ex 
;es, which havo constant 
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ly been the strongest anil surest support of your Mu^st.ys 
throne. Several thriving towns and villages have become a prey 
to flumes,' and have been totally destroyed ; thousands of Magyar 
and German faibjeets are waiidi'<i-m« about without food or shel- 
ter, or have fallen victitns to indescribable cruelty, for it is re- 
volting to repeat the frightful atrocities by which the popular 
rage, let loose by diabolical excitement, ventures to display it- 
self. 

"These horrors were, however, but the prelude of still greater 
evils, which were about to fall upon our country, God forbid that 
we should afflict your Majesty with the hideous picture of all out 
misfortunes. SuihY.o it to say, thai, the different races who inhabit 
your liingdian of Hungary, stirred up, excited one against the other 
by infernal intrigues, only distinguish themselves by |>iliago, incen- 
diarism, and murder, perpetrated with the greatest refinement of 
atrocity. 

"Sire! The Hungarian nation, heretofore the firmest bul- 
wark of Christianity and civilization against the incessant at- 
tacks of barbarism, often experienced rude shocks in that pro- 
tracted struggle for life and death ; but at no period did there 
gather over her head so many and so terrible tempests, never was 
she entangled in the meshes of so perfidious an intriyaie, never had 
she to submit to treatment so cruel, and at the same lime so cow- 
ardly — and yet, oh ! profound sorrow ! ail these horrors are com- 
mitted in the name, and, as they assure us, by the order of your 
Majesty. 

" Yes, Sire, it is under your Government, and in the name of 
your Majesty, that our flourishing towns are bombarded, sacked 
and (Its i roved. In the name of your Majesty, they butcher the 
Magyars and Germans. Yes, Sire! all this is done; and they 
in cess; i. nl.lv repeal it, in the name and by the order of your Maj- 
esty, who nevertheless have proved, in a manner so a.utheutie and 
so recent, your benevolent and paternal intentions toward Hun- 
gary — in the name of your Majesty, who in tin; last- Diet of Press- 
burg, yielding to the wishes of the Hungarian nation, and to the ex- 
igencies of the time, consented to sanction, and confirm by your 
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royal word and oath, the foundation of a new Constitution, estab 
lished on the still broader foundation of a perfectly independent Gov 

" It is for this reason the Hungarian nation, deeply grateful to 
your Majesty, accustomed also to receive from her King nothing 
but proofs of goodness roally paternal, when he listens only to 
the dictates of his own heart, refuses to believe, and we hor chief 
pastors, also refuse to believe, that your Majesty either knows 
or sees with indifference, still less approves, the infamous man- 
ner in which the enemies of our country and of our liberties com- 
promise (he kingly majesty, arming the populations against each 
other, shaking the very foundations of the Constitution, frustrating 
legally established powers, seeking even to destroy in the hearts 
of all, the love of subjects for their sovereign, by saying that your 
Mn.jesl.y wishes to withdraw from your faii]u":il Ihiug.irinns 1.1 ju "con- 
cessions solemnly sworn to and sanctioned In the last Diet, and 
finally, to wrest from the country her character of a free and inde- 
pendent kingdom. 

" Already, Sire ! have these new laws and liberties, giving the 
surest guarantees for the freedom of the people, struck root so deeply 
in the hearts of the nation, that public opinion makes it our duty to 
represent to your Majesty, that tho Hungarian people could not but 
lose that devotion and veneration, consecrated and proved on so 
many occasions up to the present time if it were attempted to make 
them believe that the violation of the laws, and of the Government, 
sanctioned and established by your Majesty, is committed with the 
COIlni'lit ufthii King. 

« But if, on the one hand, we are strongly convinced that your 
Majesty had taken no part in the intrigues so basely woven against 
the Hungarian people, we are not the less persuaded, that that peo- 
pie, taking arms to defend their liberty, havo stood on legal ground, 
and that in obeying Instinctively the supreme law of nations, which 
demands the safety of all, they have at the same time saved the dig- 
nity of the throne and the monarchy, greatly compromised by advis- 
e-s as dangerous as they are rash. 

" Sire ! We, the chief pastors of the greatest part of the Hun- 
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garian people, know better than any others their noble senti- 
ments; and we venture to assert, in accordance with history, tint 
there does not exist a people more faithful to their monarchs 
than the Hungarians, when they are governed according to their 

"We guarantee to your Majesty, that this people, such faithful 
observers of order and of the civil laws in the midst of the present 
turmoils, desire nothing but the peaceable enjoyment of the liberties 
granted and sanctioned by the throne. 

" In this deep conviction, moved also by the sacred interests of die 
country and the good of the Church, which sees in your Majesty her 
first and principal defender, wo, the Bishops of Hungary, humbly en- 
treat your Majesty patie:niy lo look upon our country now in dan- 
ger. Let your }Ia;osiv deign io think a moment upon the lament- 
able situation in which this wretched country is at present, v.diero 
thousands of your innocent subjects, who formerly all lived together 
in peace and brotherhood on all sides, notwithstanding differences of 
races, now find themselves plunged into the most frightful misery by 
their civil wars. 

" The blood of the people is flowing in torrents — thousands of 
your Majesty's faithful subjects are, some massacred, others 
wandering about without shelter, and reduced to beggary — our 
towns, our villages are nothing siur. heaps of ashes — the clash of 
arms has driven the faithful people from our temples, that have 
become deserted — the mourning Church weeps over the fall of 
religion, and the education of die people is interrupted and aban- 
doned. 

"The frightful spectre of wretchedness increases and develops 
ksolf every day inidor a thousand hideous forms. The morality, 
and with it the happiness of the people, disappear in die gulf of 

" But let you-- Majesty also deign to reflect upon the terrible con- 
sequences of those civil wars; not only as regards their influence 
on the mora! and siihstanual interests of the people, but also as re- 
gards their influence upon the security and stability of the monarchy. 
J At your Majesty hasten to speak one of those powerful words 
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which calm tne tempests !— the flood rises, the waves are gathering, 
and threaten to engulf the throne ! 

"Let a harrier be speedily raised against those passions excited 
and let loose with infernal art among populations hitherto so peace- 
able. How is it possible to make people who have been inspired 
with the most frightful thirst— that of blood— return within the limits 
of order, justice, and moderation ? 

" Who will restore to the regal Majesty the original purity of ita 
brihianey, of its splendor, after having dragged I kit .Majesty in lln; 
mire of the most evil passions 7 Who will restore faith and confi- 
dence in the Royal word and oatli ? Who will render an account 
to the tribunal of the living God, of the thousands of individuals woo 
have fallen, and fall every day, innocent victims to the fury of civil 
war ? 

"Sire! our duty as faithful subjects. !he good of (ho country, and 
the honor of our religion, have inspired us to make these humble 
hut sincere remonstrances, and havo bid (is raise- our voices ! So, 
let us hope, that your Majesty win .not merely revive our senti- 
ments, but that, mindful of the solemn oath that you took on the 
day of your coronation, in the face of Heaven, not only to defend 
the liberties of the people, but to extend them still further— that 
mindful of this oath, to which you appeal so often and so solemnly, 
you will remote from your royal person the terrible responsibility 
that those impious and bloody wars heap upon tbo throne, and that 
you wdl tear oil' the tissue of vile lu'sehoods. with which pernicious 
advisers beset you, by hastening wilh prompt and strong resolu- 
tion, to recall peace and order to our country, which was always the 
firmest prop to your throne ! in order that, with Divine assistance, 
that country, so severely tried, may ai>uin see prosperous days; in 
order thai, in the midst of profound pence, she inav raise a monu- 
ment of eternal gratitude to Ihe justice and pali'ri:iil benevolence of 
her King. 

" Signed at Pesth, the 38th Oct. 1848, 
"The Bishops of the Catholic Church of Hungary."- 

Fogarassy, who bore this pathetic message to 01 
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mutz, was dismissed with the coolness of tyranny rm- 
softened by tin; amenities of common life. T'hc tidings 
of his scornful rejection reached Pesth before he ar- 
rived. The Bishops then lifted their despairing voice 
to their flocks. How completely do their paternal 
words answer the Austrian calumny that civil conflict 
in Hungary was the disorder the he»e-coknt Ferdinand 
■would suppress. 

"When six months ;'go, our cm^tiUKiuii, eigin centuries old, was 
modified at (he Diet, of Pressbnrg, according n.i tin' e.\ii;eticies of 
the times and the wishes of the nation, and its benufits extended to 
all the sons of our native land, without distinction of class, language 
or creed; when ilie iiidqiendeni government sanctioned by (hr; King, 
received its powers, no one couid liavc bellfv'fd it possible ever to 
attack that free constitution, or lo excite llie oilier races against the 
Hungarians. 

"We exhort you, dear brethren in Christ, to be of unflinch- 
ing fidelity to your country, of courageous devnCen to her de- 
fence, of sincere obedience to the aufhorhies, who in this hour 
of dunger, are oolicrod f.o nak you for greater service than here- 
tofore. Be convinced that they are endeavoring to win your 
liberty, and wi'li it year happiness on earth. Consider it your 
most snored duty to submit yourselves to the legal authorities 
of the country ; to live amongst them in peace and love, mu- 
tually to assist each other, to sustain the weak, lo encourage the 
[imid, to punish the enemies of order. Have patience and coinage, 
and hope in the grace of God, which, far from allowing you to sink 
under the weight of baule, will recompense your perseverance by 
the blessings of peace. To Him, the Eternal King, the Immortal 
Lord, invisible and wise, be glory and praise forever and ever. 



Such was the unusual and noble attitude of the 
Catholic Church of Hungary during the struggle; 
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a hierarchy whose tendencies are everywhere toward 
centralization — and which has been always the wall 
of fire around thrones. In Vienna victims were fall- 
ing before the executioner's hand. Prince Win- 
dischgratz, not naturally cruel, " systematically se- 
lected his men for sacrifice, according to the dictates 
of policy ; the moral power of their example on. the 
rebels. 

The eloquent Blum, among German democrats, a 
leader whose fame was universal, was the first citizen 
devoted to the gallows. A brave Pole must die to 
avenge the havoc of Bern, and his aid-de-camp Jel- 
ovizld was taken. Of the National Guards, Baron 
Sternau was seized and made a target for the rifle- 
men. Doctor Becher represented the Press in this 
tragedy, and was hurried to his doom. A young 
Jew and disciple of Hegel, followed to the place of 
slaughter ; then went a poor Hungarian. Soon af- 
ter, the half-hearted patriot Messenhau.ser, an Aus- 
trian officer who dared to join the revolutionists, 
passed to execution, contrary to law and express 
order for three days' delay of sentence, to gratify 
the relentless purpose of "Windischgratz. While 
these objects of despotic vengeance were following 
each other to violent death, the condition of Hun- 
gary was perilous and disheartening. Seventy-five 
thousand soldiers under the Prince, were around Vi- 
enna : twelve thousand, commanded by Simonich, 
darkened the Moravian boundary ; and fifteen thou- 
sand, led by Schlick, guarded the Gallacian frontier. 
Fuehner and his associate generals, were entrenched 
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in Transylvania ; while the Serbs hung menacingly 
along the Banat. The strong-holds of Arad, Es- 
seg and Temesvar, were in the power of the enemy. 
So that from nine points at the same moment, the ar- 
tillery of Austria was aimed at the palpitating heart 
of poor Hungary, isolated and unaided in her gloomy 
hour. 

Those environed Magyars remind us of scenes which 
a northern wilderness. A confia- 
ng in summer time has swept along the 
mountain ridges until every tree has become a spire 
of flame, and the roar of the advancing element filled 
the gorges. Chased from their quiet lair, the deer 
have descended to the valleys, and tremblingly await- 
ed the issue of the invading fire, which narrowed con- 
tinually their green domain, and lit up the sky with 
the hue of wrath. 

But for Hungary there was help in her chief. 
Louis Kossuth was at the head of the Committee of 
Defence, with genius equal to the dangers that thick- 
ened about his trembling people. He left Gorgey to 
discipline his troops at Presshurg, by daily drills and 
skirmishes, and went over the land to secure the 
munitions of war. To supply the want of sulphur for 
powder he gathered pyrites from the copper mines, 
and the powder-mills began to hum with activity. 
Foundries illumined the nightly sky with beacons of 
ceaseless glow ; and the mechanics, as if by a sudden 
and supernatural impulse, made "boots and uniforms 
for the unclad volunteers. "Wherever Kossuth 
stamped his foot, there sprang up a soldier." The 



5y Google 



144 LIFE OF LOUIS KOSSUTH. 

battalions multiplied at his call, and were drilled lot 
action with astonishing haste and precision. He 
planned financial securities, wrote countless despatches, 
and in person visited the masses, selling their pulses 
on lire for combat around their altars and constitu- 
tion. The 1st of December, Bern set out for Transyl- 
vania, where the hostile preparations were most alarm- 
ing, promising the Diet at Pesth, that with his 8000 
men "he would in a fortnight invade Transylvania; 
would first beat Wardner. and take Dees, the key of 
the country, and after that Kolosvar. When he had 
achieved this, lie would pursue and chase away Urban, 
from the \V~a.llaeh districts next to Bnkovina; and as 
soon as he had thus elrected a junction with the faith- 
ful Szekclys, he would drive the Austrians out of the 
Saxon land at the point of the bayonet." The bril- 
liant prophecy awakened a smile in the Diet. The 
next day, after the departure of the Polish hero, 
December 2d, Emperor Ferdinand abdicated his throne 
at Olmutz; his brother Francis Charles in turn re- 
nounced his royal claim, and. the sceptre passed to the 
delicate hand of his son, nineteen years old. The op- 
pressive spirit of the Hapsburg dynasty was repre- 
sented by that unbearded boy, before whom Hungary 
must stand bleeding; and unless victorious, at length 
clasp her chains and bow at his feet ; a lion in the 
strong meshes of ajuvenile yet ruthless hunter. 
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SKIRMISHES WITH THE AUSTRIAK ARMY- 

FULSZKY— THE CONFLICT OPENS— A DEPUTATION DESPATCHED TO 
PRINCE WINDISCHSRATZ WITH PROPOSALS OF PEACE, AMD ARE DE- 
TAINED PRISONERS — TRANSFER OF THE GOVERNMENT TO DEBRECZEH 

— COUNCIL OF WAR PLAN OF DEFENCE — GORGET'S MARCH — ■ 

STORMING OF THE DEFILES OF ERAKIEZEO— PROGRESS OF TUB 
ARJKIES— BATTLE OF KAPOLNA— KOSSUTH'S PRAYER— BEM— 
PEECZEL— HUNGARIANS ADVANCE TOWARDS GODOLLO— MARCH OF 
THE HUNGARIANS TOWARDS PE9TH— BATTLE OF TAFIOBIESITE 

BATTLE OF IS ASZEG— RENDEZVOUS AT GODOLLO BATTLE 

OF WAITZEN— DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE— JOY OF TH« 
PEOPLE. 

During the first half of December but little wa? 
accomplished besides brief battles with, the enemy. 
Damianics defeated the Serbs on the frontier of the 
Banat; in the defiles of Dukla, General Schlick rout- 
ed the Hungarians under Colonel Alexander Pulszky, 
but their retreat was covered by a company of Poles, 
who took prisoner the chief of Sehlick's staff. It was 
like the affair of Bunker Hill in the Colonial Revo- 
lution ; according to Austrian confession, " a victory 
dearly bought." General Meszaros, Minister of "War, 
now commanded the forces against Schlick, and waa 
also defeated. Kossuth was anxious still to spare the. 
country a long and bloody struggle, and wrote to Mr. 
10 
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Stiles, U. S. Envoy at Vienna, imploring him to secure 
from the Prince an armistice with the Hungarian 
army. "Windischgratz declined to treat, demanding 
unconditional surrender. On the 16th of December, 
the same day that the entire Austrian army entered 
Hungary from the Upper Danube, and the horrors of 
a winter campaign brooded over the frozen soil and 
streams, Count Pulszky, after a private conference with 
Kossuth, was sent to Gorgey at Pressburg, to ascertain 
if rumors of the advancing foe were true. 
■ In an open carriage, wrapped in the peasant's mantle 
of sheep-skin, he glided like Napoleon's courier, over 
the undulating country. Gorgey bad crossed the 
Danube, and defeated in severe engagements, baited at 
Altenburg. Pulszky returned to Pesth. Kossuth 
meanwhile, closely secluded in his dwelling, was in- 
tensely active ; conferring with members of the Diet 
which was in session, and writing often all night with- 
out an intermission of repose. His intellect seemed to 
compel the body to endure this ceaseless mental fric- 
tion without derangement. Gorgey marched from 
Altenburg to Kaab, an important port, where he con- 
centrated his forces. Upon the approach of the enemy, 
he retreated towards Buda, to join Perczcl, advancing 
with 6000 men from the Drave. 

But Perczel was not allowed to pass the Ban, who 
hovered upon his march. At Moor they met, and 
after a desperate fight, in which the Hungarians dis- 
played Spartan courage, Jellachich was victorious. 
It was sad tidings for Hungary. The disasters af- 
fected the nation as did the darkest crisis in tha 
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American war. Noble hearts sank with despair, and 
prayers for help went tip from Catholic and Protes- 
tant homes. In this dismal hour, which gave to the 
bearing of Prince Windischgratz the scornful arro- 
gance of an avenging conqueror, whose work was 
done, it was thought expedient to send a ( 
to the camp of the Prince, and propose to nej 
peace. 

Count Louis Batthyanyi and four others were the 
appointed representation, who proceeded to the Aus- 
trian head-quarters. In defiance of laws sacred to 
savages, Windischgratz ordered them arrested prison- 
ers of the realm ; and with treacherous indignity de- 
manded still uu conditional submission. All but Batthy- 
anyi were soon released. He was too conspicuous, in- 
fluential and wealthy to be spared. Austrian treachery 
thirsted for his blood, and her avarice for his fortune. 
To the interrogatives of his relentless foes, he replied, 
" Let me be confronted with the Archduke Stephen, 
the Palatine of the Kingdom, who shamefully desert- 
ed his post. I have done nothing but to carry into 
practice those measures which he, the Palatine, and 
fully authorized agent of the King, has constantly ap- 
proved." 

Nothing was now left for Hungary hut to bare her 
breast to the shock of battle, on whose devastntinr; 
and gory prosecution depended the triumphs of free- 
dom, or the slavery of the Magyar race. Gorgey, who, 
since the defeat at Schwechat, had commanded the 
main army, was encamped near Buda, on the road to 
Kaab. On the 1st of January, 1849, a council of war 
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was held at Pesth, composed of the Committee of 
Defence, Gorgey, Perczel, Lazar, and Tetter, acting 
Secretary of War, who presided. It was decided to 
■transfer the seat of government to Debrecaen; to re- 
main and stake a decisive battle under the walls of 
Buda would be rash, if not fatal, without the aid of 
the division in the lower country, which had just con- 
quered the Serbs. 

In the plan of defence unanimously adopted by the 
Generals, was the assembling of the troops upon the 
banks of the Theisa, to guard that river against the 
royal battalions. Gorgey, with 20,000 soldiers, was 
directed to march towards Upper Hungary, and by 
attracting the attention of Windischgratz, deceive him 
respecting the designs and movements of the Hun- 
garians. The feint was perfectly successful. The 
Prince, after taking possession of Pcsth, watched nar- 
rowly Gorgey's progress, barely saluting with a de- 
tachment or two, the Magyars mustering beside the 
sweeping Theiss. Arsenals and foundries were open- 
ed, while the new recruits continued screaming in, and 
were enrolled by regiments. 

Meszaroa being routed at Kashau, Klapka was 
sent to take command, and after three brilliant ac- 
tions, checked the enemy's approach to Debreczen, 
and protected the new capital. Gorgey fought his way 
through from Waitzen to Ipolysag, thence from one 
mountain city to another, till he reached Zips coun- 
ty. At Iglo, he was surprised by the Austrians, but 
after a scene of carnage in the streets, advanced tri- 
umphantly towards Epiries. It was necessary to 
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pass the defiles of Braniezko, whose steeps, deemed 
impregnable, were occupied "by Schlick. Gorgey 
entered the gorge, and pointed his brave troops to the 
threatening heights, bristling with bayonets, and 
covered with artillery. The order to assault was 
given, and with a shout the heroes rushed up the 
cliffs of fire. The storming waxed furious, and the 
defiles echoed with more fearful uproar than ever the 
surrounding squadrons of the tempest made in that 
fastness, and it was wreathed with more consuming 
lightning than fringes the meeting clouds. Upward 
moved the dark lines of living men over the descend- 
ing bodies, until one fourffi of the assailants were 
slain ; and the Austrians were flying from this Ther- 
mopylae in disorderly haste. 

February 6th, Gorgey was at Epiries, and the com- 
munication with Debreczen and the Theiss, complete. 
General Dembinski, a patriotic Pole, thoroughly edu- 
cated, and who had received a captaincy from Na- 
poleon in the invasion of Russia, came from Paris, 
his. residence for several years, and joined the Hun- 
garian army. At this time he was appointed Com- 
ma ad er-in- Chief of the troops— a circumstance that 
first distinctly developed Guryev's towering ambition. 

A deeply concerted plan of operations was laid 
by Kossuth and his Generals, for prosecuting vigor- 
ously the unavoidable struggle. Before its consum- 
mation, Prince Windischgratz, by slow marches, 
pressed forward to Erlau, and the 25th of Febru- 
ary, the hostile armies met on the plain of Kapolna. 
Gorgey, stung by Dembinski's superior position, 
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hazarded the prospect of victory by a blunt refusal to 
obey orders. The effect of this quarrel on the eve 
of battle was disastrous. Yet there were terrible 
deeds of slaughter and bravery on that day. For 
six hours without intermission the impetuous bat- 
talions closed, and mowed down a harvest of death. 
The cannon sent forth an unceasing roar, and the 
rattling of musquetry with the clang of bayonets 
and scythes was mingled with shouts and groans. 
The Hungarians retained possession of the ground ; 
and on. the following day, the strife was renewed. 
As the sun went down, the tide of victory turned to- 
ward the Austrian flag. 

Night at length hushed the music of carnage, and 
silence, excepting the moan of the dying, settled upon 
the red field of Kapolna. Many brave fellows were 
laid in their narrow abode with the pomp of military 
interment; beneath the booming of artillery, and the 
drooping banner of Hungary. Kossuth afterward 
visited the mounds of his buried comrades. " He 
stood by the last resting-place of many of his dear- 
est friends, and of thousands whose fearless hearts 
but a few short hours before beat in unison with his 
own in its high aspirations after national liberty and 
glory. Kossuth raised his face to heaven, and un- 
covered his head, an action in which he was imita- 
ted by all present ; a smile of unearthly beauty 
p:ays.'d round his lips — it was not kindled by joy, but 
by faith — as he clasped his hands together, and, with 
a bearing that can never be forgotten, uttered the 
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prayer, of which the following is a translation from 
the German:" 

" Exalted Ruler of the Universe, God of the warriors of Ar- 
pad, look down from Thy starry throne upon THna unworthy 
servant, from whose lips the pray or of millions ascends to heaven, 
extolling the infinite power of Thine Omnipotence. My God, 
Thy bright sua shines above me, whilst beneath my knees rest 
the bones of my fallen brothers. Thy stainless azure over-cano- 
oies us ; but beneath, the earth is red with the sacred blood of 
the children of our fathers. Let the fructifying beams of Thy 
glorious luminary shine upon their graves, that the crimson hoe 
may be replaced with flowers, and the last resting-place of tho 
■crave be still crowned with the emblems of Liberty. God of 
my fathers and of my race, hear my supplications : let Thy 
Messing rest upon our warriors, by whose arms the spirit of a 
gii'.lum nation seeks to defend Thine own precious gift of f'reeeiom. 

" Help them to break the iron fetters, with which blind des- 
potism would bind a great people. As a freeman, I prostrate 
myself before Thee on these fresh graves of my slaughtered 
brethren. Accept the bloody offering which has been presented 
to Thee, and let it propitiate Thy favor to out land. My God, 
suffer not a race of slaves to dwell by these graves, nor pollute 
this consecrated soil with their unhallowed footsteps. My 
Father ! my Father ! mightier than all the myriads of earth— 
the Infinite Ruler of heaven, earth, and ocean— let a reflex of 
Thy glory shine from these lowly sepulchres upon the face of 
my people. Consecrate this spot by Thy grace, that the ashes 
of my brothers who have fallen in this sacred cause may rest 
undisturbed in hallowed repose. Forsake us not in the hour of 
need, great God of battles! Bless our efforts to promote that 
liberty of which Thine own spirit is the essence; for to Thee, 
in the name of the whole people, I ascribe all Honor and 
i'iiiise. "' 

This beautiful petition is what we should expect 
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from the genius and heart of Kossuth. Though 
Windischgratz refused to follow up a victory so 
doubtful, Dembinski was strangely disheartened, 
and began his retreat under a deadly rear-guard 
5ght; he fell back to Porosslo, thence hastened to 
Theiss. Here he was desired to resign his com 
jnd, and General Vetter was chosen to fill the va- 
cancy. 

March 4th, the New Constitution of the Austrian 
Empire, wiping out the last traces of the Constitu- 
tion of St. Stephen, was issued from Olmutz, exas- 
perating and stimulating the people to throw them- 
selves across the track of the gigantic enemy, asking 
no favor but the chances of a fair combat, and final 
victory, or death at the cannon's mouth. 

Clergymen refused to read the proclamations of 
"Windischgratz, according to royal mandate, in the 
ehurches. In one instance, a pastor finally com- 
pelled to obey, persuaded the soldiers to stand beside 
him with fixed bayonets; he thus withdrew the at- 
tention of his hearers entirely from the despised mes- 
sage. Deeds of valor were performed by daring 
sorties upon the foe, resembling the feats of Putnam 
and Marion of glorious memory. 

March 8th, Klapka marched to Szolnok as reserve 
to Damianics and Vecsey, who in a brilliant action 
dispersed the Austrians under Karger and Ottingcr. 
The charges of Damianics were like the resistless 
sweep of the elements, and the day was a proud one 
for Hungary. About 500 prisoners, and a great va- 
riety of military stores, were carried from the s 
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and trodden field. The result sent a thrill of hope 
and joy over the land. It was seen that an inferior 
force battling for fe rigid might anticipate victory. 

Kossuth repaired to head -quarters, and reviewed 
the brave troops, thanking them in the name of the 
nation, and with his electric tones summoned them 
to more splendid conquests. "With revived courage 
offensive measures were renewed to retrieve Dem- 
binskrs errors. Gorge;', who had crossed the Theiss, 
and accomplished the trajet with the main force at 
Fured, upon the sudden illness of Vetter was ad- 
vanced to the chief command. He was the oldest 
General next to Vetter, and his bravery unquestioned. 
During these operations in the North, Bern had been 
fulfilling his prediction, on the plains of rich and 
beautiful Transylvania. Kossuth's wisdom was never 
more apparent than in sending Bern to this hostile 
province. The dauntless Pole overs wept the coun- 
try like an Alpine avalanche in its descent; the oppo- 
sing battalions melted away before him, and each 
day was the record of a victory. 

At the village of Piski, February 9th, he had fought 
a battle, which was unrivalled in fierceness and hero- 
ism through the campaign. The stake, was posses- 
sion of the town, and the bridge over the Strehl. 
After a temporary defeat at Hermanns tad t, March 
8d, he returned by a flank movement on the 14th, 
and with 9000 men, stormed and took the garrison 
defended by a force of 10,000. Bern's trophies were 
several hundred prisoners and eight cannon. The 
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following despatches forwarded to Debreczen, disclose 
his successes and subsequent plans : 

" March 15th. — In my despatch I bad the happiness to men- 
tion, that I had sent a cotps against the Rothenthurm Pass, in 
order as effectually as possible to cut off the communication of 
the enemy with Wallachia. The division could not, however, 
advance far, as the whole Austrian army was in Freck, and con- 
sequently separated only by a mountain-ridge from the defile, 
and thus my troops were threatened on the flank as they ad- 
vanced. Nevertheless I got possession of this defile by a circu- 
itous movement; and I shall not only defend this, but at the 
same time press the enemy in the direction of Cronstadt, from 
whence they will have great difficulty to pass the Carpathians 
in case they endeavor to fly to Wallachia. 

" I shall commence these military operations this very day, 
etc., etc. Bem." 

" Head-quarters, Rothenthurm, 16th of March. — My opera- 
lions yesterday, for driving the Russians from the Rothen- 
thurm Pass, were crowned with such success, that the same 
night at eleven o'clock, we dislodged the Russians from this 
stron «; position. The 15th of March, the birthday of national 
freedom, could not bo celebrated more worthily. At five o'clock 
this afternoon, the Russians took to the wildest flight, heels over 
head. Four Austrian generals, 1'uchner, Pfarsman, Graser, and 
Jovich, have fled with three com [>:',: i>s to Wdlacbia. I have 
myself very carefully inspected the Rothenthurm Pass, and 
made such dispositions, that the Russians will find a difficulty 
in re-attempting to force their way through it. I have de- 
spatched another divisjpn of my army in pursuit of the Austri- 
ans, who according to the reports given by the prisoners we 
have taken, have fled dispirited and in disorder toward Cron- 
stadt. Their main force is at Fogarasch, but the rearguard lias 
only just quitted Freck. The enemy broke down the bridge 
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over the Olt behind them which checked our pursuit for a time. 
Now, after the bridge has been restored, I shall continue the pur- 
suit with all possible vigor. I hope to take Cronstadt in the 
course of three or four days, whereby the imperial Austrian 
army will be in part annihilated, in part dispersed, and at all 
events rendered incapable of disturbing the internal rest of this 
country. It will then he an easier task to reduce to obedi 
ence the single Wallachian bands, which still make their ap 
pearance. 

" Postscript. — After the taking of Cronstadt I shall immediately 
set out with a division for Hungary. 

It must be remembered in estimating the splendor 
of Bern's campaign, that his 10,000 men, were both 
poorly armed and disciplined, principally raw re- 
emits, and hundreds swinging scythes and hatch- 
ets ; with whom, in an incredibly short period, he re- 
conquered a whole province. Besides cutting his 
way through a hostile population on every hand, 
along with Puchner's superior army, he drove across 
the frontier, 15,000 Russian auxiliaries. The last 
particular disclosed what was soon after officially de- 
clared, that the Autocrat was to have a part in the 
horrid game of Austrian invasion, and secure the 
immolation of Hungary in the destroying arms of the 
Hapsburg Moloch. 

Bern's greatness and gallantry, are no more con- 
spicuous than his humanity. He treated prisoners of 
war with kindness, and his soldiers with affection. 
Kossuth was honored by the impetuous Pole ; whose 
admirers may point triumphantly to the pages of im- 
partial history, for testimony againBt the reiterated 
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calumnies of the German and English Press. Perc- 
zel, who, after leaving Dembinsky's army, took 
command of the division at Szegedin, was equally 
victorious. Ho made a heroic assault upon Sz. 
Tamas, and carried that, position, swept the Roman 
entrenchments, and relieved the threatened garrison, 
of- Peterwarasdin. Somewhat deficient in military 
science, he was daring, courageous and unyielding, 
with fearlessness stamped upon his warlike mien, 
and boundless self-reliance apparent in his bearing, 
both on the contested field and in the guarded camp. 

April 1st, the army of Hungary was concentrated 
between Gyongyos and Kapolua, directed toward. 
Pesth, but designing to turn upon the enemy and out- 
flank the strong entrenchments of Bag and Aszod. 
The corps of Klapku. Dam i antes, and Aulich, accord- 
ingly advanced, and were joined by General Gaspar, 
the successor of Gorgey upon his promotion to chief 
command, who the same day encountered Schlick, 
and drove his division behind Hatvan. Godollo was 
the last important position on the highway to Pesth, 
and it was determined to take this outpost of the : 
Capital. KJapka hastened forward to the river Ta- 
pio, crossed by a single bridge leading to the town of : 
A small force only was discernible 
; the place. The village was at the base of 
a mountain between which and the river, wers ; 
dangerous quicksands. Klapka ordered the. army 
across the bridge, to storm the town. But suddenly, 
when within cannon-shot, every dwelling became: a. 
redoubt, and opened a wasting fire upon the Hunga* 
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rians. Jellachich -was in ambush there, and a hasty 
flight alone saved the battalions- so unexpectedly sur- 
rounded. Klapka with a part of his staff rode into a 
quagmire, and lit: escaped by the; disguise of his coarse 
apparel, taken from a captured Serbian, and which 
ho wore through the campaign of that eventful -win- 
ter. In less than an hour, the village was carried, 
and the tri-color at nightfall wved over a thousand 
killed and wounded warriors of the fiercely contested 
field. On the 5th, it was ascertained that Windisch- 
gralz with the royal army was entrenched at isaszeg. 
Preparations for a general engagement were com- 
menced. On the heights, one hundred and twenty 
cannon looked gloomily down upon the valley, where 
lay the fortified village shaded by an extensive for- 
est. Klapka advanced upon one side, Damianio* 
from the other, while Aulich lay between, fronting 
the woods, About noon of the 6th, the battle began. 
The Hungarians made a murderous onset upon 
the forest, and three times were driven back by a 
vastly superior foe. At length Aulieh and Gaspar'a 
cavalry came up, when again the charge upon the 
forest was made, and the enemy vanished before 
them, like the blasted leaves beneath their feet, when 
swept by flame. The victors entered the village 
burning at ten different points, the torch of a desper- 
ately bloody contest. Along a line of five miles, ar- 
tillery thundered, musketry blazed, and men fell in 
ridges between the hostile ranks. Then followed the 
assault upon the fortress, which an officer engaged 
in the conflict, calls the "Gibraltar of the Country." 
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Bight in the hot breath of ordnance, and the tempest 
of balls from the heights, the Magyars took the garri- 
Bon, and planted the tri-color in the glow of theaetting 
eun. 

Thousands were silent that eve, with ghastly as- 
pect, imploring burial. Again a delay in the advance 
of Gen. Gaspar's regiments upon the Godollo road, 
saved the Austrians from a more ruinous, if not fatal 
rout. Prince Windischgratz was compelled to re- 
treat to Pesth, and gathered his forces on the liakos 
field, to wait farther attacks of the victorious Gorgey. 

In the morning, the Hungarian army marched rap- 
idly forward towards Godollo, the last position of the 
enemy which could offer resistance on the highway 
to Pesth. The disasters at Isaszeg, left the flank of 
the Austrians exposed to attacks, ami Godollo was 
abandoned except by the lingering corps, who were 
soon driven from the field. The Hungarians, exhaust- 
ed by frequent battles and long marches, halted at 
Godollo. A council of war was held, attended by 
Kossuth. It was determined to direct the campaign 
against the Austrian force blockading Comoro, the 
" Key of Hungary." 

To deceive the Austrians, 10,000 men under Au- 
lieh, were left behind to watch Pesth, while Gorgey 
and Klapka, Damianics and Gaspar, advanced by 
forced marches towards Comorn, which had been se- 
verely pressed since December. These battalions 
commenced their movement on the 8th of April, and 
after four engagements rescued the Capital, but were 
obliged to leave Buda in the hands of the enemy's 
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garrison, numbering about 6,000 men. The next 
day, Gorgey marched upon Waitzen, lying between 
his army and Comorn, and held by 12,000 troops. 
Aware of Gorgey's approach, the foe waited behind a 
range of sandy hills, for the moment of attack. La- 
mianics rushed forward in the driving rain which set 
in, and when Klapka advanced, the lines were reeling 
before the heroic onslaught. The town was soon 
stormed and taken. 

The Magyars took 800 prisoners, several cannon, 
and other military equipments, leaving General Gotz 
among the slain, and themselves losing no more than 
thirty in the short but sanguinary battle. 

Kossuth was elated with the success of Hungarian 
arms, whose conquests he had witnessed surpassing 
the wildest dream of his illumined spirit. He had 
met and cordially embraced Gorgey, whose bravery 
thrilled the soldiery with enthusiasm, and filled the 
land with shouts of joy and adulation. To crush 
conspiracies and cabal among conservatives tired of 
war, and also to hasten the issue that now flamed 
like the sun before bis patriotic mind, be proposed the 
Declaration op Independence. 

The 14th of April dawned a day decisive and im 
mortal in the annals of Hungary. 

She was henceforth to take her rank among the 
independent states of the earth, or the light of her 
nationality was to go out in the gloom of oppression's 
night. The crisis of her destiny had arrived. On 
the morning of this day, the Hungarian representa- 
tives gathered in the Protestant church of Debreczen. 
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It was no magnificent temple, with splendid decora- 
tions, whose gorgeous shows conceals the purity of 
worship, but a plain edifice, whose unadorned sim- 
plicity better harmonized than pictured image or 
sacerdotal pomp, with the grandeur of the scene 
about to transpire. Within that sanctuary, the world- 
wide interests of humanity were now centering. The 
decision pending was to be like the pebble dropped into 
the ocean, whose circling waves were to reach the re- 
motest shores of that invisible deep of popular feeling 
which is sweeping away ancient thrones and hoary 
wrongs. With becoming solemnity the representa- 
tives of a struggling nation, met in this house of 
prayer to deliberate upon the formal question of Hun 
garian Independence. The United States had boldly 
declared themselves a free and sovereign people, in 
the very face of the serried hosts of the mightiest 
nation the world then knew, and why should not 
Hungary ^ follow the example! This was the theme 
before them. Never was a sublhner spectacle beheld 
in that temple, than this assembly, bowed in supplica- 
tion for the help of the God of battles, both while they 
deliberated, and when tbey went to deadly strife. The 
voice of prayer was uttered by men who felt that in 
Jehovah alone was their strength. 

The worship over, silence reigned till Kossuth rose, 
and, in his always impressive manner, rendered 
more so by the momentous hour, addressed the As- 
sembly. He reported the victories that had attended 
the Hungarian arms; and then, in tones of impas- 
sioned eloquence and ardent patriotism, he, recount- 
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ed their wrongs. In startling colors he pictured the 

centuries of their own sufferings and sacrifices for 
that proud dynasty whose iron sway had pressed their 
noble lineage to the dust. As he unrolled this moul- 
dering record of deception and unrecjuited toil, and 
pointed to each act as a warning spirit which they 
should heed, the. Magyar blood quickened its flow, 
aiid every heart wns ready to seal with its warm well- 
spring the eternal divorce. In tiie name of their coun- 
try and their God, he summoned them to break" away 
from the letters rusting on their limbs; avid, rising in 
offended majesty, take their place among the free na- 
tions of the earth. 

As a formal declaration of their rights and resolves, 
he submitted to the Assembly the following 

" DECLARATION RELATIVE TO THE SEPARATION OF 

HUNGARY FROM AUSTRIA. 

"We, the legally constituted renreeentativea of the Hungarian 

nation assembled in Diet. Jo by those presents solemnly proclaim, 
in main) ona.i ice of I Sir; inalieisiSile iintijriil riji-hls of Hungary, with 
all its dependencies, to occupy the position of kii iudi.T>^idei:t 
E'.muvin; Stfili."!-— thiit ;li!'! House of Ilapshrira-Loi'r.'iinc, aw per- 
jured in the sight of Goil and man. lias forfeited lis right lo the 
Hungarian throne. At the same time, we feel ourselves bound 
in duty lo make 1 known the motives and reasons which have i ra- 
velled us lo this decision, thai, the civilized world may learn we 
have tahen this step not onl of overweening oonfidence in oui 
own wisdont, or out of reyo.]i a Senary excitement, but that it is 
an act of tlie last necessity, ai'ops.etl to preserve from niter de- 
struction a nation pii-.teenl.ed to the limit of the most enduring 
patience. 

" Three hundred years have nasscd since the Hnnirarinn mition. 
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ny free election, placed the House of Austria upon its throne, in 
accordance with stipulations made on both sides, and ratified by 
treaty. These three hundred years have been, for the country, a 
period of uninterrupted suffering. 

« The Creator has blessed this country with all the elements of 
wealth and happiness. Its area of 100,000 square miles pre- 
sents in varied profusion innumerable sources of prosperity. Its 
population, numbering nearly fifteen millions, feels the glow of 
youthful strength within its veins, and has shown temper and 
docility which warrant its proving at once the main organ of 
civilization in Eastern Europe, and the guardian of that civiliza- 
tion when attacked. Never was a more grateful task appointed 
to a reigning dynasty by the dispensation of Providence than 
that which devolved upon the House of Hapsburg-Lorraine. It 
would havo sufficed to do nothing that could impede the devel- 
opment of the country. Had this been the rule observed, Hun- 
gary would now rank amongst the most prosperous nations. It 
was only necessary that it should not envy the Hungarians the 
moderate share of constitutional liberty which they timidly 
maintained during the difficulties of a thousand years with rare 
fidelity to their sovereigns, and the House of Hapsburg might long 
have counted this nation amongst the most faithful adherents of the 
throne. 

" This dynasty, however, which can at no epoch point to a ruler 
wlio bawd bis power on the freedom of :.br: people, adopted a course 
towards this nation, from lather to so:i, which deserves the appella- 
tion of perjury. 



Confiding in the justice of an et 


emal God, we, in the face of 


civilized world, in reliance upo 


n the natural rights of the 


:i!f<irian nation, and upon the pov 


rer it has developed to main- 


, them, further impelled by that 


sense of duty which urges 


ry nation to defend its existence 


i, do hereby declare and pro- 



latin in the name of the nation legally represented by us the 
flowing :— 
" 1st. Hungary, with Transylvania, as legally united with It 

lostec by GoOgIC 



DECLARATION. 163 



and its dependencies, are hereby declared to constitute a free, inde- 
pendent, sovereign state. The territorial unity of this state is de- 
clared to be inviolable, and its territory to be indivisible. 

"2d. The House of Hapsburg-Lorraine— having by treach- 
ery, perjury, and levying of war against the Hungarian nation, 
as well as by its outrageous violation of all compacts, in break- 
ing up the integral territory of the kingdom, in the separation of 
Tiunsvlvniiia, Cnwiik, Scluvnnia, Fiuine, and its districts from 
Hungary— further, by compassing the destruction of, the inde- 
pendence of the country by arms, and by calling in the disci- 
plined array of a foreign power, for the purpose of annihilating its 
nationality, by violation both of the Pragmatic Sanction and of 
treaties concluded between Austria and Hungary, on which the 
alliance between the two countries depended— is, as treacherous 
and perjured, forever excluded from the throne of the united 
states of Hungary and Transylvania, and all their possessions 
and dependencies, and is hereby deprived of the style and title, 
as well as of the armorial bearings belonging to the crown of Hun- 
gary, and declared to be banished forever from tie united countries 
and their dependencies and possessions. They are therefore de- 
clared to be deposed, degraded, aw! lianibiicd forever from the Hun- 
garian territory. 

" 3d. The Hungarian nation, in the exercise of its rights and 
sovereign will, being determined to assume the position of a free 
and independent, state amongst the nations of Europe, declares it 
to be its intention to establish and maintain friendly and neigh- 
borly relations with those states with which it was formerly united 
under the same sovereign, as well as to contract alliances with all 
other nations. 

" 4th. The form of government to be adopted for the future will 
b> ll-cod liv till? Diet of the nation. 

* ***** * 

" And this resolution of ours we shall proclaim and make 
known to all the nations of the civilized world, with the convic- 
tion that 'he Hungarian nation will be received by them amongst 
the free and independent nations of the world, with the same friend- 
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ship and free acknowledgment of its ri<rhfs which the Hungarians 
profFer to other countries. 

" We also hereby proclaim and make known to all the inhabi- 
tants of the united stales of Hungary and Traimdvaiiii!, and then' 
dependencies. Hint ail anlboritics. communes, towns, and the civil 
oiiirers both in f.Tie! counties and oilios, are completely set free and 
released from all the obligations under iviiich they stood, by oath or 
otherwise, to tho said House of Haps, burg- Lorraine, all d that any 
individual .daring to contravene this decree, and by word or deed in 
any way to aid or abet any one violating it, shall be treated and 
punished as guilty of high treason.. And by the publication of this 
decree, we hereby bind and oblige all ilie inhabitants of these coun- 
ties to obedience to the Government now instituted formally, and 
endowed with all necessary loyal powers. 

"Debkeczen, Aphil 14, 1849." 

The propositions were received with applause, and 
adopted by acclamation. The representatives were 
irrevocably pledged to National Independence. The 
multitude without, excited by the expected event, had 
gathered around the temple, and caught the sublime 
decision with a shout of exultation, which rolled like 
thunder through the crowded streets. Prom city to 
city leaped the glad tidings; village and hamlet re- 
peated tho stirring notes, till every hearth-stone from 
the Dravc to the Carpathian peaks had become warmer 
and brighter, in the air and beams of liberty. 

This great step riocdcrl another before it could attain 
the desired consummation. A man was required to 
take the reins of Revolution and guide the car of free- 
dom along its bloody path. 

There was but one intellect in the nation equal to 
the work, and he stood forth so pre-eminent that no 
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other name was whispered. The thoughts of every 

deputy turned spontaneously towards him who had 
proposed the Declaration, as " THE MAN for the 
hour." It was no time for party jealousy, and with 
the unanimity which had distinguished their proceed- 
ings, they appointed Kossuth upon the same day, 
" President Governor of Hungary." 
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BATTLE OF WAGY SARLO POSITION OF AFFAIRS IN 1 

JOTCIHGS AT PESTH — KOSSUTH AT TJEBRECZEK — MESSAGE TO THE 

ARMY — RUSSIAN INTERVENTION— STORMING OF BUDA GORGEY — ' 

INSURRECTION GOVEBNME NT 

MOVEMENTS — TEE PALATINAL 



May 18th, the Hungarian army crossed the swollen 
md rapid current of the Gran, upon a bridge hastily 
constructed of floating timbers and the ruins of build- 
ings, and the following day, unexpectedly, met a large 
division of the enemy at Nagy Sarlo. Klapka was in 
the advance, and Gorgey in the rear, making the tran- 
sit of the bridge. Without waiting for his battalions, 
the 22,000 recruits dashed forward to the combat 
against 34,000 Austrian troops. The fight was des 
perate, and for a while doubtful. 

The swaying, reeling columns were seen under the 
folds of the black and yellow,* and then beneath those 
of the tri-color. At length the Hungarian left wing 
closed with the enemy's right, and decided the for- 
tunes of the day. Damianica then swept round the 



' Austrian colors. 
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garrison, and soon silenced the batteries. The Aus- 
trians threw themselves upon the centre of the hostile 
forces, and after a destructive encounter, made their 
retreat, under hot pursuit. In this contest, General 
.Klapbt found himself in arms against his own brother, 
Captain Klapka, who adhered to the imperial cause. 
This was a mournful feature of the revolution. Father 
and son, brothers and friends, met in the slaughter, 
who had always before clasped hands in affection. 

The revolutionary army lost 800 in killed and 
wounded, and took 3000 prisoners in addition to the 
uncounted dead on the field. Tidings of the victory 
reached Pesth, and General Welden, who had suc- 
ceeded Windischgratz in the chief command, with- 
drew from Pesth on the 23d, and left General Henzi 
with a strong garrison at Buda. General Guyon, the 
hero of Schwechat, was appointed by Kossuth to the 
command of Comorn, and before the arrival of the 
army, had revived the courage of the garrison, around 
whose works the bomb-shells and red-hot balls of the 
enemy had been flying for months. This strong-hold 
lies at the confluence of two branches of the Danube, 
near the national frontier, and on the eastern extrem- 
ity of the island of Schutt. Along the land side, or 
Palatinal line, is a semicircle of ramparts, and on the 
river banks, bastions increase the protection of the 
waters. Upon the approach of the army, the besiegers 
on the left bank of the Danube withdrew, and the 
fearful entrenchments of the Sandberg, were to be the 
scene of the decisive struggle. Soon after midnight, 
the storming of these works began. General Guyon 
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marched out of the garrison with his troops into the 
field. The sky was lit up with flying shells, and the 
fortress shook with the thunder of artillery. The 

Austrians sustained with their accustomed discipline 
and bravery, the enthusiastic onset of the patriots, 
till about 8 o'clock in the morning, when they gave 
way, and the fortifications were under the Hungarian 
banner. 

"With Comorn relieved and. rejoicing, we pause to 
glance at the position of Hungarian affairs : the crisis 
in the war of independence. The army had made a 
brilliant manoeuvre, which will be recorded among the 
marvels of martial strategy. After a retreat for months 
before the superior force of the enemy, crushing hope, 
and sapping the strength of the army, the patriots 
suddenly halted, and wheeling upon the exulting foe, 
rolled back the tide of victory. The Austrians were 
defeated in every battle, and hurried their inarch across 
the plains over which they had swept with nodding 
plumes, shouting in their visionary conquest and hope- 
less annihilation of the democratic forces. 

In Vienna, the courtly circles had discussed the 
overthrow of the lawless hordes of Hungary, and 
smiled at their attempt to measure swords with Aus- 
tria. The press repeated the gossip, and mingled 
with the sentiments of pity for the unfortunate and 
mad adventurers, the eloquent reproof. But when 
the gates of Comorn were wide open to the footsteps 
of the undisturbed and triumphant Magyars, there 
was the deepest mortification, and a resort to false- 
hood to cover the shame of defeat. The flight of the 
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Imperial battalions was represented as an artful strata 
gem, designed to hasten the ultimate ruin of the reb- 
els. The climate of the country was affirmed to be 
destructive, and the tidings of retreat across the Dan- 
ube, with the desertion of Comorn, an exaggeration; 
The truth at length prevailed over the delusion of un- 
principled courtiers. It was evident that Hungary 
had conquered with undisciplined regiments and 
gleaming scythes, the royal troops, deepening the halo 
of her ancient glory. But we may drop a tear over 
this hour of success. It was grand, yet fatal. There 
lay Vienna, corrupt and trembling with the expecta- 
tion of hearing soon the artillery of an avenging ene- 
my, whose approach would again spring the mine of 
popular fury beneath the. throne. On the other side, 
were the walls of Buda, whose iron-bound munition 
of rock, bad long been the central fastness of Hun- 
gary, and within which were the brave troops of the 
Austrian Henzi. To storm Buda, the romantic and 
royal castle of the land, would be a difficult and splen- 
did exploit. But a greater, and the only successful 
expedition, would be an advance upon Vienna. En* 
trenchment there would cripple the enemy, and fur- 
nish supplies. The decision between the adventures, 
was entirely in the hand of Gorgey. He determined 
at all hazards to gratify his boundless and base am- 
bition. He anticipated a post at the head of the "War 
Department, and the fascination of Bnda's historical 
glory would make the conquest a crowning honor in 
his heroic campaign. He had talent, but no heart, 
and like the greater Napoleon, when Franee ; wa^ s» 
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his disposal, he was haunted with the proud dream 
of a Dictator's reign. Three days of useless delay 
passed, when, April 29th, Gorgey issued his orders foi 
the march to Buda, Colonel Poltenberg was de 
spatched to watch the flying Austrians, and a part ol 
the garrison at Ooraorn directed to dislodge thoso 
royalists who had taken up a position on the Island 
of Sehutt. Gorgey disclosed his secret plot against 
Kossuth by directing the plan of attack independent 
of the President's legitimate power. At this time, 
Pesth was occupied by the brave, chivalrous and 
amiable Aulich. From balconies, belfries and doors, 
waved the Hungarian flag ; the people, delirious with 
delight, crowded the streets, throwing flowers in the 
path of the soldiery, and making the welkin ring with 
cheers. Their Buda only was solitary and gloomy, 
under the Austrian colors. At Debreczen, the new- 
seat of government, Parliament and people had re- 
covered from despondency, and participated in the 
general gratulation. The seats of the Upper Housa 
were again filled by representatives from all the coun- 
ties. Unfortunately, the members wasted renewed en- 
ergies in fruitless debates and enactments, when united 
and decided appeals to the nation, attended with ap- 
propriate legislation, would have sustained their Chief, 
and saved the country's cause. 
, In Parliament, the want of efficiency, and in the 
army the absence of harmony, gave to external ene- 
mies a might otherwise impossible, and which ren- 
dered powerless the unexampled courage of the com- 
mon warriors. It is proper here to add a passing no 
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tiee of Kossuth's life at Debreczen. In one spacious 
room his secretaries were constantly employed, and iu 
another he received strangers. He was brief, and 
carefully listened to those who addressed him. His 
industry and despatch were amazing. He was always 
at work. Calls often continued, and despatches ar 
rived till past midnight. He has indited a letter 
in German, another in French, and a third iu Mag- 
yar at the same time, besides answering interroga- 
tions, and busily writing himself. If the physician 
entered to inquire after his feeble health, he extend- 
ed his left arm, and while the medical adviser felt his 
pulse, with his right hand he moved the pen without 
a momentary pause. Toward morning, his secre- 
taries sometimes fell asleep from mere exhaustion, and 
he would bid them retire, till he called for their ser- 
vices; which occurred before the dawn of day. He 
frequently took no nourishment during the hours of 
business but a medicinal liquid he kept by his side. 
His recreation was a brief pastime with his children 
on the greensward of spring, or a drive into an adja- 
cent grove with his faithful wife. The peasantry 
shouted "Eljcn Kossuth!" whenever he appeared .on 
the way to Parliament, or returned to his dwelling, 
and were ready to form a breastwork before cannon 
and bayonets at his command. It is related of a peas- 
ant, that meeting another in a public-house, he drew 
from his pocket a two-florin' note on Kossuth's Hun- 
garian Bank, and said, "He is too good, he is too 
good, and would not injure any creature, and this will 
be Ms death. Why does he treat the prisoners so 
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well, and prevent any harm being done them, while 
they would exterminate 119 all, and destroy Hungary 
if they could? But he cares for his enemies as if 
they were his own children. Look ye, here he has 
had printed, you see, on this note, German, Serbian, 
Croatian, and God knows what besides, in order that 
not a human soul should be deceived. But what are 
the others to us? If I had been he, I would have 
written on it 'Eljen Kossuth! Ket forint!' (Long 
live Kossuth! Two florins.) We should all have 
understood it, shouldn't we? But no, he is too good, 
Jesus Christ be with himl" 

General Klapka visited Governor Kossuth at Debrec- 
zen, who expressed his fears that Buda might resist the 
Hungarians, and the precious moment of decisive ad- 
vance upon the troubled enemy be lost forever. The 
resignation of Meszaros, of whose orders Dembinski in 
Upper Hungary complained, and which other generals 
disregarded; elevated Klapka to the War Department 
of the Cabinet; at bis suggestion, more energetic 
measures were adopted. They are set forth in the 
Resolution which follows, forwarded to the commanders 
of the various divisions : 

" The probability of a. Russian invasion, and the considerable rein- 
forcements which have lately poured in to the Austrian armies, 
make it incumbent upon the Government, with all its powers, to 
provide for the defence of the country. On the representations of 
General Klapka, the Secretary at War, I have therefore resolved as 
follows : 

" The military forces of the nation are to act in concert and co- 
operate with the combined plan of defence adopted by the Govern- 
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"The arbitrary ami fanciful chai'a.c.tor of operations which some 
commanders, regarJU^s el' (lie direction of lb'; cutnpaign, have adopt- 
ed innst I);' dyne away with. 

" For this purpose, the commi'ndr'rs oi" forces shall have the gen- 
eral plan of the caiiir,a.i;;n coioioiini fated in l.hem. Each commander 
will likewise receive his ^epraie liLp-l.j-i.ic.tioii--*, iiiRii'] ni n;?; him of the 
part his <wrps is to take in the operations. 

"Immediately after tl i l? capture of Biida, or in case of a failure, 
i;:ii!U'(;iiLt(.'lv ;ifter 1.1:0 csiabihihiiiont of a b'ockadmg corps round that 
fortress, and this arrangement of the other corps on llie Upper 
Danube, General Gorgey will proceed to thin place to take the 
lead in the War Office, for the purpose of establishing the prep- 
arations for the defence of the country on u broad and --olid foun- 
dation. 

"The commanders of the various corps have hitherto taken it upon 
themselves to remove, Sranslricurp, app^ini, and grant medals ami 
orders to military officers. For the future, they are bound to appeal 
to the War Office, and in the higher grades to the Governor of the 
country for confirmation. On the Hold of battle alone shall toe com- 
manders be entitled to reward the merits of individuals, according to 
the best of their opinion. 

"This Resolution of the Council of Ministers, and its confir- 
mation by the Governor of the country, shall at once be com- 
municated to the army and the military authorities throughout Hun- 
gary.' Kossuth." 



Austria had published the proclamation of I 
intervention, while Gorgey was fortifying himself with 
30,000 troops before Buda. The murderous measure 
drove Count Stadion at the Capital mad, who foresaw 
the horrors it involved. The declaration exhibits the 
reciprocal fear and determinations of Kuropean. Sover- 
eigns. 

"The insurrection in Hungary bas within the last 
months grown to such an extent, and its present as- 

Hosac by GoOgIC 



174 LIFE OF LOUIS KOSSUTH. 

pect exhibits so unmistakably the character of a union 
of all the forces of the revolutionary party in Europe, 
that all states are equally interested in assisting 
the Imperial (J. <:. Aiiatrkiii) Government in its contest 
against this spreading dissolution of ail social order. 
Acting on these important reasons, His Majesty the 
Emperor's Government has been induced to appeal to 
the assistance of His Majesty the Czar of all the 
Russias, who generously and readily granted it to a 
most satisfactory extent. The measures which have 
been agreed on by the two sovereigns are now exe- 
cuting." 

This addition of 130,000 Russians, increased the 
enemies of Hungary to 300,000 men, most of them 
disciplined troops, opposed by 185,000 patriots, half 
armed, and with only 400 pieces of artillery. But the 
masses were the strength, and hope of the righteous 
cause under God ; they were ready for any summons 
but to surrender. 

Kossuth addressed himself with resistless eloquence 
to the people ; urged their mustering in numbers equal 
to the allied foes, armed with knives, pitchforks, scythes 
and hatchets. He proclaimed a public fast as did our 
forefathers, who thus sought tbe indispensable aid of 
Jehovah in the hour of danger and approaching battle. 
After a bold and unavailing correspondence of Gorgey 
with Henzi, the commandant of Buda, the storming 
of the fortress was fixed at midnight of the 16th of 
May. 

General Aulich was ordered" to break through the 
Castle Gate into the Park, thence enter the fortress ; 
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General Kneaich and the third corps were directed 
against the Vienna Gate and its bastions, and other 
divisions commanded to take the remaining assailable 
points. At 2 o'clock in the morning the order for 
general assault was given. The solid columns ad- 
vanced into the tempest of bombs, grenades and red- 
hot balls, poured from the garrison. To increase the 
terrible sublimity of the scene, immense piles of wood 
were set on fire by the Anstriana, and the conflagra- 
tion illumed the entire field of conflict. Beneath the 
lurid sky, the Danube rolled like a tide of lava 
against Buda's reddened walls, and on its bosom 
floated like fearful phantoms the fire-ships towards 
the pontoon bridge. Around these, gleamed the num- 
berless batteries, whose volleys shook the hills, and 
sent the tidings of deadly combat over the distant 
plains, in the continual thunder that drowned the 
wild hurrahs of the meeting foes. Against previous 
stipulation, and with strange delight in Vandal deeds, 
a fierce cannonading was opened upon lovely Pesth, 
to demolish its finished blocks of buildings, and blacken 
its quint beauty. The brave Honveds * were cut down 
by ranks, but their comrades returned with shouts to 
the charge. 

The gray dawn began to appear over the clouds 
of smoke tinged with the lightning of battle, and 
the strong-hold of Buda stood impregnable, though 
scarred and trembling before the shock. The lad- 

* " Home defenders, the Hungarian militia."— Klapka. 
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ders were removed from the walls, and the command- 
ers retired with their troops to their former entrench- 
ments. General Nagy Shimdor, complained of Gor- 
gey's management, and conferred with Kossuth on 
the subject. The bitterness of hatred to Kossuth, was 
apparent in every act of Arthur Gorgey, who was then 
accused of treachery. At Debreczen, the indignation 
toward him and his declining fame, stung his proud 
spirit. He mustered his forces and made another and 
resistless assault upon Buda. His Honveds mounted 
the scaling-ladders in a blaze of artillery, and descended 
like a tornado upon the garrison. 

General Henzi fell in the breach, pierced with balls 
and bayonete ; Colonel Allnosh, attempting to spring 
a mine under the suspension bridge, by the explosion 
was cast a mutilated corpse at a distance from his 
■ghastly commander. Aulich, Knezieh, and young, 
gallant Leiningen, covered themselves and the arms 
of Hungary with glory. It was a dazzling victory for 
.the despised rebels. Kossuth issued the following 
proclamation : 

» Praise to the holy name of God J Praise to the heroes of the 
National army, who sacrifice their lives to the liberation of our 

country ! 

" The fortress of Buda is in our hands '. 

" The Government has received the following official report of this 
important event : — 



'The Hur 
Castle ! The 
ladders ! The 



'■'BvDk, 31st May, 5 o'clock, a.m. 
■e flying from the towers of Buda 

aling the walls of the fortress on 
miters have hoislutl the white flaii ! 
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" ' The first attack, which was commenced ul midnight, was direct- 
ed against the Vienna Gate. The Castle r.aie ami the breach 
were attacked at one o'clock hi 'In; morning, and continued to 
the break of day. A murderous lire was directed upon our honveds, 
i'rfjiii the bastions., lowers, and knifes. Heavy stones were thrown 
down upon them ; but their devoted courage overcame the resistance 
of the enemy. 

"'The tire of the Austrian troops, taongli fierce and coniiniions, 
has done less execution than might luire been expected. But at 
this moment, a street light is commencing which is likely to lead to 
a great sacrifice of life. The enemy retreats from the bastions on 
the side of (be Schwab™ berg. One of" their deiaclanetils holds 
out in it position near the Wessciniuirg (hire. Through the breach 
the honveds pour into ;l:e_ fortress. The fire of artillery and. 
musketry is already silenced* in this pari of ihe (own, but strong 
discharges of small fire-arms are he;;.:i! front trie 1'estb side of the 

" ' 6 o'clock 30m. a.m. 
"'A powder magazine has exploded. Tlir. street fight still con- 
tinues in the fortress. 

"'7 o'clock, a.m. 
"'The firing has ceased on ail sides. Hilda is conquered '.' 

"May the nation gather fresh courage and enthusiasm from the 
example of this success ! May the combat which is still impending 
be short, and the liberation of the country complete ! Peals of bells 
throughout the country, proclaim the victory of Hungarian arms. 
Pray to God, and thank him for the glory he has vouchsafed to grant 
the Hungarian army, whose heroic deeds have made it the bulwark 
of European liberty ! 

" Debreczen, 22d May, 1849. 

" The (io'.'ernor of the Cot. man wealth, 

"Louis Kossuth." 

The storming of Buds, under Gorgey, turned the 
current of popular feeling at Debreczen. Upon mo- 
tion of Szemere, Prime Minister, the Parliament voted 
to present the thanks of the country to him and his 
invincible army, accompanied with " the grand cross 
of the Hungarian order of military merit" to Gorgey. 
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The proud General, concealing his enmity towards 
Kossuth, which made favors a burden from him, 
replied to the committee of award, with plausible dis- 
simulation, that "his principles would not allow him 
to accept a mark of distinction ; that the mania for 
titles and orders was already rife among the officers 
of his army, and that for the purpose of calling them 
back to the early purity of their purposes and tenden- 
cies, he felt it incumbent on himself to set them ao 
example." 

To maintain the conquests gained, and prepare foj 
further campaigns, it was decided that, "Dembinsky 
should protect Upper Hungary against the Russian 
invasion— the main array resting on Comorn ; the 
right should extend to the mountain cities, the left to 
the Bakony range ; the southern army under Vetter, 
was to remain in Baksa on both sides of the Danube, 
until Bern, with a part of his forces from Transylvania, 
should be advanced on a line with the other armies, 
when he was to take the chief command and resume 
the offensive. It was additionally resolved to form an 
army of reserve, at Szolnok, and also arranged that 
22,000 troops, under Klapka's command, should be 
disposed in a fortified camp at Comorn: if the main 
army were repulsed and pursued these were to operate 
in the rear. 

" In pursuance of this design, Klapka left the minis- 
t-y of war, and assumed command of the fortress and 
troops in and about Comorn." 

At this period, the insurgent Wallachians again 
rose upon the Magyars, under the incendiary influ 
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ence of Austrian tiLrcula, who persuaded the infatuated 
people that the Hungarian war was prosecuted to 
ahsorb their language and distinct nationality, from 
which nothing but exterminating insurrections could 
save them. 

Shoguna, a bishop, was the leader of the revolt. 
Unsuccessful mediation was attempted, and an unpar- 
alleled scene of slaughter followed. Churches on every 
hand were bonfires, houses were pillaged, women rav- 
ished, harvest-fields wantonly desolated, and a hun- 
dred Magyar villages laid in ashes. The sky was red 
above a crimson earth, and shrieks were the music of 
the general murder of helpless families. 

Meanwhile Gen. Bern attacked and routed the sec- 
ond time, Malkowski's copps of 10,000 men, chasing 
him aeross the Walhichian frontier, and joined Perczel 
who had defeated the Servians, and was besieging 
Temesvar. Dembinskt with 10,000 troops was en- 
camped at hipenes and Kashau; the defiles along the 
line of Transylvania were strong' v fortified, and the 
divisions which stormed Buda advanced to the banks 
of the Waag and Upper Danube. 

Parliament returned to the re-conquered e?rhtal; 
Baron Haynau, the modern Nero, was invested with 
the supreme command of the hostile forces ; General 
Gorgey was promoted to the Hungarian War Depart- 
ment, which he established at Buda, retaining in his 
vaulting ambition also his command in the army. To 
combine the honor of the two offices, he formed a 
Chancellery at bead-quarters, which ever after, espe- 
cially under the influence of Bayer, hindered the op- 
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©rations of the army, and increased the gulf of inex- 
cusable alienation from Governor Kossuth. Gen. 
Klapka, after his resignation in favor of Gorgey, was 
appointed Commander of the camp and fortress of 
Comorn, the battalions on the Island of Schutt and 
"ight bank of the Danube. 

Additional changes were made in official appoint- 
ments, and on the whole, the prospects of the Hunga- 
rian army were passing under eclipse in the beginning 
of June. A message from Kossuth to Klapka gives 
a condensed view of the condition and designs of the 
country. 

■' THE GOVERNOR OF THE COMMONWEALTH TO 
GENERAL KLAPKA. 

" My deab General : 

"The Government has at length arrived at Pesth. The people 
received tiS with exulting enthusiasm— for in our persona they 
cheered the idea of oaliouru liberty and independence. 

" 1 have received your two letters of the 2d and 3d June, and 
I reply to them as follows : 

" I believe that the plan of operations which you submitted to the 
Cabinet Council at Dobreczen, and which we accepted, was the re- 
sult of an understanding between yourself ;i.nd your Mom; Corjri'y, 
and I had no reason (» doubt but iluit after your departure for Co- 
morn this plan would be brought to execution. I calculated the forces 
under your command to be — 

The Giriison of Comorn 8000 men. 

Kmetty's Corps 4000 " 

Darnjanitsh's Corps 7500 " 

Poltenberg 8000 " 

Making a total of 27,500 men. 

" But even if the corps under the command of Damianics had, for 
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strategical purposes, bean ordered to tlie left bank, (a movement 
which might always have served to cover Comorn from that side,) 
I relied on your having still 30,000 men, and that you would have 
no difficulty in recruiting their strength to the number of 5000 

" But if this is not the case, I confess that I cannot but enter- 
tain sRi-lous ;ippn?iieiisions, and I must entreat you to come to an 
ur.iii'i^ianiiii::.' ■,: iui il.o .Secvet-.i ry of War, and to induce him to a 
speedy execution of llio said plan of operations ; for though firmly 
convinced of the importance of Comorn, I cannot, if lliiit place is 
to be regarded merely as a fortress, and not as a great entrenched 
camp, but consider it a serious loss that your talents, which require 
a larger sphere of action, and which, in this time of general exertion, 
arc indispensably necessary to the country, should be condemned 
to the keeping of Comorn, which would be quite as safe in other 

" I am in hourly expectation of the return from the Banal of 
Minister Vukowitsh. He will form one of the results of the re- 
cruiting of a corps of from 13 to 16,000 men. Unless this force is 
to be placed under the command of Bern, there is no objection to 
its joining your army. But even if they are to join you, it is neces- 
sary that your forces be recruited by new enlistments. For thia 
purpose it is indispensable that the War Office, and by means of 
that office I, myself, am continually to be informed of the numbers 
actually in the battalions, and of the number of recruits which have 
been sent to you. I recommend this affair to your particular no- 



" Under to-morrow's date I mean to issue 
sending (for the use of your recruits) 1000 suits of summer reg- 
imentals for the corps of Comorn, as well as for that at Raab 
A seconu supply of regimentals will follow in the course of next 

"Idid not by any means find such an extent of preparations 
here as I had been led to expect from the promises of Lukats, &c 
But even in the most favorable case, I think it necessary to estab- 
lish at Comom a manufactory of weapons anil percussion caps. 
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to construct powder mills, and to set down a commission of Equip- 

" For this purpose T recommend to vol; Mi 1 . S^ekely, who, yon 
know, is a clever ami honest num. Tl' yon think you can make use 
of him as commissioner of goods or purveyor of stores, I beg you 
will inform me of it, and I will send him to you. 

" The bearer of this is instructed to pay you 1000 florins. An- 
other remittance to the same amount will follow the day after to- 

" You will use all your energies in '.lie oo:is' ruction of the works 
ami foriiiicii lions. T will take it upon myself to let you have the 
money, and the commissioner Ujbazi is instructed to provide you 
with the laborers and implements. 

" As to the question Let ween no offensive ami defensive warfare, 
I am firmly convinced that the longer we delay acting on the of- 



which the Russian inte 


rvention was pre- 


of attacking the Aus! 


.rians, who were 


., for the purpose of advai 


icing on the Lay- 


at the latter movement 


is still advisable, 



lha. But whether o 
depends upon the powers at the enemy's disposal. If the state- 
ment of 15,000 men on the left, and 25,000 on the right bank, be 

true, we might, indeed, by a prompt and eiierjrt t;e movement, attack 
Ihem on either shore. I propose to confer on this matter with Gor- 
gey. 

" But the most important point of the operations is, that Comoni 
may be placed in a most efficient si:uc of defence. 

" General Lahner lias sent several thousand muskets to Comorn 
lo Ik' repaired. ";ii;t 1 «o not believe t ; iaf your factory will suffice to 
do the work with sufficient despatch. If such be the case, you will 
please to send a part of these muskets back. I mean to put thenj 
into the hands of the Peath gun-makers. 
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« General Lahner lias likewise sent 500 cwts. of saltpetre to 
Comorn, to he used in the fabrication of gunpowder. Your pow- 
der-mill is still to be built : when can it work ? I think General 
Lahner would have acted more judiciously if he had sent this trans- 
port of saltpetre to some place where the powder-mills are actually 
at work. Whenever yours is so, I will take care that you are plen- 
tifully supplied with materials 

" Pesth, June 7tb, 1849. 

It was with Hungary in 1849 as with America in 
1776. The comprehensive mind and disinterested af- 
fection for his country of a single man, was the defence 
and hope of the nation. 

The Austrians were recovering from the mortifying 
paralysis of overwhelming defeat, and sustained by 
the locust swarms of Russia, meditating anew the 
annihilation of Hungary. The fears Kossuth ex- 
pressed in his letter to Klapka, darkened during every 
moment of Gorgey's delay to act according to the 
wishes of the Government and Generals at Pesth, 
and hasten to avert the calamity which must attend 
the concealed plans and wasted time of the haughty 
chieftain. At this crisis, an exciting and romantic 
display of heroism broke like a gush of sunlight 
through clouds, upon the army and people. A com- 
pany of 120 Falatinal hussars in Upper Austria, 
sympathizing with their brethren in the Hungarian 
army, seized a favorable hour, and dashing away 
toward the interior of their surrounded country, cut 
through opposing troops, marched along mountain 
slopes and deep denies, and made their rapid flight 
to Papa, to enlist under the tri-colors of the Common- 
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wealth. The perils, fatigues and escapes of these war- 
riors, the bravest in the ranks of either host, remind 
us of the tales of the Crusaders, and the knight-errantry 
of past centuries. There was an electric thrill in the 
advent of the hussars, and Klapka promoted the ser- 
geant who led them to a lieutenancy, and decorated 
him with the " third class of the Order for Military- 
Bravery." 

On the 12th of June the Austrians reached Csorna, 
under General Wiss. To discipline Colonel Kmetty's 
division, they were ordered to meet the enemy cross- 
ing the Eaab ; they made a forced march of thirteen 
hours, and at five o'clock the next morning appeared 
before the village where the hostile troops were drawn 
up in order of battle. The command to charge was 
given, and an impetuous struggle followed. The 
Hungarian hussars and Austrian lancers closed with 
the fearless desperation of mountain tigers. They 
fought like men who forgot that on any others de- 
pended the victory. = When Csorna was carried by the 
columns on the south, every fifth hussar lay in his 
blood, pierced with wounds. General Wiss fell, and 
about 200 of his troops. 

By this time Haynau, with his main Austrian force, 
held Pressburg; Grabbe was marching toward the 
cities dotting the mountainous region, and Prince 
Paskienitsbe with his Bussian host was at Dukla. 
Forty thousand more of the troops of the Autocrat 
were advancing toward Transylvania, while Jella- 
cliich, re-conquering the ground won by Perczel in 
the Batska country,, moved forward with his Cro*» 
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tians. These mighty armies were suiting; around 
central Hungary, and sweeping on to force the encir- 
cled Magyars to decisive couflict — a general battle on 
Hungarian plains, (iorgey could no longer beat Lime ; 
Le must either make defensive preparations, and pro- 
tract the war, or concentrate his battalions, and stake 
the issue upon a bold assault upon the gigantic foe. 
Gorgey plainly should have maintained the defen- 
sive, strengthened his position at Cornorn, and com- 
pelled the Austrians to disclose their designs. In this 
attitude, while strengthening his force, he could have 
watched the enemy, and taken them by s uprise when 
divided by reconnoitering detachments. But Gorgey 
seemed infatuated; blind with Hainan's jealousy of 
a nobler mind, which cast his own in shade, he re- 
solved to act aggressively, and sacrifice the manifold 
advantages in his grasp, for the doubtful experiment 
of offensive battle. In the selection of his field, hi 
exhibited an insane carelessness of results. Hs 
marched his second and third corps, upon the marshy 
plains that lie between the Waag and Danube, to 
fight a superior force strongly encamped on the right 
shore of the Waag. Advancing along the river to- 
wards; Zsigard, and alter successful skirmishes by the 
way, they had a genera' engagement there. A deadly 
conflict terminated in the defeat of the Hungarians. 
Notwithstanding, Gorgey prepared for another battle 
under similar difficulties, and on nearly the same 
ground. 

The gallant Klapka wrote an earnest protest to the 
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plan of operations, from which we give an extract to 
show the feeling of able Generals toward Gorgey : 



1 Nculmnsel arm.' Give 1:1s leave, therefore, to submit my views to 
you, not as an officer who serves under you, but as a friend. 

" In the first instance, situated as we are, I must pronounce 
against any hasty movement in the offensive. An offensive war, 
wnh frequent defensive r«:tcticuis — such is our task at this mo- 
ment. It is the highest task, while it is the simplest in a na- 
tional warfare. If we can but succeed in gaining time to recruit 
and concentrate our forces, we need not fear for an opportunity 
in ariiiihiliiU' 11;o enoiny'a power; sueh an opportunity will, in 
that case, occur in tho regular course of things. For God's sake, 
do not let us resign ourselves to illusions ! Only a. practical re- 
view of our condition— a calm and deliberate survey of the dan- 
gers which on every side surround us, can enable us to work the 
salvation of the country. 



" I protest that we ought not to bo too greedy of victory, but that 
We on "hi. in the South, as well as here, to re-lbrm our available 
forces, so as to make them a guarantee to our cause, in order 
to avoid the necessiry of slakiny liie present and future welfare of 
the country on a single and desperate cast. 

[five existence and slia;ie to tlie lower army, and to consign its 
coannanil lo oneTvo;io and Lrus/'uvoiiiiy hands. As for this part 
jf the countrv, let Coniorn be the hinge on which our operations 
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turn; our position round that fortress is much more likely to 

awe the enemy than our feigned assumption of ofilinsive welfare. 
It is the latter which the Austrian:! most desire, since it eventu- 
ally will turn to their own advantage. Do not let us bo deluded. 
The Imperialists are likely to hold back for some time, for the 
purpose of inducing us to leave our positions". What guarantee 
have we for the result of the contest, if wefali into this trap 1 
And if the fate of war turns against us, who is to restore to the 
army its count go n.nd confidence'.' Lot tin; Austrians attack us, 
since they would conquer Hungary, and attack they will and 
must, tliough they do not at all seem to like the idoa of such a thing, 
hero on the Upper Danube. 

" The perse ve ran:.: e in so imposing an attitude of defence as our 
present, is. in my opinion, nisi: crrciirnalHiicos command us to 
do. Nor ought we to swerve from this line of action— or in-ac- 
tion if you please— undl circumstances are changed, and until we 
have completed our preparations. 

"In conclusion, let me entreat you again to send forces — no mat- 
ter whore iLey come frnin — to the Drave. 

" Klafka. 

" Raab, 18th June, 184:3." 

But Gorgey was never swerved by counsel, from a 
favorite plan. On the 20th, he took command in 
person of the Hungarian troops bivouacking at Aszocf, 
It was his purpose to make a grand onslaught upon 
the enemy, and regain the glory lost, while he added 
laurels to his own brow. The dense fog early rolled 
away, revealing to the long lines of Austria, the Mag- 
yars in battle array. At 10 o'clock, Colonel Ashboth 
made a powerful charge without waiting for Gorgey, 
and the cannonading of the hostile battalions opened 
like the explosion of a magazine. Colonel Mandi 
drove their cavalry to Pered, where a halt was made, 
and preparations for the heat of contest 
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Pered was guarded by several Imperial battalions, 
and two batteries. Colonel Ashboth planned an as- 
sault with five battalions and two batteries. It was 
apparent that hero would ho decided the fortunes of 
the day, and the attack was commenced with great 
deliberation and courage. The Hungarian troops 
wont steadily forward through a storm of grape and 
grenades, till an advanced battalion reached the 
church. Then a masked battery was opened by the 
enemy, and the volleys of discharge cut the brave 
ranks like hail upon the vernal herbage. Ashboth 
saw with agony the retreat that followed, for upon 
their success hung the cause of the Magyars on that 
battle-field. He rallied his flying troops, and again 
led them to the charge. Eight before the: blaze of 
the decimating tempest, he swept the principal street, 
and every rood of land, and every threshold reddened 
with the tide of carnage. The legions closed in mor- 
tal combat, as if the terrific scene were one of per- 
sonal encounter. Foes fell in each other's arms, out- 
stretched in slaughter, and the blood of many nations 
mingled in the sluices. The Austriaus toward noon 
began to reel before the furious charges of the Mag- 
yars, and at 2 o'clock, P. M., were hastening in disor- 
derly retreat toward Galantha. The patriotic troops 
held the torn tri-color above the dead and wounded 
that paved the streets of scathed and blackened Pe- 
red. Gorgey appeared at this juncture, and wounded 
in spirit because Ashboth had charged without his or- 
der, removed the hero from command. Meanwhile 
a Russian force of 15,000 troops arrived from Press- 
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burg, putting two battalions against each one of the 
Magyars. Besides, the Hungarians had gone thirty- 
six hours without their rations. But Gorgey deter 
mined to attempt to break the enemy's line. At ten 
o'clock on the morning of the 2ist, the Austrian ar- 
tillery opened a fire upon Pered, while at Kiralyrev 
Gorgey ordered an attack. The royalists yielded to 
the attack at first; but uncovering their batteries, 
they poured in a destructive fire. 

The Hussars retreated, and the Austrians made a 
furious pursuit. The scene between Kiralyrev and 
Pered was a confused intermingling of cuirassiers and 
lances. Bohemians, Poles, Austrians and Magyars, 
killing and charging in a general and horrible run- 
ning fight. Suddenly, from the fields of Pered, an 
unexpected blaae of musketry welcomed the foe, and. 
in a panic of fear, they fled from the bleeding yet vic- 
torious hussars. Yet there lay two grand columns of 
the enemy between the villages ; and Gorgey leaving 
Pered to meet them, that place was attacked and car- 
ried, which was followed by the taking of Kiralyrev ; 
the Magyars made an orderly retreat toward Aszod. 
Attempting to force their way through Kiralyrev, there 
was another mortal strife, and after three desperate 
charges, Gorgey succeeded, piling g aastly bodies upon 
the esplanades of flowers and the hearthstones of 
home. In these battles, Hungary lost 2,500 men, 
and Austria at least as many. This holocaust was 
fearful, and without great results to the cause of 
freedom. Gorgey had let the glorious moment of 
confident hope pass for bloody experiments, and 
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henceforward Hungary hastens with transient con.' 
quests to her fall. 

Klapka had been skirmishing with the enemy on 
the right bank of the Danube, sometimes pursuing 
and again retreating, with the unceasing sound of 
the fierce cannonading at Pered, resounding oyer 
his desponding and weary battalions. At Aszod 
bridge, the Imperialists again came upon the Hunga- 
rians and were defeated, though an earlier and uni- 
ted attack would have routed — perhaps destroyed the 
patriotic army. Gorgey hastened to the Waag in a 
peasant's cart, like a subdued lion, chaiing under de- 
feat and dispirited in view of the awful future. The 
Austro-Eussian forces were elated by recent success, 
and concentrating their strength, left Pressburg, and 
moved forward upon Eaab. It was another momen- 
tous crisis, to which the Central Chancelry of Gorgey 
and himself were strangely blind. Colonel Bayer 
was at the head of that Board, a temporizing, suspi- 
cious man, whose suggestions always outweighed 
with Gorgey, the oracular voice of Kossuth. Instead 
of marching troops to Itaab, with the advantages of 
position and equal numbers, the divisions were idle or 
ordered to less important posts, while " the Butcher" 
Haynau, was advancing. Raab is a finely built city 
of 20,000 inhabitants, at the confluence of the rivers 
Eaab and Babnitz with the Danube, and a common 
centre of highway to the Hungarian capitals, and the 
Austrian cities. 

Its fortifications were old as the Turkish wars of 
the 16th century, of which the French in 1809 spared 
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only a single bastion guarding the Raab. Upon the 
garrison o.f 6,000 soldiers, the Austrians marched on 
the 27th of June, with 40,000 troops. The assault 
began at noon, and at six P. M.. when Klapka arrived 
at Dove Inn, near the city, Gorgey was rallying his 
flying battalions. The bravo Colonel Kossuth held his 
ground against eight times his number of men. The 
fight was bloody, powder-carts exploded, ordnance were 
crushed to the soil slippery with gore, and the artillery 
cut down by ranks. Thus that band, shouting " Eljen 
Kossuth 1" "Hurrah for Hungary!" as often before, 
bore for hours the surges of battle, beating furiously 
upon them as the ocean smites a cliff that falls only 
because it must. 

The Magyars fell back to Dove Inn on the Gonyo 
road, where Gorgey assumed in person the command. 
General Klapka departed via Comorn, for Pesth, to 
confer with Kossuth. The rapid succession of disas- 
ters, and progress of the .Russians in Transylvania and 
northern Hungary, threw the nation into a maze of 
anxiety and terrific apprehensions. Klapka passed 
through crowds gathered on the banks of the Danube, 
to hear the last tidings from the scene of conflict. 
With his brave heart oppressed and bleeding for Hun- 
gary, he entered, July 1st, the silent streets of the 
Capital ; a few weeks before, along those streets, surged 
the tide of humanity to sounds of music, and rending 
the air with shouts of gladness. 

Kossuth bitterly lamented the operations upon the 
Upper Danube, and the influence of Colonel Bayer. 
General Perczel went into a blaze of p 
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,-j - —cements. Governor Kossuth urged a re- 
treat of the northern forces, to join Visockis' division, 
and concentrate on the Theiss or Moros. He regarded 
this plan as the only possible means of averting the 
impending ruin from his pillaged country. Gorgey 
promised to obey the order, and then arranged his 
own plan of again meeting the enemy. The Govern- 
ment resolved to remove him, and appoint Meszaroa, 
who was a patriot, but had lost the confidence of the 
army in his ability to guide the campaigns. The fol- 
lowing despatches were sent by a courier to Klapka 
after his departure from Pesth for Comorn : 
" My dear General : 

" Gorgey has broken his word, which he pledged to a minister of 
slate and two generals. 

"He shall remain Secretary-at-wer, but the chief command 
cannot be allowed to rest another moment in his hands. The 
I'Vld-JInvshnl-Liemenant Meszaros has been appointed to that post. 
" Perhaps Gorgey will refuse to obey. That would be infamous ! 
It were treason— as, indeed, the breach of his word, and his blind 
KiibmisHion to Buyer's influence, is akin to treason. 

" General ! the liberty of our country and the liberty of Europe 
depend upon there being at this moment no dissensions, no party 
quarrels in the army. 

" In you I respect a Roman character. Our country and our 
liberty above all ! Support General Meszaros. My reasons I mean 
"' """'"ate to you. God and history will judge us. 
3, General, I shall not he deceived in you. 



" Governor of the Commonwealth. 
"Pesth, 1st My, 1849." 

"The Governor of the Commonwealth to General Klapka. 
" By these presents, I inform- you, that, by the authority which 
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the country has given me, and with the counsel and assent of 
the council of ministers, I have this day, in the name of the peo- 
ple, appointed the l''ield-M.;irsUal-f,:eiucnant Lazarus Meszarns 
to be Commander-in-chief of all the troops of our country. And 
with these presents. 1 decree and ordain in the name of the peo- 
ple, that the armies, corps, divisions. jiayri-ous nf torjvsses. and 
aii other forces, whatever their names or denominations may be, 
sludl yield arj iiiii'-Jiriilitiojinl ciieiiience 10 i!n: orders jlh:' instruc- 
tions of the said Lazarus Meszaros, and shall consider it their 
bounden duty to recognize him, the said Lazarus 'McsKiros, as 
their lnwfn 1 . Comma:iiicr-m-e!iief; am! wimevor shall act against 
his orders, that man i~-, and shall he considered, a traitor to the 
country. 

" In the name of liberty and the people, I summon you by your 
patriotism, of which your heroism and devotion have given sucl> 
signal proofs, that you shall see this decree puocunlly executed by 
your corps, and do all you can to preserve the union, which, i:i the 
present dangerous moment, can alone save our country, and indeed 
(he liberty of Europe, and to co-operate now, as you did formerly, 
for the salvation of our country and of liberty, with your tried 
fidelity; loyalty, heroism, and disrejra:^ of all personal feelings; 
and for the same I give you the thanks of the country, the higb^ 
rewards of self-o^eo:ii. and the verdict of history : with mysincereat 
respects. 

" The Governor of the Commonwealth, 

"LotjisKosstjth." 
" For the Secretary-at-War, 

" Szemeke, 

" President of the Cabinet. 

"Pesth, 1st July, 1849." 

General Klapka reached Comorn the 2d, and at 
eight o'clock A.M., the Austrians and Russians ad? 
vanced upon the entrenchments, held by 22,000 men. 
This camp without the fortress, lay along a range of 
hills on the hanks of the river, the most elevated of 
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which is the Monostor — the Mount Defiance of their 
strong fortifications. Here Gorgey should have ral- 
lied his strength, and beaten back the -foe. But ho 
either failed to see, or did hot care what might be the 
issue of losing that strongest ground in possession of 
the troops. Through the vineyards of Szony the 
bayonets gleamed, swiftly followed by the sweeping 
battalions of the young Emperor, who, encouraged by 
late victories, had placed himself at the head of the 
allied army. They -carried the outposts, and dis- 
played triumphantly the black and yellow banner on 
the walls. At this moment of peril Gorgey appeared 
in the entrenchments, and revived the enthusiasm, of 
the Hungarians. YVherevcr the danger deepened, and 
balls flew the most thickly, Gorgey 's erect and haughty 
form was seen, a sneer of disdain upon his lips for 
tho foe, blended with a smile of contempt for death. 
The Austrians advanced upon Monostor, but after 
haH'-girdling it with bodies, ret re a. ted. The left wing 
marched upon Szony, and over piles of slain men, re- 
conquered the village. The beautiful vineyards 
around it were a wine-press of hearts, and countless 
groans were there instead of the vintage song. At 
half-past six o'clock, Haynau advanced upon the 
Hungarian centre, mid was met by the hussars, who 
dashed like a cataract upon the cavalry. Swords and 
bayonets crossed and flashed through blood, and the 
wild hurrah drowned the tones of .liagotzky 's inarch, 
to which the soldiers charged. Gorgey was wounded 
in the head, and left the field. Over heaps of the 1 
slain, the combatants fired their la:;!, shot at nine 
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o'clock P.M. The Austrians retreated to their former 
position, and Szony was in the hands of the Hun- 
garians. 

Nearly 2,000 Magyars had fallen, and a still larger 
number of the Austrians. It was unfortunate for 
the cause of Hungary, that the despatches ordering 
Gorgcy's recall hud readied Comorri, and were known 
among the troops, while the fearless General lay 
wounded; the halo of this brilliant engagement 
around his couch of suffering, to the ardent Magyars, 
cast his manifold sins into the shade of forgiving for- 
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RETAISS ( 

F OKTKE S3 BATTLE 



V AI.MV.r.^ri >•;— 



SEH.LES— SAILS I 

A council of war was called, lib which General 
Klapka acted as mediator "between the government 
and the army. The officers declared their confidence 
in Gorgey, and unanimously assented to Klapka's 
proposition of petitioning Kossuth te> permit Gorgey 
to retain his command and resign the Department of 
"War. This calmed the excitement; Nagy Shandor 
and Klapka set out for Pesth. The Governor and 
his advisers decided to compromise the matter, by 
Gorgey's resignation of the "War Office and obedience 
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to Mcszaros as comniander-ir,-ehi.cf, while he remain- 
ed at the head of the army of the Upper Danube, 
The venerable Csanyi saw his country's hastening 
doom in Gorgey's deeds and continued influence. 
Taking Klapka by the arm during a conference at 
Kossuth's residence, he invited him to a separata 
apartment; and when they were alone, leans of agony 
filled the furrows of his haggard face, and he assured 
Klapka that the nation was on the verge of an ab}'ss. 
But salvation was possible, he added, "if Gorgey 
would consult his heart as well as his head," and 
break away from the charm of Bayer's guilty policy. 
In conclusion, he remarked with great emotion : " As 
for me, I am old. I have nothing to lose ! If Pesth 
is again given up, I shall again be the last who leaves 
it. Perhaps I'll go to Szegedin, and even to Arad; 
but beyond Arad I will not go. I am too old to be 
an. exile. I do not care what will happen to me,— 
it is the thought of my country which harrows my 
soul I" 

Klapka returned to Comorn, which he reached in 
the night after his departure from Pesth, He found 
Gorgey recovering from his wound, and handed him 
the orders of Government, over Kossuth's hated name. 
He ran. his eagle-eye over the decrees, and a shadow- 
like that of a rising storm-cloud passed across his am- 
ple brow. But his wonted self-command returned 
alter brief rejection, and the marble impassiveness 
of expression uniformly his, excepting in the rage of 
battle or passion, concealed the bitterness of his spirit. 
He then proposed an expedition upon the right 
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bank of the Danube, through the serried ranks of the 
enemy's overwhelming host. This would divide the 
force which should be concentrated on the line of 
Pesth, and keep the army with the Government. He 
was opposed in the Council of War, but "by withering 
sarcasm, aimed at the pride of military character,, he 
succeeded in carrying the main plan of campaign. 

Since the moment Corgey received his orders from 
the Hungarian Committee of Defence, without royal 
or martial kifluence over his ambitious nature, he felt 
with Napoleon, that upon his greatness and military 
skill, hung the fate of Hungary. The want of 
promptness and decision in the revolutionary Ministry 
at times, increased this haughty independence, which 
at length directed his aspiring genius against the pure 
and. disinterested Kossuth. Besides, he viewed 
everything from the height of military glory, and 
had no confidence in the invincible strength of the 
common people, the rock of Kossuth's reliance and 
confident hope. Consequently he was reserved and 
mysterious even to his friends, while he treated con- 
temptuously the Government, Bat, as not unfrequcnt- 
]y in the world's history, by the fascination of his 
brilliant mind, and his bravery in conflict, he held to 
the last the affections and enthusiastic faith of his 
battalions, and returner! it with ripening designs, in- 
volving the destiny of the Hungarians and the liber- 
ties of Europe. 

At this crisis, Gorgey way prostrated with a burn- 
ing fever. Kossuth urged a junction of Perozel'a 
10,000 troops ready to cross the Theiss, and Visocki'a 
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division which had reached Czegled, with K'apka's 
forces, and a suppression of dissensions and intrigues 
in the army of the Upper Danube. These indispen- 
sable movements, with the general uprising of the 
masses, would give promise even then, of the nation's 
r<i~e,R^ from lite embrace of a merciless enemy. Nagy 
Shandoi- immediately left' the fortress with the first 
corps, and Klapka was preparing to follow, and meet 
the advancing battalions upon the left bank of the 
Danube, which was free from hostile troops, when in- 
telligence carae that Gorgey was offended with Shan- 
dor's march without his order, though too ill to 
advise'upon the necessity for immediate action, and 
that the commander-in-chief had tendered his res- 
ignation. General Klapka was entreated to recall the 
troops, and, yielding to Gorgey's plan of retreat, re- 
tain him in the army. Fatal concession 1 the mis- 
taken patriots who urged it, learned their error on the 
scaffold. On the 11th of July, after delays which 
augmented the power of the allied army, the decisive 
battle began under the walls of Comorn. The Gov- 
ernment had removed from Pesth to Szegedin, and the 
Austrians had reached Euda. The Magyars fought 
well, opening avenues through the lines of the foe, 
which were instantly filled with the exhaustless 
troops of the Empires combined in this crusade 
against freedom. Gorgey looked down from the 
heights of his entrenchments upon the fierce charges 
cutting down almost to a man the staffs of his bravest 
generals, until he was reluctantly convinced that to 
break through the eoil of the victorious foe, whose 
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grasp he had invited, was impossible. The alternative 
was now between the defensive at Comorn and retreat. 
At noon of the 13th, the rear of Gorgey's division 
crossed the Waag bridge, and Klapka, with deathless 
heroism, like a Hon returning to his lair, prepared to 
defend his fortress, and make Comorn the last bold 
eastle of Hungarian rights," on which should play the 
sunset glory of liberty. 

Gorgey encountered the Austrians at Waitzen, and 
after temporary victory was obliged to retreat, and 
continue his flight towards the Theisa. A rear-guard 
fight with the pursuing enemy, and the fatigues of 
the march, diminished the battalions one fifth before 
reaching Tokaj. Kossuth was watching the aspect 
of affairs with sleepless anxiety, and started to meet 
the retreating army, and by his wondrous accents re- 
animate them, and save if possible from defeat, but 
the approach of the hostile detachments prevented, 
and he returned to Arad. The burden of military 
operations fell upon Klapka, who determined to at- 
tack the Austrians at Csem and Herkaly, and at least 
by diverting the invading forces, support the southern 
army. The assault was brilliant; Klapka moved 
forward from Csem, which was abandoned at his ap- 
proach, and joined Sehulz and Jonik at Puszta-Her- 
kaly. General Klapka ordered his storming columns 
forward upon the enemy's entrenchments blazing 
with ceaseless discharges, while Sehulz with unpar- 
alleled bravery, shouting "Eljen a Magyar!" led his 
Small cohort through the driving hail of grape and 
musketry, to the parapet of the Austrian works, Vic- 
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tory perched tearfully upon the torn tri-color, floating 
over heaps of manly forms. A thousand Austrians 
were lying in their blood, and a thousand more were 

prisoners of war, among whom worts forty-eight officers. 
In addition, twelve field-pieces were taken, 8,000 mus- 
kets, and 2,000 head, of cattle. Klapka advanced to 
Jtotib, whore wreaths of flowers were showered upon 
his hussars, and peasants white-haired with age crowded 
round the hero, asking earnestly if the time for the 
people to rise had come. 

Alas ! Kossuth had yielded to the pressure of calam- 
ity before the news of these gloriousdceds reached him, 
and resigned his high office to Gorgey. 

It was Kossuth's transparent honor and patriotism 
that decided him in his estimate of Gorgoy's character. 
F'i hoped to satisfy the traitor's ambition, and save 
the country by resigning in his favor, conferring a 
Military .Dictatorship upon him in whose hands was 
virtually the trailing standard of Hungarian free- 
dom. Kossuth set forth hi» "mvictions in a last 
address. 

"KOSSUTH 'lvl _'ht JATION. 

" After the unfortunate battles, wherewith God, in these latter 
days, lias visited our people, we nave no hope of our successful 
contain; nice ta [lie (ieibuce against the allkid forces of Raskin, am] 
Austria. Under such circum-a-inct^, tJio salvation of." (lie national 
existence, arid the protection of its fortune, lies in the hands 
of the leaders of the army. It is my firm conviction that the 
conaauiiMCii of ilie present CciveTiiaienl. would' not only prove 
useless, bat also injurious to the nation. Acting upon this con- 
vicuon, 1 proclaim, that— moved by those patriotic feelings which, 
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throughout the course of my life, have impelled me to devote al. 
my thoughts to the country— I, and with me the whole of the 
Cabinet, resign the guidance of the public affairs; and that the 
supreme civil and military power is herewith conferred on the 
General Arthur Gorgey, until the nation, making use of its right, 
shall have disposed that power according to its will. I expect 
of the said General Gorgey — and I make him responsible to God, 
the nation, and to history — that, according to the best of hia 
ability, he will use this supreme power for the salvation of the 
national and political independence of our poor country and of 
its future. May he love his country with that disinterested lovo 
whicli 1 Lear it! May his endeavors ro ro-tojiijucr i;ic independence 
and happiness of the nation be crowned with greater succi;^ ilian 

" I have it no longer in my power to assist the country by actions. 
If my death can benefit it, I wHl gladly sacrifice my life. May the 
God of justice and of mercy watch over my poor people ! 



S. Vuckokiis, 
L. Csanvi. 

M. HoRVATH." 

Gorgey, upon receiving the honors of supreme con- 
trol of imploring, devastated Hungary, gave his mes- 
sage to the people, in which with a religious hypou- 
risy, he indicates succeeding events. 

GORGEY TO THE NATION. 

" Citizens ! 

"The Provisional Government exists no longer. The Govemol 
and the Ministers have voluntarily resigned their offices. Under 
these circumstances, a Military Dictatorship is necessary, and it is I 
who take it, together with the civil power of the state. 

" Citizens ! whatever in our precarious position can be dona 
ft™ the country, I intend to do, be it by means of arms or by ne- 
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gotiations. I intend to do all in my power to lessen the painful 
sacrifice of life and treasure, and to put a stop to persecution, cru- 
elty, and murder. 

" Citizens ! the events of our time arc astnimdiiig, and the blows 
of fate overwhelming ! Such a slate of things defies all calcula- 
tion. My only advice and desire is, that you shall quietly return to 
your homes, and that you eschew assisiing in the resistance and the 
combats, even in ease vour towns arc occupied by (.lie enemy. The 
safety el' your persons iiiid pmporties you can only obtain by quietly 
staying ill the domestic hearth, and by peacefully to, lowing the 
course of your ususl occupations. 

" Citizens ! it is otirs to bear whatever it may please God in His 
inscrutable wisdom to send us. Let our strength be the- sirengih 
of men, and let us find comfort in the conviction that Right and Jus- 
tice must weather the storms of all times. 

"Citizens! MayGodbewith.ua! 

" Arthur Gorget." 

"Arad, 11th August, 1849." 

The same day upon, which this proclamation was 
dated, he obtained a pledge from the commanders 
under him to submit to his arrangements of any pros- 
pective movement, under the impression that he 
would secure by Russian aid deliverance from Aus- 
trian power. The deceiver repaid them for' their 
confidence on the 13th, at Villages, where the Rus- 
sian General Kudiger, according to the message of 
Gorgey, " that the main Hungarian army was willing 
to surrender unconditionally/' appeared to receive the 
submission of 24,000 picked troops, and an immense 
park of artillery. The Hussars and Honveds were 
entirely unaware of the terms of surrender, but were 
assured by the deluded officers that their arms would 
be restored, and Russia unite with .them in pla- 
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cirig the Grand Duke Constantine on the throne of 
Hungary. 

The battalions of the Autocrat were amazed at 
this sudden turn of events. Gorgey, Kiss, and other 
officers were treated with marked cordiality, and 
entertained splendidly. Csanyi, ex-minister, and 
many brave comrades, strangely deceived by these 
dispbyj?, went to the Russian Camp, and volunta- 
rily surrendered. The Russians first delivered A r ad 
to ITaynau, and this; lifted the curtain of the nation's 
tragedy. When the heroic ranks were ranged in two 
solid columns, on each side of the Szolloa road, the 
scene was heart-rending. Staff officers swcjt along 
in splendid uniforms, "but silent and sad, excepting 
occasionally a mournful word of cheer. Magyar 
curses were muttered fiercely Ly pallid lips, and wild 
lamentation arose from ten thousand living monu- 
ments of despair. The "Red-cap" Honveds, who 
"understood only one command — 'Elore,' forward, 
and their wild battle-cry, ' Eljea a Magyar,'" gazed 
mutely and despairingly upon each other. The 
brave hussars, stood with their hands grasping con- 
vulsively the slackened rein, and dropping a hot tear 
upon the mane which had been scathed in the fire of 
battle. While the cloudless sun of August poured 
its beams on these wailing battalions, the Hunga- 
rian Dictator was having repartee with a beautiful 
girl, and around him circled his magnificent staff. 
When the grand and solemn cavalcade began to 
move, Gorgey mounted his charger, and rode into 
the ranks, and proclaimed, "that he no longer felt it 
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in his power to defend the tinny, hut if any was found 
willing to assume the command he would gladly yield 
to him." 

A veteran eaptain, springing forward in a flood of 
grief, begged Gorgey to let the army cut their way 
through the hostile army. The traitor replied it was 
no time to joke, and passed on. A new gusli of 
agency followed. Soldiers who had never faltered 
while comrades were shot down "by their side in 
ranks, wept, kissed their tried steel, and fell in each 
other's arms, sobbing a farewell. Some tore the sad- 
dles from their steeds, and shot the war-horses which 
had borne them over bloody and victorious fields. 
Gorgey rode proudly a raid the outcry of his too faith- 
ful host, calmly gazing on the spectacle his treachery 
had furnished, and urging their inarch. Night came 
down, and beneath the long twilight shadows of their 
bayonets encircling in pyramids the tri-color, the sol- 
diers, weary of life, lay down on the dewy grass to 
troubled dreams. 

The march was soon sounded again, and under their 
Kussian escort, the Hungarian troops moved forward 
on their eight days' gloomy travel to Sarkad. The 
Imperialists now moved down upon Coniorn, which 
was under the command of Gen. Klapka. On the 20th 
of August, they encamped before the forest of Atsh, 
and sent to the fortress the demand of surrender, urged 
by a letter from Gorgey. Afterwajd Haynau de- 
spatched a letter 

"To Mr. Klapka, for the time b::i:ii?;, Coimnauder in Comorn. 
" Messrs. Thali and Kaiona, the mcisyngors whom you sent 
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'e been convinced by ocular demonstration, and by 
of the captive chiefs of Gorgey's corps, that, after 
which the imperii! army, under my command, obtained 



at Szegcdin and Temeshvar, a 


9 well as at 


Iiiifrns and 1j-:.:v;i. the 


corps which were opposed to me 


have bciij] dissolved ; that the chiefs 
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Gorgey's 
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" Haynau, 


Fe Id zeug-Meister. " 



Instead of yielding, Kkpka prepared for resolute 
defence. Assaults upon outposts were made, and 
thousands of printed bills offering safe-conduct home 
to deserters, were smuggled into the garrison. Klap- 
ka was obliged to execute many brave fellows who 
accepted the offer, as examples. His own life was 
perilled by a disguised assassin, who was discovered 
and hung. He attempted to confer with Peterswar- 
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asden, but his messengers never reached the fortress 
The first tidings he received, was that Petcrswaras- 
den, the last "bulwark of Hungary besides Comorn, 
had surrendered unconditionally to the allied forces 
early in September. This event blotted out the last 
ray of hope within the walls of the unyielding Klap- 
ka's stronghold. His hospitals were filled, yet there 
he held aloft the nation's flag, environed by more than 
a hundred thousand hostile troops. But resources 
of every kind failed, nothing was left but conditions 
of capitulation. Klapka's correspondence with Hay- 
nau, and his stirring, affectionate messages to his he- 
roic garrison, displayed the nobility of his heart, and 
the sublime courage which could endure despair, 
rather than surrender to a treacherous enemy. Be- 
fore he submitted the terms of surrender, he drew 
up the entire garrison on parade, then marched to 
funeral service for the countless dead ; in his own 
touching words : "For the last time my troops met 
under arms ; for the last time were they assembled 
beneath the victorious banners which so often led the 
way through the fiercest contention of battle. The 
Requiem which was chanted for our comrades was 
chanted for us, for we all buried our happiness and 
our hopes. When the service was over, and when 
the first division defiled before me in sorrow and si- 
lence, it seemed as if the soldiers felt that my grief 
was even greater than their own, and rallying for 
the last time, their trembling lips uttered a loud and 
thundering Eljmi to the beloved and forlorn — to our 
Country!" 
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tions of capitulation are given boloi 

ion are to be allowed freely to withdraw, 

swords of the officers io remain in their pt 



have formerly serve J in the iinporial army; to those who do not 
aslt for passports to other countries, a free dismission to their 
homes— ex cepting such as voluntarily enter the imperial ser- 

A free residence at their homes shall be granted to the Honved 

oiiicers not previously in the imperial service, without re.^rieiinn as 
to their future conduct and occupation. 

An amnesty is granted to the rank and file of the imperial regi- 
ments, and Io those individuals who have br-cii i!irai:jus promoted. 
They are to remain unmolested, and no legal prosecution shall 
hereafter be conducted against them. 

2. Passports abroad shall be furnished to all who apply for them 
within ihiriy days. 

3. One month's pay to the officers, and ten days' wages to the 
rank and file, according to the rates of the Austrian service, shah* bo 
paid in Austrian national bank-notes. 

4. For the settlement of the various obligations entered into by 
the garrison, as shown by their orders on the military chest, l.ht 
sum of 500,000 guilders, convention's munze, (about $250,000,) 
sha.ll lie pair! in Austrian bank-notes. 

5. The sick and wounded in Comorn, and in the hospitals, shall 
bo properly cared for. 

6. Private property, hofh real and personal shall be generally re- 
tained by the owners. 

7. The place, time, and manner of f;h'ing up the arms, shall he 
hereafter determined. 

8. All hostilities si-jj.ll iruna'dij'.ely cease on bolh sides. 
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9. Tile fortress shall ho (fium up according to the usages of war 
after a mutual ratification of l!io conditions. 

f Puszta-Heekalit, Sept. 27th, 1849. 
( Haynau, M. P. 

Takate, captain. 

(iiinpm/lz, captain. 

jVicdny;>,nsky, colonel. f A true copy of l.be original, 

John Pragay, colonel. Comork, Sept. 29, 1849. 

Stefan Rutkay, colonel. I 

Count Otto Zichy, colonel. Szillanyi, lieut. -colonel, 

Count Paul Esterhazy, colonel. I chief of the general-staff. 

John Janik, colonel. 

Sigmuiid Siiiibo. colonel, commandant in the town, 

Joseph von Kaszonyi, colonel. 

Franc in AssftTirmi], colonel, commandant in the fon.rcss, 

Goorgp KhukiL, coimoaruier-ir.-cbk: of fortress and troops. 

Oct. 3d, Klapka assembled the Wurtemberg hus- 
sars on the right bank of the Danube, ami after thank- 
ing them for their patient bravery, inquired if any 
wished to enlist under the Imperial flag. Tears were 
falling like rain, and a deep silence followed. It waa 
broken by an old Serjeant, who calmly exclaimed, 
"General! we have faithfully served our country. 
We will support it again, if need be; but never, 
never will we go to the Austrian;; !" In the sunset 
glow of the -Ith, the black and yellow banner of Aus 
tria flaunted from the dark walls of Comorn, when 
the Tri-color last waved defiantly in the air of fallen 
Hungary. The next morning Klapka, with hia 
"Warrant of Safety," hastened to Pressburg, to wait 
for a passport to England, where ho now lives in hope 
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of the approaching hour of fresh revolution along the 
banks of the Danube. 

The next day, is memorable in the annals of time. 
It was Hayuau's auto-da-fe, when he cancelled with 
blood his oath to spare the Hungarians. Thirteen 
Generals and staff ohioers were either executed or shot. 
The daring Kiss and three comrades, at daybreak fell 
before the balls of the riflemen. The gallant, impet- 
uous, noble old Aulich, was the first on the scaffold, 
dying without a shade of fear passing across his brow. 
Young Leiningen soon followed, having refused means 
of escape because a dear relative was among the con- 
demned. A soldier offering him a flask, he answered. 
"I want no wine to give me courage, — bring me a 
glass of water." The aged Csanyi, who so sadly pre- 
dicted the issue of Gorgey's treachery, stood beneath 
the rope not a thousand rods from the spot where he 
declared to Klapka his choice of death rather than 
exile. Handing his coat to a poor man, he arranged 
the fatal noose with his own hand. When asked for 
his defence, lie said, " I have to complain that the ac- 
cusation is incomplete. I request to add, that I was 
the first to press the resolution that the House of 
Hapsburg-Lorraine should be declared to have forfeited 
ike throne oj 'Hungary /" Jeszeuak's last words .were — 
" I die tranquilly for my fatherland, and know that our 
di:".(/is 'tiu'll be a. '■:■: i i ged f" 

Daraianics impatiently and scornfully inquired, as 
he mounted the scaffold, "How is it, that I the first 
in the fire, am here the last?" Toward sunset, the 
dignified Count Louis Batthyanyi, who had Iain for 
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nearly a year in prison, tried, acquitted, and again 
brought to trial, and at length condemned to he hung 
for treason, was marched to the place of execution. 
The day before, he tenderly bade adieu to his wife, 
and during the night, recoiling from the inglorious 
exit of the scaffold, wounded his neck with a dull 
poinard he had concealed. It was decided, therefore, ■ 
to. shoot the noble martyr. He was a distinguished 
victim, and the multitude pressed up to see hirn die. 
He stood a moment, with his white lock's gleaming in 
the light of departing day, then stretching forth his 
hands, he exclaimed, "God bless my country 1" His 
last accents were lost in the report of rifles, and Bat- 
thyanyi fell pierced with three bullets. So these sons 
of Liberty died like ancient Romans and Greeks, and 
Justice shall yet make inquisition for their blood. 

We add the names of the heroes slaughtered on that 
and succeeding days. 

3te tftlemorn 

OF THE DEFENDERS OF CONSTITUTIONAL LIBERTY IN HUNGARY, 

Who, after the surrender of the Hungarian Army to the Russians, 
were put to death by Austrian executioners. Their honored names 
are dear to the lovers nf Liberty founded on Law. 

Count Louis Batthtakyi, Prime Minister. 

Ladhlaus Csanyi, Minister of Commerce. 

Baron Sioismokd Pekenyi, President of the House of Peers. 

Bwon Jeszenak, Lord-Lieu tenant of the County of Kyitra. 

Szatsvay, llembor and Secretary of the Diet. 

Prince WiHiOSViEL-KKT. 

Czekncs, Councillor of State. 
Major Mpeman. 
Major Abancuui:t. 
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Prisoners of War, given up by Russia to the Austrian Execution 
ers, and who were hanged or shot at Arad on the 6th October, 18-19 
General Aulich, Minister of War. General Count Vecsey 
Lioul. Gei:. I'li'Mis-r Kiss. (ienc-r.i] Toeok. 

General Damiahich. General Lamer. 

General Nagy Sandor. General Ruvn ? J iir.x:.:r:;r.\rj. 

Guntoml .1)i.:ssewpi'y. General Knesioh. 

General Count Leikmcek. Cou- General Schveidl. 
sin of Her Majesty Queen Vic- General Count Lazak. 
lorla ' Colonel Kazihczst. 

As fit interludes to these tragical and barbarous 
scenes, pure and noble women were publicly whipped 
to satiate the Austrian appetite for blood. 

Gorgey, the betrayer, lives in an obscnre Austrian 
village, upon the munificent pension of 60,000 florins 
a year from the inouarchsat whose feet belaid the con- 
stitution and banner of Hungary. The peasants shun 
him in his daily walks, like the presence of an evil ge- 
nius, and his name, with Benedict Arnold's, is the seorn 
of the world ! 

Kossuth left his country, when his presence could 
no longer retrieve her fortunes. Before his unwilling 
departure from the betrayed and desolate land of his 
birth, he knelt upon the soil hallowed by the memo- 
ries and bloodshed of ages, and with arms extended as 
if to embrace the spreading plains, he kissed the green 
sod ; then lifting his aspirations to God, he pronounced 
the following thrilling Farewell to Hungary : 

" God with thee, my beloved Fatherland ! God will) thee, Father- 
land of the Magyars ! God with thee, land of tortures ! I shall not 
be able to behold the summits of thy mountains ; no more shall I be 
able to call my Fatherland the soil where, on the mother's heart I 
imbibed the milk of Freedom and Justice ! 
" Pardon me, my Fatherland, me who am condemned to wan- 
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del? about far from thee, because I strove for thy welfare. Par- 
don me, who no more call anything free, than the small space, 
where I am now kneeling down with a few of thy sons. My 
looks fall upon thee, O, poor Fatherland! I see thee bent down 
wii.li sufferings ! I now turn them to futurity ; thy Future is 
nothing but a great grief!— thy plains are moistened with crim- 
son gore, which will scon be blaekeiiCi! by umr.erciful devasta- 
tion and destruction, as if to mourn over the numberless con- 
quests, which thy sons have achieved over the accursed enemies 
of thy hallowed soil. How many grateful hearts lifted up their 
prayers to the throne of the Almighty ! How many tears have 
flowed which would even have moved hell to corn passion ! How 
many streams of blood have run, as proofs, how the Hungarian loves 
his Fatherland, and how he can die for it ! and yet hast thou, be- 
loved Fatherland, become a slave I f 

" Thy beloved sons arc chained and dragged away like slaves by 
those who are destined to fetter again everything that is holy; to 
become serviceable to all that is unholy ! O, Lord, if thou lovost 
thy people, whose heroic ancestors thou didst enable to conquer 
under Arpad, amid so iiiiinifuld causers, 1 riescecri tiiec, and ia.ii.o~e. 
thee, O, humble them not! | 

" Behold, my dear Fatherland, thus speaks to thee thy son in the 
whirlwind of troubles and despair, on thy utmost boundary ! 

"Pardon me, if the !;reat number of iky son; have shed their blood 
for my sake, or rather for thine, because T was their representative : 
because I protected thee when on thy brow was written in letters 
of blood the word ' Damgek," because I, when it was called unto 
thee, ' Be a slave,' took up the sword for thee ; because I girded on 
my sword when the enemy had the audacity to say, ' Thou art nt> 
more a nation,' in the land of the Magyars ! 

" With gigantic paces time rolled on— with black, yellow letters 
Fate wrote on the pages of thy history, ' Death !' and to stamp the 
seal upon it, it called the NurLhern Colossus to assist. But the red- 
dening morning dawn of the South will melt this sea!. 

S Behold, my dear Fatherland, for thee, who hast shed so much 
of thy bipod, there is not even compassion ; because, on the hills 
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which are towered by the hones of thy fallen sons tyranny earns her 

" O, see, my dear Fatherland ! the ungrateful, whom thou didst 
nourish from the fat" of thy plenitude, has turned against (hoc, 
against thee has turned the traitor, to destroy thee from head to 
the sole of thy foot! Bat thou, noble nation, hast endured all this 
— thou hast not cursed thy fate, because in thy bosom over all suf- 
fering-, Hope is enshrined. 

" Magyars ! turn your looks not away from me ; for even at thia 
moment my tears flow only for you, and the soil on which I am 
kiiwlinjv tei boars your fame. 

" Thou art fallen, truest of nations ! Thou art thrust down under 
thine own Wow! not the weapon of a foroignenomy, which has dug 
thy grave ; not the cannon of the many nations, brought up against 
thee— they have tottered back at thy Love to thy Fatherland ! not 
the Muscovites, who crawled over the Karpathites, have compelled 
thee to lay down thine arms. O no ! sold, thou wast, dear Father- 
land. Thy sentence of death, beioved Fatherland, was written by 
liim, whose love to his country I never questioned for a single mo- 
ment. In the bold flight of my thoughts, I would rather have 
doubted the existence of a good man, than I should have thought he 
could haro become the traitor to his Fatherland. 

" And thou hast been betrayed by him, in whose hands a few 
days ago I laid the Government of our country, sworn to defend 
thee with the last drop of his blood. He became a traitor to his 
country because the color of gold was dearer to him than that of 
blood, which was shed for the independence of the Fatherland. 
The profane metal had in his eyes more value than the Holy God 
of his laud, who forsook him, when he entered into a covenant with 
the associates of the Devil ! 

"Magyars! my dear fellow-sons of the same country! Do not 
accuse me, because I was compelled to cast my eye on this man, 
and to vacate my place for biin. I was compelled to do so, be- 
cause the people confided in him, because the army loved him, 
and he had already attained lo a position, in which he could have 
proved his fidelity! and yet the man abused the confidence of 
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the Million, and in return for the love of his naiion ireatod them with 
contempt. 

" Curse him, people of the Magyars ! curse tho heart which did 
not dry dp when k attempted to nourish him with the moisture of hit) ! 

;l I love thee, Europe's truest nation! as I love the freedom for 
which thou fought so bravely ! The God of liberty will never blot 
you out from His memory. Be blessed for evermore ! My princi- 
ple were, those of Washington, though my deeds were not those of 
William Tell ! I wished for a free nation— free as God only can 
create man — and thou mi. (lead, because thy winter has arrh ad ; hut 
this wb! not. liisii. so long as thy fellow-s.mTerer, kuiifuWiing under the 
icy sky of Siberia. No, fifteen nations have dug thy grave, the 
ttioasiitiiis of l.iie shteemii will arrive to save thee I 

; ' Be faithful as hitherto, keep to the holy sentences of the Bible, 
pniy lor thy liberation, and then cbanL Illy national hymns when thy 
mountains re-echo the thunder of the cannons of thy liberator.,: 
God be with you, dear comrades and fellow-sufferers ! The angels 
of- God iinrl of liberty be with you. You may still be proud, for the 
lion of Europe had to he amused 10 conquer the rebels! The whole 
civiliy.ed world lias admired you as homes, and the cause of the 
heroic nations will be supported by the freest of the free nations on 

'■'■ God he with thee, sacred soil ! drenched with the blood of so many 
of thy nob'e sons ! Preserve these sacred spots, ilia!, they may give 
evidence before the world for you, before the people, that will come 
lo your succor! God he wiiii thee, young King of i.he Matryars, 
forget not that thy nation has m;l elected thee! There lives in mo 
still the hope that a day will come, on which you \vill sec the con- 
firmationofthe word— if it even be on the Ruins of Buda ! 

" The blessing of the Aiini«hty, my dear nation, rest upon thee. 
Believe — Love — and Hope !" 

It is farther related that when he stood upon the 
verge of his fatherland, a fugitive from the wrath of 
the oppressor, he was met "by Dushek, the Treasurer 
■, having in his possession two and a half 
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millions of dollars, in gold and silver, of his country's 
funds, which he offered to lay at the feet of his unfor- 
tunate Governor. He urged Kossuth to accept the 
treasure, with an eloquence which was responded to 
by many of the companions of his flight. Behind him 
he had left his home; his broad lands he knew would 
be confiscated by those who had sought his blood. His 
fortunes and hie country fell together. If he refused 
to accept the means offered him of personal comfort 
and ease, Austrian coffers would be enriched by the 
additional booty. Why not snatch from the grasp of 
a tyrant, an equivalent for the property he had been 
compelled to leave? The temptation was great, and 
few would have resisted. But the persecuted patriot, 
friendless and poor, spurned the offer without a mo- 
mentary wavering. " That treasure is none of mine," 
said he, " it belongs to the Treasury of Hungary. 
Whatever may be its fate, I have no right to touch its 
smallest piece, and this I cannot, will not do." Kos- 
suth proceeded to his exile and poverty, while Dushek 
returned to the army of Austria, and with the gold his 
Governor had spurned, purchased existence. 

Toil-worn and weary, his heart bowed by the 
weight of sorrows, Kossuth and his brave companions, 
numbering about five thousand men, crossed the fron- 
tier at Orsova, on the 18th of August, and sought upon 
Turkish soil, an asylum which their own country no 
longer afforded. It was a touching sight when the 
band of patriots landed on the right bank of the Dan- 
ube, and then sadly turned to take a farewell look to- 
ward their bleeding and betrayed, hut not yet eon- 
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quered land. Tears fell " from eyes unused to weep," 
while sighs revealed the anguish of noble souls. The 
Pacha of Widdin had previously given Kossuth assur- 
ance that he should be the guest of the Sultan, and 
thither the footsteps of the exiles were directed. On 
their way the acclamations of the Turkish peasantry 
fell with mournful cheer upon their ears. They wers 
regarded as a bulwark agaiust the tide of Russian in- 
vasion; and a common interest gave the Magyars a 
cordial greeting from the Mussulmen. 

The reputation of Kossuth had preceded him, and 
was more familiar to the Orientals than the fame of any 
other chieftain excepting Bonaparte. Their warm im- 
agination had clothed him with resplendent powers, 
and he was said to act like a second Eoustan, " wise in 
council and just in judgment, but scattering hosts with 
his red cimeter." Though the wildest tales respecting 
the Hungarian struggle had spread along the frontier, 
he, and occasionally Bern, were the only heroes known 
in connection with it. Kossuth Effendi* was almost 
deified in their ardent thoughts. 

As the company entered "Widdin they were receiv- 
ed with becoming honor. The orders of the Sultan 
had been explicitly transmitted to the Pacha, and tha 
exiles were treated with great courtesy. A change, 
however, occurred in the mode of their entertainment. 
Austrian and Eussian spies had followed them ; des- 
potism even there hunted the conquered Hungarians. 



* Master. Among the Turks this term is applied to aji officer of 
high rank. 
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The Sultan's generosity was genuine, but bis subor- 
dinate at Widdin," the almoner of his favors, was more 
easily influenced by tbe enemies of Hungary. Rus- 
sian gold was mighty with tbe Pacha, while to prom- 
ises and threats, the Sultan was alike unyielding. 
The immediate object, however, was gained. The 
Pacha was induced for personal profit to withhold 
the Sultan's munificence. The exiles were still fur- 
nished with the ncocssari.es of life, but tbe luxuries 
they had received were quietly withdrawn. In the 
camp, provisions were distributed to tbe soldiers, but 
without beds, clothing, lire-wood, or even hay upon 
which to repose. They suffered intensely. The chol- 
era broke out and swept away nearly four hundred. of 
the exiles. Every day the dead-cart, drawn by heavy 
oxen, went creaking through the inleetod streets with 



The author of " Revelations of Russia," who visited 
Kossuth at. Widdin, pleasantly describes the retreat of 
tbe exiles. 

"I returned with Kossuth into his dwelling, and 
will at once proceed to narrate to you how he was 
lodged and treated. A mud wall with heavy oaken 
gates separated from the street (or rather from tbe tri- 
angle I have mentioned) this habitation, which con- 
sisted of a single apartment — the reception -room of its 
owner — whose real abode was in the chambers of his 
harem, a separate building in an inner court. On ac- 
count of this custom, the best houses in provincial 
Turkish towns afford but little accommodation to male 
visitors, the reception-room, which is accessible to the 
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public, being little more cared for, even by officials of 
rank, than with us the chambers, or the office in the 
Inns-of-Court, or bye-lanes of the city, by the luxu- 
rious lawyer, or the opulent merchant. Kossuth's 
char-d-banc was a narrow yard. Two Hussars were 
grooming his horse under an open shed, and the owner 
of the house, a portly Turk, was sitting on a small 
platform smoking his chibouque complacently. Col- 
onel Asboth, the young Count Dembinski, and his in- 
terpreter, constituted all the attendance for which his 
single chamber afforded possible accommodation. Thia 
one room was of tolerable size, surrounded on three 
sides by a divan, and covered for about three fourths 
of its extent by a carpet, on the edge of which infe- 
riors in rank and the Albanian servitors of the host 
deposited their yellow boots or red slippers before tres- 
passing on its precincts. Cloaks, papers, bridles, and 
the contents of Kossuth's slender baggage, were ex- 
posed in great disorder about the divan, which consti- 
tuted at night the bed of the ex-president, governor, 
his secretary, and interpreter. Three wooden -chairs 
and a small deal table were the only articles of furni- 
ture introduced in honor of the guest, 

Kossuth's host was chief of the police ; — a Turkish 
officer was in attendance to accompany him whenever 
he walked out on foot, a horse soldier in case he chose 
to ride, and two or three Albanian attendants brought 
in, as he called for it, ice-water, or the chibouque. Un- 
der the pretence of solicitude for his safety and marks 
of honor, it was clear that M. Kossuth was closely 
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watched, and all his applications for a more convenient 
odging were, at this time, neglected or evaded. 

" Kossuth's dinner was brought in. It consisted of a 
Hungarian disli cooked by the wife of a Hungarian 
soldier. It was served in a brown earthenware dish, 
and partaken of with an iron spoon. After dinner, 
Count Dembinski came back with his Countess, and 
the conversation took a lighter turn. 

" Within the precincts of the fort, or citadel, I found 
Meszaros, the Perczels, Bern, old Dembinski, Gruyon, 
Count 2am oy ski, Mr. Longworth, and a number of 
officers lodged. Outside the fortress, but within the 
city walls, Count Casimir Batthyanyi, his lady, his 
cousin, and many more Hungarians, were quartered. 
The soldiers, the Polish and Italian legions, were en- 
camped on the shore of the Danube. The camp was 
surrounded on three sides by a cordon of Turkish in- 
fantry, and the refugees were permitted to circulate 
wherever they pleased within the enclosure formed by 
the camp and the city. To pass beyond the gates, 
even with escort, into the open country, was, however, 
a favor only occasionally claimed by the Batthyanyis." 

Kossuth occasionally visited the soldiers, but could 
not relieve their sufferings, nor could he promise to 
the survivors personal safety, and gave no delusive 
hopes of the future. His own position was one of sad 
privation. The Pacha, under Russian control, took 
pains to isolate him from the world, by cutting off and 
intercepting intelligence from abroad. 

The demands of Eussia against the Magyars in- 
creased in number and severity. The Czar, throned 
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mid the resources of his vast dominion, yet feared the 
tones of Kossuth's voice and the might of his uplifted 
arm. A formal requisition was made upon the Sultan 
for the extradition of the exiles. In this Russia took 
the lead, while the feehle voice of her Austrian satellite 
echoed the claim. 

Constantinople now became the scene of deep inter- 
est to the cause of human progress. It was not simply 
the life of Kossuth and his companions, but a great 
principle which was at stake, Despotism would plant 
its iron heel more firmly upon the neck of crushed 
Hungary, and hated liberty. 

The Czar's requisition upon the Sublime Porte was 
accompanied with the threat of a Russian invasion. 
But the Sultan was strongly enlisted in behalf of the 
heroes who had thrown themselves upon his protection. 
High-minded and generous, he shrunk from the deed 
of cowardly cruelty. 

In the Divan an exciting discussion arose on the dis- 
posal of the Hungarian refugees. Rescbid, the minis- 
ter, who favored their protection, and reprehended 
compliance with the request of Russia, suddenly in- 
quired, "What if they turn Mahometans?" It was un- 
lawful to deliver a Mussulman to his enemies. The 
English Government would give no assurance of help, 
if the refusal to deliver up the exiles resulted in ag- 
gression. Lord Pahnerston was governed rather byre- 
gard to public opinion, than the suggestions of his own 
enliiiiiLeued mind, in the policy pursued. The Sultan 
with sublime independence, said he would rather lose 
500,000 soldiers than make the cowardly concession. 
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But Beschid and others of the ministry, sustained 
by radical Mahometans, despatched a messenger to 
Widdin with the degrading proposition which he 
had suggested, who visited separately the chiefs in 
their quarters. An intense excitement ran through 
the encampment. Bern, whose religion was hatred 
to Russia, and to whom promotion, in the Sultan's dis- 
ciplined army was attractive, imniediafelv accepted the 
offer. "Whole ranks of subalterns and soldiers fol- 
lowed the Pole. At this soleuun crisis, Kossuth assem- 
bled a council in his room, and rising with impressive 
dignity, said, " That he did not pretend to control the 
conduct of any of his compatriots. That every man's 
religious convictions were a matter that rested only 
between himself and God — that consistently with that 
sincerity and truth, to which he had always rigidly 
adhered, he could hold out no hope that if they re- 
fused the offer made them, their extradition could be 
averted, and that if given up to Austria, he knew its 
Cabinet too well to allow them to cherish for a mo- 
ment the illusion that any' mercy would be shown. 
But, nevertheless, for his own part, he would, when 
asked to abjure the faith of his forefathers, through 
terror of the executioner, welcome rather the gibbet 
and the block, and curses on the tongue which should 
dare propose to him anything so infamous." 

It was well spoken ; and was enough alone to bind 
his brow with the crown of martyrdom. He unbur- 
dened his full heart in a letter to Lord Palmerston, 
from which extracts on this subject are given : 
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" Widdin (Turkey), Sept. 20. 
" Your Excellency is no doubt already iiiformeil of the fall of my 
country— unhappy U.vm«-ary, assuredly worthy of a better fate. 

" It was not prompted by tiro spirit of disorder, or (ho unsbuious 
views of faction ; it was not ti revolutionary Irani lit;- which inducer! 
my native country to accent the mortal struggle maintained so glo- 
riously, M! nl brou{-.iii. by neii'viotis means, to so unfortunate an end. 

"Hungary lias deserved from her Uisigii the historical epithet of 
'■ generous nation,' for she never allowed herself to bo surpassed in 
loyally and faithful adherence to her sovereign by any nation in the 

"Nothing but the most revolting treachery, the most tyrannical 
oppression, and cruelties unheard of in the words of history— nothing 
but the infernal doom of annihilation to her national e 
served through a thousand years, through adversities m 
were able to arouse her to appose the fa;al stroke aimed at her very 
life, to enable her to repulse the tyrannical assault of the ungrateful 
Hapnburgs, or to accept the struggle for life, honor, and liberty, 
forced upon her. And she has nobly fought that holy battle, in 
which with the aid of Almighty God she prevailed against Austria, 
whom wo crushed to the earth, standing firm, even when attacked 
by the Russian giant, in the consciousness of justice, in our hope in 
God, and in our hope, my lord, in the generous feeling of your great 
and glorious nation, the natural supporter of justice and humanity 
throughout the world. But this ia over : what tyranny began baa 
been by treachery concluded ; on all sides abandoned, my poor coun- 
try has fallen, not through the overwhelming power of two great 
empires, lint by the faults, and I may say the (reason, of her own sons. 

" To these untoward events, I pray God that my unhappy country 
may be the only sacrifice, and that the true interests of peace, free- 
dom, and civilisation through the world, may not he involved in our 
unhappy fate. 

"His Majesty the Sultan, was so gracious as to giro a decided 
negative to the inhuman pretensions if our extradition demanded by 
Russia and Austria. 
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" But a fresh letter from hia Majesty the Czar arrived in Co,r- 
stantinople, and its consequence was the suggestion sent to us 
by an express messenger of the Turkish Government, (hat the 
Poles and Hungarians, an J in particular myself, Count Casimir Bat- 
thyanyi, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Hungary, under my govern- 
ment, and the Generals Meszaros and Perzcel (all here,) would bo 
surrendered unless we chose to abjure the faith of our forefathers 
in the religion of Christ, and become Mussulmans. And thus five 
thousand Christians are placed in the terrible alternative either of 
facing the scaffold, or of purchasing their lives by abandoning their 
faith. So low is already fallen the once mighty Turkey, that she 
can devise no other mean» to answer or evade the demands of 
Russia. 

" Words fail mo to qualify these astonishing suggestions, such 
as never have been made yet to the fallen chief of a generous na- 
tion, and could hardly have been expected in the nineteenth century. 
" My answer does not admit of hesitation. Between death and 
shame the choice can neither be dubious nor difficult. Governor 
of Hungary, and elected to that high place by the confidence of 
fifteen millions of my countrymen, I know well what I owe to the 
honor of my country even in exile. Even as a private individual I 
have an honorable path to pursue. Once governor of a generous 
country— I leave no heritage to my children— they shall, at least, 
bear an unsullied name. God's will be done. I am prepared to 
die. 

" Time presses — our doom may in a few days be sealed. Allow 
me to make an humble personal request. I am a man, my lord, 
prepared to face the worst; and I can die with a free look at Heav- 
en, as I have lived. But I am also, my lord, a husband, son, and 
father; my poor true-hearted wife, my children, and my noble old 
mother, are wandering about Hungary. They will probably soon 
fall into the hands of those Austrians who delight in tombing fee 
ble women, and with whom the innocence of childhood is no pro. 
tection against persecutions. I conjure your Excellency, in the 
name of the Most High, to put a stop to these cruelties by yout 
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powerful mediation, and especially to accord to my w if a a nil chil- 
dren an asylum on the soil of the generous English people. 

"As to my poor — my loved and nuhle country — must she, too, 
periBh forever ? Shall she unaided, abandoned to her fate, and un 
avenged, be I'oooicd i.o umiihilatiiai by her tyrants ? Wis J England, 
once her hope, noi become her (Consolation ? 

" The political interests of civilized Europe, so many iveinhty 
ciiiiKidoriaiiijiij respecting England herself, und cbioily the main- 
tenance of the Ottoman Empire, are too intimately bound tip with 
the existence of Hungary for me to lose all hope. My lord, may 
God the Almighty for many years shield you, that you may long 
protect the unfortunate, and live to be the guardian of the rights of 
freedom and humanity. I subscribe myself, with the most perfect 
re spec; and esteem, 

(Signed) " L. Kossuth." 

The spirited Sultan relieved the foreign powers 
from farther solicitation from Kossuth and his com- 
panions. He determined to guard his guests, aud soon 
after removed them to Schitmula, thence to Kutahia 
in Asiatic Turkey, to lend the appearance of captivity 
to their residence in this foreign fortress. It hushed 
the clamor of Austria, and prepared the way for the 
exile's freedom. 

Madame Kossuth had not been inactive. She fol- 
lowed the flight of the chief in her wandering love and 
thoughts ; and with woman's heroism under great ca- 
lamities, she resolved to gather her children about her, 
and make the perilous journey to his solitude. 

She is a retiring and true woman, whose ambition 
does not transcend the sanctuary of home. Her trio 
of offspring had been entrusted to the care of a female 
cousin, during Madame Kossuth's absence to. attend 
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her husband in the campaign. When the Governor 
signed his abdication at Arad, he sent a faithful 
friend for the children. The mother remained to re- 
ceive them. On their way they were all captured, 
and hurried to an Austrian prison in Presaburg. 
Madame Kossuth was taken sick, and death was ap- 
parently near. Her unoffending children were close- 
ly guarded by soldiers, and restrained in the very 
pastime of life's morning, to them overcast by a pre- 
mature storm. After two months' imprisonment, the 
cold and horrid Haynau called upon the captives to 
enjoy the spectacle of their grief; the juvenile victims 
of his demoniac vigilance recoiled from his savage 
mien, and with a smile of triumph he left them the 
memory of his hated presence. 

Madame Kossuth recovering, and having no possi- 
ble power to interpose for her children, turned her 
steps toward Turkey. For four months she wan- 
dered from hamlet to hamlet, disguised in a peasant's 
apparel, and secreted often without food; a solitary 
fugitive from despotic vengeance. The common peo- 
ple disregarded the proclamation forbidding shelter 
and aid to the flying wife of Kossuth. On the 16th 
of January she arrived at Sehumula, worn and weary, 
to embrace the splendid object of her pilgrimage. 
After six months' incarceration, the sons and daugh- 
ter of the Magyar Chief, on application of Madame 
Meszelenyi, his sister, were given up to her and theii 
grandmother, who has since died in prison, to be kept 
under the surveillance of the police at Pesth. The peo- 
ple thronged to see them, and lavish on the wondering 
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children the love they cherishes for the illustrious 
father. Food and tokens of "boundless enthusiasm, 
were laid before them, who innocently replied, "Kos- 
suth never left his children ; he will conic hack again.; 7 
These dangerous demonstrations of popular interest 
decided the Government to send the "young relink;" to 
Kutahia. In May, 1850, they left Pesth, amid the 
farewell shouts and tears of thousands, and hastened 
to their home upon the confines of Asia. 

During the summer of 1850, Bern was seized with 
a slow fever. His piercing eye grew dim, and his 
strength failed, with intervals of convalescence, till 
November. Extremely unwilling to use medical pre- 
scriptions, and careless of himself) he sank rapidly, 
and on the morning of Dec. 10th, passed from the ex- 
citements of time, with his Mahometan faith, to the 
unseen realm. 

His physician describes his last hours : — " Toward 
noon he had an attack of faintness, wdiich lasted 
twenty-live minutes. When I had succeeded, after 
some eifort, in arousing him from this, lie was aware 
that he had had a serious swoon. ' You give your- 
self a great deal of trouble,' said he, 'but what God has 
ordered man cannot change.' About 8 o'clock in the 
evening lie pressed General Kmety by the hand, thank- 
ing him for his friendship, and said, 'G-entlemen, I beg 
for rest.' He turned in the bed, and slept for three 
hours very quietly. He then awoke, spoke a few 
words, and again fell asleep. His friends all surround- 
ed his bed, and he appeared to he enjoying such a re- 
freshing slumber, that we all hoped to see him awake 
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with renewed strength. But it was otherwise written 
in the book of fate. His pulse grew weaker and weaker 
during the sleep — I attempted iu vain to awake him — 
and he died without a struggle about two o'clock in 
the morning. According to the custom of the country, 
in examination of the body was not permitted." 

He was buried with military honors, though not the 
usage of the country. He was about sixty years old, 
and appeared much worn by Ike exposure and toil of 
a stormy life. Bern was an intellectual man, but 
thoroughly and with absorbing passion a soldier. More 
bold than cautious, he was yet successful in nearly all 
important battles. After he embraced Islamism, he 
devoted his restless energies to his adopted land, the 
Sultan whom he admired, and the religion of the 
Prophet, toward whose Mecca bis head was solemnly 
laid, to wait the resurrection dawn. 

On the afternoon of September 7th, 1851, the IT. S. 
steamship Mississippi, according to the accepted oiler 
of this Government to convey the Hungarian refugees 
to our shores, sailed from Constantinople up the Dar- 
danelles. A Turkish frigate also left her moorings in 
the Bosphorus for the port of Gemiik, where Kossuth 
and bis comrades from Kutahia were to embark for the 
American vessel. Mr. Holmes of the U. S. Legation, 
as a mark of respect, and to hasten the embarkation, 
called on Gov, Kossuth, and officially announced the 
arrival of a national steamer in the Dardanelles to 
receive him. Madame Wagner only had died at 
Kutahia ; her constitution was broken in attempts to 
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rescue Lady Kossuth and children from Austrian 
power. 

When the Turkish vessel reached the Dardanelles, 

Oapt. Long paid his respects to Kossuth. No sooner 
did ids feet press the deck of the Sultan's steamer, than 
the loud "Eljens!" of the Hungarians greeted him. 
The transfer to the Mississippi was made without de- 
lay. "When Kossuth went aboard the U. S. ship, and 
stood beneath the stars and stripes, the officers and 
crew formed a circle around him. Tbe scene was sub- 
duing. His form of medium height was erect, his 
large blue eye filled with tears, and his pale face suf- 
fused with a glow of intense emotion. To the, native 
dignity and grace of his person, and the expression of 
unused power, there was added the gushing sympathy 
of the man of feeling. His fascinating smile, which 
comes when demanded, like a burst of sunlight through 
an open easement, was a soft illumination of joy too 
deep for any language but tears. 

Capt. Long attempted to address Kossuth, but his 
utterance failed in the rush of feeling. A tear shone 
in the eye of every sailor, and the Captain could only 
say, " Sir, you are welcome ! Sir, you — — three cheers 
for Kossuth I" When the sea had trembled to the 
shouts, Capt. Long began again to speak, but the 
accents died away in " three cheers more for Kossuth !" 
Tranquillity soon returned to the deck of the noble 
hark, and Kossuth retiring with his family to his com- 
fortable and pleasant rooms, the Mississippi struck with 
her strong arms the romantic waters of the Dardanelles ; 
the foaming wake lengthened swiftly, and the minarets 
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of the Sultan's domain disappeared in the haze of the 
distance, while a greater than Cmsar was borne away 
amid the perils of the sea ! 

At Marseilles, a popular exhibition of enthusiasm 
alarmed the U. S. Consul, Hodge, followed as it was 
by the disgraceful opposition of France, and a differ- 
ence arose between Capt. Long and Kossuth, which 
has been slanderously perverted by Austrian emissa- 
ries. Kossuth's letter to Mr. Hodge, confirmed by the 
subordinate o Ulcers of the Mississippi, is a manly vindi- 
cation of his unsullied name. 

Referring to the excitement, he writes the Consul : — 
" In the afternoon, a hundred boats were floating around 
the Mississippi, singing national songs, offering gar- inula 
of laurel to me, garlands of immortals to America, and 
shouting 'Hurrahs!' to the Republic, to the United 
States of .America, and to myself. Called forth by the 
shouts of the people, I mounted on the deck, and un- 
covering my head, bowed to thank the people, without 
speaking one single word. I was surprised to see the 
captain of the frigate walk along the deck, without 
even waving his can to acknowledge the cheers given 
to America; but my surprise was still heightened, to 
see Capt. Long aeeost me in a reproaching manner, — 
that I am compromising liim by staying on deck. I 
answered, 'I hope I will meet a generous welcome 
from your people also, and I am sure you would not 
have me repulse it. I am in the very position here. I 
will, in honor and conscience, feel bound thankfully to 
acknowledge everywhere the sympathy I meet ; and 
am confident that your people and your Government 
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can but approve this, and feel in no way compromised 
to learn that the people of Marseilles did, in a grace- 
ful manner, cheer the United States and cheer myself. 
You knew whom you received on board your ship ; 
and I beg to be assured that I have the sentiment of 
what is due to you and convenient to me. It appears 
we have different views about what may be thought 
compromising to your position. So I free you from 
the embarrassment, and entreat you to land me wher- 
ever you please. But, as long as I have the honor to 
be on board your ship, you have to command, and 
your commands shall be obeyed.' And I left the deck, 
and caused all my companions to do the same. The 
people upon the boats continued to cheer yet for a 
while, then went away peaceably as it came, without 
the consolation of a single acknowledging sign from the 



" These are the incidents of our staying in the Bay 
of Marseilles." 

At Gibraltar, Kossuth determined to make a hasty 
visit to the shores of England, who had united with a 
Republic in obtaining the freedom of the exiles. For- 
bidden by France to cross her plains he was compelled 
to take a steamer for Southampton. France in her 
fawning to despots, and fear of the contagion of a 
patriot's passing steps, foreshadowed in that act, the 
usurpation which afterwards cast a constitution and 
the rights of the people beneath the chariot wheels of 
the younger Napoleon. 
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On the 23d of October, about noon, the steamer 
Madrid neared the entrance of Southampton Wa- 
ter. A throng had gathered upon the pier heads 
and along the shore, impatiently waiting the vessel's 
landing. The Hungarians among the multitude, 
recognized Kossuth with the first glimpse of his no- 
ble form, and as the ship passed into harbor, their 
acclamations was the signal of his presence. Then 
from the electrified spectators rose immediately the 
loud and repeated cheers— England's welcome to 
the Exile of freedom. When the Madrid was fairly 
in her moorings, and the safe arrival of Kossuth was 
a palpable reality, his excited countrymen wept ai 
the sight of their leader, making every expression of 
joy too deep for the power of speech. With grateful 
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courtesy, the Magyar Chief bade adieu to the Cap- 
tain and ship's company, escorted ashore by the 
Mayor of Southampton, and followed by His attend- 
ants. The moment his feet pressed the wharf, the 
Hungarians surrounded him. Venerable men, hung 
on his neck in tears, while others seizing his hand 
kissed it with affection. Soon as they gave way to 
the increasing crowd, the cooler Englishmen ex- 
tended their hands to touch the palm unsullied by a 
dishonorable deed. Through files of enthusiastic 
strangers, he reached the carriage drawn by four 
beautiful horses, furnished by the Mayor of the city. 
Behind it were the barouches of his family and at- 
tendants. They rolled away amid one continued 
storm of cheering, while the grand procession in- 
creased at every revolution of the wheels. From the 
Hungarians sprinkling the moving mass, and wildly 
shouting in their gladness, was heard distinctly in 
foreign accent, "Eljen Kossuth! Eljen Kossuth 1" 
The windows along the streets were filled with faces 
bright with welcome, and white handkerchiefs waved 
like numberless wings in the air, which rang with 
the jubilant chime of bells from the belfreys of the 
churches. A single mighty impulse of gratnlation 
and rejoicing animated the lengthening cavalcade. 
Kossuth stood with uncovered head at the back of 
his carriage, calm yet evidently intensely alive to the 
cordial greeting; while his countrymen again grasp- 
ing his hand laid it with a warm baptism on their 
bosom. Beaching the Mayor's city residence, Kos- 
suth and suite entered, and soon he re-appeared in 
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the balcony of a window. The immense concourse 
beneath sent up a prolonged and deafening shout. 
Again and again the heavens echoed with cheers. 
At length they died away into silence, and the Exile 
stepped forward to give the people of England his first 
utterance to them, of Magyar fire and feeling. 

With a clear mellow voice, and graceful energy, 
he began with an apology for his "bad English," al- 
though his accent and command of the language 
were remarkably good. Interrupted with frequent 
cheers, he proceeded: 



nor ; now I 


am a free man; because glorious England chose it 


—thai Kn^lt 


ind which the genius of mankind selected for a mon- 


unient of it: 


! greatness, and the spirit of freedom took to be its 


lltsnpv home 


, Cheered by your sympathy, which is the anchor 


of hope to . 


ippresBOd humanity, with the view before me of your 


freedom, yo 


nr (ircalnfiBS, noe] your happiness, and with the con- 




,f the misfortunes of my native land in my heart, 


you must e 


xcuse mc for the emotion I feel— the natural conse- 


quence of . 
stances. E: 


« striking a change, and of such different circum- 


icuse me that I am not able to thank you so warmly 


as I feel fc 


r the generous reception with which you have hon- 


ored me, a 


n d of which I feel that I an undeserving. I only 



say, may God Almighty ever bless you and your glorious land. 
Lei me hope yon will be willing to bestow on me a ray of hope on my 
native land by this your generous reception. May England ever 
be great, glorious, and free ! But let me hope, by the blessing of 
Almighty God, and by your steady, persevering and generous 
aid, that England, though it ever remain the most glorious spot 
on earth, may it not long remain the only one where freedom 
dwells. Inhabitants of the generous town of Southampton, in 
shaking hands with your Mayor, our best and truest friend, I 
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have the honor to thank you with the deepest respect— yon, 
the inhabitants of this industrious, enlightened, noble-minded, and 
prosperous borough of Southampton." 

Madame Kossuth was then led by the Mayor to 
the edge of the balcony, and the cheering of the as- 
sembly was renewed. She retired exhibiting the 
deepest emotion. 

Her children were then led to the edge of the bal- 
cony, and saluted with a. new burst of enthusiasm. 
The Mayor thanked the concourse for their unsoli- 
cited, orderly and kind reception of Kossuth ; who 
added a brief address, and closing with "an impres- 
sive God bless you all I" retired. The people slowly 
and reluctantly dispersed to their homes, to repeat 
the illustrious name which had aroused the free spirit 
of Britain. 

Toward evening, the citizens assembled in the 
Town Hall, to present Kossuth their address, and 
hear his eloquent voice. When he entered the large 
hall, evidently worn and weary, he was greeted with 
tumultuous acclamations. After listening to the 
panegyrics with which he was received, he thanked 
the Mayor, Corporation and town of Southampton, for 
their generous welcome, and continued : 

"Mr. Mayor and gentlemen of the municipality of the town 
and boronjfl) of Soniiiiimpion. excuse me. an unpretending stran- 
ger, for not being able in your own language duly to express the 
warmest sentiments of thanks and gratitude for the honor of 
your generous welcome, and for those generous sentiments 
which you, Mr. Mayor, were pleased to address me. I was al- 
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ready before my arrival bound by lasting gratitude to the town of 
Southampton for numerous tokens, of the most high-minded sym- 
pathy with the cause of my dear native land, and of protection to its 
exiles ; and, heing prepared for the honor of (his occasion, you will 
excuse a few words, I may say inspired by your presence, and said 
to you without any preparation. 

"It is indeed an honor to be welcomed by the people of Eng- 
land in this noble town. It is the highest gratification to me 
that it was the municipality of the first town I had the honor 
to meet, which receives me in such a generous manner. It is 
not on this day only, but from my early youth, that this glori- 
ous country had a mighty share in my destiny. I was used to 
took on England as on the Book of Life, which had (o teach me 
and the nations of Europe how to live. Through three centu- 
ries the house of Austria has exhausted against Hungary the 
arts of open violence and secret intrigue, and it was our munici- 
pal institutions which still, among the most arduous circum- 
stances, conserved to Hungary some spirit of public life and 
some part of constitutional liberty. It was at the time when 
this fatal sickness of political feeling to centralize every power 
and to tutor the people into this notion of political wisdom— 
when this fatal sickness, I say, spread over the continent, and 
made its way even to my own country, so that it became al- 
most the fashion, and almost a mark of intelligence to bend to- 
wards the doctrine of centralization, that I, my humble self, with 
a few friends who stood by me, struggled against this storm— 
against those rushing waves coming over the spirit of Europe, 
because I regarded, and I ever shall regard, municipal public 
life as a public benefit, without which there is no practical free- 
dom whatever, and for the loss of which I think all Ministerial 
responsibilities and Parliamentary privilege but a pitiful equiv- 

" In this land is seen the finest fruits of this conquest of liberty ; 
the glory outside, the freedom within, unwithered by the blighting 
finger of centralization. When I first read the French constitution 
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1 furttold that great and glorious French nation should have to go 
through many storms, because it did not abandon its fatal principle 
of centralization; and because it is only in mtmieiprjl iriB:ii.u;ions 
freedom can be developed. Thai in my conviction. Sir, I hope 
England will be Forever ' great, glorious, and free ;' but when I look 
to Jiii'ijry. and see what is this land and the English Tact', the only 
single one which is free in iioih heminpho'cs of the world, and when 
I look for the key of this freedom, I readily confess I believe that it is 
not only those municipal institutions, which are not absorbed fay the 
[mi|i(;issiiy to central Uaibn, which ho consoi-ved thai freedom though 
under different forms of government, — here in England, under a 
monarchical form, in America under a republican form, — that it was 
not those institutions only, but the spirit of the people cm! «)■■ lied in 
those institutions, which made these two great offsprings of a mighty 
race great, glorious, and free. Therefore it is with the highest satis- 
faction I receive misaddress from your hands, and from the corpora- 
tion of Southampton. As to my own bumble self, conscious of no 
merit, and never aspiring to whatever ic[inl;ition,but to that of a plain 
honest man, faithful to the duty of a true friend of freedom and of a 
patriot, I could not forbear to feel perplexed to see myself the object 
of such undeserved honors, were t not aware that this maml'Vslation 
is intended rather openly to countenance that principle of freedom, 
of justice, of popii'.nr rights, inr which my nation has valiantly strug- 
gled, and which you so happily enjoy. 

" It is a glorious position the English race holds — almost the only 
one tfiat is free — it is the only one, the freedom of which has neither 
to fear the changes of time nor the ambition of man, provided it keeps 
to its institutions, provided that the public spirit of the people con- 
tinues to safeguard that which is best for the exigencies of the time, 
and t!i;ii their manly resolution never fails to meet those exigencies 
in time. This watchfulness and resolution being the chief guaranty 
of your country's greatness and happiness, I take for the most con- 
soling hope to oppressed humanity; for I have the most firm convic- 
tion that the freedom and greatness of England are in intimate con- 
nection with (he distinies and liberty of Europe. 
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tide of human destiny. There is one thing that i.s a prominent 
feature in yout race,— a result of no small importance in our 
struggles,— that the sentiments of this race are spreading over 
the world, and that it is not the least of the glories you call 
your own, that the people of England appear to be resolved to 
take the lead in the new direction of the public opinion of the 
world, out of which the highest blessings will flow. The gen- 
erous sympathy of the people of England for my bleeding, strug- 
gling, .down-trodden, but not broken, native land, is one, but 
not the only one manifestation, by which England shows she 
is ready to accept this glorious rSle of the elder brother of hu- 
manity. 

" This country, though it has not to fear any direct attack on its 
own liberty, still knows that its welfare and prosperity, founded as 
they are on the continued development of your genius and industry, 
cannot be entirely inilependetii of the condition ei" other nations. Toe 
people of England know that in neither social nor political respects 
can it bo indifferent whether Europe in: free or graining under Russia 
and her satellites j the people of England are conscious of their glo- 
rious position— it knows that, wbbe :i. conserves its freedom, it can- 
not giant the privilege to ii-jsso-A.iisi.rin.il despots to dispose of the 
fiito oi" Europe, but must have its weight in the balance of the des- 
tinies of Europe, or England would no more be an European Power. 
And it is this knowledge which is the source of hope and consolation 
to my oppressed country, as well as to all the fellow-nations of 
Europe, for by the principle on which your freedom continues, mid 
on which your happiness is founded, and by your generous senti- 
ments, we are assurer! that let Ihe people of J milium: once throw their 
weight into the balance of the fate of Europe, then they will never 
assist despotism, but freedom ; not injustice, but right ; not the am- 
bition of a few families, but the moral welfare and dignity of hu- 
manity. 



i by Google 



SPEECH AT SOUTHAMPTON. 239 

" Such were my expectations of tlie publie spirit of Britannia, 
which y.A'., iiy your geiicou- address, have ruiscil I') '.he !: , i"i'! uf con- 
viction by assuring me you have the belief am! hope that tlifjse prin- 
ciples for which we have struggled have a future in iny own native 
'ami. Seeing- jam i.o entertain this liofiis a ail iiolief in ahnost like a 
viciory il.-elf, because this nuimfestation cannot fait to influence in 
the most elTocliiii I nia.nner the public spirit of my nation, and fa 
double her perseverance anil my own in her cause. Ami, hesddes 
the prophecy of freedom is almost realized, for when the people 
foretell it, you have the self- confident power lo make genii your own 
words. 

" I hope the Almighty will gr.i nt, before I leave this country and 
cross the ocean, arid go to tiie vomit! 1 giant, the y.-j anger brother of 
your mighty race, and thank him for the generous protection be- 
stowed on me, and entreat his brotherly hand for the future of 
Europe and of my own country, that I shali see established in 
full activity and spread over these glorious isles, some of those 
mighty associations by which you carry the triumph of every 
great reform and of every groat principle in your coiiin1.il alien. 
I hope to see some of those asaocialions lending i(s attention \o 
the solidarity of the independence of Hungary, with the hope that 
the peace of Europe and the future of these glorious isles will 
take for its aim to give a practical direction to the sympathy of the 
people for my poor down-trodden country— that the people of 
England will look upon my unhappy land, and that they will 
reduce to a ruling principle that sentiment of the public spirit of 
Britannia which evidently shows itself to he ready to accept the 
solidarity of the destiny of mankind, and especially of tiie liberty of 
Europe itself. 
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I considered my own simple duty to do, while 1 am sorry my 
modest faculties could not equal my devotion to my native land; 
still I take this expression as an encouragement to go on in 
that way which I took tor the aim of my life, and which I hope 
the blessing of the Almighty and the sympathy of the people 
of England, and of all generous hearts over the world, may help 
to carry to a happy issue. Let me, in pronouncing a most sin- 
cere wish for the happiness, greatness and freedom of these glori- 
ous isles— let me repeat what I take to be a most glorious sight 
to see— your gracious Queen representing on the throne the 
principle of liberty, and let me hope the acknowledgment of this 
principle will not only have a future in Europe, but that the 
time draws near when we shall have to applaud the success 
of those endeavors which now live in your generous sympathy, 
even in adversity and misfortune. But it is a much greater merit 
to acknowledge a principle in adversity than to pay a tribute to ita 

" Excuse me that my words cannot flow more freely ; my tongue 
has been devoted to my own native land. I have not had time 
to secure to myself a greater knowledge of the western civiliza- 
tion of Europe, but my life has been devoted to admiration of 
England ; never was there a man who appreciated better your in- 
stitutions than myself, and you never will meet a man more faith- 
fully attached to you, and who has a warmer sentiment of thanks 
and gratitude towards you, and towards your glorious land of 

He was then presented with a splendid silk ban- 
ner, wrought by Hungarians in New York, and trans- 
mitted to England, to be sent forward to the field of 
battle. It was detained in a Custom House for non- 
payment of duty, until the plains of Hungary were 
overswept by the hordes of modern Northmen. Koa- 
suth received the national flag with great feeling, and 
said: "I receive it, gentlemen, aa a moat valuable 
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trust entrusted to the people of Hungary ; and I swear 
to you — whatever may be my fate — cowardice or am- 
bition shall never tarnish this flag." 

Oct. 23, the Mayor gave him a magnificent banquet 
at his cottage near Winchester. On that occasion he 
made his great exposition of the Hungarian Revolu- 
tion, in a logical, clear, and fervidly eloquent speech, 
which was frequently interrupted by the cheers of a 
select audience, thrilled too intensely for the calmness 
of an ordinary debate. 

This festive occasion was followed with a banquet 
given by the people of Southampton, Oct. 27. Kos- 
suth's reception there was no less enthusiastic and 
brilliant than the more limited display at Winches- 
ter. His address enchained the auditory; its only 
interludes were the waves of emotion that found ut- 
terance in the universal language of applause. In 
London, the welcome was equally warm and flatter- 
ing. Before his appearance in public, Nelson's Mon- 
ument up to the fluted shaft, the iron balustrade of 
Northumberland-house, and Trafalgar Square were 
black with people ; and above all, hats were waving 
and arms swaying, while the air resounded with the 
countless voices of the expectant throng. 

The Hungarian tri-color floated from the dwellings, 
and every avenue was the pathway of a triumphal 
procession. It was like the coronation day of Kings. 
The great metropolis of Europe was thoroughly alive 
with excitement, and its millions seemed on the 
march. When the officials, with Lord Dudley Stu- 
art, followed by Kossuth, emerged from the residence 
16 
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of the exile, a general burst of enthusiasm hailed him 
"Long live Kossuth!" " Down with Austria !" salu 
ted his ear with stirring emphasis. The Magyar 
perhaps never presented a more commanding appear- 
ance. He wore a blue braided uniform, and a green 
hat and feather, which he lifted with perfect compo- 
sure and dignity of manner, in response to the shouts 
of welcome. The cortege progressed slowly on ac> 
count of the pressure of the people, who at different 
points completely blocked the highway. 

At Piccadilly, Charing- cross, the Strand and Tem- 
ple-bar, the procession, which was hours in passing, 
was increased by thousands. The open windows 
displayed groups of beautiful women, and the demon- 
stration of feeling on every hand, was unbounded. 
At length the carriage of Kossuth drew up before 
Guildhall, and a shout arose from the multitude, which 
was caught up by the concourse within the ample and 
crowded edifice. The object of all this pageantry 
only was tranquil ; and his pale face, luminous with 
intellect, added to the interest his presence awakened. 
When he entered amid the tempest of applause, every 
person in the spacious court, arose and stood till he 
reached the platform ; and when silence was ob- 
tained, he addressed with undiminished lire the cap- 
tivated throng* 

Kossuth's grandest oratorical display in England, 
was doubtless his speech at Birmingham, Nov. 12th. 



* Appendix. 
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An immense concourse had assembled in the Musical 
Hall to welcome the Hungarian Leader, and sit down 
with him to a su nipt no us and splendid banquet. A 
member of Parliament gave the health of Kossuth, 
as a toast. Soon as stillness could be obtained, the 
nation's guest replied in a strain of eloquence, rarely 
if ever equalled. Scorching sarcasm, and plaintive 
pathos were expressed in finished style, and with 
burning power. The people were at times affected to 
tears, and when he resumed his seat, were ready to 
shout as did the admirers of the Soman Prince—" It 
is the voice of a God I"* 

Kossuth visited Manchester and delivered there 
another speech of great power. f Notwithstanding he 
had been malignantly assaulted by a popular Daily 
paper, he was everywhere treated with respect and 
homage accorded to no foreigner before, at least in the 
modern history of England. Upon the announcement 
of his intended departure for America on the 20th of 
November, the Mayor and Council of Southampton 
passed the following resolution:— 

" The members of this committee cannot refrain from herebj 
recording their admiration of those patriotic and strictly consti 
UUionai sentiments which he has everywhere and on all occa- 
sions enunciated to the people of this country, and of those 
prompt and unqualified denials which he has given to the un- 
founded calumnies of the abettors of despotism and tyranny, 
whether resident of this or other countries, as well as the sur- 
passing- eloquence- and irresistible truthfulness with which he 

* See Appendix. ■(■ ibid. 
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has plnced before the JSriiLsh public tiie countless wrongs and 
the criiBljiii> oppressions of" his ;j-'-1o\ l:lL C(ti:n;i_v. a:id the diimis 
which it has on the sympathy, moral and energetic influence of 
all lovers of freedom throughout the world. Most, gratifying lias 
it been to this Council to have observed from day to day since 
the arrival of thai, groat and distinguished man in our port, silica 
the 23d of October lust, that the admiration of hi.-s public eood and 
private worth, and of his vast sacrifices for those great and undying- 
principles of liberty which he ao ably and so worthily re presented, 
first publicly expressed P> the .Mayor and Corporation of Mrjmhnnip- 
ton, have been over v where most enthusiastic;! liv re-eeiioed by the 
millions of :he J'mi:-,h people. 

" For the purpose of furtlier expressing our most profound and 
increased admiration of so illustrious, high-minded, and gifted an 
asserter of the rights of human freedom, and our deepest sym- 
pathy with the people of whom he is so distinguished an orna- 
ment: and after having ea.rcfuliy rend and considered the state, 
ments of his traducers, and the manly replications with which 
they have been instantly met, this Council resolves to invite Ins 
Excellency to a d"Jeuru,r, on Thursday next, previously to fns de- 
parture on his great mission to the United States of America, 
hoping and believing that his visit to England of the Old world, 
and to the United States of the New, will greatly tend, sooner or 
later, more closely to unite the two great sections of the Anglo- 
Saxon race, in the vindication and maintenance of human rights 
and freedom ; and trusting that, by the blessing of Providence, 
he will, ere long, he restored to his country and home, and there 
realize, in the emancipation of his beloved nation, the most ar- 
dent wishes of his noble and generous soul, and the complete 
and enduring consummation of his transcendent exertions and 

After a rough voyage across the Atlantic, during 
which Kossuth suffered from prostrating illness, the 
Humboldt reached Staten Island at 1 o'clock in the 
morning of December 5th. Signal guna had an 
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flounced her approach, and a deputation were wait- 
ing to board the vessel, and receive the distinguished 
stranger. After the firing of salutes, and the usual 
greetings, Dr. Doane, at whose mansion on the Island, 
Kossuth and his suite were to remain until prepara- 
tions were made to give him an appropriate welcome 
in New York, made a brief and beautiful address. 
Kossuth replied : — 

"I cordially thank you for the generous aentiments, and for the 
kind words in which they have boen conveyed. I trust vou and 
the people of the United States of America will yet see Hunga- 
ry free. I am glad to hear that such nil interest was taken liere 
in the struggles of my people, and she will yet be as free as she 
deserves to be. You offer me a free and generous welcome, and 
I am proud to meet you and to thank you that I am at liberty 
by the generosity of the United States. I know that every man 
who longs for freedom in Europe, as well as in this nation, has a 
kind feeling for Hungary. I am thankful for the generous ac- 
tion taken for my liberation by America, which you say is an 
infant country, but I say no! She is a giant, and though she 
has only been a short time in her growth, some seventy-five 
years, she has done more than other nations who have been one 
thousand years in existence, and as the power of steam has 
blotted the word distance from the dictionary, with regard to 
crossing the Atlantic, I hope and trust that American generosity 
and American sympathy will not see the day far distant, when 
the word shall be given to all Europe, which shall make it free, 
and give it perfect liberty. I give you my hand, and I hope you 
will not be disappointed in mo. if I am a straight-forward man, 
and have been true to those principles which you in the United 
Status revere, and though my country is not so oreat as yours 
nor are my people so happy and free as you are, still I hope we 
shall meet with your favor and your sympathy in the cause of our 
nation." 
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In a few momenta more, he touched American soi!. 
A carriage was waiting to convey him to his spacious 
apartments, from which wis presented a glorious view 
of the Bay, Kivera, and City of New York. 

The next day, Staten Island was a scene of re- 
joicing. Deputations called on the Magyar, ladies 
were presented, and a magnificent process km formed. 
He was escorted to a large pavilion erected expressly 
for his appearance before the enthusiastic islanders, 
who poured into the hroad circle, as if the spirit of 
Washington, by some metempsychosis, had reappeared 
in foreign guise. 

Saturday, December 6th, was selected by the au- 
thorities of New York to celebrate Kossuth's arrival, 
and make a grand demonstration of American sym- 
pathy and homage. The morning was cloudless and 
serene, the air bracing, and gladness visible in the 
faces of the moving thousands. At 9 o'clock the 
steamer Vanderbilt, decorated with the flags of the 
United States and Hungary, touched the wharf at 
Castle Garden to receive the city officials and gentle- 
men in company, who were to invite the Exile 
across the Bay. The waters sparkled in the golden 
light, and like a mighty mirror, reflected the signals 
of jubilee that began to multiply on its tranquil 
bosom. The vessel was soon floating before the resi- 
dence of the Governor, and after the preliminaries of 
salutation and embarkation were over, a general 
shout rose from the spectators, who recognized the 
object of their applause by his Hungarian dress. The 
Band then played spiritedly "Hail to the Chief;"— 
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and under the roar of cannon, the Vanderbilt moved 
off toward the New York shore. While passing 
Governor's Island, a salute of 31 guns was fired, and 
the thunder of the artillery answered by the ship. At 
New Jersey, 120 guns echoed along the bay, whose 
rim was excited people. Passing the Navy Yard, the 
North Carolina and Ohio played Yankee Doodle, 
then fired salutes ; while aloft on the masts and yards 
of vessels, the marines and seamen were waving 
their tarpaulins and shouting to the top of their 
voices. * 

Thus arnid incessant displays of congratulation, 
the Vanderbilt sweeping round by Jersey City re- 
turned to Castle Garden. The Battery never before 
offered a sight so glorious A hwmlred t/iousaiid per- 
sons were there, over and amid whom banners waved 
from every angle, while the cheers of that host made 
the smiling heavens ring. Upon the Magyar's en- 
trance into the ample structure, another tumultuous 
shouting rose, and reverberated, until the roof seemed 
to tremble above the tide of sound that ebbed, only to 
swell with redoubled power. After partial silence 
was gained, Kossuth pronounced his eloquent address 
to the Eepubliean masses of the New World. 

" 1 am yet half sick, gentlemen ; ioseed and twisted about by a 
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the freedom of my people is downtrodden. Young Giant of Free 
America, do not toll me that thy shores are an" asylum to the 
oppressed, and a homo to the homeless exile. An asylum it is, 
but all the blessings of your glorious country, can they drown 
into oblivion the longing of the heart, and the fond desires for 
oar native land? My beloved native land! thy very sufferings 
make thee but dearer to my heart; ihy bleeding image dwells 
with me when I wafc, as it rests with me in the short moments 
of my restless sleep. It has accompanied me over the waves. Is 
will accompany me when I go back to fight over again the battle 
of thy freedom once more. I have no idea but thee; I have n* 
feeling but thee. Even here, with this prodigious view of great' 
ness, freedom and happiness, which spreads before my aston. 
ished eyes, my thoughts are wandering toward home ; and when 3 
look over these thousands of thousands before me, the happy in- 
heritance of yonder freedom for which your fathers fought and 
bled,— and when I turn to you, citizens, to bow before (he ma> 
esty of the United States, and to thank the people of New York 
for their generous share in my liberation, and for the unparal- 
leled honor of this reception, I see, out of the very midst of this 
great assemblage, rise the bleeding image of Hungary, looking to 
you with anxiety whether there be in the lustre of your eyes a 
ray of hope for her; whether there be in the thunder of your 
hurrahs a trumpet-call of resurrection. If there were no such 
ray of hope in your eyes, and no such trumpet-call in your 
cheers, then woe to Europe's oppressed nations. They will stand 
alone in the hour of need. Less fortunate than you were, they 
will meet no brother's, hand to help them in tiie approaching gi- 
ant struggle against the leagued despots of the world ; and'woc 
also to me. I will feci no joy even here, and the days of my 
stay here will turn out to he lost to my fatherland— lost at the 
"ery time when every moment is teeming in the decision of Eu- 
rope's destiny. Citizens, much as I am wanting some hours of 
met, much as I have need to become familiar with the ground I 
•vill have to stand upon before I enter on business matters pub- 
licly, I took it for a duty of honor, not to let escape even this 
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first moment of your generous welcome, without stating plainly 
and openly to yon what sort of a man I am, and what are the 
expectations and the hopes — what are the motives which brought 
me now to your glorious shores. Gentlemen, I have to thank 
the people, Congress and Government of the United .States, for 
my liberation from captivity. Human (ongue has no words to 
express the bliss which I felt when I— the down-trodden Hun- 
gary's wandering chief— saw the glorious flag of the stripes and 
stars fluttering over my head — when I first bowed before it with 
deep respect — when I saw around me the gallant ■ o dicers ami (he 
crew of the Mississippi frigate— the most of them the worthiest 
representatives of (rue American principles, American greatness, 
American generosity — and to think that it was not a mere chance 
which cast the star-spangled banner around me, but that it was 
your protecting will— to know that the United States of Amer- 
ica, conscious of their glorious calling as well as of their power, 
declared by this unparalleled act to be resolved to become the 
protectors of human rights — to see a powerful vessel of Amer- 
ica, coming to far Asia, to break the chains by which the might- 
iest despots of Europe lettered the activity of an exiled Magyar, 
whose very name disturbed the proud security of their sleep- 
to feel restored by such a protection, and in such a way, to free- 
dom, and liy freedom to a.etiyitv, you may be well aware of what 
I have felt, and still feel, at the remembrance of this proud mo- 
ment of my life. Others spoke— you acted ; and I was free J 
You acted ; and at this act of yours, tyrants trembled ; humanity 
shouted out with joy; the down-trodden people of Magyars— 
the down-trodden, but not broken, raised his head with resolu- 
tion and with hope, and the brilliancy of your stars was greeted 
by Europe's oppressed nations as the morning-star of rising lib- 

" Now, gentlemen, you must be aware how boundless the grat- 
itude must be which I feel for you. You have restored me to 
life — because, restored to activity; and should my life, by the 
blessings of the Almighty, still prove useful to my fatherland and 
to humanity — it will be your merit — it will he your work. May 
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you and your glorious country be blessed for it. Eur 
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of hope. It is hence that even those nations which most desire 
my presence in Europe now, hive unanimously told me, 'Hasten 
on, Listen on, to the great, free, rich, and powerful people of the 
United States, and bring over ils brotherly aid to the cause of 
your country, so intimately connected with European liberty;' 
and here I stand to plead the cause of the solidarity of human 
tights before the great Republic of the United States. Humble- 
as I am, God, the Almighty, has selected me to represent the 
cause of Humanity before you. My warrant to this capacity is 
written in the sympathy and confidence of all who are oppressed, 
and of all who, as your elder brother, the people of Britain, sym- 
pathise wiiii the oppressed— my warrant to this capacity is 
written in the hopes and expectations you have entitled the 
world to entertain, by liberating me out of my prison, and by re- 
storing me to activity. But it has pleased the Almighty to make 
out of my humble self yet another opportunity for a rhino; which 
may prove a happy turning-point in the destinies of the world. I 
bring you a brotherly greeting from the people of Great Britain. 
i. speak not in an official diaracler, imparted by diplomacy, whew 
secrecy is the curse of the world, but am the harbinger of the 
public spirit of tii" people, which has the right to impart a, direc- 
tion to Its government, and which I witnessed, pronouncing itself 
in the most decided manner, openly— that the people of England, 
united to you with enlightened brotherly love, as it is united in 
blood— conscious of your strength as it is conscious of its own, has 
forever abandoned every sentiment of irritation and rivalry, and de- 
sires the brotherly alliance of the United States to secure to every 
nation the sovereign right to dispose of itself, and to protect the 
sovereign right of nations, against the encroaching arrogance of 
despots, and leagued to you against the league of despots, to stand 
together with you, godfather to the approaching baptismof European 
liberty. 

" Now, gentlemen, I have stated my position. I am a straightfor- 
ward man. I am a republican. I have avowed it openly in the mon- 
archical but free England ; and am happyto state that I have nothing 
lost by this avoival there. I hope I will not lose here, in republican 
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America, by that frankness, which must be one of the chief qualities 
of every republican. So I lies leave, frankly and openly, Io state the 
following points: 

"First, that I take it to be the duty of honor and principles not to 
meddle with whatever party question of your own domestic «i- 
fairs. I claim for my country Hie right to dispose of itself; so I 
am resolved, and must be resolved, Io respect the same principle 
here and everywhere. May others delight in the part of knights- 
errant for theories. It is not my case. I am the man of the 
great principle of the sovereignty of every people to dispose of its 
own domes-tic concerns ; and I most solemnly deny to every for- 
eigner, as to vw.i-y foreign power, the right to oppose the sovereign 
faculty. 

" Secondly, I profess, highly and openly, my admiration for the 
glorious principle of union. 0:1 which stands the mighty pyramid of 
your greatness, and upon the hmh of « hicli you haie grown, in the 
short period of seventy-live years, to a prodigious giant, the living 
wonder of the world. I have the most warm wish that the star- 
spangled banner of tiie United .S1a1.es may forever be Heating, united 
and one, the proud ensign of the mind's divine origin; and taking 



gain your operative sympathy and your financial, material and 
political aid for my country's freedom and independence, and entreat 
the realization of those hopes which your generosity has raised in me 
and dk people's breasts, and also in she b roust of .kliirtmo's oppressed 
nations. 

" And, theTefore, thirdly, I heg leave frankly to state that my 
aim is to restore my fatherland ',0 [.he full enjoymtmi of that act of 
declaration of independence, which being *ho only rightful existing 
public law of my nation, can nothing have been lost of its rightful- 
ness by the violent invasion of foreign Russian arms, and which, 
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willing to do so, which, to be sure, your Iii«-]i-minc!ec! Guvraq- 
ment is not willing to do, to lie regulated in ils policy by all the 
Iliil-K'iriarms or all tho Frauds Josephs in [lie world. So I con- 
ii'.lciil.iy impe ih-.u the sovcrcijrn el' ibi* eoimiiT. ilio )>:■■( !ji!i->, will make 
the dvda.ndion of independence <;i ITmigary soon I'onnnily recog- 
nized, and that it will care not a hit for it if Mr. Hulsemann takes 
to-morrow his passports, bon voyage to him. But it is also my 
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agreeable duty i.o proton that I am enthely convinced thru inc. Gov- 
ernment of tiio United States shares warmly the sentiments of the 
people in thai respect. It has proved it by executing in a ready and 
dignified manner liio resolution w Congress in bohidf of my libera- 
tion. It has proved it by eaiiinjv on the Congress to consider how I 
shall be treated and received, and even this morning I was honored 
by the expre^ order of the Government, hv an oflidal ualm.e from 
the batteries of the United States, in such a manner in which, ac- 
cording to (he military ml cm, only a republic, high oi'iidal capacity 
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millions of dollars, and even the preliminary treaties of youc 
glorious peace, negotiated at Paris by your immortal Franklin. 
I hope the people of the United States, now itself in the happy 
condition to aid those who are in need of aid, as itself was once 
in need, will kindly remember these facts ; and you, citizens of 
New York, and you will yourselves become the La Fayettea of 
Hungary. La Fayette had great claims to your love and sympathy 



mbly ask, are those claims sufficient to ensure 
:lion, not to myself, but to the cause of my n 
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have the honor to represent ; and then let me have a new oppor- 
tunity to expound before you my humble requests in a practical 

"I confidently hope, Mr. Mayor, the Corporal! on arid chimis 
of the Empire City will grant me tho second opportunity. If this 
he your generous will, then let me take this for a boon of happier 
days ; and let me add, with a sigh of thanksgiving to the Almighty 
Cod, that it is your glorious country which Providence haa ^elected 
to be the pillar of freedom, as it is already the asylum to oppressed 
humanity. 

" I am told that I will have the high honor to review your pat- 
riotic militia. Oh, God! how my heart throbs at the idea to see 
this gulkut army enlisted on the side of freedom against despotism ; 
the world would he free, and you the saviours of humanity. And 
why not 1 These gallant men tako part in the mighty demonstra- 
tion of the day, proving that I was right when I said that nowa- 
days even the bayonets think. Citizens of New York, it is under 
your protection that 1 place the sacred cause of freedom and indo- 
[UMidtfilco of .1 f 1 1 1 1 m; i r y . ' ' 

The subsequent pageant, it is impossible to describe 
with fidelity. 

"Everywhere along the line of march the most 
lively enthusiasm was manifested. The waving of ban- 
ners, of handkerchiefs, hats, &c. ; the cheers and rec- 
ognitions from windows, balconies, and all standing 
places, were ample evidence of the deep sympathy of 
the people for the great Exile and his cause. 

"When the procession reached the American Mu- 
seum, the scene was in the highest degree magnifi- 
cent. Never before was its equal witnessed in this 
City. It was such a scene as New York alone in the 
New World, and but few cities in the Old, could pro- 
duce. On reaching that point, the open space of the 
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Park burst upon the view. In front was our beauti- 
ful Broadway, straight as an arrow, with thousands 
of variously colored Hags suspended from, and wreaths 
of evergreens decorating the hotels and. store- bui Id - 
ings. In the distance stood the spire of Grace Church, 
On the right, Park Row and Chatham-st. presented a 
long arcane of fine buildings, likewise decorated in a 
magnificent; style, with the stars and stripes, the Cross 
of St, George, and the Hungarian I'ag, entwined in 
harmony. On the left, was the massive Astor House, 
every window of which was filled with admirers of 
the great hero. While the eye was taking in these, 
it was arrested by the Park itself, with its thousands 
of human beings, its fine fountain, and the City Hall, 
ornamented with flags, and its portico festooned with 
drapery, ami scon through the trees. The coup d'ail 
thus presented, was grand and imposing. Kossuth 
calmly viewed the scene, but was in a moment star- 
tled by a shout of welcome from the Astor House. 
He looked up and saw every gentleman in the win- 
dows and on the porch of that hotel huzzaing and 
waving his hat in a phrenzy of enthusiasm, the ladies 
saluting him with equal fervor. Kossuth was taken 
by surprise. He gracefully bowed, not once, but 
twice, thrice, a dozen times. But the scene did not 
end here. The procession was temporarily arrested 
by the immense crowd. Again loud huzzas were ex- 
pressed for Kossuth by thirty thousand persons of all 
classes, ages, and sexes. The Hungarian exiles who 
followed immediately after Kossuth's carriage, came 
in for their share of applause ; they, too, were cheered 

los.ee by GoOgIC 



258 LIFE OF LOUIS KOSSUTH. 

frantically They returned the compliment. They 
waved tiicir Hungarian "banner in recognition. Again 
the voices were raised in honor of the great Magyar, 
and again the Magyar Hag was lowered. Again were 
shout? of applause, and the Hungarian exiles, not sat- 
isfied with lowering their flags this time, cheered as 
ioud as the rest. 

" So dense was the multitude iu Broadway, and so 
great was the pressure, that thousands upon thousands 
won: forced out of the procession into the side-streets, 
and parallel streams of human beings rushed up Nas- 
sau-st., on one side, and Greenwich on the other ; and, 
after reaching the Park, vast numbers pressed into 
Church-st., Elm, and Centre-sts., in order to get a little 
ahead, so as to obtain a. sight of the procession. For 
the entire route of the procession through Broadway 
and back through the Bowery, the people filled every 
available spot long before the procession started. All 
along the line of march, and indeed throughout the 
city generally, business was suspended, and the whole 
demonstration was one of the greatest, most important, 
and most enthusiastic ever given." 

The Sabbath was carefully regarded by Kossuth, 
the friend d religion no less than of liberty. He re- 
fused to receive deputations or visitors, and with his 
family attended St. Bartholomew's Church, accom- 
panied by the Mayor of the city. The succeeding 
days were devoted to the delegations and individuals 
from surrounding towns, and those remote from the 
metropolis. From the Exile's replies to these numer- 
ous addresses, a few extracts are taken illustrative of 
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the great qualities of his character. A hundred cler- 
gymen of the Methodist Episcopal Church, waited 
upon him with a dignified welcome, in which refer- 
ence was made to the test of his Christian faith in'I'ur- 
key. Kossuth said : 

" I take no merit for what I did. Every honest man would do 
the same— that is not worthy being mentioned. If man be not 
truly faithful to Ma God and to his religion, would he be feithfn] to 
his country ? I have always acknowledged, and will ever acknowl- 
edge, my unspeakable confidence in a God, as the richest source 
of consolation, and tho most solemn of all my hopes for the future- 
I am so entirely convinced of the justice of my cause, that it seems 
not possible but that the blessings of the Almighty God must fa\I 

" Every act of Divine Providence takes a course, which appa- 
rently cannot be understood by weak men's minds. But by-and-by 

circumstances break forth, which, even in our misfortunes, make 
us realize the Christian's trust, and shows us that God blesses 
the world. All our misfortunes are only the means to come to that, 
end which God in his divine providence ban murk ml for us. And 
now I have full confidence for my country's future. I have verv 
strong reasons to convince me of that. These reasons form the 
I'uolivos of my hope and trust, and nothing gives roe such consola- 
tion as that there is a God in heaven who is a, just and good God, 
and who will not allow a just cause to die, to become annihilated. 
It is out of the soul that I draw my force and strength, which en- 
ables me to go on in all duty and honor for my country's cause ; a 
duty sanctified by religion ; a duty prescribed by our religion to 
every member of Mankind— prescribed by the great injunction 
which is the foundation of brotherhood on earth—' Thou shalt love 
one another.' " 

A committee from Newburgh invited the Magyar 
to visit their romantic village, Washington's head- 
quarters during the Revolution. 
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He made the following beautiful rcspoi 



mankind's libariv have been produc 
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1 that we know not the hour when the trumpet of the resur- 



He was waited upon by the Industrial Congress, and 
in the course of his speech, remarked : 



■elfare of humanity uv.iy secra. (hat sl.i;l tharc is good a 
rery misfortune. A mighty benefit results from the si 
' Hungary, greater perhaps in its momentary failure t 



against the Austrian Go\ 
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On the evening of Dec. 11, the Corporation of 
New York gave Governor Kossuth the Municipal 
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Dinner, in the spacious hall of the Irving House. 
The literati and various professions were represented, 
the decorations were appropriate, and the whole 
scene honorable to the renowned Magyar, the cause 
he represents, and to the American people. Upon 
this occasion he made a most thrilling and elaborate 
speech, vindicating his appeals to the free hearts of 
this Kepublic. answering thoroughly the ungenerous 
assaults of papers and politicians upon his character 
and motives, and giving another illustration of his 
versatile and extraordinary talents." Ibis profound 
knowledge of our institutions and glorious constitu- 
tion, amazed his delighted auditory, and added new 
radiance to a star of solitary splendor. 

On the evening of the 15th, he met his brethren of 
the editorial profession, at a magnificent banquet. He 
who had been a hunted captive for his love to an un- 
shackled press, stood in modest majesty, and with a 
full heart, before the assembled journalists of New 
York; the humble editor of the Pesth Gazette, was 
the master spirit of minds whose influence is felt 
around the globe, and shapes a nation's destiny. His 
speech was greatly applauded, increasing the admi- 
ration of his exhaust less powers and fascinating elo- 
quence, t The next evening he addressed the military 
companies in Castle Garden. The spacious amphi- 
theatre was filled with soldiers in varied uniform, 
presenting with their contrasted equipage and trap- 
pings, a splendid scene. Kossuth appeared in rich, 

* See Appendix. f Ibid. 
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yet simple uniform, with a burnished sword, whose 
scabbard flashed by his side. Never before had the 
metropolis made a national display so dazzlinqly 
beautiful. We quote the passages in Kossuth's speech 



: ' Now, boys, trust in 
1.1 God ; but I don't knew 



:[„■■ to General Simdford), I ha- 
tha First Division of" the Nev 
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To be sure, Genera., it is no II a tier big compliment — it is an ac- 
km;« lodgment of a fact; and I say that in no hi atop can army 
your division would have been regarded a.A not of tin; regular 
soldiers. There are two other things which have: struck me on 
this occasion. The first is the firm character and resolute atti- 
tude of the gentlemen you command, and who aro orgaa^/ed to 
niaiulaiii social order. Secondly, the readiness of the people to 
comply with it. This I take, gentlemen, as a proof of the 
validity of free institutions. While in other countries, not ao 
happy as yours, not provided with such institutions as yours, 
obedience to every pub'ie authority is only enforced by fear — 
hero obedience in a. principle. The people feel honored in com- 
plying with their public duly, the source of which is the people 
tiiemsoivc-s. J'optiblicani^n — your Republic — pro vert to the world 
that social order U nmii firmly founded on liberty, and it is 
a free people that are the surest, guarantee of social order in a 
State, There are among the gentlemen whom 1 have the honor 
f.o address, a. regiment which had, I am told, not long ago, to 
fiiifil I ho difficult du'.y of restoring public order on a certain oc- 
casion ; anil It wa.s that very regiment, during the marching sa- 
lute which I received, that was most cheered by the people. 
Now this fact in as glorious to the regiment as it is honorable to 
the people. To-day, if I am not wrong, is the anniversary of 
the great fire in New York, winch happened ill 1835, on the 16th 
of December. Since l.iia.i lime, New York has risen more splen- 
did than it was before, and has spread on a large scale. Now, 
this gigantic development of this great city is only possible 
on the basis of social order. In the maintenance of order, pub- 
he authorities must have their merit. The support of the peo- 
ple has its own, but it is also no little glory to the military that 
social order exists. General (addressing General Knudford), I 
thank you for the o.yiluiia'ioii of tin; organization and discipline 
of ibis gallant division. Europe has many things to learn from 
America. It has to learn the value of free institutions. It has 
to learn the expansive power of freedom — it has to learn the 
practical value of self-government, as opposed to central! zatte a, 
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But one of the most important lessons yon give to Europe, is in 
the organization of the militia of the United States. You have 
the best organized army in the world, and yet you have scarcely 
a standing array at all. That is a necessary tiling for Europe 
to learn from America — that great standing armies must cease. 
But they can only cease when the nations are free, because great 
standing armies are not national institutions — they are the in- 
struments of despotism, and the ambition of tyrants. The very 
existence of tyranny imposes on Europe great standing armies, 
When the nations once hcome free, they will not want them, 
because they will not war with each other. Freedom will be- 
come a friendly link among nations. But as far as they will 
want them, your example shows that the popular institution oi 
the militia, like yours, is the most powerful and the most mighty 
means of national defence. Thirty-seven years ago, a great battle 
was fought at New Orleans; that showed what a defence your 
country has in its militia. Nay, more, your history proves that 
this institution ulibviis tiie moat powerful means of olYensive war, 
should war become indispensable. 1 am aware, gentlemen, 
that your war with Mexico was chiefly carried on by volun- 
teers. In Hungary, my bravo companions here have some clasm to 
renown for bravery, but it is my duty to confers that those 
Who fought in that war have a high claim to brilliant bravery. 
Often they had to fight one against four. A handful of men 
at such a distance, in a foreign land, having a gallant foe to 
contend with (because it was among a warlike population), and so 
victorious! That war, gentlemen, h.:ii] those victories are a re- 
markable page in the military history of mankind. I know, gen- 
tlemen, what a distinguished part the volunteers of New York 
took in that war. I know that seven regiments were offered, 
but only two accepted. I know what a glorious part they took 
at Vera Cruz, Cerro Gordo, Contreras, and Molino del Rey. I 
know how they were distinguished at Cherebusco, at Chapulte- 
pec, and how they partook of the immense glory of entering— a 
gallant handful of men— the metropolis of Mexico. And who 
were these volunteers 1 Who were those from Now York city 
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«i(! of other regiments ? They were of your militia, the source 
of that military spirit which is the glory of your country, and 
its safety when needed in time of war or social disorder. I learned 
all this from the United States, and it was my firm intention 
to carry out this militia organization in Hungary. My idea 
was, and still is, to do so, and I will endeavor, with the help 
of God, to carry it out. My idea is, there are duties towards one' 
native land, common to every citizen, and pablic instruction 
and education must have such a direction as l» enable every citi- 
zen to perform his duties to his native land. One of these duties 
is to defend it in time of danger, to take up arms for its free- 
dom and independence and security. My idea is to lay such 
a foundation for public instruction in the schools, that every boy 
in Hungary shall be edin'iucir! hi military skill, so as to prepare 
him for the duty of defending his native land. It is not my in- 
tention to have separate schools for teaching military science ; 
not at all. My opinion is that every boy uusst be taught to know 
as much as is necessary for the defence of his native land, and 
those who feel inclined to adopt the profession of urnis, might 
he established in higher public schools and universities, so as to 
complete their education, as is the case in the professions of 
the bar, and physic, and tho pulpit. But I would have no dis- 
tinction among the citizens. To defend our country is a com- 
mon duty, and every one must know how to perform it. Taking 
the basis of your organization as an example for Hungary, Hun- 
gary would have at least one million of men ready to defend 
it against the oppression of any power whatever. That the mi- 
litia of Hungary, thus developed, would be the most solid guar- 
dian of my country's freedom and independence, we have shown 
in our post struggles. The glorious deeds which the unnamed 
demi-gods of the people achieved, proves what with previous prep- 
arations, they could do in defence of their native land. Often 
they have gone into battle without knowing how to fire or cock 
a musket ; but they took batteries by their bayonets, and they 
achieved glorious deeds like those that are classed among the 
deeds of immortality. We have not either wish or inclination 
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for conquest. We are content with our native land, if it be in 
dependent and free. To the maintenance of that independence 
and freedom, we have established by law, the institution of the 
National Guard. Tt ia like your militia, and I like to say often 
to my people, that I consider the organization to bo like a porcu- 
pine, which goes on quietly, but when attacked or when dan- 
ger approaches, stretches forth its thorns. May God Almighty 
grant that I may soon see developed in my native land, the great 
institution of a National Guard to that extent that the power of 
Hungary may become the indispensable basis of the freedom of 
Europe. 



"I thank yon for your gcneraii-i syrcipnthy, and for the recep- 
tion and welcome of my companions, the devoted sons of Hun- 
gary, who were ready to sacrifice life and fortune to the indepen- 
dence of their native land. There are several among them who 
were already soldiers before our struggle, and they employed 
their military skill in the service of their country. But there were 
others who were not soldiers, and whose patriotism only led 
them to embrace the cause of their native land, and they proved 
to be brave and efficient supporters of the freedom for which 
they fought. Thanking you for the sympathy you have expressed 
for them, I promise you, gentlemen, that they will prove them- 
selves worthy of it. I will point out to them the most dangerous 
places, and I know they will acquit themselves honorably and 
braveiy. As to myself, I have here a sword on my side given to 
me" by an American citizen. This (drawing the sword), being 
a gift from a citizen of the United States, I take it as a token 
of "encouragement to go on in that way by which, with the bless- 
ing of Almighty God, I shall be enabled yet to see again my father- 
land independent and free. I swear here before you (raising the 
sword to heaven), that this American sword in my hand, shall 
be always faithful in the cause of freedom— that it shall be ever 
foremost in the battle, and that it shall never be polluted by ambition 
or cowardice." 
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The excitement which followed this oath, uttered 
with startling solemnity, was surpassingly sublimo. 
The 5,000 military rose simultaneously, waving their 
plumed hatflj while the ornaments of gold and silver 
reflected the blaze of myriad lamps, and the volumes 
of repeated cheers, like surges breaking upon trem 
bling cliffs, shook the old castle to its base. 

His next public address was given in the Plymouth 
Church, at Brooklyn. Tickets of admission in aid of 
Hungary were issued, and the ample edifice was full. 
He commenced his vindication of religious liberty, 
with a serious dignity befitting the sanctuary of the 
Most- High, associated with the memory of those im- 
mortal founders of our Republic, the first to secure 
perfect liberty of Divine worship to the people. The 
portion of his address bearing upon freedom of con- 
science, he introduced with an unaffected acknowledg- 
ment of his dependence on the"Eather of Lights,"' 
apparent in all his public acts: — ■ 

"A few minutes after I took my seat I was entirely unpre 
pared to address you in such a manner as would content you 
[was told that I might rely on inspiration; but inspiration cornea 
only from above. It is not in the power of man to be inspired- 
man has no power but to he honest— everything else is the 
gift of Heaven. I, therefore, do not know whether inspiration 
will do at this moment or not ; you will excuse me, therefore, for 
what I shall say. When I look around me, two considerations 
force themselves on my mind. The first is, that I am in the 
house of Cod; ami secondly, that in this holy place. I meet an 
asnuiribliimi of" the friends of freedom, who have come to assist 
the cause of liberty in my fatherland. Therefore, two consider- 
ations force themselves on my mind— one religious and the other 
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financial— commercial. Ab to the religious, I am (tally awara 
that when I was a captive in far-off Asia, when I could not have 
had the proud dream that the heart of humanity beat with com- 
miseration in my behalf, you, inspired by the noble sentiments 
of that man whom you have chosen to take care of your religious 
interests, you raised your prayer to God for me; and now, you 
Bhow that you remember the sacred words of our Saviour, who 
said: 'Fray, and be also watchful.' You are watchful respect- 
ing the interests of humanity. In my opinion, it is religiouH in 
men to do so, because I consider the Christian religion the true 
source of the liberty of mankind in this world. The great prin- 
ciple which our Saviour taught, was that of equality before God. 
He said his kingdom was not of this world. He said it was not 
only the kingdom of salvation, but, by pronouncing his princi- 
ples, he invited men to provide for themselves an earthly inter- 
est— to ba free, and to enjoy the bounties of nature, as they are 
called, and to share the great destiny of mankind— bliss in heav- 
en. I am fully convinced of the truth that the first destiny of 
our species is to bring about new reforms in Christianity, not in 
respect to doctrines, but in respect to the great principles of 
Christianity, winch teach us to love our neighbors as we love 
ourselves, and out of private life, to prevent the interference by 
one nation with another. That would be a new development of 
Christianity, giving not only the hope of bliss to man in heaven, 
but giving him liberty here on earth. The cause of Hungary is 
strongly connected with the principles of religious liberty in the 
world. 



"It was reserved for our revolution of 1843, to show a grea 
development of the glorious circumstances of freedom ; that lb. 
principle of liberty was common to all, without respect to reli 
gion or education, throughout the whole country ; so much ei 
that when my nation reposed on my humble shoulders, the lieav; 
duty to govern the land, to show what immense faith I had it 
that principle of freedom, I nominated the first independent min 
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ister of Hungary— a Catholic Bishop— to be Ministei of Public 
Instruction— I, myself, who am a Protestant by profession and 
by conviction ; and I must say I felt justified in the choice, be- 
cause the Kiiin I selected fully justified li>c confidence which I re- 
posed in him. He showed, and I, by my choice, showed, that 
when the institutions of a country arc founded on liberty- 
equality of rights for all— that principles know only citizens in 
their capacity as such, without regard to their religious profes- 
sions—the principles of liberty by which even Catholic Bishops 
arc bound to their country, and become patriots. It is only pos- 
sible, under free institutions, that a man who is a minister of the 
Word of God according to certain forms, when called upon to 
perform civil duties, is a religious man no longer, but only a oil- 
izc.a. That is possible trader rcpubl-iiy.ii institutions alone. You 
wiii find no instance in history where a Catholic monarch would 
have employed a Protestant priest to take care of the public in- 
Gtructiou of a whole country, and you would never find a Prot- 
estant king to employ a Catholic bishop to take care of public 
instruction. But in a country where government is founded on 
liberty, there it is possible; and in this case the choice I made 
was not a had one. I never saw the vitality of liberty better il- 
lustrated than in reposing in a Catholic bishop the high inter- 
ests of public instruction, where an entire equality of rights and 
full regions liberty were established as the common right of all. 
And I must say, could the Court of Rome be sble to estimate the 
value of the principle which induced me to act as I did in Hun- 
gary, it might becomo the regenerator of Italy, and my friend 
Mazzini would not be necessary. But the Court of Rome can- 
not perceive the principle, and Mazzini becomes necessary, and 
the jmporal power of the Pope is about to fall down forcer. 
That is my conviction. The temporal power of the Pope will 
probably fall down in the next revolution, which is already felt 
in the air, and which is pointed out by the finger of God. I say 
this prophetically. I have read it in the book of Providence, and 
in the public spirit of humanity. But I must tell you why it 
was necessary in Hungary to have a minister of public instruc- 
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of 1,1 lo m;i.j»riiy of my nation — which. l:=y tiac ble^mg of Hod, and 
the generous aid of free nations, we will yet carry out— was. ami is, 
Unit the church shall not meddle with politics, suid politics shall not 
meddle with religion." 

The orator's opinion of the extreme views of the 
" Peace Society," the purity of whose aims none will 
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question, cannot fail to impress the most sensitive foe 
to the shedding of human blood: 

"But I am told there are men of peace who say, after all it is 



ing away all the 



liiiov : y, can nations be contented, and only with the contentment 
of nations, can there be peace on the earth. With me and with 
my principles there is peace — lasting pence— eoiioisd'nt peace ; with 
the tyrants of the world there is .oppression, struggles, and war." 



J2.> 
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The next evening he attended a grand banquet pre- 
pared by the Bar of New York. With the unfailing 
freshness which distinguishes his speeches, he discussed 
the mighty meaning of our Constitution, and exhibited 
a profound knowledge of our history and institutions, 
which surprised statesmen and delighted his auditory 
— and will so affect every American reader.* 

The Magyar's farewell to the city of New York, 
was spoken before the ladies, assembled in Tripler 
Hall, to behold and hear the exile, they would wel- 
come with woman's generous sympathy and cheerful 
offerings. The oration was exceedingly chaste in 
style and rich in thought j the most poetic and touch- 
ing appeal he has made to American hearts. + 

In Philadelphia he was received with pageantry in 
some respects not inferior to his first reception. Soon 
after his arrival he was waited upon by Col. Page and 
his company of State Feneibles, who presented the- 
Magyar with a magnificent Maltese cross of gold, in 
which was set a miniature of Washington bordered 
with pearls, and appended was a beautiful locket en- 
shrining some of the hair that had streamed in the 
smoke of freedom's battle. Upon accepting the price- 
less gift, Kossuth said : 

" It ia with deep emotion that I thank you for the manifesta- 
tion of your active, operative sympathy in the substantial aid 
you are pleased to bestow for the benefit of the cause of my 
down-trodden land, and the cause of so many nations connected 
With it — but, sir, it is more than thanks, it is more than grati- 

* Appendix. + I bid ' 
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tilde, it is a sort of religions piety, which I feel when I press te 
my heart this your precious giJ'i— ihe likeness and the lock of 
hair of your great Wafhlngtou — that glorious star on mankind's 
moral sky. Overpowered as I am with sentiments, and some- 
what worn down with a fever as I am, I scarcely can be able 
better to show the value I attach to this precious gift than when 
I- promise you, Sir, ami you. frenlleuion, that in the appreaeliio;.; 
new straggle in Euroj)e for freedom and independence, I will 
attach it to tho very standard which will necessarily be carried 
at my immediate side when I in person lead on the bravest of 
the brave of Hungary to .ecide the victory of freedom against 
despotism. Bo may God ess me, an I give you the assurance 
that us long as one mar. is left to stand by that standard, — as 
long as one drop of blot*, is in this heart, that standard which 
you have hallowed by the likeness and by the lock of hair of the 
venerable head of your Washington, will he proudly and loftily 
floating, a terror to despots, a hope 10 oppressed humanity, and 
an everlasting source of resolution and heroism in all who love 
liberty and are ready to fight for it. And short as the life may 
be which I have to live, I confidently hope 1 shall see the day 
[ will plant this standard, so adorned and hallowed by you, on 
the very shrine of Hungary's achieved freedom and indepen- 
dence. I thank you once more ; let me hope,— and let me say 
that this hope la not a vain one. because it is supported by your 
gallant hands and by the sympathy of (ho people of the United 
States, — that the American people will wisely consider that the 
time draws near when it must decide what course it is resolved 
to take in respect to this great event— the first blow of which 
has already once been struck, although by an impious hand, yet 
nevertheless struck to become, by the providential aid of God, 
even by its very crime, subservient to virtue and liberty. Let 
me therefore hope that the time is not far distant when I shall 
have to write you, that this likeness and this venerable lock of 
hair from the head of your great leader, has not only led on the 
heroes of Hungary in the renewed struggle for freedom and in- 
dependence, hut it has also inspired them with the spirit of its 
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genius, of its character, of its success as an army. One thing I 
swear to you, gentlemen— it will ever inspire this heart." 

He afterward addressed the masses in his usually 
eloquent strain, dwelling with intense interest upon 
the recent treachery of Louis Napoleon : 
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so there was no alternative but either to hasten this impious blow 
or to become an honest man. [Uilijfu: In hia word and oath. 

" Who would have doubled what course an ambitious Crown 
Pretender would take, placed in the alternative ? And there is 

yet an e^seirial circumstance not to bo overlooked. The .I'ciiiio- 
ror of Russia, and all bis openly avowed or secret, but equally 
obedient satellites, bates ibe word "Republic/ everywhere, but 
chiefly :i. Republic in that France wbicb, as such, once already, 
made tremble all the Kings antl Emperors of the earth. The 
Emperor of Russia and bis satellites were well aware that a. new 
and peaceful presidential election wou'd consolidate Kopub'icau- 
istri in France, and make it dangerous to their absolutism. They 
wished to overthrow it, end there was but one alternative for 
thai. purpose; either war or a coup d'etat hy their tool, Napoleon. 
A war would have been dangerous, because, agiiinsl. foreign in- 
vasion the French nation knows well how to unite ; antl the French 
Ilejjublic, attacked hy eoni.incutal despotism, would inevitably 
arouse all nations of that continent to side with France. They 
well remember ihose portentous words of Ji(;i-lm de Tbionville ' 
1 If they send us war, we will send them back liberty !' There 
was therefore no mistake about the fact that ibe Czar and bis sat- 
ellites would resort to some more easy, and to them more agree- 
able alternative, to make the hated French bleed by iis own bands 
— a fratricidal combat— and so murder the Republic hy the very 
man who was appointed k.a chief guardian. This was an easier 
part to p!;.! y lb' i.be ue-.oo^s loan a war; and n. Utile dipionn.ey was 
all I.be part they had to play. You see, therefore, gentlemen, there 
was no divinatory power wanted to foretell ibe Napoleon s(roke, 
as orally I have very ebon done, since my arrival on your happy 
shores. 

"But why have I chosen this topic for this occ : :;-iou, wbicb 
your kindness has offered me? Why have I dwelt so largely 
upon it? The motive, gentlemen, is, firstly, to siiow that there 
is nothing in the news from France of such a nature as to arrest- 
that attenlion which public opinion of the people of the United 
States has been pleased to bestow to the question: what courso 
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your country lias to adopt in its foreign policy in respect to Eu- 
ropean concerns. But that the news from France trails forming 
my prophecy of being on the very eve of a crisis in Europe into 
an aeoomplished fact, brings that question of foreign policy home 
to your immediate decision, which you cannot more postpone — 
cannot more delay : because even the very delay of it would be 
more than a delay ; it would be a positive answer given to the 
expectations of the world— an answer, which not only I, but all 
the oppressed nations of the European continent would exactly 
infers Land to be so much as to say — 'The people of the United 
States, in its private capacity, has good wishes for the freedom 
of the European continent ; but in its public capacity as a power 
on earth, it declares not to care about it if the public laws of na- 
tions are re.spected or violated by the interference of tho strong arm 
of" :i foreign power, oppressing the spirit of freedom in whatever 
country.' 

" Welt, gentlemen, may be that if it is the will of the sovereign 
people of the United States to give such an answer to the ex- 
pressions and hopes of the world, you will see a mournful tear 
in the eye of humanity, and its heart heaving with a mournful 
sigh; but the answer must be accepted of course; yon are 
mighty and powerful enough not to care about the laws of na- 
tions, the expression of my down-trodden land, and about the 
farewell of freedom on the European continent. I will not speak 
of France, nor of the unavoidable cousin; nonces of a lost opportu- 
nity to save liberty on earth, by offering fair play to our v.r.iggla 
against despotism. No— I will not even object to anything to those 
who believe that should even liberty and nature's law, and the law 
of nature's God be beaten down on the earth, that can bring no 
harm home to you, because you feel you are equal to defend your- 
self when it will become your own domestic interest to maintain 
(he laws of nature and of nature's God, in your own particular 

■ Well, let it be so, if so you please. I have in the name of op- 
pressed nations, and of down-trodden liberty, urged the people of the 
United States, not to tight our battles, but to maintain the laws of 
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natWs against foreign interference, that down- trodden liberty may 
have a fair play to fight its own battles with its own force. Yon 
answer, ' No.' I reminded the public opinion of your people that 
your own aiiitt'siii^n say you a; a nalion Lavo yirocwely the same 
interest in international law aa a privine individual has in the laws 
of his country. 

" Well, you may answer no ; you may answer, ' Let every one 
cure lor himself and God for all ;" we are not the keepers of our 
brethren in humanity. I took the libeny to remind you that in the 
hour of your nceil ynu a^ked, accepted and ro.'jf.-ivf:iI more from Eu- 
rope to help you than what I humbly ask for Europe from you. 
You have asked and received military troops and fleets to i\-M:\ <<■.■■;■ 
hattles in company with you, and received a negotiated peace by the 
intervention of France. Well may you advance upon the basis of 



declining 
in which 



1 that by declin- 
i in this policy, 
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; that you 
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the liberality ;md iialoueialeiLce of nimgnry, Italy, Germany, and 

All this you may answer if yen please. Dreadful as it is, I will 
v.mie elftho i-.':ir t::" « o r ro '. v from my eye, ami -ay to my brethren, let 
us pray, and go to tho Lord's lust supper, and then to battle and to 
deat.'i, there is no help for us but in the trust to God and our own 
good swords. I will leave you with the old Roman :iio> ibiuuli taiu- 
t'tnl — tho dying hid you farewell ! ii.nd in bidding yon this farewell, 
I will bless yon with the wannest wishes of my heart, ami pray to 
God iliii.1 lue Sum of 1'roCuon; may neve: 1 deeihie from die iiuTizon 
of your happy land. 

[Here Kossuth was affected lo tears, and the audience wera 
ileonly moved. The wno!e assembhige rose tu tliu'r foot, and joined 
in hearty cheers. The scene was a most exciting one.] 

" I will not argue more about the policy of not meddling with Eu- 
ropeau concerns. ; but, one thing, gs'iil.iomei), you must permit me to 
remark, and that is, that if the people of the United (Stairs intend 
to give such an tin fortunate answer to my humble request, as 1 
was about, iiy supposition lo say, 'lion you may well ac'io'irn lite 
decision, because you have already answerer! by not making any 
decision a; all ; hul if. Intpnily, too people of trio United Slate* lire 
willing to decide otherwise, then let me entreat you to do it, because 
soon it may he loo late. The struggle has commenced in Europe, 
the revolution has broken out ; every day of delay is a decision too 
late. 

" One thing permit me to say : When a man is swimming and 
about to reach the shore of salvation, and a robber ready to throw 
him into the watery grave, and you say, ' Look ! look! the poor 
man will indeed be drowned ! we sympathize with him, and we will 
to-morrow — after to-morrow — ill a. month — consider, should we al- 
low or not allow him to be thrown into the waves : we will ailjourn 
the question.' Your very adjournment is a decision, and to be sure 
a very negative one. Hungary— nay, the European continent; is in 
that very condition. 

i" I am on my way to Washington. If the Conoress adjourns 
itsr decision in respect to your policy pointed out to its considers 
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lion liy t!io i'rcnirSciir of u Usnled Ssnl.es — if your National Gov- 
ernment delays to aiisuer my humble request, I will understand 
it; it is n negalirei. So much is clone. History has seconded my 
humble requests, and history is recording the answer of the people, 
Congress ami Government of il:,i [jnileri Siaies. No answer a! all 
will be also recorded, ll is au answer i.oo clear to be mi-undor- 

" Sly task here is nearly (lone. It was a duty imposed upon me 
by Providence, by the confidence of nations; by the voice of the 
people Iron) Sweden down t.q Italy, and from Hungary across to 
Poriugii!, hy the e.xpecinlioiis caused on niy liberation by your gra- 
cious aid. The confidence may tail — the voice of Europe die liko 
the sound of tlie wanderer's step in the desert, and the expectation 
turn out to havo boon in vain. I am in the hands of Cod, and no 
mati'is too humble to become an instrument in the hands of Provi- 
dence, if it be God's will. So I have done what it was my duty to 
do. So much at least, nobody can lay to rny eba.rge, that I have not 
dealt fairly and openiy, or Ick any doubt as to what 1 wish, request, 

and humbly ask. 

"I am hi Philadelphia, Lite City of Brotherly Love, llie city found- 
ed bv William I.Vnn, whose li.keness I saw this day in ;l hislory of 
your city, with this motto under it, " Si vh picem -pava hdlum" 
prepare for war if l.hou will, have peace, A weighly memento :n- 
deeil, joined to the name of William Peun ; and 1 am in that city 
which is the cradle of your independence; where, in the hour of 
your need, the napenl was proclaimed lo the kws of nature and of 
nature's Cod, and the appeal for help from Europe, which was 
granted to you. I stood in ihe Independence Hall, whence the 
spirit, of freedom is whispering ei.erna.l words of history to the secret 
recesses of your hearts. ?dan may well be silent when from such -si 
place history so speaks. So my task is done : with me the pain, 
with you the decision, and, let me add with the poet, " the moral of 
the strain." 

In accordance with a resolution of Congress invit- 
ing him there, he proceeded with the same unsonght 
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triumphal progress which had attended him since he 
reached our shores, to Baltimore ; and again spoke ia 
behalf of his native land. The 30th he arrived at 
the Capital, and was welcomed to the Legislative 
Halls of the Nation, under whose flag he left the 
domain of tlte Sultan, to send again his clarion voice 
of freedom aruuud the globe! 

After a shamefully protracted debate upon the pro- 
priety of admitting beneath the dome of liberty the 
Washington of Europe, whose foot was already on 
the threshold, he was formally greeted as the nation's 
guest. The collision of opinions and the tumultuous 
discussion of such a question, are humiliating exhi- 
bitions to the exile and his comrades, of the degen- 
eracy of our legislative representation. It shows the 
people how selfishness and wrong-doing for fame and 
wealth, influence deliberations within the walls hal- 
lowed by the departed put-riots of 76. 

On the last day of the past year, Webster introduced 
Kossuth and suite to President Fillmore, at the Execu- 
tive Mansion. The interview was short, and the fol- 
lowing addresses, the only matters of interest that 
n. the occasion. Kossuth said, 



■' Enlightened by the spirit of your country's institutions, when we 

succeeded to consolidate our natural and historical Hutu's right of 
pel ('-govern meat by placing it tin the broad foundation of democratic 

"Inspired by your history when we had to fight for independence 
against annihilation by centralized absolutism : 

'• Consoled by your people's sympathy when a victim of Russian 
interference with the laws of Nature and of Nature's God : 
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"Protected in exile by the Government, of the United -States sup- 
porting the Sultan of Turkey in his noble resolution to undergo the 
very danger of war miner thii.:i leave unprotected 'ho rights ol" human- 
ity against Russo- Austrian despotism : 

" Restored by the I'uited Suites lo life because restored to freedom, 
and by freedom to activity in behalf of those duties which, by my 
nation's unanimous confidence and sovereign will, devolved upon 

"Raised in the eyes of many oppressed nations to the standing 
of a harbinger of hop?, boc.tnise th? star-sp:ojgled biniuor wan seen 
cast in protection around me. announcing to the world Ilia; there i r? 
a nation alike powerful an free, ready to protect the laws of nations, 
even in distant parts of the earth and in the person of a poor 

'■ Cheered by your people's sympathy so as freemen cheer not a 
man whatever, but a principle, 

" I now bow before you, Sir, in the proud position of your 

great nation's guest, generously welcomed by resolution of the 
Uongress of the Untied States, wit'i equal generosity approved and 
executed by your Excellency : 

"I beg leave to express my fervent thanks, in my name and in the 
name of my associates, who, after having shared my mi-fortunes, 
have now the reward to share the honor toul the benefit which the 
great Republic of Ihe United .States was pleased to bestow upon 
Hungary by bestowing it upon its freely chosen chief, wdien he be- 
e-Line a persecuted vie tin; of despotic violet] fc. 

" I beg leave to express my fervent thanks in my country's name, 
and also, woii-u, amidst the sorrows of its desolation, feels cheered 
hv your country's generosity, tnid looks wit li resolution to the im- 
pending future beeaur.e it is confident that the time draws near 
when the eternal code of the laws of nations will become a 
reality : 

" President : I stand before your Excellency a living protesta- 
tion against the violence of foreign interference oppressing the 
sovereign right of nations to regulate their own domestic con 
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"I stand before you:- I'lxc.ivleiicy a living proiestadon against cen- 
tralization oppressing ln(! Smie right of self-government. 

" May I be allowed to trike it for an augury of bolter times, that, 
in landing on tho happy shores of this glorious Republic, I landed 
in a free and a powerful country, whose honored Chief Jlagis- 
trate proclaims to the world that i.bi-i r.ounrrv cannot remain 
indifferent when the strong arm of a foreign Power is invoked to 
stifle public sentiment and repress the spirit of freedom in anv 
country. 

"I thank God that he deemed me no! unworthy to act and to 
suffer fov my fatherland. 

" I thank God that the fate of my country became so intimately 
cammed with the fate of [iberLY and independence of nations of 
Europe, as ibi'merly it was inliinaiely eonueejod v.-iih die seeurily 
of Christendom. 

"I thank Gotl that my country's iinmerii.ed woe and my personal 
sufferings became an opportunity lo seek a manifestation of tile 
spirit and principles of your Republic. 

" May God the Almighty bless yon with a long life, that you 
may long enjoy I he happiness to .see your country great, glorious 
and free, the corner-stone of inlenirdioual justice, and the column 
of freedom on [he (.■anli, as it is already an asylum to the oppressed. 

"Sir, I pledge to your country toe everlasting gratitude of 
Hungary." 

The President replied briefly to Kossuth's address, 
in substance as follows : 

" I am happy, Governor Kossoth, to welcome you to this land of 
freedom ; and it gives me pleasure to congratulate you upon your 
release from a long confinement in Turkey, and your late arrival 
here. As an individual, T sympathise deeply with you in youi 
brave simple for Ihe ieiiepeudence isiirl frceiloiu of your native hi ml. 
The American people c;in never be indifferent to sueb a contest, but 
our policy as a natior '» this respect bus been uniform, from the 
commencement of c- government; and my own views, as the 
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Uriel Executive Magistrate of this nation, are fully anil freely ex- 
pressed in my reeeni liiessige to Congress, to ivhicli yon have been 
pleased to allude. They are the same, whether speaking to Con- 
gress here or to the nations of Europe. 

" Should your country ho restored to indepenilonre and freedom, 
I should then wish you, as the greatest blessing you could enjoy, a 
3-i?ilorii.(io;i to vonr siKlive laud ; but sdmiiM that sievyr liii.ppoii, 1 can 
only repeat my welcome to you and your companion here, and jimy 
that God's blessing may rest upon you wherever your lot may be." 

The Congressional Banquet was given January 7th, 
in the ball of the National Hotel. Hon. W. King, 
President of the Senate, presided, with Kossuth and 
Speaker Boyd at his right, and Eon. Daniel "Web- 
ster on the left. The room was decorated with ban- 
ners and other appropriate devices. Among the three 
hundred gncsts, were the picket! politicians of the laud, 
from the Eeprescntative Hall to the Cabinet of the 
President Talent, wit and beauty were there; for 
several distinguished ladies graced the scene which 
followed the removal of the viands. Kossuth's erudite 
and splendid speech wc give in another place* "The 
Defender of the Constitution" listened with absorbing 
interest, and the accents of truth fell with visible effect 
on the ear of the silent assemblage. 

But life at the Capital was not attractive to Kos- 
suth, While disheartened and sad amid the chica- 
nery of the political world, he received intelligence that 
his aged mother, overborne by the calamities which 
crowded upon her declining years, had sunk to the 

* See Appendix. 
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silence and repose of the grave, leaving his sisters in 
an Austrian prison. Kossuth read the announce- 
ment with tears, and like all generous, good and gift- 
ed men, mourned in unapproachable grief for her who 
cradled him in infancy, and had to the latest hour 
borne him on her heart of prayer. But the angel of 
his spirit here was no more, while Hungary remains a 
weeper for her slaughtered and exiled children. And 
rising as often before, in the majesty of Christian faith 
and heroism, he turns to his dear fatherland, and 
values existence only as it is precious to the Magyar's 
ravaged domain. 

With a few friends, Kossuth called on Henry 
Clay, who is evidently approaching the dark transit 
to the eternal main ; like a noble bark, dismantled by 
a thousand storms, and freighted with treasures from 
all lands, drifting away from the tearful gaze of mil- 
lions who would recover and retain the glorious 
wreck. The Magyar listened solemnly to the dying 
accents of the great statesman and orator, and made 
a brief yet feeling reply. And when Kossuth rose 
to depart, the emaciated form whose pallid face was 
lit up by the radiance that cannot fade, slowly assumed 
its commanding attitude before the Exile. Then 
taking the hand of the chief within one of his own 
feverish palms, he placed the other upon the shoulder 
of the Hungarian, and invoked the blessing of Heav- 
en upon him. The tears flowed freely down hia 
cheeks, and Kossuth's bosom swelled with struggling 
emotion, while the venerable Kentuckian added, that 
every day his Life should be spared, his fervent pray- 
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ers would ascend to Almighty God for the exile's pro- 
tection and restoration to his native land. And thus 
they parted, to meet no more till both appear before 
the King of kings. 

Before we leave Governor Kossuth in his career of 
moral conquest, which, though unattended with the 
roll of the drum and gleam of weapons, is the sub- 
limest triumph of his lite, we turn again to the inspira- 
tion of pure and brilliant thoughts, falling like a 
shower of diamonds from bis lips. Addressing the 
Senate of Maryland, he alludes with impassioned 
language to the deathless names that shine in Ameri- 
tan history. 

" Me. President : The stormy current of my life has offered 
several moments whr-n tlio importance of the occasion, connected 
v.-ir.h ;w*.':d;ii;i>;i-i cl' historical hucivs;. impressi'ii ;l Jeep emotion 
upon my mind. But, perhaps, never yet in my life has the mem- 
ory of the past liinile such ». ySouiny impression upon me as here. 

"1 bow with revereuiiti! ruve before Msiory. in bowing' before 



you, Senators of Maryland, in this glo 


ions hall — the sanctuary 


of immortal deeds, hallowed by the memoi 


■ies of immortal names. 


" Before I thank the living, let me 1. 


»k to those dead whose 


immortal spirits dwell within these wa 


lis, (looking at the por- 


traits that adorn the walls,) living in 


an unimperishable life in 


the glory, freedom and happiness of yoi 


jr great united Republic 


destined, as I confidently hope, to becomi 


) the corner stone of the 


future of Humanity. 




" Yes, there they are— the glorious a 


rchitects of the Indepen 


deuce of this republic, grown up to sucl 


i a giant in such a shor 



" There is Thomas Stone ; there, your Demosthenes, Samud 
Chase ; there, Charles Carroll, of Carrollton, who designedli 
added that epithet to the significance of his name, that nobod* 
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should bi; mistaken about who was the Carroll who dared the 
noble deed, and was rewarded by Ms being tbe last of Ids illus- 
trious companions whom God Called to the heavenly paradise, 
after he had luny enjoyed the paradise of fveedem on earth; and 
hero. William I'aca — ail of litem signers of the Decianition of 
American Independence, that noblest, that happiest pane in man- 
hood's history. 

"How happy that mii.11 must, bavc boon, (pointing to the por- 
trait of Governor I'awi,) having to ireveru (his sovereign State oil 
that, happy day, wlien within these very walls was ratified the 
act which, hy the recognition of yonr very enemy, raised your 
country to the seat, of an independent nation on earth. 

" Ye spirits of the departed ! east a ray of consolation by the 
thundering voice of the nation, over thai down-l.roddon land 
wiiose oleel. chief, a wandering exile, for having dured lo imitate 
(he inspiration of your manly hearts, lays the trembling hopes 
of an oppressed continent bo 'ere the generous heart o!' your people — 
now not only an independent nation, but also a mighty, glorious 
power on earth. 

"Alas! what a difference in the success of lwe> like deeds! 
Have I not done what yo did! Yes, I have. Was the cause 
for which I did it not alike sacred and just as yours ? It was. 
Or have we not fought to sustain it with equal resolution as 
yonr brethren did? Boh! though ii be lo e'.aim a glory such as 
America has, I am hold to claim it, and say, yes, wo did. And 
yet what a difference in the result! And where this difference? 
Only out of that single circumstance, that while you in yonr 
struggle met with assistance, we in ours met not even"fair play," 
because when we fought [here was nobody on eartli lo maintain th 
laws of nature's God. 

"America was silent, and England did not stir; and while you 
wore assisted by a French King, we were forsaken hy (lie French 
ltep:h!:ic — itself new ireeiden dim n because it ins forsaken us ! 

"Well, we are not broken yet. There is hope for us. because 
there is a God in Heaven and an America on eartli ! May be 
that our nameless woes were necessary, that the glorious destiny 
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trf America be fulfilled — that after it was an asylum fcr the op- 
pressed, it became, by regenerating Europe, the pillar of mankind's 
liberty. 

"Oh, it is not a mere capricious change of fate that the exiled 
Governor of that land whose name, four years ago, was scarcely 
known on your glorious shores, and which now, (oh, .et me have 
the blessings of this faith !) is near the generous heart of Amer- 
ica — it is not a, mere chance that Hungary's exiled chief thanks 
the Senators of Maryland for the high honor of a public welcome 
in that very Hall where the first Continental Congress met, 
where your great Republic's glorious Constitution was framed, 
where the treaty of acknowledged independence was ratified, and 
where you, Senators, guard, with steady hand, the sovereign 
State rights of your own State united to thirty others, not to 
make you less free, but to make you more mighty, — to make you ft 
power on earth. 

" I believe there is the hand of God in history. You assigned 
a place in this hall of freedom to the memory of Chatham) fiji 
having been just to America by opposing the Stamp Act, which 
awoke your nation to resistance. 

"Now the people of England think as once Pitt the elder 
thought, and honor with deep reverence the memory of your 
Washington. 

" But suppose the England of Lord Chatham's time had thought 
as Chatham did ; and his burning words had moved the English 
aristocracy to be just toward the Colonies : those four men there 
(pointing to the portraits,) had not signed your country's inde- 
pendence ; Washington were perhaps a name " unknown, nnhon- 
ored and unsung," and this proud constellation of your glorious 
stars had perhaps not yet risen on mankind's sky — instead of 
being now about to become the sun of freedom. It is thus Prov- 
idence acts. 

" Let me hope, Sir, that Hungary's unmerited fate was necessa- 
ry in order that your stars should become such a sun. Sir, I 
stand perhaps upon the very spot where your Washington stood, 
a second Cincinnatus, consummating the greatest act of his lift. 
19 
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The walls which now listen to my humble words, listened once 
to the words of his republican virtue, immortal by their very 
modesty. Let me upon this sacred spot express my confident 
belief that if he stood here now, he would tell you that his proph- 
ecy is fulfilled ; that yon are mighty enough to defy any power 
on earth in a just cause, and he would tel I you that there never was 
and never will be a cause more just than the cause of Hungary, 
being, as it is, the cause of oppressed humanity. 

" Sir, 1 thank the Senate of Maryland in my country's name 
for the honor of your generous welcome. Sir, I eirtreat the Senata 
kindly to remember my down-trodden fatherland. 

" I hid you farewell, feeling heart and sool purified, and the re- 
adoption of ray desires strengthened by the very air of this ancient 
City of Providence." 

And tb.ua through the grand constellation of States, 
Kossuth moves in an orbit all his own, leaving a track 
more luminous than their glory. 

We shall suffer eclipse when he departs to resume 
a chair more honorable and resplendent than the 
throne of the Csesar's ; that of 

President of the Republic of Hungary. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

kossuth's mission — eloquence and 

Kossuth came hither to plead for Hungary. By 
the people of tho United States, it was expected that 
America would be the Exile's home. Had his personal 
safety and ease been the motives of life, he doubtless 
would have selected a quiet residence under our 
stars and stripes, and gathered around him his fam- 
ily, to enjoy the tranquillity for which he intensely 
longs. But could Washington have left Valley 
Forge, or the banks of the Delaware for repose in 
the fairest and most friendly clime of Europe? Nei- 
ther could Kossuth rest in the time of his country's 
need. With an unselfish patriotism apparent in all 
his actions, he sank himself in the cause of Hungary ; 
and both in England and the New World, frankly 
and feelingly announced his mission. When he 
stood before the masses in Castle Garden, to intro- 
duce himself to the people of a hemisphere ; he boldly 
defined his republican principles, then nobly set forth 
his errand here : 

"I beg leave, frankly and openly, to stale the following 
points: First, That I take it to be the duty of honor and prin- 

los.ec by GoOgIC 



292 LIFE OP LOUIS KOSSUTH. 

ciple not to meddle with whatever party question of your own 
domestic affairs. I claim for my country the right io (Impose of 
itself; so I am rosol veil, ami mast be resolved, to respect the some 
principle here and everywhere. Srcondl".'. I profess, highly and 
openly, my admiration for the glorious prir.cipie of union, on 
which stands l.lie iiiigiiLy pyramid of your greatness, and upon 
the basis of which you have grown, in the short period of sov- 
eniy-five your?, to a prodigious gi;mf, llio iivinjj' wonder of the 
world. I have the most warm wish that the star-spangled ban- 
ner of the United SLai.es nniy forever be floating, united and 
one, the proud ensign of mankind's divine origin. And, Thirdly, 
i beg leave, frankly to state, that my aim is to restore my fa- 
therland io llie full en'oymem. of that act of Declaration of Tiale- 
pendente, which is fully entitled to he recognized by the people of 
the United States, whose vary existence is founded upon a sim- 
ilar declaration of independence. Thus having expounded my 
aim, I beg- leave to state that I came not to your glorious shores 
to enjoy a happy rest. I came not with the intention to gather 
triumphs of personal di-"ii)i.'iion, or in be the object, of popular 
shows; but I came a humble petitioner in my country's name, 
as its freely chosen constitutional chief. I came not with the 
intention to gather triumphs of personal distinction, but to en- 
treat your generous aid ; and then it is to this aim that J will 
devo'e every moment, of my time with the more assiduity, the 
more restlessness, as every moment may bring a report 'of events 
which may call me to hasten to my pbice on the battle-field, where 
the great, and 1 hope the last battle will be fought between Liberty 
ant! Despotism. A moment marked by the finger of God to ho so 
near, that every hour of delay of your generous aid may prove fa- 
tally disastrous to oppressed humanity." 

He believes that England and America, have the 
moral power, to prevent by their united voiee, the 
ruthless march of Russia upon the Magyar plains. 
That the United States alone, should take the attitude 
of protection to .Hungary, against the intervention of 
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How far the application of "the golden 
onal Dolioy. will harmonize with the 



That it might lead to war Kossuth docs not deny. 
Upon this point he remarks, in his address to the 
Bar: 



r Washington's— an 



lions, for tte law of hj lire and of nature's God— and it will be no 

great rtuschief aftet all. 

"It will be the noblest, the greatest glory winch a nation yet 
has earned ; nobler and greater than any nation yet has earned ; 
and its greatest Benefit will be, that it will be the last war, be- 
cause it will make the laws of nations to become a reality, 
which nobody will dare violate, seeing them put under the 
safeguard of all humanity. It will be the last war, because it 
will make nations co:iii,'n!f:'l — cmit^mcd because free. And 
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what still must be forcmostly considered, yon have ; 1 ; ) i ? j f : i : j- to 
fear by that war for your own country — lor your own security 
tf it wore otherwise, I never would have pronounced tTiat wish. 
But I am ccrhi.ii i thai lliero is not :< single citizen of the United 
States, who would not agree with me that there is no plausible, 
issue of that supposed war which could aliecl, ilie security of 
your own country. I think, gentlemen, it is time to get rid of 
the horror to ' rerisw; former ophiiviis,'' as Mr. Rush says. 
I believe it is time to establish that will, and I believe the peo- 
ple of the United States are called to establish it, that policy 
must be made subservient to justice, international law, and the 
everlasting principle of right. There is an axiom in jurispru- 
dence, which I hope you will not contradict: 'Laws were a 
vain word if nobody were to execute them.' Unhappy man- 
kind ! that was the condition of thy common laws until now — 
every despot, ready 10 violate them, but no power on earth to da- 
fend them. People of the United States ! here I how before 
thee; and claim out of the bottom of my National Declara- 
tion. Raise thy young gigantic arm, and be the executive 
power of Nature and of Nature's God; which laws thou hast 
invoked when thou hast proclaimed tliy independence, Pro- 
tect tlicm ; defend liiem fuivver- — if thou hasi in go to war Tor it I 
That wili bo a holier war than ever yet was, and the Wcbsing of 
God will he with thee." 

That the Christian Chieftain is in advance of public 
opinion in the sublime .purity and comprehensive 
sweep of his views, is evident. But he baa taken bis 
position, encircled by immutable principles of right 
and justice; and calmly waits the issue, leaning upon 
the arm of the invisible God. 

He asks for money, not to cancel the expense of 
past conflicts, which amounts to $35,000,000 ; but 
to prepare for the hastening and decisive hour of 
liberty's battle. We cannot doubt the fact he af- 
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firms, that the next struggle with Austria will be 
fiery and brief. It is for this "exigence," he pur- 
poses to be ready, and is persuaded that myriads in 
every land will watch the tide of victory, when 
that death-grapple of despotism in Europe shall 
come. He dwells with an intensity of sadness upon 
the possibility that the United States will shrink 
from crossing the desolating path of Russia among 
the nations, that finds a responsive echo in every 
patriotic heart. Whether the mournful adieu he- 
imagined possible in his appeal at Philadelphia, be 
his or not, the moral influence of his mission will he 
priceless and abiding. 

He has awakened, universally, deeper reflection on 
the import of our Constitution, and upon human 
rights, than has before been known amid the fever- 
ish excitements of a young and rapidly growing 
nation. 

Whatever are his private views of the strange and 
melancholy anomaly of American slavery, he has 
carefully and justly avoided allusion to the institu- 
tions of the South. Though Kossuth deeply hates 
oppression which has pressed out the life-blood of no- 
ble ancestors, yet would he not touch a chord of this 
mighty union. He knows that the brotherhood can- 
not be dissolved. It may be severed by the fratrici- 
dal sword, and the bleeding fragments lie palpitating 
beneath the tears of patriots, and the loud scorn of 
Kings. But the Union cannot be DISSOLVED 1 And 
they are dangerous and lawless men, who talk light- 
ly of a deed, which would make the sighing masses 
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of a continent, mounurs around the grave of the 
American Kepublic, while "Devil 3 gathered to chaunt 
our funeral song." Kossuth abhors oppression, and 
•t a sacrifice of millions of dollars, on the part of the 
ability of Hungary, abolished serfdom at the be«in- 
mng of his splendid career. But he knows that with 
*nr gigantic sins, this broad Empire of States, is the 
*ope of besieged and panting Europe. That prin- 
ciple, and not violence must correct and purify the in- 
heritance of the Pilgrims, who were willing to con- 
cede, what could not be denied without the failure of 
the grand experiment of an all-embracing Union. At 
Philadelphia, he thus alluded to the dastardly at- 
tempts of citizens here, whose aims have never inter- 
sected the wide horizon of his luminous thought, to 
tarnish his name at home, and paralyze his efforts 
abroad : 

" The Committee of Arrangements received anonymous letters 
containing printed slips calumniating my personal character, and 
going even so far as to calumniate the very honor of my nation by 
elating that it is not me, but Austria, winch bad freed a population 
of nine millions in Hungary, and that I was an instrument of the 
aristocracy to keep these nine millions in bondage. Now, as to my- 
self, I have the consolation of the German Poet : 

' Those are not the worst fruits, which the wasps assail !' 
-but as for the character of our struggle and the immortal honor 
of ray nation, sanctified by the death of thousands of our pec 
pie— unnamed demigods— and by the blood of our numerous 
martyrs, that there can he found one single man amongst the 
millions of humanity, capable to lie so in tho very face of the 
living nation as to call the noon-sun, midnight-moonlight, 
dwkuesa— fire, ice ; so as to belie history— not of by-gone ages, but 
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of yesterday — slating, not thai Nero was a Marcus Aurclian, but 
that we fought for Aristocracy — and the Despotic, Arisl oe rn.tio, 
Jesuitic Aus I ri a, has fought for Democracy and liberty; to state 
that things which wore experienced by millions of my coue'.rv- 
men and witnessed by llin whole world, did not happen; though 
the whole living generation of mankind, except the two years' 
old infant, has seen, heard, anil witnessed it — to say that just 
the contrary hitp^euod — indeed, genLemon, thin is a sacrilege for 
which the bnman tongue has yet no word, but it Is also a great 
trial to. my country to see that it is s< liighly just, so poor, so 
virtuous, [.hat our suerw.l foe, our oppressor, oar hangman, can- 
rrit even try any plea of not guilty, but by stealing our merit 
:tnd hanging the mantle of our virtue upon his own impious 
shoulders. This is indeed a trial unparalleled in history; but 
let me proudly say, this trial we have merited. Having for me, 
God, Justice, History — my nation — you— the world— let me 
have some self-esteem, some humble semiment of my own moral 
dignity, and pass over .such base calumny with disgust. But 
the third incident is yet more curious if possible ; and the more 
a:;u:ui:i:iHe, because In arrest my movement:,, a r.amole.sn enemy in 
the dark, intended even to wound the honor of your own fellow- 
citizens, I received a lotto:- — again a forged one. The gentleman 
whose name the forger so abided, lias declared to me that it is a vile 
ana .-.tupiu forgery. 

" Now such a letter, and yet a forgery, indeed, is a r'ospi cable 
trick; but though it is a forgery, still there is one thing which 
forces me to some humble remarks, precisely because I know 
not whence comes the blow. I am referring to these words 

to the region of Pennsylvania, situated as she is on the borders 
of several slave hoi ding States.' T avail myself of this oppor- 
tunity to declare once more that I never did nor will do any- 
thing which, in the remotest way, could interfere with the mat- 
ter alluded to, nor with whatever other domestic question of 
your united Republic, or of a single State of it. I have de- 
clared frankly and openly several times, and on all and every 
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opportunity I have proved to be aa good as my word. I dare 
say that even the pledge of the word of honor of an honest 
man should not be considered a sufficient security in that re- 
spect. The publicly avowed basis of my humble claims, and 
tin"; unavoidable h'^ic of it, would prove to be a decisive audier- 
ity. What is the ground upon which I stand before the mighty 
tribunal of the public opinion of the United States? It is the 
sovereign right of every nation to dispose of its own domestic 
concerns. What is it, I humbly ask of the United States ? It 
is that they may j: onerously be pleased n> pnr.ect this sover- 
eign rijiht of every nation against the encroaching violence of 
Russia. It is, therefore, eminently clear, that this being my 
ground, I cannot and will not meddle with any domestic ques- 
tion whatever of this Republic. Indeed, I more and more per- 
ceive that to speak with. Hamlet, ' There are more things in heaven 
and earth than was dreamed of in niv philosophy.' But still I wil. 
iii : .:id i-pri^lr. 0:1 however slippery ground, by Mkiiijr ss-LroiJ.il- J10L 
of that legitimate fence of not meddling in your domestic cpj.es- 

It cannot, however, be doubted that Kossuth's sub- 
lime aspirations for suffering humanity everywhere, 
have kindled a more earnest prayer for the peaceful 
removal of oppression from beneath the stars and 
stripes ; a banner bearing the hue of blood, but not 
of race. He has with subduing fervor rebuked the 
demoniac spirit South and North, that would cease 
to think soberly and act wisely, for all classes, climes 
and coming years; forgetful of the fearful and glo- 
rious past, through which sounds continually in the 
nation's ear, the Farewell of Washington, who though 
less brilliant than the exile whom we delight to honor 
has never had a superior on every occasion ; and who 
can have no successor of purer fame. A fame that 
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chines on with the radiance of a Cynosure in the 
heavens across which comets blaze, and where one 
star differs from another in glory. Kossuth cannot 
stoop to party corruption and fraud, and has not 

yet fully comprehended the selfish policy of design- 
ing men, who breathe the air of freedom, and were 
educated under the hallowed influences that stream 
from the Sanetmuy of lieligion. 

. He has revived the remembrance of Puritan Chris- 
tianity, whose influence has heeu departing from our 
land. A defender of the Bible, and necessarily of 
the Sabbath, he illustrates the historical truth, that a 
Protestant Faith is indispensable to the success of a 
popular leader, and a popular government. He has 
sent abroad anew the eternal verities which have 
been thrown under the Heated wheels of progress, and 
too nearly forgotten, that in national no less than in- 
dividual life, "Morality and religion are indispensable 
supports. In vain would that man claim the tribute 
of patriotism, who should labor to subvert, these great 
pillars of human happiness, these ilnnest props of the 
duties of men and citizens." His distinct utterance of 
those evangelical sentiments, have gathered about him 
the clergy of this Republic. 

They will embalm the memory of Kossuth in their 
prayers, whatever be his future on the battle-plain of 
Kingdoms. No hero and statesman ever shed around 
his path of glory a more benign and enduring influ- 
ence. Men devoted to the affairs of commerce— mer- 
chants, traders of all kinds, bankers and brokers, find 
the lower currents in which they have been sailing, 
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crossed by a breeze of heroic feeling. The nobler ele- 
ments of human nature in them perhaps long slumber- 
ing or moving sluggishly. are quickened into fresh life. 
They gain higher aspirations ; they gain a perception 
of higher duties; they find themselves drawn by di- 
viner sympathies ; they feel unwonted satisfaction and 
joy in experiencing unwonted emotions, but emotions 
which they know are worthy of human nature ; and 
they find a higher value in their being, in nobler enda 
to be pursued. They admire the man, nay, more, 
they unconsciously bless him as the occasion of much 
good to themselves. It is a sublime and glorious 
thing for a whole people to come under the potent in- 
fluence of the thoughts and words of a great and good 
spirit. 

And so does the exile have continually the affection 
of unnumbered hearts, strangers to him, and he will 
leave us with a tearful benediction, when the bark 
that bears him away, disappears upon the infinity of 
waters; typical of his fame in time, and his immor- 
tality beyond, we hope for humanity's sake, its distant 
horizon ! 

THE ELOQUEKCB AND CHARACTER OP KOSSUTH. 

.Kossuth's personal appearance before a popular as- 
semblyis highly prepossessing. His hair lies tastefully 
above a forehead broad and prominent, his oriental fea- 
tures are distinctly marked by suffering, and his ex- 
pressive blue eye, has a fascinating light twinkling in 
its depths, that flashes forth simultaneously with the 
utterance of a sublime truth or deep emotion. Some 
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one has remarked that " Webster looks as if he knew 

all the past, Kossuth as if lie knew the present and fu- 
ture." The Magyar evidently discerns vividly pass- 
ing events, even the minutiae of what is around him, 
while seer-like, he sadly gazes into the shadows of 
coming years, whose swift events shall decide the 
destiny of his fatherland. Much has been said of his 
smile. There is always, even in his moments of ordi- 
nary tranquillity, a pleasant expression, reminding one 
of the moonlight lingering round a scarred and un- 
yielding castle; but when a sentiment of cordiality or 
hope rises to his lips, it becomes a smile of great 
sweetness and power. There is however a dignity of 
manner that repels undue familiarity. As Washing- 
ton unconsciously wore the majesty of a transeendant 
mind dwelling in the atmosphere of moral purity and 
beauty, so Kossuth has the singular greatness of con- 
secrated genius, "throned upon his brow." His ges- 
tures are graceful, and his whole bearing that of a 
man who has a pressing and solemn work to do. 

There can be but one opinion of his oratory. The 
statesmen and the masses of two continents have lis- 
tened to his eloquence with parted lips and moistened 
eye. It is not that he is cheered, and' saluted wher- 
ever he appears with tumultuous applause, which de- 
cides his power in addressing popular assemblies. He 
uses no rhetorical flourishes to arrest attention— he 
never appeals to the prejudices of classes in society. 
He offers no golden Utopia to the suffering poor, and 
makes no assaults on the rich. He is simple, grave, 
and deliberate. He often hesitates in translating from 
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Magyar into English. He stands calmly, and with 
the sublime dignity of true greatness, and Litters truth. 
And yet his auditory are thrilled ; he confounds oppo- 
nents, and warms the stoical. 

Reporters have "been too excited to proceed accu- 
rately with their notes, and a glow of mysterious de- 
light, like an atmosphere, has pervaded the ball 
through which floated his melodious tones. In Eng- 
land, men who -have heard the eloquence of parlia- 
ment for half a eentury, and could listen motionless 
to advocated whose fame is wide as the empire, while 
making juries weep, have felt their pulses leap to the 
sound of his voice. They describe his eloquence 
as "Shaksperean," "Miltonian," and "most thril- 
ling." 

" Next week," says the Editor of the Leech Mercury, 
after describing on Saturday, November 15th, some 
of the most effective passages of his speeches at Man- 
chester and Birmingham, " may enable us to recover a 
cool and wise judgment after the too inspiring appeals 
of the suffering patriot, whose voice yet rings in our 
ei.irs like a trumpet with a silver. sound." 

In his native tongue, his fiery words must fall like 
rockets, each conveying a great thought or elevated 
sentiment, with the force of unhesitating delivery, 
and undisturbed flow of ideas. "We have watched 
him with careful and near observation. And while 
something may be attributed to the oriental-romance 
and historical interest which attend the Magyar, 
there is beneath this a power unequalled by any 
departed or living orator. And it is altogether moral 
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and intellectual. The fascination of a great and 
pure soul, united with that of a starry mind, whose 
rays stream on all, is the source of his mastery. He 
holds up in a flood of illumination truths thai' lie 
in the chaos of commonest minds — and sweeps with 
gentle yet familiar hand the chords of human feel- 
ing. 

In illustration of the grandeur and simplicity with 
which he scatters " the living coals of truth," we take 
a few extracts from his speeches. Alluding to the 
demonstration of sympathy he met, he explains the 



njji'jiL ".In; ostensible approach of univo'viiL d.i.ngr;r; It is the mani- 
festation of the- instinct of self-preserviilion, mused by the instinc- 
tive Jiii'.i'ivli.-iltje of ilse fact, that the decisive struggle of tlio distiiiy 
of Europe was near, and that no peopie, no country, can remain 
unaffected by the issue of this great struggle of principles. A 
great orator has told you that the despotic governments of Eu- 
rope have become weak. So it is. The despotic governments 
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f Europe, which also, but for J.hcir revolutionary aeH. 
would L ) i ■ i j ; i J -. ■ l. and contented ! Contented ! With what ? With 
o]i(>iV"i(iii am; servitude ! France contented, with its ('(institu- 
tion c iirn: -tl into a paMjiiinade 1 tier many ei-menied. with boinjr 
turned into a fold of sheep, pent up to be shorn by some thirty 
petty tyrants ? Switzerland contented, with the threatening 
ambition ui ivicroi'icliin^ despots '! Italy contented, with tile 
Kiiiti- (it lS"ap:i'rt, in- v.i!ii the priestly yorer time nt of Rome,' the 
worst of human inventions J Austria, i!iijji'jLji-i. Croatia, Dalma- 
tio, contented with having been driven to butchery, and aftei 
having been deceived, with having been plundered, oppressed, 
ami laughed at as fools 3 Poland contented With being mur- 
dered 1 Hungary, my poor Hutigtiry, contented with iielnir 
more than murdered — buried alive 1 for it is alive ! What I 
feel is but a weak pulsation of lhat feeling which pervades the 
breasts of the people of my country. Prussia contented with 
slavery? Vienna contented? Lombardy, Pestb, .Milan, Venice, 
Brescia, Ragusa, Prague contented ? Contented with having been 
bombarded, burned, plundered, sacked, and their populations butch- 
ered ! Half of the European continent contented — with the scaf- 
fold, with the hangman, with the prison, with having no political 
rights at all ; but having to pay innumerable million* for the highly 
beneficial' purpose of being kept in it state of serfdom ! That ia 
the condition of the continent of Europe ; and is it not ridiculous 
and absurd in men to prate about individuals disturbing the peace 
and tranquillity of Europe ?" 

Perhaps there is nothing in the range of oratory, 
and no passage besides in Kossuth's numberless 
speiMih.es, so grriruily touching and beautiful, as that 
which refers to the. effect of his appeal to the Diet of 
Hungary, July 4, 1848 :— 

"Reluctant to present the neck of the realm to the deadly 
stroke which aimed at its very life, anil anxious to bear up 
agamst tne horrors of fate,, and manfully to fight the battle of 
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Says an English writer who was present: "Deep- 
ly sympathizing with him, the whole company cheer- 
ed responsive to his feelings, and every man, we be- 
lieve, if he could be questioned, would have declared 
that never in his life, neither from the pulpit nor the 
judgment-seat — neither from the bar nor from the 
hustings— neither in Parliament nor in any public. 
assembly, had he heard such thrilling words as were 
uttered bv Kossuth at Birmingham. We have heard 
him speak as well as read his speeches; we have lis- 
tened also to most of the great orators of the last thir- 
ty years ; and nothing -which we ever heard or read 
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— the most fervent from Dr. Chalmers, the most elab- 
orate from Lord Brougham, the most neat and fin- 
ished, from Lord Lyndhurst, the most pointed and 

poetical from Canning, the most rounded and impres- 
sive from the late Lord Grey, the most terse from 
Cobden, the most sparkling from W. J. Fox — ever ap- 
peared so eifectaiully impressive as the oratory of 



He honors justly and gloriously the common sol- 
diery, who are left on the ensanguined field, "uncof- 
fined, nnknelled and unknown;" the brave fellows 
who make their warm hearts the bulwark of their 
country before the cannon and bayonets of the foe. 

"Perhaps there might he some glory in Inspiring such a na- 
tion, and to such a degree. But I eiititiol accept the praise. No; 
it is not I who inspired the Hungarian people— it was the Hun- 
garian people who inspired me. Whatever I thought, and still 
thin):— whatever I felt, and still feel— is but a feeble pulsation 
of that heart which in the breast of my people beats. The glory 
of battles is ascribed to the leaders in history; theirs are the 
laurels of immortality. And yet on meeting the danger, they 
knew that, alive or dead, their name will upon the lips of the 
people forever live. How different, how much purer, is the light 
spread on the image of thousands of the people's sons, who, know- 
ing that where they fall they will lay unknown, their names un- 
honored and unsung, but who, nevertheless, animated by the love 
of freedom and lUlheriam!, went tin calmly, shining milimial an- 
thems, against the batteries, whose cross-tire vomited death and 
destruction on them, and looit them without tiring a shot — they who 
fell, falling with the shout, ' Hurrah for Hungary !' And so they 
died by thousands, the unnamed demigods ! Such is the people 
of Hungary. 

"With us, those why beheld the nameless victims of the Jove 
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of country lying on tire death-Md beneath Buda', walls, met 
b„i 'v ,™ri,ion of • .mile on the f— h> of »■ J«"°.» d 
the dying answered lio.o who would console tat by the word., 
'iLe, mind, Bud. i. on,,. Hurrah for the fatherhutd !' So 
they .poke and died. He who wltnemed ,neh scene, not ., el- 
ection hot as a constant rule, of fboumnd. of the people, 
n.mele.. ,on, • to who saw the adolescent weep when told ho 
„, yet too young to di. fo, hi, land; he who ,.w the sac- 
rifice, of .pontanoity, he who hea.d what a far, spread Over 

know, what ,ort of ..nttaent 1, hn,nlng al,ke ,n the br.a.t of 
the old and of th. ohild, of the eoxg ™ ™< ° f '|» «"*• 
, ritl „„1 e,or will b« burning on, till the hon, of rotund ,c~ 
Irection .trike, ; he who i, aware of .11 thl,, will .nrely bow 
before tin, people with re.peot, and will acknowledge, with nve, 
that ,uch a people want, not to bo in.pired, but that ,t » an ever- 
lasting source of inspiration itself." 

Kossuth is properly regarded as the impersonation 
of patriotic feeling. It was this unselfish love of 
country, this willing sacrifice upon her altar, that 
bound to him in the affection of ardent boyhood, his 
countrymen. He modestly refers to this trustful 
fondness of his nation for their chief-. "That is the 
key of the faith and truth my people have m me, 
their plain unpretending brother-a faith neither 
troubled by a deluge of calumnies nor broke by ad. 
versity. It is that my people take me still for the in- 
carnation of their wishes, their affections, and their 

°With the resources of history and literature at his 
command, and freedom the ruling passion of his soul, 
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he reaches the millions in every realm and in all the 
walks of life, with accents they cannot forget. The 
captive eagle hears " the scream of the free bird of 
sun," from his mountain home, and stirs his drooping 
plumage. And every weary, struggling spirit, how- 
ever environed and fettered, listens to the words of 
the gifted Magyar, who more vividly than human 
tongue has before conveyed, utters the everlasting 
principles of right and liberty. Therefore, in king- 
doms and republics, and before all classes, he is the 
same consistent advocate of the essential equality of 
man, and his two-fold destiny. He reads on the im- 
perishable nature of the humblest being the image 
and superscription of God, and the heirship of a limit- 
less destiny beyond the passing and visible. He is 
a deeply religious man ; and his eloquence has been 
styled among his own people, " of the Psalmist order." 
There is a prophetic fervor in his speeches at times— 
an undisguised current of devotional feeling, that lends 
a sacred magic to his oratory. 

He shows most distinctly the influence of the dis- 
cipline he has had in dungeons and in exile, and rec- 
ognizes God in it all. Stroke after stroke has been 
laid on his patient heart, and brushing the tear aside, 
he again lifts his voice for Hungary. That he failed 
in decision when it might have saved his "country is 
true ; but it was not weakness of character. His 
sensitive sympathy recoiled from inflicting pain, and 
to sign a death-warrant was impossible. Besides, he 
was slow to embrace the dreaded issue of open and 
decisive contest with the monarchy under whose 
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shadow the nation had lain so, long. He has learned 
lessons since of war and civil policy, which shall yet 
bless his fatherland. He is a good, great and brilliant 
reformer — the political Luther of Europe. 

We have contemplated the history of Hungary, and 
have grieved over her fall. We leave her bleeding 
and bound— the heel of the oppressor on her neck, 
and the iron of avenging tyranny in her heart ; but 
the star of hope shines in her firmament, and forms' a 
rainbow of promise in her tears. There is a future 
for Hungary. The shadow goes not back on the 
world's dial, and despotism must die. Its corpse shall 
soon be wrapped in the robes of royalty and laid with 
the ashes of the past. There is a glorious goal 
towards which Humanity is ceaselessly marching. 
Though disasters thicken, humanity cannot be 
shipwrecked. The bark may seem lost amid the 
billows and the storm, but the richly freighted ship, 
battles with the surges, and again proudly rides the 
foam. 

Around Hungary hover bankrupt Austria, whose 
national character and aims have been portrayed ; and 
feeble, dependent Prussia; and overshadowing both, 
with half of Europe besides, Russia, cold, mighty and 
watchful, waits the possibility of grasping the weaker 
powers that encircle her vast domain. France has 
yielded to the arrogant pretensions of " Napoleon the 
little," and is no more than " a pawn upon the politi- 
cal chess-board of Europe, moved by the iron finger 
of the Czar." Turkey's crescent pales in the auroral 
splendor of the throne of the autocrat, and sheds a 
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trembling light upon the path of freedom's exiles, to 
secure the protection of the free. The masses in all 
central Europe are murmuring in feverish unrest, and 
ready to shake the vipers of oppression from their 
hands, and take the weapons of battle. 

The hour of retribution is near. Like the break- 
ing up of a frozen polar sea, the crust of ages is heav- 
ing, and shall sink in its rending the flittering thrones 
of unrighteous authority. The subjects of "His 
Holiness," the Pope, are smiling at the forsaken 
altars, and empty pomp of lying miracles, and ripen- 
ing for another indignant violation of his sacred se- 
clusion. American progress and liberty, have bom- 
barded Europe, and the common mind is fired for ac- 
tion. There is no human might that can roll again 
the dead-sea wave of passive obedience to King and 
Priest, over the awakened millions. Despots may 
combine, and lean upon the armies that girdle them, 
but the bayonets shall jet impale the royal victims of 
popular will. 

Kossuth beholds the hastening uprising of the mass- 
es, and he expects Hungary to lead in the tumult of 
battling nations, demanding inalienable rights. The 
intelligence and protestant faith, indispensable to per- 
manent success, are more prevalent there than among 
her neighbors. Gifted men are imbued with repub 
Iican sentiments, and could guide well the ship of 
State amid the tempest and perils of revolution. Her 
Chief wanders among the wonders of the New World, 
the Washington of the Old, and shall bind them to- 
gether in the ties of brotherhood, and in the common 
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glory of free institutions, and a Christianity unfettered 
by legislation or priestly claim. The Governor of 
Hungary is rekindling at our altars, the torch of 
oppression's funeral piie. 
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ADDRESS TO THE PEOPLE OF THE U. STATES. 



Two tears ago, by God's providence, I, who would be only an 
humble cii.i/.en, held in my band 3 tiio destiny of the reigning house 
of Austria. 

Had I been ambitious, or had I believed that this treacherous 
family were so basely wicked as they afterward proved themselves 
(o bo, the tottering pillars of their throne would nave fallen at my 
command, and buried the crowned traitors beneatli their ruins, or 
would have scattered tJietn like. dual, before tiio tempest, homeless 
exiles, bearing nothing but the remembrance of their perfidy, and that 
royalty which ttiey deserved t.o iose through their own wickedness. 

I, however, did not take advantage of these favorable ei remittances, 
though the entire freedom of my dear native land wan the only wish 
of my heart. My requests were of that moderate nature which, in 
the condition of Hungary and Europe, seemed beet fitted for my 
countrymen. I asked of the King, not the complete independence 
of my beloved country — not even any new rights or privileges — but 
simply these three things : — 

1. That the inalienable rights sanctioned by a thousand years, and 
by the constitution of my fatherland, should he guaranteed by a 
national and responsible Administration. 

2. That every inhabitant of my country, without ref^rding lan- 
guage or religion, should be free and equal before the law — all 
classes having the samo privileges and protection from the law. 

3. That all the people of the Austrian empire that acknowledged 
the same person as emperor whom we Hungarians recognized as King, 
and the same laws of succession, should have restored their ancient 
constitution^ right a, of v.'hidi liiey kid been unjustly despoiled, 
modified to suit their wants and the spirit of the age. 

The first demand was not for any new grant o 



simply a fresh guarantee. In the arrangement made with our ances- 
tors, when, by their free will, they elevated the house of Hapsburg 
to the throne, a condition was made that the King should preserve 
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the independence and onnsl.itndon. of the eeuom'. TJiLs ino'opeitoe.eee' 
ni.nl lliis fainstilutiou were the eery viiuliiy of our national being. 
During three centuries twelve Kings of ibe house of .i-.l:ipr,bnrg li;i:! 
sworn in the presence of the eternal God, before ascending tlic 
throne, that they wouid preserve our ini.loponde-.ice and llie coitsiilu- 
tion; and their Uvea are Lust a. hislory of perpetual and accursorl 
perjury. Vet such comLui-L did not weahen our lloe.iie. Mo nation 
ever manifested more faithfulness to their rulers : aril, though we 
poor MiHigiiriisn.-i mede endless sacrifices, of.on ill. ihe expense of our 
national welfare— 1 1, on gb those Kings, in limes of peaoe. <\vt;\v [lid? 
sitpporr, from tts.and in times of war or danger relied unon the uncon- 
querable strength of our Jinny — though \vc ever misfed in their 
words, they deceived ns a ikousand times and made our ooEidinois 

worse. 

While other nations were able 10 apply all their energies to pro- 
mole the general welfare, and !o develop iih'ir means of huppinc-ss, 
we had lo stand on guard, like die watchmen mentioned in r'leripture, 
lor three cento lies, to prevent our I rear hero vis Kings from destroy- 
ing eirirely the fouudiit ion of our national existence — our ootislitu- 
tion and independence. 

I, as the representative of my eouolrynum, ;:sked nothing iy L orc 
than a constitutional Ministry/whose responsibility would prevent 
the King from violating Ins oath. 

'Fhe 'second deoiand was still loss, for any political right. We 
aslted for nothing more tban a reform in ibe infernal aiiioinisl.raiion 
of toe Mtaic;. a. simple act of jusuee which ibe a'-isioevuey owed !.be 
peeale : and in ibis how much the Kina 1 would have gained ! Tile 
M.rengi.h of his Throne would have been increased tenfold by thus 
winning- t.be idled ions of Ins faithful people. 

The "third demand was prompted by temiumly am! frateriie.'. fusing. 
It was the proper and bob,- mission of our natien as the oldest mem- 
ber of the empire, ata! possessing n eonsiitiiiional form of govermrieiil, 
to raise its voice in behalf of those sister n:oious under too same 
ruler, and who were united to us by so main- lies of relatini^iiip. 
Lovers of freedom, we would not ask lihorly ftir ourselves alone ; 
Wo would not. boast of privileges that, others :bo no' e:i oy.bor desii-ed 
to bo free, in fellowship wil.b free nations around us. Tins molive 
was inspired by tiie conviction flan. ;wo crowns — a coustiimiooul 
aod a. despotic, crown— could not be worn by the same head, no 
more tban two opposing dispositions can Jiisrrvmiiizu in the same 
breast, or than a man can be good and evil tu the same time. 

The King and Hoyal family granted these reip.iesl.s, appealing la 
the sanediv of their oaths as a guarantee of their f.i'.iilment ; awl 1 
— weak in myself, but sirong through ilie cooiidence ofiuy country- 
men, and Ibe noble sympathy of die AusHa;i people — p roe: aimed 
evorvwhere, amid the raging storm of revolution, thai "the house 
of Austria, should stand ; lor, by the blessing of I ho Almighty, it bail 
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begun to move in fire right direction, and would hi' just l.o iis ponijle." 
It ijlmii! ; and stood, too, at. ;- Ume when, wdiaiever uiiyht. hai'i 1 heeu 
the fate of limitary, the revoluuona.V', f.einaosl. 1111rS1.fr my <liivcl.ii.ni. 
would have blown awry ibis nniieiciied and holjdess (iViiiisly like 
diafi'beforo the winds of Heaven. 

I not only preserved the hony.eol' Austria, lsn: i^^cttiiu its hands the 
■lialoriais of ;i long and glorioii-; I'm me — ibo iouudaiion of an inde- 
structible power ietke nfi'eclioris of S^iiiJiUifH) [x-opi-i. i tendered 
thetu tiie fidelity raid a«sb.r:iuee of my own heroic l/iingaFv, which 
alone was able ir; defend ikem arjalusf rial assauks of (lie world. t 
aiibnied iheiu the glorious eiipiivuiniiy — more glorious than bin.; ever 
been prosonfed before — of esiulilisleii;.; an bni'etiot.vcb'e barrier to 
protect freedom, civilization ami jnOi'-o-.s syainsl the Cossack [lower 
which iiovv tliret'.tens Jtluro];c. To ariam ibis honor, this :;lon,\ one 
thing only was necessary — tinit they should remain faituki; to their 
oaths. Bui. wheal w;i; it that Austria was not treacherous? We 
look in vain for an much honor as is found even among robbers, in 
(lie Ha|>sburg family. 

On tin; very day luey signed the gr:;:it of 1 hose lr.oiieriite dei:m:e!-i 
of the lliingufkoi peo|ile, am! .solemnly iwovo 'before Cod and the 
nation to maintain liii'in, ihey seoreliy resolved and planned ibo most 
cruel conspiracy a.gaiust us. They determined to break their oaths, 
to desolate the kand wku iusiiiroeiion. conflagration, and blood, (iii, 
feeble and exhausted under tin! hiirdeu of a. ihousauil miseries, 1. 1" 1 its— 
yrary might be struck from the roli of living; nations. They then 
hoped, by il,e power of the bayonet., am!, if necessary, by ibo arms 
of Russia, to erect a united and cou-.ohdated empire, like ihe Russian, 
;if sixteen various nations: they lirjj.ii.nl in reah/.e iheir long-conceived 
purpose of making themselves an absolve Tower. 

Never were so many heliish arts used against 11 nation before. 
Ko; susjieoting a emmler-rcvoklinu or an attack, we wore not pre- 
pared to delotid ourselves when suddenly we were surjirised by 
danger. Tho perfidious IJajislmr^, des'itnio of all shame, and re- 
joicing in she anticijiation of an easy victory, hesitated not to disclose 
hefire the dvKizrJ. tvodii their hembh", plans — to subptgaie us by 
ibo ibrce of arms, 10 exr'.ile hairoil of race, io call in the aid of rob- 
bets, incendiaries, and reckless insurgents. 

At this crisis of groat danger, when many of our ablest men even 
ivere ready to yield themselves to this dee roe of desi.ruciion, I stood 
iint'iii! those who cu Ioii ilia nation to arms ;, am!, coiiiiiiing in a just 
/kill, we cursed the cowards who were jireparing 10 abandon iheir 
nitive land, (.11 submit to a wicked despotism, and 10 purchase a 
iiiisiua'ile BKi.vievie" iiy saiTilieing lias: v. 1 culled ike nat'on to arms 
,n self-defeiiae. 1 acted not with blind mcsumpliou, and einoi.inns 
of despair ibuuil no jiiace in my bveasl.^ior lie who despairs is not 
fit l.o guide a neo|ile. f estimated the valor and jiewerof my country 
.tod on the verge of a fearful struggle 1 iiaci tiio faith to promiso 
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victory, if Hungary would remain true to herself, and fortify her 
breast with the impulsive lire of" a st-ong will. 

To sustain the stern resolution, u. combat such an enemy, we 
were supported, first, above every'dung, ny our mistaken confidence 
in God, whose ways are ,:a-„ imdin'r. out but win; support :kn -."hi: 
and blesses the cause of an hmiesi people tightm;; lor freeooui ; 
seeonek l"tv a love of eouiu.rv ii-ii! Me holy des:re oL ,iber.y ; iv;i;di 
makefhe child agiant, and increase the strong of the valiant : .a,!, 
thirdly, bv your e^amnie. male Americans ! you : mo ri:os.- ; e naiion 
of the God of I.iber.v 1 JJ.v countrymen ■ 

ting people— in whose heart9 burne(1 the '' ll! i l!1 "-^. ,a 1l ' ,MI1 - "' 
,,atrur.i„in, wore inspired bv the influence of your subume ox-a.aiile 
J' roe citizens of America ! frti:n your hisiory, as Irona i:m ^i, "I 
hope in midniuh:. "km:-!, we d.-eav our commence and resolution in 
the donb'.ful days of severe trial. Acwpt, in i.he name 01 iny country-- 
men, this declaration as a tribute of eraiitu.:o. Ami you. e^r.auen; 
people, who were wnribv •■<> be chosen bv ine Aim-lay as an 
example to shaw the world li,.«- to deserve Ireednui, how to win it, 
an . :1 ||,,,, | use i:— vou will allow dial mo If unitarians, though 
weak-; and to- fori -mate tlian vou, ihroi.fj:! the deoayme ■ iiili.-.enee-) 
of iho old Kuropeiin society, are worthy lo bo your inn! ilo^, ami 
that you would be pleased to see l.lio star, of your glorious il;i» 
euLol;,/,,!-, ine double cross of the Hungarian coat-of-amis. Wlu-., 
despotism hurled defiance at us, and began the bloody war, vouf 
m,;,;™.- example upheaved the nation as one man, and legions, « ,th 
all the means of war, appeared to rise from nothing as the tender 
grass shoots up after spring showers. 

Though we were inferior in numbers to the enemy, and could not 
compare" willi dioir wel!-!rau,ed wires— ihou : ;h our arms were 
shelter titan tbeirs-vet. die bonne sons o!" Ihmgnry supuhou the 
want of numbers by indomitable bravery, and lengtnened their weap- 
ons by a step further in advance. _ . 
The world knows how aravelv die Hungarians fought. And it is 
not for me, who was idondiied" wuh rim war— wiro, obeying the 
n, stood faithfully ai the helm of Government— to 
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•.vislres of lur> na'ion. --ooil i:i ; ai me ncM . .<. v,^^ -— ■■- 

extol the heroic deeds of my countrymen. I may mention, however, 
that while every dav it. aeeiune ninro evident ilia' die heart of Europe 
beat to the pulsations of die J lunarian >tru;:gle, we maintained the 

,"„, al conflict alone. Cut off from the rest of the votI.I am. a,l 

menial r-.irl iili a Year rsgo, we laid the haughty viewer el i:.e 1; rant 
hnus- of llapsburg in tl.o dust ; ami had it not been for the inten- 
tional and traitorous dtsrega rd of my couuca.nls !,y one ■: t m:.r lea:-- 



ma, and I raitorous <lisr«;_ r -i m or niv co.cu.,...,.^ , 7 „,i C „. «». .—. 
ers who afterwards shamefully betvaved tue ceair.ry, nor on y v. on Id 
the Imperial family have l>een drive: i Irom y ainna, but the entire 
Austrian nation would have been bb-ramtl ; and, though by such 
treason this haae family saved thems-lves in.ai destruction, they 
were so far humbled in March, 1849, that, not knowing how to bo 
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just they implored foreign aid, and threw themselves at the feet of 
tile Czar. 

T;io Emperor hoped that the Hungarian people would be terrified 

liy "is ij;ro;.:r»iir.!JS. run; would prefe: s.av. iy m death ■ '.ii' h- -,->- 
deceived lie Hold ins own liberty Ln Russia, For aid 10 enshye Ids 
people, I he choice (;i a coward is i<> purchase a miserable, ephem- 
eral existence, even though at the cost of his honor and indepen- 

The Austrian* fought against us, not only with arms and by the 

aid "I trailers. !.„: t Hiisi .•:.;iil:,,il and unri'asin;r slander, They never 
ceased to impeach ™;r motives, lalsilv our 'conducl., and vaunt the 
prch-nued p^jce ef ,|, rJ ir own cu.e.e bot^e Lbs pidgmcm.-srat of 
public opinion. Efforts- wore constantly made i.o weaken among the 
heop.eol )J.iii,;,;--y i: :H amnnc- tee nations ef lie w, 
asiiUurce wloon sprmi; iVnm ;i righteous cause. 

Tree Klixens of North America! yon have given, in spite of these 
glanders, ike Incest svm:>;ohv ler "he oan„e of mv eoirury W» 
Ind ii" onpor.ui-.h.v i.o explain (e you out motives and conduct, and 
mime tec hbels against us. ; l ;l! t we said, and liniv trulv,,,,,; ,,-Me 
and magnanimous conduct 'bn-s it, thai such a nalinn V10-, 1 ,-w 
fr> defend a jiNi ami hoy cause, and will ;.ive us its sympathy ; and 
his conviction insure.! us wi;h mote ooiiiidenoc. Oh iht.t you had 
been a neighboring nation ; the Oh! World worn,! now he o.-,-,. ami 
WouW not have to endure airain .lu.se ;errih!e convmsin-is and rivers 
oi .ilond '.vhir'M are mevrable. liip. ihe or..! is v, i:h !.,cd. and lb- v.fi 
ouu.ise lee means 1.1 fulfil His purposes. 

Ve great and. free people, receive l.iie thanks of my country for 
your no:,].-, sympaihy, '.vhicri was a nrei.t moral sapaort in our u-yi- 
ble conflict. 

When the house of Austria sold itself to the Autocrat, we who 
were fatigued wah our hard-earned victory, Inn not subdued or ex- 
hausted, saw wii.h apprehension the speclre of Russian invasion— an 
invasion which violated the laws of nations, which was openly hos- 
tile !o iheeause ei ,- : , d. nation, ihe ri^his of num. of order, and even 
to !!iiii principle whir.,, the diplomacy of Kurope calls " 'ho balance 
01 power. ' I end!,! not believe that the Governments of Europe 
would permit this invasion; for [ believed they would intervene to 
effect a treaty oi peace, if not so mt.oh en cur account, vet to prevent 
Aiislrta ue,..,T,un.: lee vassal of Russia— to check "the growinir 
sin-ecu ;.■!■! mlleemY, of in; filler power in iho Ea^t 

We desired an honorable pe;,ce,and were willing "to submit to anv 
re^cn.i:de lenn-. We many limes lende-ed ihe eiive-hraue'i We 
iis.f.'i. too eoasiiMtional Coveiiimeuts of ruirope '.e imc-rnso Thev 
beard us not The haughty tmaethd family, forgetting that they 

were She -eal tra rs. rejected every prop.,sh:ion, with the defying 

expresston thai they « did not treat with rebels/' Av m-ce__ ibe? 
threw our ambassadors into prison ; and one of them, the noblest of 
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Hungary's sons, they cowardly and impiously murdered. Still we 
hesitated to tear asvaiilor forever the ij.indw that united us. _ Ten 
muu'iis we fougiil, and fou-ht vicLorionsly in lielenee ; and it ™ 
only when even- nuempi. le. Mini,' abar, a:i henooke |>e:i cc_ biuea ; 
When Francis Joseph, who whs never our Km.:, d:;v<'.!, 1:1 In, mam- 
jbsio of the 4l.h of M:i:r.h, 18-59, 10 utter the curse " that I (miliary 
!i!i,,nl.-i ovist ;h> :oii;;fr;'' wlion there was 110 hone oi ar:r-ing mo 
Russian invasion bv ihnhmucy ; when wo shy that we iuiim.. l.jsht 
to -;iv ; ! ourselves from bciui: srnick elf liio ear;!i as a r.n-.icn^ wuen 
the house of Ausl-in, by its ■rdios lias of injustice and ori,e.i:y, ami 
bv calling in the aid of a foreign power, had ejauigiushcil 111 the 
heart of the Hungarian people every sp;^k ot akbcUou-meii, ar.d 
then only, after so much pat.ienee, the naiion res,:lve,. n> eo; : are .is 
absolute independence. Then spoke the National Assembly mo 
words which had long been uiLered by every pati-ieue 'engue- - 
" Francis Joseph, thou beardless yw* W-ro i thou barest to say 
Hungary shall exist no more ! We, lire peopio answer we do and 
will exist ■ but you and your treachero-is imase -uall si.:;uili:0 luni^r ! 
Voii shall' no more be Kings of Hungary ! Be forever banished, ye 
perfidious imiiors to ilie nation 1" 

We were not. on.y reaily to acce-i: i^iv lei-ns mat were a:-.?i:-.."ao!o, 
but we carefully abstained fr..un dr'jiiiir unvihinp; which weuid Hve 
Ihe Czar a pretence, which he had long sought, to meddle with oui 

11 The Hungarian nation loved freedom as the best gift of God, but 

ir. nc-ViT l1i.jiu.-1h efeon-iii.:iie.:r,L'aevuH:ieoih;-:i:ii-i Kn^s :n me name 
of liberty, in Iiun-uvy mere were n^.ie of these propagandist 
Wli) aW'u, so nuieh the rulers of the Old W-,1. .there v,ere no 
secret societies -if. -a-." <:cjnspir:i.c-h--i. My countrymen were not in - 
Buenced by the theories of Comeiucisls or S,:ci:l lists, u--.r —re 1.ti--y 
What the Conservatives call aiia-cnisls. The uahon iles.rei. josiieo, 
and knew how to be just io all, irrespective of rank, soilage, or 
religion. A pop'.e so worthy of freedom were nenerou, coonpii 10 
leave something to time, and to be pushed wr.li a orog-essive dove.- 
„,„,,-,,:, No violence was used; no just, right was attacked ; .arid 
even seise „f those msiuutioas were lei: mi:!.sbe:;ou wli.cn, m 
their principle and origin, were un.iiist, bat whic-i, hav,.^ ex- 
isted for centuries, could not be abolished at once with im- 

P ™Tne Hungarian people did not wish to oppress any— not even the 
aristocracy thev were more ready to make sacrifices than to 
punish the defend ;,uL, of iiobihty :hr l!ie nils 0: loisgoyermnenl, 
and of thoso instigations whieh e:u:iuated 1 rein their anc 
would they let the many seller for the sins el toe lew. 

There was no anarchy ameny; us. Kvc:i :n me slooaii 
when the human missions are most excited, mere \i 
fcet order and security of property and person. J 
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duct of my noble countrymen comriarc widi that of the " Order-mak- 
ing" Austria 1 Whenever the wntrlwind of v,nr ceased for awdilio, 
where the social elements were !<'!''. in chaos, the instinctive moral 
feeling of this incorruptible people, in the absence of all government, 
preserved boiler order and satety than legions o'' police. A common 
spirit animated the whole nation — no secret aims, no personal or lo- 
cal attacks, but a bold and open defence in the face of tlie world. 



rupulousl 

The Russians and Austrians made the soil of Wallnoliia the basis 
of miiha.1T operations', and [lie Turkish Governinenl, which either 
knew not its own interests, or wan unable 10 deleud tl'.om, silently 
.icrmiilsd this violation of treaties and the rights of nations, thus 
humbling Mselfand he:ray:ng Ms own weakness. Several times wo 
drove our enemies across iho Wallaeliiun boandaries ; for it was only 
necessary for our victorious army to advance into the countries of 
the Lower Danube to rouse the" inhabitants against the Kits-ians, 
and to transfer the war to their own soil. But we respected the 
law of nations, and stopped our conipieriua; forces on the confines of 
Wallaohla. Iter soil was sacred lous, Austria left. Gallieia al- 
most uiipitrecled, am! col lee led all her forces loaltack ns. Had we 
at this time sent a small portion of our army to Poland, it would 
have caused a general insurrection ; and that heroic hut nuibrtminle 
nation would have revenged iiorselt hy throwinsj the Hessian empire 
into a state of revolution. But we acted in defence only, and we 
tieemed it a sin to prccipiiaie other nations into aierriiile and uncer- 
tain war, and we checked our sympathies. Besides, we avoided 
giving she Emperor of Russia a pretence I 'or ji war of rulalia'ion 
against us. Oh it was foolish ! for the despotic hypocrite ma.tie a 
pretence; no culled our own struggle I he 1 luiyariaa Polish revolu- 
tion, though the whole number of Poles in our armies dill not exceed 
four thousand. 

We doubted not that the European Powers would negotiate a 
peace lor us, or t.lj:i.i ;bey wood a: lea.sl. prevent iho Russian inva- 
sion. They said they pitied us, honored our oil'orts, and condemned 
the conduct of Austria; but they could no: help us, because llurope 
rotptiret! a power fin Aosirian empire, ant! they musi sunpnrt. it. in 
spi-e of its cuis. as a lulimeo aualnsl I! as-ia in oonlra.l arid eastern 
Europe. Wliat a mistake ! What diplomacy! Is it not as chin- 
as the sun that the Czar, in aiding Auslria, would do it in such a 
manner as to oi^ain Iho greatest advan ages for himself? Was it 
not maiiiles'. that Austria, who iiad always, fhrousrh the help of 
Hungary, strength enough to oppose Russia, would, when she de- 
stroyed Hungary by Russian bayonets, no longer he an independent 
Power, but merely the avant-garde of tne Muscovite ? Yet Europe 
permitted the invasion. It is an indelible mark of btindneea and 
.21 
I4tj 
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Bhame. It is ever thus in the imbecile Old World. They treated 

us iust as limy ireat Turkey. They assert always that the poaco 
of Europe autfiho balance of power reeuirc the preservation of the 
Turkish empire.— I ha I Tnriov must exist 10 check the advance of 
the fossae:, power. Ifiil.iiovwiiiisiumhne; tlii", England and France 
dosl.roced Ike Turkish flee! of Navariuo, a fieet which never could 
h;i.v..- in/ured them, but might have contended with Russia in the 
Black Sea. 

Always the saxac worn-out, old, ami I'm I.:! I system ol |-"1il-v, while 
Russia, ever alert, sei/.es province alter province, from Turkey. Why 
has made herself I he sovereign of Moldavia and Wallachia, and is 
sapping i.he foieida''ous of the Ottoman empire. Already Turkish 
official are more dependent en I.he lowest Russian agents than Upon 
their own Grand Vizier. 

Oh that Huugarv had received bin a slight token of moral sup- 
port (Vein the European Powers— from diose powers wd.eso dreams, 
aretroub'.cd wil.li fears of the advance of We Cossack, Had only an 
English o" a i'reech acenl come to us during our struggio, what 
might he mil have done! He. too, would have seen and osiuunc'o. 
our ability :t> sustain ourselves; lie would have observed I.he Ilh 
m.i.niiv. I lie love of order, die reverence for liberty, winch character- 
ise!!, rue Hun^rine nation. Had these two Vowers pc:mii:ed a lew 
shins to cnoie'l.o Ossitrn. laden willi arms for the noble u;iirio;s who 
luui asked in vain lor weapons, toe Hungarians would now have 
stood a mere impregnate barrier againsi Russia than all the aria of 
a miserable and expensive ulnlnniiiey. 

There was a time when we. witli the neighboring lades, saved 
Chrishiukv hi Europe. And now t hesitate not to avow before 
God, thai, "we alone— that my own Hungary— could have saved 
Europe fn si l Itussiun domination. As the war in Hungary advanced, 
its character became changed. In the cm.!, the results it contem- 
plated were higher and far more important; nothing less, in far.!, 
than nnivorsal'l'reeiloiu, which was not thought of in the beginning. 
This was not a choice ; it was forced upon us by lae policy ol lae 
European nations, who, disregarding Ibeir own interests, sutlered 
Russia to invade ami provoke us. Yes, we were martyrs to the 
cause of freedom, and this glorious hut painful destiny was imposed 
upon as. 

Though my deaf native Hungary is trociden down, and the flower 
of her sons executed, or wandeiing exiles, and .1 her Gove-uor, wri- 
ting from my prison in this distant Asialio Turkey, I urodxt -and 
tluriherr-.', God hers mv prediction— ilia! mere can be no freedom 
for the continent of Europe, ;iud '.but die fossaeks from tue shores 
of -die Don will water loeir steeds in Ihe Rhine, unless li'oerly be re- 
stored to Hungarv. It is only with Hungarian freedom that the 
European nation.-,' can be free ; and the smaller nationalities espe- 
cially can have no future without us. 
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Nor coLiltl the united Russo-Ausirktn forces have conquered my 
hemic- cmnilrymeu lj;uf they iinl. iouud a traitor !.» aid tin™ in the 
man whom, briicvine/ in bis honesty, and on account of his skill. T 
raised from obscuriiy, tbijoyme; niy confidence, (he eonikkmee nf 
the niiiion and '.he army. I placed him a!, (ho hea.d of our lb ret'" 
(rivuie; him ihe innsi. <_dori:,u., pail u, perform over grant.e.i lo mae' 
What, an immortality w i; s wimin his reach had lie been honest : 
J.S11I lit; betrayed Ins country. Cursed lie his vntme forever! I will 
not open ray blooding wounds by the sail rememhniicc of this event 
and will merely mention thai, i ho Mtrroutler at Vikfos was tin 
erownmg act of :». Iniy system of treachery seorotlv :u-aolisod— by 
iiot ii^mg 'J.,-, ailv^n'.age, which victories pui in bis" hands— :w not 
luliiilii ;: my c.onmtaad- under cunning pretences — by destroyim? na- 
nona: feeling in Lhe tinny— by weakening its eontidoneo, and lie ll o 
destiitcim;-,. through Finuocossary exposures and dangers, of" fhat 
poilien o[ ;![t> army thai, ho could noi corrtio!, in his hnse t^sk-ns to 
make himself niNiiarv dictator. God, in I lis iuscnitalv wisdom 
knows why the trailer was permitted to lie successful. !n vain [ell 

the bravest of n " 



_ u intiymen— in vain diJ the aged father send, with pious hem", 
hts emy -a:i, lhe pro;] o! i,js declining year-, and I tie bride horbride- 
gronm-.-in vain ditl all priviile iat.oresis vield to the loftier palriot- 
Jsin--ui Viiii! arose the prayers ol a snlieriie; peepie-.in vain ditl the 
m'dew ■...,::.,,: ,-■,[■ every friend of freedom accoatjianv our dibits— in 
vain na! rln- genius of iiberiy hope for success. My eonnrry was 
marwred: !ior rder.s are hanennen : Thov have spoken the im- 
pious '.vor.;s i,-,ai nie .merry-Joying nation 'Mies at the feet of the 
Czar! inroad o: tne thanhfal prayers of fiiih. of hope ami o 1 ' 

■ "'^d is filleifwith the eriesof despair; and 

...1 exile. The diplomacy of ihirope has 
diair.sd Ti.rki.-,!! ImsjiiiaJity (n me and irn companions inn, hopeless 
bondage. It is a omnfiil exislenee. My youthful cord-en have he- 
gun tec mormn;; of liieir life in the bauds of my conni.ry".-. destroyer, 
and 1 — but no; desponding ikies not become me. far I i.i'in a mam' 1 
am net permitted, or I would say, 1 envy the death Who is unfortu- 
nate? 1 am in iiroussa, where the great Hannibal once I i vet! an 
exile. hoiiHess like myself, bnl rich in services performed for his 
eouiury. while I ean claim only fidelity to mine, '['be inyralbnde 
of las nation went wi:h him in his banisninenl. btu the sorrowful love 
ol my country men follows me to my place of exile. To thee, my 
God, I ofier thank.-, i.liat thou didst deem me worthy to suiter for doto- 
Hungary. Let me -iiker alikclions, bui accept, them as nropkia'.ory 
sacrihe.es |er my native land ! * 

And thou, Hungarian nation, yield not to despair ! lie patient; 
hope, and v.riir thy lime ! Thoirfi-Li all men forget thee, the (_iod of 
Jasiicc will [ioi.. Thy s;ilierin : .'s are recorded, and I hy tears re- 
membered. The blood of thy martyrs— I hy noble sons— which 
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moistened Ay soil, will have its fruits. The victims which daily 
fal! for thee an.', like l!h: evergreen cypress over the graves of the 
dead, the symbol of thy resurrection. The races whom thy destroyer 
excited against thee by lies and cunning, will bo undeceived ; iliey 
will know that thou didst not tight l'ur pre-eminence, 1ml. for the 
common liberty ; that thou wast their brother, and bled for them also. 
The temporary victory of our enemies will hut serve to take the film 
from the eyes of the deceived people. The sentiment of sympathy 
for our sufferings will inspire anion i; ihi: smaller writes and races 
the wish for a fralernal eonf ideraLon — for thiit which 1 always urged 
as the only safe policy and guarantee of freedom for them all. 

The realization of this hlr-a v.'ili In^l the: power of l1:o hauylity 
despots to the abyss of (he past ; and Hungary, fret:, surrounded by 
free nations, will be ffrual, glorious, rim! independent. 

At the moment when I. hardly hooud lot fmher consolation on 
earth, behold the God of IHerey treed my n-ite. ami enabled her, 
through a thousand dangers, to reach me in my place of exile! 
Like a hunted deer, she could not for five months find in her own 
native land a place of rest. The exeem loners ol' the be;u\l!e-i _\'ero 
placed a reward upon her head ; hut she has escaped the tyrants. 
She was tome and to my exiiei) countrymen like the rainbow to 
iSoah, for she brought intelligence and hope in the unsm;'ko[i :<oulsof 
the Hungarian people, and in the affectionate sympathy of the 
neighboring nations who had fought against us. They had aided 
the wife of the much-slandered Governor of Hungary. 

AUiniigh ihe sympathy of tile world often depends upon the result 
of action, and die -aiec-ossf:]] an; apohndeo, sii'l Hungary, by her 
noble bearing and trials, has drawn tiie uuemion nfiiio world. The 
sympathy which s!k; has excited in both worlds, and the thundering 
curse which tin; lips of mil lions have prouonneed nffaiiisl. her destroy- 
ers, announce, like the roaring of ihe wind bo fore the storm, the 
coming retrihutioti of Heaven. 

Among the nations of the world there are two which demand our 
gratitude and ailed inn. I'lngiand, no less powerful than .she is free 
and glorious, supported us by her sympathy, and by the approving' 
voice of her noblest -ens, and the millions of her people. And that 
chosen land of freedom beyond the oeean— the all-powerful people 
of the United States, with their libera! government— inspired n« with 
hope, and gave us courage by their deep interest in ;,tir cause and 
sufferings, and by their condemnation of our executiopon:. 

The President of the United States, whom the confidence of a 
free people had elevated to the loftiest station in the world, in his 
message to Congress announced that the American Government 
would have been the first 10 reooeni/io ihe independence of Hun- 
gary. And the Senators and R<'preseii!:i;ivos in Conifress marked 
the destroyers of my country's liberty wich the stiff ma of ignominy, 
and expressed, with indignant feelings, (heir contempt for the con- 
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duct of Austria, and their wish to break (he 
with Midi : L Government. They summons! 
judgment-? i'iil. nl' immaui'y ; they proclaim: 
condemn ihom ; they declared Ihi. I. Ansins 
lining*, tyrannical, ami barbarous, and desen 
mankind, undo ) lunearv was worthy of m:i\ 
The Hungarians, more fortunate 'llirm I. i 
the shores of the IN'ew World, were receive,. .., .,,■■ 
Government of the United States in trio most generous ,„ au „.,- 
yes, like brothers. With one hand ibey buried anathemas at the 
despots, and wi:li rhe other welcomed the humble' exiles 10 pa.nake 
of turn glorious American liberty, more to ho valued than dre diner 
oi crowns. Our Hearts are filled with Amotions lo see how ihis 
groat nu.ion extends its sympaiiiy and aid to every I Innfflttiii.n who is 
so io, ■innate as. to arrive in America. The syrmiatheLo ceclaraiion 
<d suck a |ir:,,;ilr... under such circumstances, v.itn A:n\':nr sentiments 
i:i l.ngiand, is noi a more sign winch llu? wind blows away, [ml is 
promi.iie of tin! future. What a blessed sight to see whole m-.tions 
e.evatoii ny such sentiments! 

Free en:/ei:s of America ! you inspired my countrymen to noble 
coeds : your miproya. imparled eoniidence : vour nvr.ijialhv consoled 
in adversity, ga ye a ray of hrmo for the fmum. and enabled us to 
hem the weight ,,[ ( ,i,r nmi.vy lamier.. Your ielkw.dmmmv wiil sus- 
tain us till we realize the hope, the Cairn, " thai Hungary is not lost 
lorover." Accept, in the name of my countrymen, me aebnowlcib'- 
rneiil oi our war most grnlirudc and our high respect. 
| I, who biow Hungary so well, firmly [relieve sue rs not lost ; and 
ibe inieiiumiu em/nns of America have decided, not only with im- 
pulsive .:m,!uess, tint willi reason - i r i ■: 1 policy, to favor l!ie meortmiate 
but hit mibmgat? Muugnry, Tin; sound of that eneourumnir voice 
,s not like a 1'iinera.l dirge, bus. as ;hr> shrill trumpet iba.l will call 
the world to judgment. 

Who does not see that Austria., even in her victory, has given 
herself a inorhil wound i' Her weakness is helmved. ' '['he world 
no lender behoves, thai Eurnae needs the preservation o^tim decay- 
ing empire. It is evident that its existence is a curse !o mankind; 
l never promote the welfare of society. The mam of its 
_ ned power is gone ; it was a delusion" thai, can deceive no 
longer. Among all Hie races of this empire— not excoplum the 
hereditary Slams — Ihere is none Hun doe., not despise ihe reismmr 
family oi' TTap-jurg. This power has no moral ground of snmmrt"; 
ils vain dreams of a on/rod empire., for which it has comumlet! the 
mo,r nmioard-of crimes, are proved lo be men? ravines, at whie'n ihe 
world mughs. No one Jove, or respects it; ami when it tails, not 
a mar oi regret "-Ml follow it to the grave. Am! fall it surely will. 
That moment Knssia wi:l;mai\s her seppmm die iava^od (vm<-e 
will crumble to dust. A shot fired by an English or by "an Ameri- 
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can vessel from the Adriatic would be like, the trumpet at the city of 
Jericho. Ami iliis impious, foolish Government ihinks i" control 
fate by the hangman's cord.- flow Ions: "ill Russia be able to 
assist 1 This Czar, who boasts that his minion is to lie tile scourge 
of ail die nations striving for libertc,— will noi the Almighty, wbose 
vieeffcrent he profuielt' "assumes i.o ho, biasi tile miserable boaster ■>. 
The'verv character id' his Govcriiinenl is a ilecinrarion of ivsr 
n;i;iiiK liie rii.l.ls am! ititoresis of h-diii;iiiil.v, and the existence ot 
other nations. Will l.ho world suilbr this bm« 1 Not long. 

The lliin-mi'ian nation, in her war, has no!, only gained a con-, 
-•"ousimss of her own strength, hut she has forced ilir.i convictim: 

o the minds of other nations thai, she deserves lo exist, and to be 



imlepomleni; and she nan show jusiiy thai her existence ami inde- 
pendence arc essential to the en use of liborly in Europe. No, no ! 
Ihum-ary is not losi.. Bv her iiiirh. bravery, and by her lore-:gm, 
ivl.it.di tenches her to abide her lime, she wall yet he amour; the lore- 
most hi the war of universal liberty. 

You, noble Americans, we hies, in ibe name of the God of l.m- 
erty! To you who have summoned the murderers of mv country- 
men before "the imbmient-seai of the world— In you, who are the lust 
nid-vo,, of Ibis 'cunY:. I will briny the complain!* of mv naiinm and 
before von 1 will piead her cause. When the house o! l.l;,|.-hiir : ;. 
wild lii" aid of a foreign armv, invaded usy connlry. and had dc- 
,irovcd,bv their mamle^'io e.f l.he -lib of Jlnr.k, l.olfuie loamlauou 
noon which die union with Austria, rested, there remaned :or 
liuioanv no nhernative lhaa the Declaration of Imleaoma-m^ v.hch 
a„- \,-.'i,,::,.l Assembly unanioiouslv voretl on the Mil. ol April. 
184!). ami which the whole nation solemnly accepted, and sen led 
with their blood. , 

I declare to you, in l!ie most solemn manner, that all wind, aas 
taken place, or'lr.u mav hereafter lake place, proceed; eg from i:idi- 
vidnuls in Covernmeni. contrary to lids dec!ar,.liom which is in period, 
accoi'il with the fundamental hw of Hungary. ■■- dlogal and un/.ust. 

lieiore vou 1 assert, that the accusal i:m that tiie Magyar race was 
unpist io Uie other races— by means of which a porta,,! ol the bor- 
viaus, Wnllacmaus. Slavonians, a.m! Germans, dwehusg in Hungary, 
was excited yominsl us— is ii.n impimi.s slander, circulated by the 
| iks from no crime to wen];e:i 'I" 



r united army, to conquer one race after another, 
ir the yoke of slavery. 

n Hungary had reason lu complain: 



and thus bring them all under the yoke of slavery. 



] (t|t ):, sequences oi 

the m-o-e-dstiim- sm:o of things a:it! ;he Am.triaii inlerierrmce. Tint 
the Croaliaus hid no reason to coilipla.'n. This race of half a million, 
in a separate province, bad a National Assembly of ils own, am! eu- 
jo'-.wl '■■■''eater prjvilcve.s than even she- Hungarians. They con- 
tributed proportional: v but half as much in taxes. They possessed 
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equal rights with ITiuio-ai-v; whilst the Hu:ipar::i n Protestants, oic 
account of their religion, were not. suffered to hold lands in Croatia. 
Their g-ictaiLeos arid ours won: the same, in tlie perpetual violation 
of the conslitulion by the imperial Government, fint their own 
peculiar grievances arose from tiio evils of former limes, and from 
tlio Austrian system of government, which forcibly placed I hi- N!a- 
voiiiau, Hervian. and Wallacnian boundary districts on the Gorman 
military footing. 
The moment, however, our people became free and enjoyed their 

Klitical rights they became just, and placed all tilings upon the 
<is i)'' freedom am! perfect equality. Hut some of these races, 
blinded l:y the infernal slanders and suggestions of Austria, look uo 
arms against ns. This people, who for centuries had endured 
slavery, fought against their own freedom ! God forgive them! 
They knew not what they did. 

In America, people of difl'oreni languages dwo!!, bit! who Kays 
that it is unjust, for senators :li id roprosentalives to us:: (ho "Mngiish 
language in their debate*, and to make li. the ofiioial l;ii:u-iia20 o'f tiif: 
Government? 

This is what the Jlagyar race asked in Hungary. There was 
lliis ditto re nee only, thai, in America it was not necessary : ( , estab- 
lish this by law, for the original settlers hart stamped their language 
in (lie country ; bin in Hungary a law was necessary to make the 
Hi igyar (ho ofiioia! bnguage. Toe use of the Lai.iii kueuuge — a 
ti.ii.l relic of the \fiildle Ages, which the clergy ami arisloci'nev pre- 
served as something precious, imitating the 'ancient despot.^ who 
caused the laws to be written in small letters and placed cm high 
towers thai the peopie might not under.~ca.nd their rights — had heen 

retained among ns. It was necessary to have a liv ipok: i 

jiopn.ar language. And what other co'tild we hu.ve than '[he mrbio 
Magyar 1 

How' often have 1 and ether leaders willi me said to my country- 
men, (hat they must be strictly just, and seek their i"u lure" great mves 
not in the predominance of one race, but in the oerfeet oquu'i'v of 
&;.[■' -lly [counsel was adopted, aurt made lite basis of the Govern- 
ment. The same freedom, toe same privileges, without, regard to 
language or region, the tree development of each race under the 
protection of (.he law, were accorded to all. We not only guaran- 
teed (ho right to use am language in the t 

we a leaded i.iu For the education ami ihwelorunont of each national- 
ity. The principle we announced was, thai, either (he Suite should 
protect lio religion, no lucieoufty —leaving all to tlie free action of 
the people— or thai ii s'louid protect all alike. 

In tile genera! administration, (he predomiuance of our language, 
am:!, consequently, Ike ru.ee ibat spoke it, was a necessilv; biiCiu 
the i.ttiiiiitii.stranon of couuiry alikirs, which in seme respects resem- 
bled that of the individual States of North America, the use of each 
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language was granted. In the courts, in the trial by jury, in the 
r.rhi (>[■ peirion, in the ivj[Jub!iciH.ioii or' nil kws ami oeo.riancos ; l.bo 
M^-nns race- had liie rhdiUo use their (mn!;ui-jJ»;:. .In one word, 
nothim-' U!!, >:i. undone w hioh comd tend to plaee a'.', on :l ioohm; 
of'h'->i)'o«l perfect, equality. Triir.', we did :iot : i;s Austria :em d-no tor 
p.d : tieal ournosos sololv.'lo enslave ii.ll I.Ltv people, and make -ho 
biMVe 1 1 l'i n ■_■■; l ri . i i:h a suhordh'.a'e nation, make a l.err.tona. mv-ioii 
of the laud. ' We respect! ri/rhhi and wisned 1.0 jirogros-, boi were 
iso honest, to eommenee a system of spoliation. Ami who Iris :n-on 
|„.m:iited !jv thin policy of the Vienna bieei'.neracy ? Not even those, 
on whom the prelondoi.! favors have boon conferred. 

When IhoHt; races clamored lor mniomd ri^es. I Ijl-.M y deniaodon 
what was wamine', and what could bo granted without injury to the 
counirv. \n one answered bill rocldess men, who spoke oi terriui- 
riV divisions. Tim Remans de,ircn 1.0 nave IL<! Uoiml.at lii.os, and 
Iho die'e counties oi" i.ho liaual. as a separate Servian Stale. I iio 
YVa'hichians wished to have Transylvania. They (the Servians) 
did not consider that limv owned no separak: portion of the .ano oL 
Mt:rm; ; -v. and that in l.lacs and the liana', wore \\ allaomans, (>::.r- 
ii,'in«. a : al Uimva.rs, who could not bo made subordinate 10 ihe .ess 
numerous Servians. So. a:™, in Transylvania, there wen: :\i:e;y:irs 
and Su.vens. wao womd compline o'V.ioh u couueelmn with W lillacmu. 
As there wore various race .In ciilercm. jan^ia^'s, t 

ITiwarv, anil divided inio as many miinieinablios, who ro.i.d h.amo 
iii ;ii; 'living the foundation of goveroinenl in a just eip.udify t.o a... ? 
Ooalhi. ;'uoim was a see'ira.:.e lerritorv : and l;ow often have we said 
1.0 her, liiat if sho would remain in union wild ns we wonm <;ive lior 
tho hand of brniberhood. ln.it if she wished to separate wo wonh; noy. 
hinder her ? We could not, however, poi'mii snch a division of 
)li;n<rarv as would have destroyed her as a nation. It was Austria 
who -owed ihe seeds of division and oi -solution. 

Citizens of America! to von I declare honestly thai, ray aim in 
the federation of Hungry with I ho smaller nalion, was to secee the 
naiion-ilitv ma: independence of each, and the freedom oi all ; ane, 
linl vi'-triim h 'en wmiliw winch eouid na\e beer, justly [.ranted to 
a-,v or'a'l of die races in 'Huii^ary. the Magyars hail only to know 
it. and it. would have been performed with readiness; for freedom, 
and nc power, wa, their desire. 

Finally, 1 declare that, by the Declaration of limeueiaameo ay 
which I was elected Governor of Hungary, I protest, so lonir as the 
people do no-, iiy tiieir tree will release me from tlial oluee. licit no 
one can legally' con ".re I the affairs of government but myself. This 
protestation is not made in a feeling of vauily or desire to bo con- 
spicnous, bet from respect to iheinheriuil rights of my coitolrymen. I 
strove no', for power. The brilliancy of a. crown would not. seduce 
me. The final aim of my life, after having liberated my dear 
Hungary, was to end my days, as a private citizen and a oun.ble hirir.ur 
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My country, in the hour of danger, culled upon me to assist in the 
string: j for freedom. I responded to its cm.1I, Other*, doubtless, 
were more able, who could have won more Came : but T will yield (o 
itoee in Lin; purity of my motives, Perhaps il was t; n n (i Ho n i.; t> in my 
ardent patriotism and honesty n! perpo.-e, which induced ib;; people 
to give me the power. They believed freedom would lie safe in my 
hands, f fell, my weakiies-i and (.eld t.hem 1 , 

liberty nolens th-y were united as one man. and would lav aside all 
per-Muii , all sectional interests. I foretold that, if the nation was 
divide,', j would jail. As ionga.s they followed my iniimctions, :md 
were nuked, they were unconquerable — l.;i:;v pori.brmod miracles of 
valor. Tur fail of Hungary commenced' ihc dav tuey began In 
divide. Not knowing Hie secret causes of ibis, division, and nutsus- 
potaiog treachery, anil washing to inspire eoidideoee. to give skill 
and all the elements, of success to our army, and eating nothing (or 
my own bono, doing id! fbr the good of my count ry, f nave command 
of 1.1 10 forces to another. I was assured by the most solemn en- 
gagements, by Ihtj man io whom I gave the' power, that be would 
use il. for the wcltare and independence of the nation, nnrl that ho 
would be responsible to me and the people lor l.ho fulfilment of (hese 
conditions, fie betrayed his country and gave the army to tho 
enemy. Had we succeeded after Ibis terrible blow, he should have 
met his reward. And oven now bo is not freed from his aeeomba- 
biliiy to the nation, no more (.ban I. in the moral right and sense, 
reused to be the Governor of Hungary. A short time may reverse 
again the fale el" all. The aurora of 'liberty breaks upon niv vision 
even at Broussa. 

I have, therefore, intrusted to Ladislaus Ujhaz., _ _ 

the Saros comilat, ami eiy'l governor of Cemorn, tho n 

my representative, and through me the representative of the Hunga- 
rian nation, to the people, and Government of th 1 in S 
hoping and believing that so generous a people will net judge (ho 
merits of our cause by a temporary defeat, but. will recoe;m?.e Governor 
Ujhazi and his companions, wkh Ibe accustomed kindness. 

.May G'od bless your country forever I liny it. have the glorious 
destiny Io share with other nations lite blessmgsof chat, liberty which 
constitutes it- owai happiness ami fame 1 Mav your groat example, 
noble Americans, he to other nations the source of seeia.l virtue; 
your power be the terror of all l.yra.Dl.s— the protector of the dis- 
tressed ; and your free country ever continue to ho the asylum for 
the oppressed of a'i nations. 

Wrbten at my phie.j of banishm'uit. liroussa. Asia. Minor. iUa-ch 
27, 1850. 

LOUIS KOSSUTH, 

Governor of Hungary. 
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Ml'.. MAifOIi A'.\'l) Cestlemen, 

In rising lo thank yon most heartily and most sincerely lor tliose 
nob'e-mir.ded, generous sentiments which yon, Mr. Mayor, wore 
pleastv.l to express, and for the sharing in tinu. expression of lliose 
noble seuthnonis by you all, V ra.nnol forbear a strong emotion, 
winch, however, is not quite subservient to eloquence. Uesides, I 
must say 1 1 - : i- ". 1 ;lih 'jitiia anproiiared (or this opportunity '0 address 
such a disiingiLshotl assembly of friends and brothers. Though 
not (juite unaccustomed to speak in my own lanfUiige, still i must 
fool it now a iloiili::' ;ii'i'u:iil:y to address yutt connectedly in ibiijlisli ; 
and, therefore, perin't motor a moment to asli your indulgence while I 
address yon. T fool, gentlemen, that the generous sentiments you 
liiive expressed I can attribute to nothing else than lo the noble 
sya'.paihy which ho web betils liio free Englishman for the noble 
principle of liberty, and to the heliet that [he cituse of 1 1 unwary was 
a jus: cause, a.ud" was a cause intimately connected with the prin- 
ciples of freedom. i\oiv, instead oi a vain offon. !o yi\ e yon n. [rood 
speech, perhaps it would be better for me lo take [he liberty to allow 
me in a plain common manner—still begging excuses for the faults 
of my language, which i cannot, fail to admit -to "ive you some in- 
formation about llie true nut lire of this past slruguie in Hungary, 
because I suppose I can be excused to have Ibis egobsm — lo be 
inxious to conserve those generous sentiments, and i believe there 
ran nothing belter lis (lone ['111:1 by a plain common statement of the 
facts, without a ay ilourisii w ha an attribute end ihhi 1 ; 1 . as :bey passed 
in Hungary. To understand exactly the Hungarian cause, it is 
ynit.e necessary to be somewhat acquaiulod with [he true nature of 
ihe form of Hungarian instil a lions. You all know that Hungary 
wns for more than eight hundred years in Europe always a constitu- 
tion!!", monarchy, and perhaps this is no small proof of the elements 
of life, which, in my notion, are to ho found when we consider the 
geographical position of Hungary, and the moral position of tha na- 
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live .Magyar vain 1 , — iin Asialic people ihrust : nlo the midst of Euro 
pean uaif.iis, wrheur. :i.;iv- licukeil. without iiir. idlinky, wii.hoat any 
i-o-i ';j [': 1 1 : 1 1 1 l-.! ■ . -and when we consider they were surrounded on ail 
sides by abso!u:e and despotic powers ; on one side Turkey, wdueh 
encroached for centuries, not only upon civilization, [nit on religion, 
and wdiore my poor nurjon was the bulwark of Christianity in "Eu- 
rope ; on tin.' other side, rim Itussian empire, which has, not for flic 
hene:h of mankind, giowu up prodigiously in 'dm ol l: ■--; : : ll:-h-j lu" f cen- 
tury ; on [ho third fide, the Auslrkn power — not. the Austria of to- 
day, for tiiat Austrian empire is a very new one — but tire govern- 
ment of i.lio house of i lapshu- g, wiiieb never, ii then! be told truth 
by history, gave one friend to political freedom,— though one ge- 
nuts ii. bad, one friend to religious freedom, one friend to the rights 
of conscience, hut oven lie quite in opposition to the social Find polit- 
ical freedom of t lie people, — flic Emperor Joseph 11. This then was 
on- position, Turkey; U.ussia, aod Austria, or rather the house of 
Jlap-iiunT, — by such was [Tuugary surrounded; ami besides, me 
people, which must, ever be considered as the niosl iirui and mighty 
basis of greatness and welfare of a eountry, am! as the most strong, 
sure, and powerful safeguard of it* liberties — die people in 1 (ungary 
unhappily were e.veluded from political riehts, (hoy shared noi ni Ilia 
consiilmional benerits ; and still this .Vttieyar race, in such diliiculties 
of circumstance, through eight centuries and more, has conserved, 
not only its hie, but its constitution:)] liberty and national institutions, 
['here is in suelv a race, in such a nation, elements id' a future ; and I 
believe walk some pride I have a right l.o say, siieh a nation deserves 
to nave freedom, I told you, a little ago, that liie people had not 
shared in the cousiitutiona.l rights of Ibe'coiintry. The eonstilution 
of Ifungaiy was an arls1oer;Liio one on'irolv ; hut i' was an aristo- 
cra:.ieal oonstkution which bad somewhat a. dilFere.nl recalling from 
that which you attach in England lot.be wortl aristocracy. Aristoc- 
racy in TTuugary was not synonymous wilh [lower and with the 
weight of wealth, mil was simply r;u aristocracy of birlh, and was 
mil. reduced only in elder brothers ; bra whoever had a father a 
nobleman, oe and his children, ace. their children's children remain- 
ed through all centuries, noblemen always. What was the conse- 
quence 1 The consequence was that, as human fine is' subject l.o 
many changes of circumstances, the descendants of Ihe old noble- 
men of Hungary dill net remain wealthy, great., and powerful, but 
became iliifiised, and, by tic course of cein.orifs, descending among 
them, became almosi one part of the people itself; so thai, the greal 
part of the aristocracy of .lluii:.ui:-y remained as poor, uy, poorer, than 
the people, because the noble hail ambition not to work ; as if" work 

'was no!, the greatest honor to humanity, fio, therefore, we had not 
only a landed proprietary, but we had f.hese most poor classes of the 
aristocracy, which were not only in I be same condil ion as the aeople, 

but which were still, now and then, in a worse condition, not boini' so 

lostec by GoOgIC 



Industrious. T!i:l ouc [iron linen! feature w;n that the nil! arislocraey 
was not quite so opposed in its groat extension to poi.iubi.r rights 
and to the popular inlerest as we And it to be in the middle a.ges 
on the Continent ami through Europe— because wo must confess 
that the aristocracy of England b::.. known in time to meet the 
exigencies (if (.ho time, to share their privileges with the people, anil 
t(i take its part in (lie burden;; of i. : iy ptopie, nut! therefore ihe aris- 
tocracy of England remained when those oilier aristocracies wore 
swept away like dust (Veiii the earth, lull ungtiry lao noadily was 
not in ilio siiue position, but the noiilemen mixed whh all classes of 
tlie people — they were not in strong opposition to ihe people, but 
they wore tigriciili.iirisis, -.v.- ■ ■ |- J-; i i^: c=; lmt their own soil but the soil of 
their landloiaL ', but they becante maiiu'iieturcrs : thev engaged in 
every trade ami every profession, and the re lor;- it was not in stu'h 
opposition to the people as "be word " a Ksloeracy" signifies here ; 
titai tbouyh it is no wonder that in Hungary and between the bounds 
of this aristocratic eoustiliijiou, where l.be people had no right to 
speak [or itself, it vioind nut inn e had iin fill ■}:■.::■■ <>',' :i:\\ dr. e. si III, 
out of the ranks el" ibis aristocracy which I have charac'erixed avo 
always found in too past, and lornugli aii their history, generous 
men who manfully struggled by all legal means to improve im; con- 
dition of their country, and whe strove for l.be rights of himuujiiy. 
Mow in this struggling fur the rights of riniuimn.y a.nd the improve, 
muni of the comiilion of Ihe couniiy wo had, according to our con- 
stitution, in Hungary two principal mentis. The first was — lo cull 
it by a name wbich is popular and is understood here — the Parlia- 
ment of Hungary ; and the second wais by our county si.su] municipal 
institutions. Those municipal instii.uiions were, stiil more than in 
miy ol.be r part el' the world « I. a I eve:-, against the on crouch meat or. 
the rights of the nation by liio Governineni, because those county in- 
slit aliens were so [run mil lhall.be Coverumoni bad norig-ht to convoy 
any order whatever but only through tiio mcilinei of the cotinly 
meelings. The county meeting u;n composed of all nnbiemcu who 
were residents in tliat county, ami die iioulo population in a ooumy 
might .number from twenty thousand lo two nlv- live ihousa ud persons, 
ami in some counties it amounted to thirty thousand. Therefore 
i:vory one of the nohles hud a ri«;hl to speax in '..hose meetings ; net, 
of course, every one, on every occasion, bat according to the impor- 
tance of tins business, and the number of them that appeared in the 
same way at these meetings, .livery noble h'l.d a ibrlu. to be elecied 
a magistrate of I be county, wile were Ihe only executive power of ihe 
orders of the Government \ so taut, wdvm the Government ordered 
something to he done. Ihe baud of execution was that, of the muoici- 
pul mil gi -Irate of the county, who alone in I to carry it out : but, liio 
magistrate never coming into oout.acl vvliii tlie Goverunien!, eoald re- 
ceive no ortier but only through the medium of the county melting, 
which county meeting met in public assembly had the right to ilis- 
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cusa the legality of the Government order, anil when the majority of 

the assembly held an order of GovernmeEit. to lift illegal, it did not jo 
info the hands of r:jc magistrate to execute it, but the 5iie?i:L:iiy made 
,'i remonstrance against it to (he Covermnenl, and therefore those 
municipalities were a very powerful, strong bulwark against the en- 
croachment.-, of Government. And to be sur.', no country ill tin: world 
liarl grea;er aoerf of such a barrier l1ih.ii Hungary, because we have 
been governed for knee countries by the bouse of f.lapsburg. which 
never, according lo the evidence of bislory, had a single fixed friend 
to political freedom. I do not know whether I am weary. 

Nov.-, tlie house of [lupsburg ruled Hungary for three 1m rid rod 
years. It ruled Hungary, not by eompiesr. out by the freo choice 
of the nation ;, nor. by the free choice of the nation, without condi- 
tions, but. on the basis of treaties, the chief feature of which treaLies 
is Lhut the monarch should reign iti [IiiiiguiT by the same lineal suc- 
cession as in tlie domir.iotis of the house of Austria; thai. (he Aus- 
trian dynasty was recognized, and should remain Kings of Hungary, 
ami thereupon the King look on himself a sacred duly to rcspeo! and 
Conserve the Hungarian constitution, ami to rule and govern Hun- 
gary hy its own puhdo inslii.m inns, according to its own ancient laws. 
And thai was (he duly of tin? King. 1 swear to God, I swear (o the 
eternal God, that 1 hope lie will' so bless me as i shall keep trial 
word. This is a risumi: of the fads so far. Well, out of the thir- 
teen kings we had of (his house and dynusiy, no one who knows 
anything of history can charge mo with exaggeration when I sav 
that their rule was one of continual perjury — of perjury, gentlemen, 
that is the word — perjury, i uin a plain common man; j call lliinifs 
as tliey are. 

Now, when the Hungarian nation elected the lion so of Jlapsburg 
to the 1 krone of Hungary — of this Hungary which is larger than 
-tilt). Oi )0 Genua n s.prare miles, v. ■ken is eijiuil, "as J am loir!, to J iJu.u'.iO 
thiglisb square miles, with a population of 1 5. ()!!0,000— no small 
eoimtry, gentlemen ; no small utile patch of land— wkeu she chose 
tlie house of Hapsburg, all the other provinces of the Haps- 
burg were constitutional monarchies. Every other of those states 
had a constitution, and every one of these afterwards united to 
her had one too; but by-and-by, through the course of three 
oiail.iuics, the bouse "f Austria has gone on in a st.raigiil direc- 
tion to bo an absolute monarchy; and now, hofore our past 
struggle, not one place or province "in her dominions had a consti- 
tution— (he ambkious, despotic;:: house of Austria- -rather, T should 
say, the house of l.Jnpsburg. bad absorbed every single one of thorn. 
The constitutional Ike of I lungary was no;, absorbed because it did 
not belna^ to tire Austrian V, ire. Hungary bed no otiier connec- 
tion wiih Austria than Hanover had with England wi:o Ikis diller- 
ence only, that Hanover had a different line of succession, while the 
line of succession of Austria iiud Hungary was the same. But we 
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had laws and coronation oaths and pacifications, which declare that 
then; should lxi r.n connection aeeiwecn Hungary and the house of 
Austria. I>u1. 1:i:h.o:]'.v lo be ruled by the ianie sovereign ; not but that 
Hungary should have r li ! i il 1 1 t I 

and instil ii'.ioiis; so much so, thai. shouid ot happen to have a Kljij; 
come to the succession of the sovereignly. being a child in his miuor- 
ji.v, Hungary should no: bo governed by this same person as ralcd 
over the Austrian p.reivinces, iieoaitse :hore cxiiler: in l;io house of 
1 lap-ibn rti- is iiimilv troniv bv which the eldest of the house no:,: be 
the tutor (j. (. Regent) to the empire, hut by the law in f fimjary il 
must lie a. I'alaline who rules a* tutor of" the King ; and therefore 
there was this possibility, tbi'.l a lieg.-m might have to eovern Aus- 
tria, while another Hei-em was governing Hungary. Therefore the 
constitutional Hie of Hungary was not. ajsnriiofl, and chiefly was not 
absorbed because bv the municipal iosliuiliotis — by thai strength 
which can never be broken, it resisted the oucrettieluneuts of the 
crown. I consiiler l:if,e municipa"; iustii'.ioons to resemble in srtuir 
instance il o siege of Saragossu. n here. is.ii.Rr _\a|)oieotvs army bad 
taken (.bo lov.n "tiicv siill iiaii to tight single battles in every street. 
So was itulwavs in Hungary, to uiy own time, though, u young 
man yet, 1 remember that there was ;i lisne when the bouse of llaps- 
buri;-."wLlboot ibe lielp of" any Parliament, all.empled to destroy {be 
constitution, 'o ".evy ire op,, ;i inl to raise the taxes lo two ami :i ball 
times their former amount ; and that out of the lifty-iwo counties irt- 
Hungsirv, iullttencetl by every means wliicli Governments — immoral 
Governments— hi i ve at their disposal, only some ten or twelve regis- 
tered the i.iecrees, but lira: the oi hers constancy resisted them by 
kwfui grounds, am! tba' this resistance on it coiinlilu^iona! and raw- 
ftii basis overthrew them. It was, as I said, just like Saragossa, 
whore the town was taken indeed, but whore the tighl u-eu: on tVom 
street to street, and house to house. So it was. notwithstanding 
l.hce enema otieients, we e en served some shadow of con.-ti'ulional 
lioeri.v; but the house of Hapsbnrg, after having absorbed all con- 
stitutional life in its dominions, came to this, that there was only 
jary, which is so bold as to oppose il. in its aim to be entire. y sin 
' ':e monarchy, and, seeing that its bend availed himself of every 
means in his power, of open violence, of sill kinds of intrigues, to 
deslt'ov and overthrow our constitution ; be fomented (air discords, he 
undermined our naiio-iai character, he impoverished us, be corrupted 
us, he oppressed, and, by-a!id-by, our rights were taken away, and 
hy-ar.i'-by we became aware mi- municipal institutions and our Par- 
liament. 'which should have been convoked every three years, and 
was not convoked ouce in twenty years, though taxaiion went on, 
and an arbitrary Government went on— w-ere not enough ; and we 
became aware: that sumo two hundred or three hundred or four hun- 
dred or live hundred uobies bv birth, meeting byriitht in I heir county 
meetings, were not sufficient to defend :;jo constitution of the conn- 
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try against the predominant direction of the head of the Austrian 
absolutism; and that was ihe ori ? in of our endeavors, which are as 
old as twenty-night year* ; t.k.f. men influenced by police nnd pure 
patriotism took for aim to go on, degree by degree, and step iiy -'ea 
to make the peop.c nam ornate in ccnsiiuuional ri.i-ht and liberties 
1 hat was the air, Land direr: lion ( ;t , ;)i^]> ; i:, lie liilioflluiiir-vviv.,,^^.^ 
I he more .Hungary lias felt this neo.essitv because" sno had a 
JK--.:!i-rl or Govenmaaib a Commission or Coniicil of ( i, .■.■r-i-tini.-ir 
wkoh, by law, was mad- r..:s|,o:i.-.;M.j not only not to do anything 
contrary '0 trie law, but not lu crry into e.vocMioii any order of thl 
soyrirogn kmsolo com r;:ry 1.0 ib,. law; hut siC wo saw tk"-e was 
" il, Ijooimiso no roiaoraro nndy can be 

loado resaons'bio. Individuals can be 1,1:16? responsible, but where 
the Government is collective, resp,:ais;biiily is a fokv, and vanishes 
like a dream. 

We saw thai, oar national independence and the lawful rights of 
our i!i!i.,ui wore entirely absorbed by the Austrian Government, and 
111 our limes cl.iiellv by t'rinco .MeM.crmch, who was all in all in 
Austria. We were conscious thai :hr, Anslrac Jimi.sl.rv | i: -, : [ no'Yimr 
to in w.lh 'die nCaiiw o' Hungary, oial. loo Kmneror o.f Aiisiria, as 
King of Hungary. w;;, okli^d 1.0 c,0'.-cr;i ILnimi-v |-, v j LS l)v - n p^.,. 
and nra as he Iked. We did not like f.hese Austrian ikhieiices. ;ll -J 
wo looit, an !be diroelion 0: oar efibr'.s, to s ] yo ibe penp> Ihoir 
national share m the constitution, in order iliat thov nighl he u> 
safeguard of the eor.sulidional life which ■Kii!.'J0(l or jon.no,, , v ,.,.,, 
notn hie :o dofmiL ha; which a people of 1 S.fJOO.OiK), i.uiorl in lie 
f!re:u. iirmcmle ..,;■ cornoum duties, and 0411:1 1, may nave good reason 
to defend. In the peasantry in every country, to ho sure, the m.'ri- 
eiil-orai classes are of imperial:', consideration, hat l.hey are oHodv 
so 111 Hungary, which is almost entirely, with i\:\v exceptions an 
agr.eir!'i:-a L eoomvry. Of course the condition of tois peasantry was 
t;is ri:>,(. topic ol : -.iiyi:i>;gn 10 reform ; ;>nd, seeirif ihat the country, 
in a.i ni.Morial rospccls so highly gifi.ed by na-.u're. could never ho 
converted into an earthly naraihse, such as Von oaye made :bis hunt, 
but by I roe work, where cyory one ouhw, oho trails of labor, we saw 
i.iso laat the Hgricuil nri n :. n:id lo work for hi, landlord, one hundred 
and four days in the year. If you lake oil' :ho ciandays. ihe festival 
days and the winter, why what remains to him ? And still be had 
in g:ve one knln lo bis seigneur, am! one (0:11)1, or the iilbos, lo his 
bishop. That was a condition tpiko coalrarv to justice, contrary to 
the inborn dignity oil ho aeoiile, to rho fninre of .Nmioa'v, ana to the 
rights of human nature. Therefore the first stop we tool; was to 
emancipate the peasantry : hut being, us ! have brick,- slated, under 
very arduous circumstances, am! as "the le-ishi-'vo power was in the 
hands of the nobles, these reforms went on but by slow degrees. 
In the Long Parliament, as I may call it. which sat from 1832 to 
1836, the Lower House, that is, the House of the members elected 
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by the county meeting, it was proposed that every peasant— I do not 
know what to ci.il them (a Mi*,- " Serfs"),— that every peasant 
should have a right to ma lie himself f:ee of lu.s seiijiiorial and feudal 
harden-; iiv pnvinji oil' liie eapi.nl to wnich 1.:-io amount ol Lieso bur- 
ilons came. Do'vou understand me'! We w'-li-:tl, then, t.ial 'his 
should imt be dependent on I he will of the landlord \:> accord it to 
hhn hut ihal an estimate sbonid lie made of what was the worth, of 
Hq,-m! ihesaad ii'ini'iii. and lhatifi.he peasant shoidd pay Lie cap- 
jlid e-ibnidoJ a! the rale of 51. or 8.:. per cc:nl. : lie snoidd Ik: loan 
Thi* was opoo^rd lw ihe House of l,oi:kand d:en, by 'lie .r.l!u:-me 
of ihe fiovcriimeiit. "it was reduced to this,— thai, when the landlord 
saoiihl ■■'{■■;('. his consent to ii, every peasant, as also every corpora- 
lion ol"|ioa-:ir,liv l,.:.-elhor, should have Lie rndif to bo free. J. his 
pronation I hay- saVei! was agreed to by the common eon.ent ol: 
tin- House of Lords ami House of Commons, but it was rejected by 
(he Coverumoul,— laat is, :he ;\uslriiL.'.is miceied t.n.t reform. 1 hat 
w:i< rie issue of the reform i;aestion in 1S3S. T iriention it as a 
fact. And here I must evplain— wduiicvei- von- opinion may jo as ]o 
p-;.c],.v. s I know not -that the members of ihe 1 ionse ot I emmons 
were not entirely pleid|n)!.ontiarv, hut received 1he:r iristriic:ious iron) 
Ihe couii'v moe'inus. which were si-ting 1'ouv or six, or even ten 
Van'-, a y^iMiml which eon! rolled Lieir represeunnives, and ia-eruc;- 
od LOi'in 'iow to vote. '1'lie intrigues .if me Ovnninrjn!. therefore, 
were chiefly directed so tho coi:ntv umoiines hi order to carry aad ni- 
srrnc'.iens.bt! riam we ooreoiveil. for ihe first lime, the very i!an-e- 
vntis dhvrinm of the mcv-men; of 'lie (love-uncut Willi rfopeer tr, 
thfif i-i-iiiiiiioa-.io endeavor ioitifbifuco, i.o ■ urn, lo woaiiem to cor- 
rupt onr public inoethn's and muuieipaliiies. Slid, with rospeci iooiir 
T ( .j2is';ii:ir'\ 'hero was. forlunatelv, some mdeocudehce loll in these 
rjiib.Y merlin.vs, for though our Supremo Convi, who u something 
|d;e your l.erd-t.ienloininl. of Coiiudes, was named by i.ke km::, yet 
beiii"-a neinaer oftlie I ion so of Lords, aim' :ic:m present i.o Vanni.- 
mr-r be coedd not continually iullueueo llio nieeuue; waea toe in- 
structions were framed, anil therefore Government hail no one present 
fil hv his inlhienc:' and stimuli to en.riw oat its views, am! its means 
of eVruinon were lew. They diendove adopted :he muv rule, 
v.dnca wii- ■eaybiiv nemiualk ihe Lord-I.mutcuanl to uppemt besides 
ao ai'mhii-arilorin ins place, who had orders to ::e present ai every 
m".'.,hm, to com.ro: evert step Lioy took, and never '.o leave ats 
,:o„mv' and everything join- in the hands of the Lord- L.etu era ol, 
such i.< ..-ifn or' "olhces, so to make the votes of eoimly !i^::niH a 
'i ere nonsense, or to make laeni ra:.her a lool ot tae t.overmaetil. 
Thov,.;ere. we' opposed if with all our possible strength, mil. we 
onposeri it, nol in ;iov |iri vile alary vieiv, bul because wr ua-aed -.or 
the indem-idenre of Lie iiaiaaiaal ii>in.i;.:n-, m urdor io earry out 
iviorms'in lh:sdltee.iion--nol lo make the cono.ilbu ,d Hnnoary such 
fl at l here should he there no close privileges for a few, hut to erect 
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k temple of liberty there for all the people. But the more we de- 
velops! our progress in ;; view to reforms, the more the Government 
insisted on the progress to dpinoriiiize (.lie people. That was our 
eon;li-.ion when I lie Die:, mei in Kovcinber or October. 1847, just be- 
fore the French Revolution. You see, then, that we in Hungary 
were not planning revolution, Hungary was not the soul of secret 
conspiracy, but wo in public inoelmg struiogieil, fairly and openly, 
lor riie rights of llio people. I myself had the honor to be clouted 
member of Parliament in 18-17 lis ;i. deputy for the chief depart- 
:r.eu*., in ike, by i's irori^T.-ipliiea' position, sin; uioiiL>po.i!;in comity, 
ofPesth, where the Austrian Govern incut did everything possible 
to oppose my election; but the good sense of the people carried 
it out to a triumphant success. When we came to the Diet, the 
first, question 1 proposed, according to the instructions of my con- 
stituents, was 1 in l I die muuicip;N institutions of the country should 
he uphebi in their isntnrai purity, and i.ba' the sysiem of adiniuistra- 
tors should be pul asiile, ami that if ibis motion was not carried, no 
taxes should be voted. 

On this motion the House of" Commons and the House of Lords 
did not agree I 'or two months, because it was necessary both should 
agree to carry a bill before it could Lie laid before the King ; but 
there is no limit to the number of communications which passed 
between the two houses, so i.iiat thev miidi!. go on to the number of 
one hundred or throe hundred lill the r;n ration is settled or aban- 
doned. This measure (lid not meet the approbation of the House of 
Lords, because it was composed for the most part of functionaries 
named by the Government, or of those who aspired to be the nomi- 
nees of Government. Still, we were happy to have the most 
Important part of the Lords oi'Tlumwy with us, at the head of whom 
was the wnl'ertuna'e, ihe worthy of a better hue, Louis- }k.v.h\ uuv. 
r.-ieso supported the House of Coimnnns. Still the commission and 
Government went on to corrupt the county mociiugs, and I. seeing 
thut we should get the worst in the end, and that the Government 
were carrying one aficr the tidier by violence and fraud, I proposed 
'in the House of Commons that we should meet the eiiniinnal en- 
croachments of tho Government by having recourse to the chief 
source of them. We saw that on the head of the King of Hungary, 
who is Umperor of Austria, two crowns are iaid ;. vhe one wan a con- 
stitutional crown, the other an absolute crown. These two opposite 
directions never conkl agree, they never could be united. Which 
of them was to prevail, history "will show; but as we felt that 
the Au-^rian crown was tiie source of all encroachments on the 
rights of Hungary, and that so long as the two were united there 
would be no solidarity for the fate of nations in the future— so long 
as the house of Hapsburg does nui. restore their rights to the people 
of Hungary — so long will you see a rebellion ready to break out 
■gainst Austria ; and Hungary, having freedom, it was her duty, U 
28 
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older brother, to seek to restore freedom io those other countries of 

..viivh " io house ill Austin had c.k'p":vfd idem. Hoodie this, I pro- 
posed in' : l was ni.r ilnlv, us the elder broiher of Austria, to «o in 
lie Ki-i-r and iL,khiin io" restore the constitutional libei'lles: oi the 
eifor ix.nie.tis oi' his dominions, and so by (his means to juit. away 
tl-.o enchainment placed mi ihe constitutional ridi'.s ol liuup.;, ry. 
That was what I uroposed. No just man can nte ol)a" ? .: I.liat, by 
propose:..- this measure that was timver.a 0" accepted l..y l'aiham;u,i, 
I was i-liiitiiiii'- :,. ovulation. No one wili say 1 was it ti.cc; kep:ib~ 
lira-i—the words of a into man. failhftd to the ridils of humanity, 
ever meet an echo in the brea.s.ls of ;;euerous II n irishmen. ,dy 
spceeh was translated into Gorman, it was published in Vienna, i: 
was read in da; end'ee -Louses, in the pnL'hc resorts. And now Urn 
new, of (he French lie volution aim: ripen ns, find S it-imu rose up 
in revolt; that was the Austrian Revolnl.ion. 1 my.scdi, with a. 
kiinwledn-R of all clio oire.iniisi.uiKCs of Lmvope iioioro me, irank.y 
own ! decided not to be curried away by die elements, but to la.ee 
the reins of the elements 1:1:0 my own iiamls, to avail myseb to iho 
n'mosl of die op.norP.mr.y which God had dvevi— hot. Iluueary mace. 
Our first .imposition now was for the cma:ie:pa:am o: ;>:■:■ peas 
antrv winch' was carried una.nimousiv by both llottses. But 1 was 
■i.i.vious noi to hurl the interest of any class, but rather to spare 
tho^e which, ihnupli not pist. in their od-'n. by time, circumstance, 
a.re. Lad .re. interlaced widi the private fortunes oi (tie poop.c ; :,nd 
I | , n d it was agreed !e unanimously, Inal. tne 

people slimtkl be free of all its dudes— fy™ witboul p;na:; any- 
thing for it. Liberty must not lie paid ior ; lv.it, at the same lime:, 
tb.a-e should be a rT indemnity, not by tbe peasantry, hut lor the 
landlords. Hungary is rich eiiourdi Io dye compousniioii and i:t- 
domnity i.o lite nobles, mid by -rood tiniiucial nporieit.us tmdit tit: 
made to pay more than two or three limes what it dees now. I o-n- 
..■i-e, 1 mv honor and niv word lliul a full inrluinnilj should be fr.ven, 
a;H ,r.e measure was "carried unanimously ; liie second measure f 
■■ oto-otl was that, whereas before t'.e people fad every duty but no 
rid'-, there should be an equably in duly ami nt r.jdHs, and tl at 
every man accordm" to ids fortune, shotiltl contribute io tbe public 
, LI :,. i : ssi - ll ,s— diis was also carried; 1be third proportion was, that 
the peoule should be admitted to the ridit oi election; not en:> mem- 
Pors of' I'arkamonr. but liie mam.tlraies win admitusler the laws; 
bul, of course, half a million of people could not be convoke,, lo- 
p-ether in one room, and therefore dm personal was Ivans: erred 
to a representative basis, and every coimnvmhy was ordered to elect 
men to represent thorn h the county meetinifs. 'Ihiat btso;: my 
chief directive principle— that I recognized the rights o: men, me 
riQ-iirs of fo-iilie"-. the rights of eomiuuniiies, wemh I eon-meree us 
,.o- io be snbiec'od to Pardii.tnenla'T iieerfereuce— .Parliament lias 
no right to direct me how I shall rule my own family if I do not in- 
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terfere with liio ritjhis of other families, and the same is true of 

commuuhies in matters which alFec! a kingdom. Government 
should have suliicienl power !o provide for the public necessidos of 
tho whole country, io uphold and enforce obedience lo the laws ; but 
it fulfill, to have no power a I. all lo encroach upon lite rights of men, 
the rights of communities, or of municipalities hi their own domestic 
miit i.crs ; that, was my ruling principle. We ordered the Govern- 
ment to prepare lulls for tlie represeiilal.ion of the parishes, but it 
was no; enough for me and for my friends lo establish juuuiciuahiies 
as a barrier against die Government. Weeing the evil e fleets of tin; 
Admmisira.livo Cohege : which, as n commission, could not be made 
respond bio, ire determined tha'. as. as liitd often happened, part of 
these councils had :iee:i lil;i: di r;. -il accotdme; lo circumstances, we re- 
solved to modify it so that the respomabi.by widen was provided in 
tho charter, but which was net a reality in oiled, should he made 
real; and thai could only he done hy substituting individuals for 
Collective anil general bodies. There wi.ro some other measures, 
with the details of which I saail mil. abase your allenlioo. Thus we 
had participation of the nobles in all public dnlies and laxation; of 
the people in their general rights and responsibility in government. 
A deputation, of which f was a member, headed oy Ine A re- lid like 
I'ala.iine, was sen! to Vienna, in the name of ihe fulure of Hungary 
ami of Austria, and of die peace and happiness and traTiniuilii.y of 
Hungary, to ask the sanction of the Kin a 1 to these propositions. We 
were also instructed to ask the Emperor lo restore to our frientls in 
the other nations, and lo our fettered brothers in Austria, their con- 
stitutional rights, and to interpose the word of Hungary in their 
favor. The agitation was ihen groat in Vienna, as almost it was in 
every other country in Europe, save this England only, which, 
having once established us peace by revolution, can enjoy ils public 
iioerdes without any desire lor another. Here all was quiet-- on the 
cootineii: all was movement. The Government of Austria, still hesi- 
tated to give us our rights. T went up to tho Imperial pabi.ee, and 1 
told Ibem there that if the deputation was kept long waking I weald 
not guarantee on myself what the cnuseijie'nces. would he, or that 
the movement tiiat was taking pla.ee would not reach 1 tungary if we 
were discomfited and disappointed in our just expectations, and i 
therefore entreated '..hem to do us justice. They promised they 
would do so. if only Vienna was qmet, but. that they did not wish tl 
lo appear that the bouse of .! f.ipsbnrg was eompoded, by its fears, to 
be just and generous. 

This was one of the moments in which I, in my own huir.bl^ per- 
son, was a. strange example of the various changes of human lite. 
Myself, an nnmi.de, unpretending sou of modes!. Hungary, was in the 
condition that I had the existence 'if tho house of itajislaeg and ail 
its crowns here in my hand. [M. Kossuth here wretched out ins 
arm with clenched fist across the table.] I told them, " Be jnst to 
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m.v fatherland, and T will give you peace and tranquillity in Vienna." 
Tlu-;v p-i.iiniMxl me 'ii be just, and) gave them peace aiai trae.(;uiJily 
in Vii'[];iih i:i twenty-four hours ; and before tins eternal God, wdio will 
niiiko responsible In Him my soul— be [i no history, the independent 
juleo of men and events, I have a right lo say liie hoH.se of Hups- 
imrg l:ii-. tn thank its existence In me. At lasi sanction was given ; 
but "while we received the promise of 1.! 1 king in una room, in the. 
oilier room the l>itchass Sopiiia, mother of liie present king, and 
sister ol' Francis Joseph, was plowing with Melterkcii how 10 "'el rid 
of this word auil sanction, dn a few i.'nys uii.erwards, the king, who 
was a. ft or wards deposed, came S.o I'resburg, and saueiionod publicly 
Our laws. I was there as ;i member of tin; ministry, in which J was 
what, you cab first Lord of the Treasury, which 1 was ioroed to ac- 
cept. I say so, because I can call the public knowledge of my 
nation— my enemies in my nation as well as my friends— that I 
always considered oiliee a nd power as a burden, and'as no glory gbut 
that it was myself wda>. b: lore jKiiii.'f up to Vienna with the laws for 
Kiiiicilon. said" to the people of i'reshurg (assembled beiow) from the 
balcony, taking Louis Iktoyaiiy, my poor friend, by the hand,— 
" Don'I cheer triys.-df. Here "is the man who shall bo— who must 
be, lirst minister, President of Hungary ;" lint JSutthya.ny refused to 
accept ii : so I wa.s forced lo accepl it ; a.iul I state -his because I see 
it is said in .some payors llim I made myself mmister. We came 
down 1.0 Pesth, and in' a few days after the Serbs revoked— stirred up, 
asil was quite cleat! v proved afterwards, :>v ike intrigues of ihe Cama- 
rilla of Vienna. They look for pretext, that in the d'iplomes there was 
a treaty that a part of Hungary, oniiiainingsbnit:. jilKi.d'.Jil people, was 
given 1.0 litem; which nobody denied ; but their design was, as is 
now quite clear, lo separate mat pare, of Hungary, and to torn, in 
separate provinces the liana: and liuehna.. (hough i.hov contain 
;!,0;;n,0i),) udiubil.anls, out of which only about 300,000 or 400,000 
are Serbs ; some are Wallachiaits. some speak the Gorman tongue ; 
hut the Hungarian govcrnmenl seeing ikere must be some plot by 
which the pour people in'ii' misled, dill run employ all ike necessary 
slrenglh to suppress it ; besides, I must also state that one of the 
chief political man amy res of Mettornieh was ever and ever to op- 
press one nation by another ; but our army was drawn out of the 
land — one part in Bohemia., one in T'aly — and wii had German, Polish, 
and W'aliachian troops in Hungary. Without entering into details, 
1 will only stale that the revolt spread ilse'.f over Croa:ia, which de- 
clared il was independent of Hungary, without any reason at all. 
Audi will state thai the bend of 1 his revolt of the. Serbs and Croats was 
the Hail .Tel Which. We entreated the King 10 give his command to 
convoke Parliament, in order 10 take measures against :bese internal 
disturbers. The King gave his consent, and I, as Minister of Slate, 
stood by the side of the Archduke Palatine wdieu he received lite onlor 
'*!' ike King, who kid find, from Vienna iolnn^ptuck, where he had been 
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visited by a deputation from Poslb, soot by tiio Biol., inviliiig Lirii !ii 
conio to Euda, to rely oh them, and that they would defend him 

asjaiiisl. half inn iviji'id ; and it has boon proved tha.t the Hungarians 
can defend tin; Crown. ] stood by the side of die Archduke Palatine 
when ho load the declaration ot the King, lliiii he seleamiy t :( > r n 1 1.? e n n.- 
ei! the d;i irmalde c-ilnrts i. i Jcllaanioli, ai.d 'if tao Herbs, and C reals, 
and Wahachiaos, who bin! rebelled against l.ho common liberty of 
the laud, which taoy enjoy nil, who out any f I i ~ ;. i 1 [ o ; i : i ; ) o:' I no hog.cigo 
they rai;;!it use, or the church In w-hioh thoy belonged. At that 
very lime that lac iaders worn given by tin. 1 Ministers nf I'lurigiiry 1.i> 

Gtt down this revolt, against the law, and thai the King had convoked 
s fiikhfti: Parliament nf Hungary, to provide us woii for tno £rmya.i 
for the Ihianoia.l moan-, to defend and prolecl. lac realm: l.hal was 
done ; and in tin' coui'oeation of tan kingdom 1 sa',v one of [lie grand- 
est sights of to.v l::e. when nearly dan haiaired •.'eiiresonu:- lives rose 
as one man, and slopping in:: in ihe address which I was making, 
declared, " You shall have it- you shall have at! you want." 

While we worn engaged in making loose log.isialive provisions, 
the battle of Novarro, or r;;tiier toe bat.tle of Oostianga, was woa by 
the armies of Ausl.ria, and l.no house ol'.l.iapslutrg was saved. Now 
was the moment to crash Hungary. Tim Kin;: issued a a reclama- 
tion in which .lellaoiiich, wiio bail been proclaimed a trailer lo Ids 
country, was landed as hi* most faithful servant, ami tbanks wore 
given to him for bis services, ami in which lac King begged him to go 
on against Ibo Hungarians. There was not an honest man in the 
world who would not pronoimco again.-' such an act as that. We 
had no army — not more than 5000 iiicti — he came down upon us 
v.iib 30,000' men. We met him. We took wilh our a nay, two 
generals, 3:?,000 men. and their artillery; ami tiiis we did with 
people armed vyiiii scythes and wid.nul discipline, .lollachich him- 
self. seeking lor a true..' of Iivh days only, obiaiocd it; and in the 
meantime breaking iiis word of fi.ir.or and ids faith, be mace lbs es- 
cape. We followed him. I was President of the Game:!, because. 
at the time there was no Ministry, for tiio ministers had resigned as 
soon as tiio King issued bis proclamation. How could tney continue 
to act as ministers with -.tie!, an order from the King. 

Now canto an order that. Parliament should bo dissolved, v.hieh 
was forbidden by the constinilion and by I In; laws, as ;!ic budget was 
not fixed; and further, the order stated that the Kiiii.'- superseding 
all constitutional rights, gave, as to his altrr ego, Jollachich power 
f.o govern Hungary as Dictator — that, very .lellacbich wiiom ho bad 
declared to be a trailer. We said, when wo received this order — 
this is no order at all, it is not signed by a. responsible Itui'isier — 
ParUamcol citooe-i be dissolved, because the budget- is net yet fixed, 
and I be Ministry liaciug resigned stops most be taken to em id lief our 
defence. Jo'.hi.okiob escaped towarns Vienna — I ordered to follow 
him. When he came to the frontier of Austria, I sent up instruc- 



i by Google 



Si-2 



I WINCIIBSTBJl. 



tions to ilie officer in command of tho army to send to the com- 
mander (.if tlie Austrian army that ho miiflit. be linked k> respect the 
law of neiitialily, ami not to' give any shelter to those who hid re 
vol'od ;i u-aiijfil. us ; but the Aus'.rians nut uiiiy prolocled him. bill, bis 
troops mined llie Austrian army. The: A u.si'ria.n army joined him — 
the si''jr;: of Vienna was made, am! alter that those iw'o armies cu.mo 
into ! Iu:i;{ii.ry under tlio command ■ ■ if Wiimiseheiau, calling us, and 
ospeeiimy my linmhie self, rebels. Wc n n po.se d : we struggled ; 
we foughi battles; history will mil how; hut s:iil'l must add' one 
siugio l.niu^, and that is, 'that though we had been vielorious, defeat 
ed the Imperial armies in repealed battles, ihumgh the Emperor of 
Austria issued a proclamation, dated tlio 4:b el' March, 1849, when 
he. relying on the false report of the Camarilla of si victory in n 
ba-.-.le ihat never was won, deela.red, by one scratch of his pen, i.liiit 
lie biolmd mil Hungary from the list of milieus, thai lha.l. kingdom 
no mere existed, thai, ii.s constitution was tern tip, and that Hungary 
wa.s declared id be iueorporamd in the Austrian empire and ruled 
according 10 the laws which his good pleasure would give — notwith- 
standing v.'C? had neaieu our enemies— -notwithstanding this procla- 
;naUo:i which severed all lies between Austria, and Hungary— still 
we did not even proclaim a rupture with the house of JJapsburg. 
When did I make i.he propose! no m. ire to ac know led ire I ho house of 
Hapshurg? When 1 got true and exact inleliigenee that the Rtis- 
shi.u intervention was decided on, end had boon accepted ; and when 
I had got, I am sorry fe say, the intelligence thai, in order to avoid 
this Russian intervention, 'we had no help in the world— from no- 
body — no, not one. — [Hero, overcome by irrepressible emotion, the 
voice of 31. Kossuth faltered; he hurst inlo tears, and for soma 
luoioenls was ineapable of proceeding, while ;i hurst of sympathy 
broke from the assembly. As soon as be had recovered, he pro- 
ceeded, sti'.Iagiliued. "I— then T considered matters, in my conscience, 
a.ed I eanie 'o the resolution that either my nation must submit to 
tho deadly stroke aimed at her life, or, if we were not cowards 
enough, not base enough to accept this suicide, it would not be 
amiss to nut as ihe reward of our struggles — our fatal struggles— 
Ikat which si mu Id have ihe merit of being worthy the sacrifice of 
the people ; and if we iia.d to contest with two en-en; empires, if wo 
had no one to help us, if we had no friend, and to contest in our 
strugg.es for iuo liberties of Europe, because now the Hungarian 
question rose .Europe high ; ii assumed tbe dignily of an European 
question— if it was mir'fate to si niggle !'or the liaerlie.s of Europe, 
as once we had struggled for her Cbrisiianily, and if God should 
bless us, T proposed as a reward the hu'eeondeneo of Mnnga.rv, and 
it was accepted. That is I.he sla.iemenl, the brief— no, no; the' brief, 
hiit tho irue statement of the relations between Hungary and Aus- 
tria. What was the result. 1 How we fell— let me not spea !; about 
it (after a pause)— that is a matter of too deep sorrow to dwell on. 
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So mud. I can say, that, though forsaken by the whole world, I am 

„„ dehi i!v, hat !. the fl.uau.ier el llanairy, aha had the I....1 a 
,1,1, „.„.„!' ran.... had rat l;,enllies en.a.eh ta nuilah Russian dr- 
,,'aiiiaa, which knew Lew ta iiitrmlia... l.oaa.to int.. tar earn,. 

iaa had 1 haaa eaeable avaa t ....use all ;he.e aavaaaas, w, 

,l,ai!d art have l.liaa. A, it en yaa haaa the ho.ru a H.psburg 
1 , , ,t,.rl, 

ia,.,,.:,,. ,aa amenta tv taa aa.iat aal a, , a. las .aaaea I , I v.l. 
it, ml, tla: Car .ra.ii.l not thre.uon aim; portion at ilia aaahl 
when/the prayer, ta hhrrlr ri-e up from la„ .-.. a ...... My 

id.d-if tha pe„ple at lraalai.,1 aaal'al o.i.y oe.a.l, that aia l,a,n.. 

should not I , J"l d .:Si d 

.„„ aula aia. Slap — ad iiollini;; moio-tha haaal ta la l.i.tn. .., 

I ho,v...!d t »,lhh,«,„lo„lhe,.eel,,» 1 n,„ary, we„M tv , 

,,„ll.e.i. and llaaaaty. i a,„ ,.»t,a would live r,,,ow aulge enough 

t-alliaaaaala i ea.::, S a aaoaah, la oaao.i at r. own domestic 

a, a, a a, ia, astaaa e,;i,l „i aaaiv aaaaalllita waad,aad 

to put dot, 1 , 

ill 1 fear 1 hare u.e.l ye, 

V, intt-iu™ w„. ta .how von Ida past af .ay country was wa.rliy 
af'vaur genera... saa[,a.ai.a, tiaaaasa a h„„ STiaya ad ... a ..... 
rahse, it'll.- ataaaad valiamiy for U< nataaa., -a-l.ta »' f, 
anaa laa, ihata is'l... ra.iitiaallai) ...at.. 1". .ha people. 1 tad a taa 
case of my 

,,,|1, V a,r'thl. paiia expa.itieaof 1'aala 'Ha pa .da 'no red is 

..,,,. hpia, aaa haaa. ; ;„„ a..-, has 'taa. Isasua, a. tut' aad.a'.a- 
iaa ae.aon,' Whan hai.tne no ynur sha...., I was received by my 
1, ud I.i, ...1 the .lltvat. Via fntl.ar at tha anaataiaita, b.o.l.o. la ll.a 
opp.e.se.1. itaap,- i. da nalion what., sac. met. as hense from 
tie people, for 1 have haaal that d 1. am a. la Jtlora-. .aal I... has 
..,,., hv hi, own tn.aat, bv I.i. .... a ner.ov...a.)ee. by la. aaa. ...- 

,;,,', aaa Ida people; and M is H- glory of England, that sue), 

a,;.,, Sains ion. the peaple .tab. the love aad ...» eoal.ilecee a. tarn 
e.aniare.an. Let nt... m rot.irnii." .ay bast tb.nh., tny hf.ttti-lt 
,el.,„wa.,l,;„.e„.s a,, f,n reeeplie,, yaa litre Jan. me, propose 

with the deepest affection and respect, "The health of the Mayor 
of Southamptott" 
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This is the second festive occasion on which I have had the honor 
to express my most sincere thanks to the Mayor and Corporation of 
Southampton, for the generous welcome wilh which they favor me, 
and to all the gentlemen for the sympathy wi'.h which ihev join this 
denioiirit.rit1.rou. Hod has awarded two ljlo.ssiiiys to thiiwi whom 
He has elected— hi iris in heaven, and freedom on earth. May you all 
— may your nation he blessed by both the^f blessings. 

No man, aware, of the value of'his desiiny, can live satisfied with- 
out freedom ; but he to whom God has granted freedom, he has got 
all, if he has got the mind and tho will to use hiri freedom for The 
development of his happiness with no consistent a.u insertion as tho 
English people do. This is the basis upon which Lingual has 
grown a paradise on earth, on which lite eye and the henrl rest with 
joy, and which mast strengthen the desire in every foreigner to be- 
e likewise free, and, by becoming such, to be endowed wild the 
'"•"y of converting other parts of the world into a paradise BUr,h 
B3 Eingiand is. During all my life I had liu;. one leading idea — lib- 
erty. It was the aim of'iny lite — Hie aiia of my exist once — to secure 
its blessings to my people, though I knew th'ese b.esshigs hut hi- 
stinetivcly. \ow that I behold England. I see how liberty ennobles 
men and beautifies nature. 

How should I, then, not be douhly determined — in spite of si) 
danger, in spite of all difficulties— to endure. ,o act, to struggle, anl 
if it. nuisr he, to die, lliat my people should become free— my iieojde, 
of which I can say, wil.ii deeply fell satisfaciiou, thai there is no 
people on earth which deserves better to be free ? But besides the 
bliss of liberty, ffen '.lemon, there is also a. glory allotted to yoit; 
this is. iln> proud posh ion, which the flny'isn hold, not only to bear 
good-will to tlio-e who do not enjoy their l-appiiit'=i but also to ofiel 
their hand to their less fortunate brethren. 

Geiiileincn, ibis, is a greiu glory, it raises the dignity of men. 
Being in [hat position, you, in your national capacity, carry into l'*e, 
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even in your relations and feelings towards oilier countries, the divine 
doctrine of our Saviour—" Tkni sha.;t love ;hy neighbor as thyself." 
It is only thus that 1 c:iu explain the gram! phenomenon, dao. so 
manv oolf.e-mitided mo:i, dhtereni. in nt:in and station, but united all 
in ihe love and eriioymeul of freedom, that tlioy all join in l.he ex- 
pression of their sympathy for the principles of freedom of whic.t 
!l:ov cl;no-,e lo eoits'idcr me" an huiubie rep-eseril.al.ive. Yes, it is so, 
T can explain that oven those honorable classes, whose only capital 
is ilieir honest labor and ilu-ir tone, l.hev ,-.op their work ami sacrifice 
their time to express with tha.tnot.de instinct of (lie people b;:fore 
which every individnal grandeur hows, Unit the greal^ principles 
of dberry can reckon on tan synniatoies of die people of Copland. 

And there is a. reason wkv iuey can pisdy reckon 0:1 ike sym- 
pathies of ike worlilng classes, for without liberty there can exist no 
ki.siiii"' social order, so iurlispeusrdf.o thai overvhorlv may enjoy mi full 
'.i-ciriiv the fruits of liis labor. Wilnoitt liberty taore is no lick! ior 
productive iabor, such as benefits those who work. YVh.uoul. liberty 
there is no personal security, and no security for property. And if 
it is not the aim of socreiv 10 open a field for productive kboT.to 
gram, security to tiro person ;:.nd properly, sad by this to develop 
man's mind, and to ennoble man's heart— if lids bo not lire aim of 
human society, thou I i.fo no:, knoiv wlm.l aim it can have. Bui it H 
also not. without reason that nil the classes of England are unicei! i:i 
sympadiy, in order thin laal liberty, which, under dilierem forms of 
government hor similar instn.ulious, is the bliss ;nn! the pride of the 
Finnish race in both hemispheres, should likewise 1)0 allowed to or .ier 
nations, to eu|oy it nui.lcr a government, which besi sot's their wishes 
am: their wants. 1: is notwkkout reason this sympathy, not only 
because there is 11 mural sokdarry in ihe de:-ti:iie, of the iiafion,, but 
also because wuere die prodacle.'c powers of a people bring forth 
more than l.hev can consume— as is t.ho case in England— such it 
country tons:, have free iulereoi.trse and an unhuerraplcd huorehauge 
of communication with tire world, in order lo secure the benefits of 
its labor, that by the stoppage of one cbii.onol there should net arise 
plethora no less dangerous than consumption. 

Now, without the ditertv of Europe there is no liberty of trade. 
Ali despots fear Tree trade, beciiuse the liberie of commerce is the 
"■'■'at vobioif of polhieal liberty. Free lra.de is omy possible w;th 
tree Europe. I hop!: 1 am not wrong in touching iikewise on this 
material side of lite question. 1 feci I hat it is fortunate as well aa 
-dorious when the material interests of a great nalion are identical 
with the interests of the freedom of the world. This is a providen- 
tial law. Even a single community can but enjoy weifare -jud 
seeu>iiv when the interests uf the whole are io harmony with the 
interests of ihe individuals. Voi.r sound judgment, gentlemen, and 
your comprehensive views m:d;e it trnneces^-vy fur me !o develop all 
I eould say about the connection of the material interests of England 
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with the liberty of the continent. Be it sufficient to express my 
views in a few dry but truthful words. 

Tlit! principle of all evil oil die continent is the despotic and en- 
croacning sjiirh of the Russian power. There is the piiiur which 
supjioris everyone who wishes to eslai,lish hisai ibitious swuy 0:1 die 
snllerings of naiions, raising himself oil the ruin; 0!' iheir libcr.y. 
Russia is the reek which breaks every sigh for freedom, and tins 
Russian power is llie sumo which England enooumers io her wiiy, 



si every point— in Pokiu and in Herat, althc Ifospuorus and o 

Sound, on J .he ,\iie and on llie Danube, und all over the continent of 
Europe. Even Jesuitism, which in latter times has again begun to 
raise its head, is employed in support of Russia. We are in the 
neighborhood of a juvii.!. eeimtry which uufortuna'.elv does ool enjoy 
i.iie fruits of suiu-owfal times and grva:. sufferings. The Jesuit party 
in France threaten that country wil.ii die Cossacks, Even here, in 
tnis jilorious country, a. question connected with Ibis not long ago was 
a.geuied, as well in the public opinion a-- io Parliament," 1 know 
what is convenient to myself iinil cue to you, I will not enter into 
thai question. ! will only state one curious coincidence — lama 
Protestant. I :nn a Protestant not only by birth but by conviction. I 
am a hum ale n:e:u ior of n nation, the majority of which Is composed 
of Catholics, and it is not the least glory of my nation that in all 
times we have fought and bled for regions liberty- --Catholics as 
devotedly as Proiesia.nts. The rights and freedom of the Pre '.est an Is 
were always strongly opjiosetl by the house of Hapsburg. That 
house had always in history been closely united widi (lie "spirit of 
Jesuitism ; liul llie freedom of i'roteslami--ai had been established Uv 
treaties gained by the swords of viciorioiLs Hungary. 

Scarcely had Russf.i restored the house of Hapsburg by putting 
its foot on the neck of I Ivuigary, when the first act of that house 
was to spill noble blood by the liands of the hangman, and in second 
was 10 tles-.roy -die rights of tiie Protestant religion in Hungary. The 
kings of [IuuL'-iiry in former times were always anxious 00; to al'.ow 
any inedflhng of the Court of Heme in the 'temporal affairs of Iho 
Catholic Church, and a glorious icng, Madras (Jorvinus, a Hunga- 
rian by bird:, once used "these words to the Pope—" Your I (olinoss 
must remember tiiat we bear two crosses on our ensign, anil we will 
make our cresses pikes before we allow you to mk yourself up with 
the affairs of our church." Since Russia had restored the nouse of 
H.ip.-biirg, for a brief time the Jesuits have obtained full power to 
act. The encroaching spirit of Russia is iha.i. which every man in 
Europe relies on who wishes to do wrong. Toe identity of the in- 
terests of England with the iir.eresls ol" the h'aerly of Europ.-'. nh.o.s 
me the hope that the generous sympathy which J have die honor 1o 
meet, with wid not remain an empty sound, that it will net remain 
without practical resu'.is for my poor country — for humanity. There 
is no party in England which c;i.:idei:y it, that the armed inicrvenlio;; 



i by Google 



(if Russia in the atlalis of Hangary has increased beyond measure 
the preponderance of Russia tin the continent, while a.'. l.hesunie lime 
it lias violated the sacred principle of the independent tight of nations 
to dispose of their domestic concerns. Il can, therefore, hardly be 
denied that, as long an Hungary is not restored to liberty and to in- 
dependence, the weight of ftussiau preponderance over Europe will 
not sueside. but will increase. 

And what is it which 1 request in the name of my poor country, 
and in the interest oflho oppressed people of Europe, kouLlho great, 
fief', and powerful I'ju^l i^Pi nation ? Is it that Engln.iu! sunuid mho 
up n.rms for the restoration of Hungary ? Oh no ! AH I request, 
am! all 1 hope, is only dial. Eutjlaad snniik! not abandon the weight 
which in Europe is due to bet; that England should not grant a 
charter to l.be Czar to dispose of il jc: destinies of the world. Public 
opinion in I'aiglnui' can establish it as a- loading principle in acknowl- 
edging (lie fundamental right of every naiion to dispose of itself, not 
to allow l in; Oar to interfere wills the domes'ic ail'iurs of liie nations 
of Europe, l'eople of mighty Albion ! this it is, and no:l.ing more, 
which oppressed Inimatiiiy expect-, entreats, and bones for. As to 
the rest, leave il. to the nations of I'lurope themselves. 

Austria — lull no, I can't say Austria — T love, T esteem the people 
of Austria as niy own brethren" ; I feel their griefs a. s keouly as. those 
of my own people, n.nd i have washes ami hopes for their future as 
fervent as those lor my own nation, I have the right to say so. My 
life is a.u open hook, anil the judgment on it will be pronounced by 
disinterested history, and neither by the hirelings of tile house of 
Austria, nor by party spirit, nor by blind passion, as. also not hythose 
base, absurd enhunnies, which in iny position could net niv.urady fail 
to be launched sgnhisi me, but still' which 1 regret, not for myself, 
beeae.se Ibey cun = but enhance lite uifecl.iou of every generous man, 
it being so natural to fool revolted at such mean, base work ; but I 
regret litem because il is no consolatory view to see our fellow- 
creatures so delight in such foul calumnies which mast offend the 
self-esleeni of my people which chose me to he its chief. I am sur- 
prised to find thus:: calumnies, even in places wiiere I hat! in .r expect- 
ed tlle.m. Il maybe, that relying en the aflecion '.hie. my people has 
for mo — and they ;i re a moral people, that never can be said in any 
instance io havo'given their ennfiileuee and love to a man who is not 
an honest man— il. maybe thai for this rev.son it is supposed I will not 
entreat the protection of the law of England. I will, however, con- 
sider the mailer as soon as my duties to my fatherland leave me a 
single moment to myself. Still, as i said, it is history will puss a 
verdict on ine ; and so T have the right to say before (led and man- 
kind, that the people of Austria never iiad nor have a warmer friend 
than myself. 

It is, therefore, not in regard to Austria, but to the house ol Ham- 
burg, that i wish to say some few words ; and all I will say of it is, that 
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Its perjury, with which it has violated the rights of :,'.i itsnatiwa, 1 !* 
doomed it to destruction. There is a. Coil i:i heaven, and therefore 
there must bo justice on earth. The house of Acstria, bavin;; for- 
feited even the possibility of Ilia love of the nations h. rules, lias lost 
the basis for its existence. Bayonet* a.ione im no huds, tor ihc sol- 
dier belongs also to the people, and the soldier thinks likewise. 
Tht' continued ioans ait' no basis ; they load rather to bankruptcy. 
What is it, then, np;i;i v.iiich re-is llie house of Austria? It is Oil 
nothing else than its master the U/isr, iimund whom the house of 
Austria moves as an obedient satellite. But while the Hapsburg 
dynasty can have no future, the people of Hungry has a. but are yet, 
because it deserves id lite ; it has a future, because it has vitality ; 
it has a future, because its independence is a necessity to the freedom 
of Europe. 

To me every occasion is v:'.!'i:ihh> in which 1 can, by feeble words, 
and not by the power of eloquence — for you sec I designedly cm- 
ploy no eloquence, but only a, simple statement, of facts, and ;be 
sound logic of a common inidcrstniiLimg— discuss ihe matters of my 
poor native land; and your generosity would enable me to do so 
Still longer, but f suffer from a sick chesi, and aal net much capable 
of speaking without bad consen-iencos, ::n! t'lijrc'ijj'u I beg leave to 
ask yen to charge your glasses. It is to the future of my country 
that! devote the activity which I have regained by my liberty from 
the bondage in Asia ; tied litis my liberation is, in the first place, 
due to the noble feelings of rite Suhan, who, in spite of Lite arrogant 
threats of Russia and Austria, has protee-ed my li'i.' and the life of 
my companions — who later yielded, but with sorrow, to the pressure 
of the circumstances which hail iiireci lii:n to surround hi, 1 aosaieiiity 
by detention — and who, at last, raising himself by the magnanimity 
of his inspirations, and his resneci ("or tlie rights c! humanity, above 
all threats, restored me to liberty in the most dignified manner. But, 
expressing my grateful acknowledgments It) Turkey, I may also 
return my deeply felt thanks for the miigiambnons interference of 
the Governments of Great Britain and the United States of America 
n such a high and generous manner, supported by the public spirit 

' ■ '-Othc< ' ' ,■:■■., 



of the people in both countries, a -id eve:i sam.'lioiieil by the magnani- 
mous resolution of Congress, in obtaining the liberation of myself 
and. of my associates. It is, tit ere tore, with the warmest feelings of 
a grateful heart I propose the toast — " England, tlie United States, 
and Turkey." 
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My Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons of the great and glori- 

on- i-irv i)l' Lomlou in Common Council assembled, 1 s'.op Jilu theso 
halts overpowered wiih sontituenls in respect lo that honor which I 
was aware Llint il. (IJio cernor.itiou) udMineed w-.o. aere. am! overpow- 
ered bv tth;it i hurt seen ili tliu streets of l.hc groat and jv:or:oiL> ci:y 
of London, norma" forth itioi.isiuuh and Ibonsmms ak.er me, by no 
o'iif'f ino'ive tin: mdv to tji:iii:L<?.-iC tiio s.ynuM:uy of the people of 
I I I t m Tl it i, i view, my I mf 
ttorvWi'i'. Am oi' Lope for 'ho oppressed— hid ot er,n;-;ula:-.ou air 
oiird<"'.--[]-t"irl]^[' u:UiLi:i. .\ 1'ior ijavisw seen ihe.se am mleslaiKEiis 
hor-\T mav ho allowed to a.sk— wdio are tiio*' oppres„nrs o( die 
world llmhillovelniit tin: sympathy "1 die peop.e ol England will 
melt away in the- breo/.o li!iw the smii of a girl > 1 hop-., [roiii the 
mudy -ciW of dm -looidoof Kokand. I tint lids sympathy will tic tlio 
nimmet. end for die [iteration of tlic world. Tl. is a proud mement 
of mv life ro have loo bji«4.]i honor and the oio,t impeia-iut liommi lo 
have'ilds ^morons address, bv uddcli yon, iny Lull! .Mayor, Alder- 
jii'-'n and Coaimens ol dioci'vof London, in Cooiinoii Conn;:a as- 
so'mted 'i;' ve. oieased in such solemn manner, and in such ^onerous 
wools ro assure me :li;U von have walciiod the. past ^imgi/les of 
Ifi.iiLMi-v ■;.!■ iVood mi nudWepeuiteneo which it was my destiny lo 
l^n-ll-tiuu you huve watcher! iliose st.ru.™. en in:n deep interest— 
that vou eu'erlaiu warm wddies for the future of that noble cause 
wuv'h ii. was lhe object of those struggle* to seenro lo my native 
limd and lliai you hearvKv oou[;r;;L;il;:io in.- ou my Lbenui.a, lorn, 
raeiivi'v.wiindihenrhhh .:on;jTaMd;mo:i am: neeem;,auy:i^ Lomcroiis 
■ vr'rn-iui can of course only have reference to my regained ad.iMl._v, 
to he devoted to dint, noble cause, the past ol which you honored by 
your lively interest, and the future of which you insure by your 
washes and sympathy. 

Thatbem'/the character of the present solemnity, whi.e I express. 
my most sincere, my most fervent thanks, in the name of my nation, 
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for my country as well' as for myself, I beg leave to state that even 

wer.il anib.iiuiis !.o be willing to have a personal share out. of the 
mp-l- nonoi- of ibis solemn occasion (which I am nr-jt, jjiiv[ij-i- r J i o only 
amlm.on not in know find not to feel an u 11 n I 1 i ill, 
wen- I a:abii;oi;s. the character of this solemnity is so distinguished. 
that I must feel it my duty at once to abandon any ]>ofsi>r7iLl *i-.ih, 
and in entreat you to give me ;! eu or:. :h permissioo in exaressber my 
m-.-en.ude ;j: once lo enter iuloliml. which I eoiLsiil.tr t!io real meanine- 
ol these demonstrations to be. Of course. I mtisl :i. ■>:iLn entreat and 
b.a |iardon tor my bud I:lii;.;ii;]^ ; us wei: as also tliiit I will Lie in no 
way able lo answer your expeeta'ions. .Uy oast days have been 
very much occupied ; my brains are Ciller; iv'il.h ideas/but I do not 
know how I can, how I will succeed u> find words for them. 

Kov, T , as to the true meaning of the present demonstration — my 
opininn is (hat lin- corporation of the cii.v of London, lawfully repre- 
sented by il.s municipal anthoiilles, could not bavo intended to bo- 
slow those words of honor to a man, hiil. lo a nrhieiple. Every side 
oi luo present r'omoiisl.raiiou is a principle. The corporation of the 
City ot London is not an agfor^i'iijn, on the present occasion, of 
men; bnt the corporation is a principle. Even the place where J 
liiive now (he honor (o bow heforo yor : . my Lord Mayor and Gentle- 
men, even the place is a principle ;"ain: mv-iolf as well as my coun- 
trymen who surround mo, faithful associates in our past Mne.xlos. 
present suilbrin^s. anil future hopes — even wo arc no men here ; wo 
are a principle. This bein^ (he tiaie nature of the case, T hoi: leave 
bumbiy lo consider what is the place where 1 stand, who are tho.se 
woo bes'ow open me the honor of bos dav.and what is the object of 
this de i nons.t ration. .My Lord and Gankonien, 1 bare put. the ques- 
tion to myself— what, is the place where 1 have (be honor lobe? 
London— ihe metropolis- of Lnebind ; London-— 1.1 so metropolis of the 
world. That is no compliment, bin (he most serious Irnlb ; London 
is the metropolis of the world, because there is no place, no city in 
the world, vJnch is so strongly and so ini.iinalelv connecicd. in many 
respocts, whh the whole worid as London is. There is .scarcely any 
place— no country of" course— the movement and the (ran, pi in he. the. 
present, and the future el" which, would not meet, some interest her; 
in London connected with ir. London is the heart of the world, 
which, like thai metropolis of the human constitution, cannot fail hi 
partake a feeling of the leas: impediment in the circuhiiion at the re- 
motest parts ofi.ho world. It is the place to whose vibrating- centre 
toe most distant links curry back (.ho title of life. I believe no mun 
in the world can charge me with the iiKen'ion of making a comnli- 
ru.nt when T say London is the metropolis of (he work?. London 
being ilie mel.ropohs of the world, there is no place, no other city in 
the earth, which has such sirens.' motives t 

in tin; condition of foreign niitions and the foreign affairs of this 
country. Having a due sentiment of what is due to England from 
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me here, and what is convenient to me so long a; I have the honoi 
to ou : o\- ihe nroieoileu of English laws, \ ■.- 1 l j - - 1 l make ~ J m H Hungarian 
free in. "touching tin' I'ltgllsh soil — so long as t am H|imi the English 
soil. I will never interfere in t.he interior affairs of England. 

The Qili 1 of my country making one jiai'l. of llie foreign relations 
of England, perhaps I i:i;iy h; excused warn T vonl.ai'o u single re- 
mark-that .[ believe every ape ha.s its necessities, and every position 
Is conditions. At the present moment I conlidently stale thai 
among nil tlio interior t:ues!ioos of England, there is uol ;i. single one 
which could outweigh in jm;iur1.;; oi:e this question to the whole of 
England ; and in rcgitrd 10 London, ike me!ro|io!is of the world — to 
London, foreign nfi.hiis cnusnltule a very question of life. The city 
of London, aware of this position of being ihe metropolis of tbe 
world, and consequently aware of the necessity to wui.eh attentively 
i'iir.ioii affairs, and the condition of foreign countries, uas bestowed 
the bench'', and the honor to bo attentive to the ciuise of freeiloin. 
In consequence ni this attention, yon bes'owed your interest upon the 
past struggles of Hungary, because you saw our cause to lie just, 
righleoti.s. and in harmony wiiii iiiose mighty interests wdiich are 
embodied in the city of Loudon ; and, therefore, you united wish your 
interest for the past your wishes for the future. And here : iny Lord 
itfayor and Gentlemen, yon meet iny first request. Let not these 
wishes, this sympal.ln , remain a barren won!. Von have ihe power 
to do so— -give to oppressed humanity your helping hand. 

I cannot forhcar, lu.vhig spoken some words on the iinporranci; of 
foreign alliiirs, and especially in respeel to the city of London, :■.!«:,- 
iny that 1 believe tbe time (haws near when, for Ihe whole world in 
the management of diplomacy, a radical change must take place. 
The oasis of diplomacy has been scoresy ; and there is ihe triumph 
of absolutism, and the mi-d'or(une ofa free people. I hope soon this 
will cease, and foreign aliuirs will be conducted by that power which 
most be ihe ruling one in a constitutional government- .-public opin- 
ion. I scarcely can see how it is possibie that t.iis principle of site 
secresy of diplomacy got. ground, nol io England only, hut through- 
out the wdioie world, when a question of u single penny of the na- 
tioua! property could not he disposed of without the consent of the 
people, How are the interests of the eoiov.ry guarded and carried 
tint in respect of these foreign affairs ? There is a secresy which 
would he dangerous to the interests of the couu-ry and to eousiim- 
liieiil l:l;eri.y 10 develop. Not oniy th^t "die peonie skoidii not kr.ow 
how its interests are treated, Inn even after the lime is past, they 
should be told, " The dinner has been prepared and ealen, and tbe 
people has nothing to do bat. 10 digest tin 1 consequences." What is 
the principle of all evil in Euvoac 7 The encroaching spirit of Rus- 
sia. And by what power has Russia become so mighty? By its 
arms? No; the arms of Russia are below those of nuiay Powers, 
It has become almost omuipolenl — al leasl very dangerous to liberty 
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by diplomatic intrigues. Now, agains:. the secve< intrigues of di- 
plomacy there is no surer safeguard, or more powerful counterac- 
tion, than public opinion. This ran;! bs opposed io intrigues, and 
intrigues arc then of no wn^i! in ■ I l o destinies of hi [inanity. You 
will excuse inc. my Lord mid Gontlomcn, for those bints. I hope 
the hlmi-ish people will fuel the tratii of these humble remarks, and 
that thoy will not be quite forgotten. 

Besides, London beiui>' ilie mei.ropo-is of the world, I know Lon- 
don to be the seal of l.lio cons'.irmioral (J ovorn infill in id of the Parlia- 
ment. Hero again 1 meet a principle. 1 believe that. London, ae.ug 
the seat of thi: consul ulioriai Government anil the free Legislature 
of Great. Tiriinin and Ireland, is mure strongly than whatever oilior 
p'.acc in the world idemitied with (ho jiriiLciplo of free legislation, 
e'uuucipaung the whole world from nrburary power; no place in 
the world oan bo so much iul.cres-i.ed in freedom as London. As in 
one family, as in oao commuuiLy. as in ono country: tilings and a-;- 
fairs cannot be ruled in two different divergent direct ions— that is 
tho desliny of mankind— so, lire Ion";, ono of I lie two ruling tirhmiplcs 
of tlto world must, preiuil, am! one only ; liberty and abso.u'isi'.i can- 
rot much longer subsist looether in the present, .snno of development 
of the human mind and heart ; it cannot remain so— ono or other 
must vanish from ilio oailii, and unity he uroughl Io the deslinies of 
the world. Now, this principle of freedom can be established in dif- 
ferent countries una different governments, according to t.hc wants 
am! wishes tit' dilli rout poo-pies ami ti'lo'oreu: naiions ; bat 'bo prin- 
cinle which enu he the only basis ni' tiio lim-ni dignity ;-.:ul material 
welfare —of the contentment and happiness of tin? world— is, under 
['.liferent forms of gnveiunien:. only too prini-inle of freedom. That 
piuemle you have in the United States and in this country. No* 
permit ni'e, my Lord and Gentlemen, to draw one cense, pie nee out 
of this principle. London, the metropolis of ibe world, the soar of 
coiistuuiionul snvermuout and tree .ogislaUon — wilii widen princi- 
ple will it side? With absolutism or with freedom '. ! You gave 
Sur sympathy, you watched with liveliest inferos! the cause of 
angary in the past ; if you thought it worthy to feel a lively in- 
terest in' the cause vi lfoii^in-y in ' die pas;, von gavo your wi.-aes 
for its future ; now lot me "again ask, do not permit this lively in- 
terest and these wishes to be a barren sound. You have the power 
to help : — help ! 

A principle which f meet bore in l.iiis place is a principle of social 
order. .Many people when they hear this word "social order/' get 
almost nervous and excited. There sre many that misuse this 
sacred word as blasphemy. They call social order absolutism; they 
call social order warm humanity Is pal iato a prison ; they on ii social 
order the silence of the grave. This oUth of Oetooer has nresonled 
to tho world a spectacle which, once seen, I proudly proclaim that 
no Czars and Emperors of Austria have the tight or can have- tlia 
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Ertensions to speak uioro of social order. Here is social order in 
ndon ; and by whom watched' I bad my inoosands and thou- 
sands of (he people rushing lbi'wa:d, not wit 1 ! elTusiou of b.'ood, but 
ivir.ii the warm enthusiasm of noble hearls to cheer liberty and til'! 
principle of freedom in my poor humble self. And what is liio safe- 
guard of social order in (his meeting of the people J 1 at.keti ilie at- 
tent ion of I.nrd Dudley Smart : " Let us look how many policemen 
arc present. I have ji'i:;i lour." ^neb a scene, my Lord, for ilie 
Ckuvs and the Kinperors, and all men umoit.ious, wdio may In: culled 
Presidents, for llioy are a!! 1.110 oiimo thing, no matter how called ! 
They would bave had their twenty thousand bayonets, and I do not 
know bow many open and secret spies; they would have safe- 
guarded I iv arias and cannon, wha 1 < Social order ? No. Against 
whom? Again-.:. Iocs and enemies of social order '.' No; against 
their uwti people. The people are never averse to aucial order; it ia 
the basis of security of person anil property. 1 1, is blasphemy to say 
th:i1. trie people, love disorder ; inn neither a single man, nor thousands, 
wish to be the lools of ambition. 

Now, havhiir met here the principle of social order, permit roe die 
question — What is. in the opinion of ibis illustrious corporation, iho 
suresl saleguard of social order'.' 1 noiiece the surest safeguard of 
it is that which this illustrious corporation have seen, have experi- 
enced to be successful in maintaining social order here in ibis 
nii^hi.y, immense (ji'.v, which is an empire-- mlgbiier that! an empire 
or a nation. And \vliat is the safeguard of social order ?— Liberty. 
I was not so happy as to arrive in London soon enough to see that 
great meeliait wbich London appointed lo humanity — toe Great In- 
hibition; but London is ;he L'rcalo-t cxliibiliou of a',., and, should .!. 
need je; one spur to devote all my life and all my activity to that 
hberiv which is capable to preserve, in so magnificent a manner, 
social order, in such an immense city as London, the contemplation 
of your social order, of your liberty, your demonstration to-d;iy, 
would bace given me the spur. I thank you for it. You have 
marked, my Lord and Gentlemen, ll.a' wo in Hungary nave -m;gi_"lcd 
for thai very freedom which experience tiere in Knglauc has shown 
to be the surest safeguard of social order ; therefore you gave ynui 
sympathy to our past— von give yoor sympathy lo the present— you 
entertain wishes for the future of that cau-.e, let mo again entreat 
you in the name of the principle of social order, let not be barren 
this sympathy for Hungary —you have the power — help—help ! 

A principle i meet is the principle of municipal institutions. Lon- 
don is almost the oldest, to he sure one of the oldest, municipal in- 
si.iliu.ions on Ihe earth ; in every ease it is older than the great glo- 
rious nation of rluodant! itself, because i(. derives its municipal 
institutions from the Roman times. Nations, empires have fallen ; 
miii hi v pi.oplo have vanished from the surface of too carlo ; 11 new 
worid'arose 1 even here i't Luglaad, dynasties passed ; religion, gov- 
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erimsenls ehangeil. ; a revolution .swopl over K n^laisd as a mighty 
storm; a restoration came, which never in history last-, io:iy- ; and, 
after that hail pjisstril. Ll«.> establishment of social oriler upon the 
principle of liberty iijr the people; ami, during ail these immense 
changes, i.oiuiitn slands ! thauds '!— (in, it docs hoi. stand ; it has 
«rown, during those ^!i;i.riuOs, a giant ; iiscif an empire— -snore than 
sin empire ; itseif a ea.iori— mighli'T tlutn a. nation. Nnw, what is 
the keystosie of u!i this? Tile keystone is, in my opinion, that the 
of London is founded upon nmiiicipal institutions. The 



upon 

principle of eiinliciitil in.- ti Unions is crushed down on tin: com incut 
of Ivtrope evemvbere ; it is swept away by the disease of centrali- 
zation. This centralization is so propiuons— l.o what? To ambi- 
tion, hat not to liberty. But chiefly on the coati'iout of Kuropo the 
principle of municipal institutions is swept, away by the principle of 
absolutism — by the propensity 10 fen: rail sa lion and absululism, (or 
the two words" are identical. " What is absolutism ? ft is the cen- 
tralization of power. That is (he banner to the perjury o:' the house 
of Austria, and which banner it has obtained in so -iacfdoginiis a 
maimer throned] Hungary. That is Ihe basis of Russia having 
assisted it. As long its f lungary was Ck':, (hough coi'iineally en- 
croached iinon by the absolutist direoiioii of the Austrian Govern- 
ment, still it continued to be for the existence of the house of 
Austria an immense beneht, because Lie very idea that I Inr.gs ry has 
had municipal institutions was a cheek to Russia, lhal. it could not 
!>• ft I. the Austrian dynasty into its hands. Hungary fallen, the power 
of Austria centralized, and Austria is no mure than a mere tool of 
Russia, .See the consequence of the crushing down of municipal 
institutions anil cenlrulifiiiion. The house of Austria became a 
traitor l.o God, a traitor to humanity, only out of I he wish to go!, rid 
of the cheek which the mnnicipal 'inslumlons of Hungary hisd put 
before its absolutist direction. What is the consequence of centrali- 
zation? That Austria is in bondage, forcer! to he obedient l.o the 
Czar. Yon, the metropolis of the work!, strong in your municipal 
instil iitions, remembering 10 be attentive to the condition of foreign 
nations, have given your ai.ten'.inu l.o liie cause of Hungary, Von 
have marked us to struggle for freedom and municipal institutions ; 
finding iliis in Ihe struggle of Hungary, you have given your sym- 
pathy I" our past, your wishes for our future ; then excuse me again 
fe.r repeating the request that those wishes be net. barren ; you have 
the newer l.o help, — then help! 

For the cause of Hungary I cordi! go on for weeks to show how 
united, or at least in harmoiiy, it is with those principles which you 
cherish and loye, ami which muke your glory. The nest princip'.e 
vyuieh I meet here is that of industry anil traile. Nothing in Ihe 
world can be in closer eouuectien wuth freedom than liie develop- 
menl of industry and trade. Absolutism has in its train, and must 
We in its train, everylhhig contrary lo liberty ; therefore it must 
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■Ways be opposed to the free intercourse of nations. It must be 

opposite oven to the moderate protection of horue Industry, which 
some in other parts of the world eon-ider io be it mere question of 
noliiicai economy. Abso.mism is jiroiiilii'ory ; it must bo so, be- 
cause it fears free trade and tree commerce j'Voin political motives, 
because tree trai.lo ami free commerce are founded upon trie dove'- 
opuscnl ot' freedom, and are the most poweifod lever of political 
■ rights. Mow, let me asli what in the market- wduch Austria, gave to 
the industry of England 1 No market at all. Hungary, even before 
our past struggles, has consumed cotton maniila.cturos — not home 
iabricatiou, ion ijjii ll.briea'.ion — Austrian laorieation — at an averaary 
from b'7,000,<)0of. t.i 70,0un.000f. a. year- -about 2£ 00.!) 00.'. IIo"w 
much place DCC-upicd i<i lias ii:i:iona.ni consumption the industry of 
Ejigh.ur.] ? Nor os. And why not? ISeeavt-e the principle of abso- 
lutism of Austria, of cotn'se in strong harmony with the proh;bi:ojy 
principle, managed manors so as lo oblige Hungary to buy these 
manufactured articles, not there where she eoithl ge'l tliem'for the 
die ;pes( price and in the best manner, hat in Austria, in order to 
drain millions oat ui Hungary lor the benefit of Aaslria — an abso- 
luiist Power : ii.ir J lun retry u.i, obliged to pav ior not ton manufac- 
tures, which "here i:i England can be bought for 8.'. or !);., 2W. or 
221., because ol' lire imporiaiiou taxes. Therefore in this great 
market England almost, if not quite, in an open I oval minmer, lias 
nor partaken vs. ; not lo speak of smuggling. What is the market 
of Russia for English ijiar]iii"actures '! If not by smuggling, vejy 
small, very i'nsigniiicant. Hero you nee the direction of aiisoiulism. 
Now see the direction of freedom, ol' liheily, which I have tlie 
honor lo i-epresem for my ran in try. The very day when Hungary 
proclaimed its independence, and intrusted me to he liie chief." the 
Governor of my ill-ln'ei; country, mv first deed was to send insLtuc- 
lions to my representatives in Kaydaai! lo make known io the Eng- 
lish Government, that, r.lie barriers of .Hungary had -alien, and that 
Hungary was open to the indusrry of England. It i, not mv fault 
that vray '.r.tle profit, was made out of it. J. have proved (lie direc- 
tum of freedom in re..pcel lo industry and trade, .Vow, mv Lord 
and Gentlemen, only lo think for a single moment that as ihe Rus- 
sian principle triumphs over the continent, and it. is said the Czar 
has put riis fori! upon l.l'.mga.ry's neck, and this step was only a de- 
gree io Unit immense preponderance il has on the con li nan ('—only 
think for a single moment, as the Prussian and Austria.?! principle 
of absolutism (rhimalis on lh:> continent, what mast '"-- - 
be for the industry and trade of England? A nc . _. 
thai of Bonaparte, on absolutist, because prohibitory principles 

will stop, it must Slop, as, through the liberty of English coinm , 

the triumph of so.oliuwn ivouht moo; ayain and again a. principle, 
the shock of which ubsohulsm cannot: stand. Only think ofsueh a, 
iriampli of ahe.oiunsm, of such ;t utopp.igo on the continent lo the 
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lTB.de and industry of England L Look at the terrible wmseanencei 
of such ii triumph of absolutist principles, to stop (ho t:-:ido of f'.ng- 
lii.riil. onk for a short period. You would have lo go to war aga.mst 
the world; you must. You must send your lleets, as ynnr fore- 
fathers, did, i'o propel the interests of England. Vou would spend 
millions, and torrents of iiloud, to got ireedom for din t rn.de. for the 
induslry of England ; or else Eturland, or else London, now the 
fail-Oil spilt on earth, imiv the place where only exists, social onlor, 
not ity terrorism, but Ijy liberty, this tdorious place would inevitably 

ISul. you ha co not to spend rnouev. Mood, lo insure this harmony, 
this cornmc.non of the welfare of the world wirh I ho industry of ling- 
land; then; is an opei),;in immense market, for (lie indiisiry of Enc- 
land a.i your very doors, with Europe live. We have su-uy-yded in 
1 1 angary for that freedom ; for tin; principle connected with free- 
dom, of free trade, and the free inn'reoarse of nalinns. Hungary, 
restored to its independence and its liberty, is equal lo prncliiiming 
to the world that, the principle of nhsohitism is ernvied 01 lac- conti- 
nent; and, were this [iriaciple crushed, '.here is no itnpodiinenl. any 
more to the free intereonrse of nations. Yon have seen we strug- 
gled lor that principle ; von liawe git en your sympathy for the past, 
your wishes for the future; let me repeat, let them not remain 
barren. 

The sixlh principle which I meet hen', in this ala.ee, is ihe finan- 
cial. My Lord and Gentlemen, Loudon is the regulator of the 
public, credit and of the money-market of the world. These few 
words saoken to vou siidioe :e s-.alo die immense importance of thin 
principle. Well." if London is the regulator of ihe public credit of 
the world, and if a. very consideraele quantity of the lean shares of 
every Government in the world are concern rn-.ed here in London, let 
roe ask where is the security of those loans :'— where is ihe p-ssioU- 
iiv to soo paid the money under the fhniimments of the world? Is 
the st'ciiri'y in die uctorv of aiisolntis; principle, or is n in the vic- 
torv of the prinemio (.-['"freedom? Tai;e dospolic Govt:"i."iieui.s : 
what is their basis of existence ? Is it tin.! love of the nations ''. Oh, 
how could the principle of despotism bo love ? Love in such ease 
is a. contradiction to oar nature. Is perhaps the basis of die absolu- 
tist Governments contentment of the nations? How can men he 
contented without freedom? What is the complexion of l.he prin- 
ciple of absolutism ? It can he marked out in a. low plain words,— 
"1'eople. pav, because i' want soldiers anil spies, and to be your 
il, I: citable mastc'." How coa'.d the principle of those naiions be 
cou'emmenl. ? Therefore, what is Ihe basis of their existence.' 
Immense cosi.lv armies, mid not less cosily diplomatic intrigues. 
The sweat of "the people cannot, sulliee to provide for all these ne- 
cessities ; not for the welfare, not for Ihe happiness of the nahous, 
but -oi.eep them in servitude. Therefore, the absolutist Govern- 
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ments must, come :>gain and again fa the money-markets to get 
Some loans. Every new loan, in whatever ui;|:-: , :v| mci i ■- u la/iimcr a;i- 
plied, diminishes Ihe resources om of which if should lie pn.id ; and 
when the same 2'0'S on again and njrain, who con'd take the guar- 
antee Upon himself for the nations of I he: worid with these: eternal 
loans, enijdoyed : nol lor l.lioir bone/it. but against, llieir benefit, and 

agniiis^ their libeny '?— who could lake the g 'ante: 1 upon him that, 

001:0 these iiii.tion.-i groaning under their materia] sulFerings, will not 
say. "Let him pny who has made ilio debt; wo made it not !" Here 
is the: prospect which absolutist principles point out in that respect. 
But there is a prospect, especially to tin; house of Austria. That 
prospect is inevitable bankruptcy ! You know how it is where a 
Government has often neeil to make loans, and whore it is in neces- 
sity to make, for instance, now a new loan of 8,000,000;., lor the 
purpose ofresior'ng the baiauce of llie Ihiuncial system in Austria. 
Oh, no; only to gel through three or four months, and then to 45r.1t 
S now loan ; the i uteres", of those new loans has (0 he added to the 
expenditure of iho Government. Men without, any enthusiasm, 
eurnes'ly portderhig lids stale of the house of Austria, must con- 
fess thai the very early prospect, unless averted hy restored liberlv, 
is bankruptcy. 

Now I will beg (cave to shi'e to you, in a very few word', what 
prospect is presumed 10 (ho liuancia.! principle hy ihe freedom itnd 
liberty of the world. Since I left Ivuliiyah, 1 had occasion to stop 
for ii. short lime in different parts; of Europe, ou tjie shores of lialv, 
in France, in Lisbon, I had the honor to meet the free offerings o'f 
;i most noble sympathy; the most cheering welcome everywhere. 
Why ? Because 1 am taken lor the humble representative; of (.he 
principle of freedom, And why am I so taken? Is it perhaps to 
make a compliment (0 '.his my miserable frame, broken by labor aod 
anxieties ? No; I am taken as the representative of the principle of 
freedom for my past. And what is my past ? My past is, thai I 
have undertaken to give pnlilical ar.d social freedom in the whole 

Seople ; to make free their soil, free their labor, free their trade, hut 
1 the same lime to spare, and not to hurt, hut to protect every exist- 
ing mir.erial interest of every class. Here you have, my I ,ord and 
Gen-lemon, tiu: key of thai cou:ideti::e and of that love which my 
peop'e bore, ant! bear still, to me. Here is the key to the unity of 
l.limgary : in the principle, which 1 have the honor to represent,-- - 
freedom to all, but 110 injury to the material interests of any. There- 
fore I met sympathy everywhere, because 1 have imparted this direc- 
tion to the struggles of Hungary ;. I got not only the Confidence of 
my people, hut the sympathy ol'the world. I pledged my honor am] 
my word to be faithful to this direction all my life ; and so may Gotl 
bless on; as T will, if only those whose material interest 1 undertook 
to protect and to spare will not deprive me themselves of the possi- 
bility to do so. 



5y Google 



858 speech i 

Now, when the nations of Europe see that whenever a despot 

want* means In oppress humanity ho limls ever and afrain money, 
what mast be the consequence? T am no capitalist : 1 never was, 
and never shall he ; I am a poor man, and content with my station ; 
but. were T capitalist, T would very much consider these i'.' re u in- 
stances— 1 woultl very much consider if there is possibility to 
the lasting triumph lo' absolutism, or if freedom must not have a 
future: and. considering the.-* circumstances, L would rather give 
conudonce to that principle which is pointed out to he the desti- 
ny of mankind tiv God himself. I would bend with toy sympathy 
towards that class which, hy that sentiment to spare every mineral 
hu.erest. will, of course, seeing the rit::pri«:lx>'M;::'- of the materia; 
interests of the world tn me principle of freedom, give fall security 
to il to pa.v the debts the Goveriimfr.lshavema.de. Jiul when the 
nation-- o:'"the world see that 1 ho money of the world is Ion, to oppres- 
sors, and identified again and a;;ahi with the principles of a.hsolu'.ism, 
I do not know what the eonscaiienee will be. I behove, with these 
few words, 1 1 ave proved thai, liie principle of seciui'.y to fina.noial 
interests is not in absolutism, hut in lite victory of the principle of 
liberty in Europe. This vou have seen in Hungary, having bestow- 
ed van a'tei/ioa lo our sirmvgles. Yon have seen Hun u 
g!i ; i» under r-u lor haertv— arugffles no; to injure anyone ; to have 
ike bli'.-hi'v of all, hut not the curse of a. sinelo man. Yon have 
given vour interest lo our past, your wishes for our future ; let me 
again entreat you. lei not me sentiment of London pass as a barren 
sound ; you have the power — help! 



Europe. Such a x,^, ■- ■ ■■ ■ 

trade, wants the consolidated peace of Rm-ojie. .Now, I mink you 
wid see lite peace of the world i.- only possible when the nations of 
tiie wov'.d will be contented. The corueulmont of fhc. nations is 
such it tree a, only in the -pardon of liberie grows. So ouy; as too 
nations of Europe "shall noi he free, so Ion; " 

Europe, heeause that would not be peace, hat a prison and this I: ir 
world was not created by God to bo a. prison to humanity, neither rs 
it created for the (rider's sake. It is notions' ago mat a great asso- 
rintion— the I'eaoo Society— had a medio;; here in Loiulou ; hu- 
manity "reels the existence of that Society with hope. We will 
have peace, leu a lasting and true peace, and no: oppression, s.aveiy. 
Mow this association lias proclaimed the principle of non-interven- 
tion. Conh! mere be found a. single nam in the world to cave such 
rm irlerareialloe to ibis principle of non-inn: rloronee, that, w'oalever 
lie Czar of .Kussui, of his salelliic llaosburg, Mnnid do wito man- 
kind and huaaiuilv- hindem! would not care for it? Tins ,s not 
nr„ [..; merle re nee : tins is a letter of marijue erven to the Czar to tie- 
come 1'ie master of the world. The principle of nou-ailerierer.ce 
proclaim'"'; even hy the Peace Association has this meaning :— Ever; 
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nation is free fu dispose of its domestic concerns according as it is 
willing, in,,; hhigland should not interfere, and do foreiirn Power 
should Cairo to interfere, with this sovereign right of i.iie nation. 
Opnressed hiunaihly e.ypocis Kugiai.d to exeeate'and safogwc: ihis 
divine principle. Oppressed humaniti' e.vnects. in tlie nana: of ail 
those mighty principles I lave !iaa the honor to mention, London n> 
lake a lead in tile direction of public opinion. And so, my I,o:d 
and Gentlemen, ) could 20 on in ihe raimie ration of the priuc-ipies 
wmou I meet here, were I not oven so exhausted as von are lired. 

Midi, one more permit mo to mention; it is no principle of oilier- 
otts humanity. Kngland in ilie only spm in Europe whidi'js an 
hsv! urn loUio-e who are oppressed; London over gonerotisly partakes 
111 that giory of Knidand, and you, my Lord, am!' the corpora f ion of 
the oily ot London, won now gloriou^lv re ore billed llio allotting to 
the generous uncerlaking of the noble Lord 1 hen! I). iv.uaii). wi'iout 
1 long ago already am accustomed id call (lie father of tne icjifcn li- 
nage,— allotting tolas tmdctakinr; in helm if of homeless exiles these 
noble ;.parim.,e|s, 1 lev glerioa.s hall,. Permit me 10 express for 

l!,:^ ',,|-,,., .-.t ~...t~„..,. . -. 4.U.. ~. . .> 1 »r 



- - -ie you from those cares ! I hope 

.. a „ u n will, liu(, in the meantime, 1 wish may never an Fhigf.-bn.a.n 
be Ibund adding the thorn of hinniiialion lo the bitterness 0: tnebreat! 
of the ;ioor imfbri eoate exile. 

^Iy Lord and Cerilloatoii, in slating (he principles of the place 
where 1 have the honor to .stand, 1 staled a* the .same time ihe priu- 
ci]des winch yon reprose-nt. [ see spreading heibre my eves the 
immense history of ihe municipality of London — the most gle'ions, 
the most insh-imfive topic lo men like mi', But this von know. bei:er 
the inlieriior.s of (his glory and of mis history. So 1 will only s(a(e 
thai yon, my Lord Mayor, .Aldermen, and Commons of the city of 
.London, in Common Council assr milled, being tin: lawful representa- 
tion of ihe city of London, are altogether the incorpomtion. the law- 
ful hieorporni.ion, of all tnosn principles wdheh I laid the honor to 
enumerate. Such are yon. heibre whom I in my humble quality 
represent thai noble cause of Hungarv. the past struggles of winch 
yon honored by your sympathy, and for ihe future of "which von ex- 
press your generous wishes. ] have often repeated daring my lire- 
son, speech the humble request, let your sympathies and voar wishes 
not reinam linrren. Now. again, I repeat it the mere, because this 
praehcal direction wkieii I wi,:i 10 see imparted 10 iJir: noble senti- 
ments of tile people of ldne.la.ud is in the most intimate connection 
with ihe principle of freedom, the princip/,0 of lasting social oriier, 
tae principle of innnicipai instil 11; inns, wilh ihe principle of industry 
and tra.de, w.iih the principle of public credit, with tiie priiieinle of I lie 
possibility of the ponce of tin; world, and wilh the principle of hu- 
manity. 

As to the practical result to which oppressed humanity, and esjw- 
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cially my poor country, looks forward with :nrni]y resoluliot,, wilb 
unshaken cnurneo, ami with hope,! will but repeat that which I 
elsewhere already have snid. When 1 declared — "Let not remain 
barren VLH.il sympathy ; help us Hi carry that noble cause to a happy 
issue; yon bae.'o the 'power to help,' ; — when ! spoke that, I intended 
not lo u'slt I'lngiaud l.o tske up arms lor Ihe restoration of Hungary to 
its independent:!: and liiierlie.s. No, gentlemen, that is the alfair til' 
Iliiniriirv itself; we will provide tor our own freedom. All 1 wish 
is, that the puidio opinion of I'mgland ina.y establish it lo be a ruling 
prliicio'.e of the poliiics of Europe ie acknowledge tlte right of every 
nation to dispose of its own internal concerns, and not to give a 
charter to lite C/.ar to dispose of ihe fate of nations, and so not to 
allow the interference of Russia in 'lie dome-tic concerns either of 
Hungary, or of whatever other nations on the continent, because 
the p>inciples of freedom are in harmony, and I love— 1 am in- 
terested in— the freedom of all other countries as well as of my 

My Lord and Gentlemen, these are the words which 1 again and 
again will repeat here in tlngland, and there, in the linked Spates, 
from a most honored member of which I have ha.i! ihe lienor tn hear 
principles, which, quite once tarried into elleet, wouid and will give 
liberty to the world, 1 have lieard it proclaimed from an honored 
cili'Wn o'the Ceiled Hiatus, (he honored object of the sympathy and 
confidence of a great pari of his countrymen, even a candidate to 
become the chief magistrate of the United States— I have heard, in 
answer to my apaeah deela.ro tiial lie believes the younger brother 
of the Eng'.Wi race very heartily will give his hand" to Knghiud to 
protecl.o.iprcssed uimo.us, tea admktiug interference with their doa-.es- 
tie allair.-.. Gentlemen, I. will agaln'ard again repeal to you these 
words; I will repeal them '.villi the faith of tiio.se martyrs of old, 
which has moved' tile hills and the mountains ; 1 will cone or, (rate all 
the iire of me sentiments, ail tiie blood of my heart, ail tae energy of 
my mind, to raise these words hi;di and io'.id, deep and so. emu, till ihe 
almighty eeiio of ihe public opinion hi repealing ii occaanes hke the 
thundering trumpet before the sound of which the " Jericho" of hu- 
man oppression la.is; — and. should lids teebie frame succumb sooner, 
should" it sueontnh lo tie: longing of my heart to see my fatherland 
inciepeudenl and free, which lougbg beats everiasliug i:i my feehl 
frame, as the captive lien beats his iron cage— even the grass which 
will grow out of my grave will cry out to Heaven and to man, 
" F.ngland and America'! do not forget .in your proud security those 
who' are oppressed. Do not gn-.nl a. charter to the Uxar to dispose 
of inncanitv. Do not grant a charier to the dospo:s lo drown liberty 
in Euro:>e'"s hlood. Have the myriads who else would, and will 
blood; and, bv not granting this charier, be the liberators of the 
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If you expected in hoar from mo an eloquent speech I very much 
fear you will be disappointed. Di-isppoiiited. because since my arri- 
val, God. tin.: mighty pro loot or of iii;i.nk:ii.i v s dcsimios. has ea.iisefl mo 
lo )>o so much oeeupiotl with tho sympathies of the people of Kngknd, 
I could not. lind time to prepare an eloquent speech— at all events 
not. eotteheii in words which lit .Ihighnd. v.horo ovory word is caught 
by the press (thai mother and guardian of all progress), yon would 
pi poet tVt.riL mo. You would be disappointed in the second place, 
booause I have In answer -.■•A eloquent speech, and bocauso when I 
would be eloquenl in my own language, a.ud when I want to givein- 
EjMTsciou to those who liear me, I fool a.i a loss lo ii'.lor my senli- 
nionts in a language to which 1 am a stranger. 1 1i:lvc therefore 
lo era.ve your inrin! wuro. while 1 attempt to inblress you. 

Mr. Chairman, there was once a king of Epirus, sent once a man, 
though 1 do no', reinemaer his name, to Home. On his return it wits 
reported by him to his master that he had seen a. eity of kings, where 
every man had as nuudi happiness as the king himself holds. I 
have seen more in Engla.ml under your Government. 1 have seen 
tho public opinion of ihe LhiL'lisb people pronounced in such a voice 
as that, of which Lord Brougham ooce said : thai now and then the 
voice of the people ;<s the founder of the Almighty is heard. I saw 
the oiowding of the people, wdiieh went, lo my heart ; and I have re- 
ceived addresses from all purls of Great. Ilriiain, equally as tiumer- 
ons as generous '. and I" have had some idea of the pubiie opinion of 
England, Jim. I saw thai pablie opinion inoarna-.ed in the great 
domonstvaiions of London, Hirmiegl.am, an.! .\1 ancestor ; and after 
1 have seen those deuionslra.tions, 1 lou.ily proi.'iaim. Ye oppressed 
rations of Iv.iiope, he of good oheer ami enurage ! I have experien- 
ced enough in my pubiie. I 'iff: to knew Iha.t iinhlie opinion, as that pro- 
urniticer: by the poooioof Ihiohuidon '.ha; chissol' whieh Iamoneof the 
hmnbie re'presenta , '.ii , os. niii'y he dissiaiulal.ee for a while; it may b« 
poiiiaps jeered a; hardily; but at last obeyed it must be — becaoM 
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Eiiyimiii is a eoiislitalion i.l country, n ml in a constitutional country til-) 
public opinion is by right and by ihc censiiimion 10 «ivo directions l.o 
Government and i.o' the Parliament. 1 know what nnwevpublie opinion 
has a lawful rinlir. to claim in tbir, jdmionsland ; and because 1. know 
liuit it. niusl bo very much, I say ihal 1 t'litnl; llirs people of I'ug- 
kml, I. thank tin.' people oi Mant'.bei.im'. forl'ioir n-r-; : t aidlolho oanst- 
L.l'h.i iimiiv. nor in iny name, bill hi (.ho name ofihe oppressed nalbns. 
Since ra'v arrival on Eae.larars hippy shores, I have won a con- 
tinual oppoVl.miilyfuMbe pronunciation ofibi! |mlilir. opinion on l.liat 
Juoilion 'the solution of which is ostensibly (impMreiiiiy) looked lo 
v Providence 10 ho the t«sk of out times — ihc quoslio'i which will 
deckle Die fate cf mankind for centuries. This question is none of 
scanty or partial interests. It is none of a nobk' commiseration foi 
the misfortunes of an intlividtial, or of one country. It. is a question 
of universal intoi'Otil, in which every country, every people arc 
eqnal'y interested — 1 say oqntillv iulere-led. Thei'o tiny he a roller- 
once us to the succession of I iim\s, in whieii one or other nation will 
be ulfi:cled by the unavoidable consequences of Ibis question; Imt 
aflecied they' really are— one n. day sooner, or isie a day laior than 
another— it 'is a more i;iiesliou of lime. Mo cmmiry, however proud 
its position. but ebiei'y, none within the boumiary of liio (Christian 
family, and of lluropoan civilisation, can avoid lhai. share of the con- 
sequences of ibis a '.I -comprehensive question, which will decide the 
approximate kite of humanity. 

I scarcely want to say that this compro'irn-.'lve <,aosth'U is, whe- 
ther Europe- shall he ruled by the principle nl'troeJom or hy the prin- 
ciple of dospohsm— or to brim; more home inn practical way :o your 
jjouorous heart that idea of freedom — iheqiieslion is, wholher . Europe 
shall be ruled by the principle of coiitrali/iii.ion or hy the principle 
of self-government — because seli'-goveriimoiit is freedom, is ml cen- 
tra li/atiim is absolutism. Shall freedom die is way for eenl.uries, and 
mankind l.iecnme neluingmure I ban the blin-.l instrument of ambkic-n, 
of some few, or shall the print of servilude he wiped out from the 
brow of humauily, am! mankind become nnhlo in iisolf. im.l a noble 
instrument lo its own forward progress ? Woe, a hanoteilfokl woo, 
to every iia:ion which. couliilom in its proail position of to-ilay, would 
carelessly regard ihe ooniprehenske strmcln of those tvo;l pmiel- 
plcs ! li is ilio mythic;.! siriifrgio between heaven and hell. To be 
blessed or to be damned is the fate of all— this imiy vcui'li us one day, 
sooner or later ; but io be blessed or lo be d.mmeil is ;he iiite of all ; 
there is no transaction between heaven and hell. Woe, a l.uousani!- 
fohl woe lo every naiion which, would ran. embrace within its sorrows 
and its cares ihe" titlure, but only the pa^smo moments of the present 
time. In the Hashing of a moment., the future becomes present, and 
the objects of our present labors have passed away. As the sun 
throws a mis-, before the sun rises, so the spirit of the future is seen 
in the events of the present day. 
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There arc some, who endeavor to oonlract the demonstrations of 
sympalny which i have run.! 'dm honor i. ( , moot, lo the narrow scale 
or person.ility. They would lain m:i!;e believe, Ihat there is nothing 
moii.s in l.bese dcmimslraLious than u mutter of fashion, y transitory 
chilli in-, i .,f vnib.ii;. fcoliiirv, passmy wilhon! a l.rare like'the momen- 
tary tin 1)1:. o ; or, at l.houlmosl, a tribute of a.pprobalio:i lo the bravery 
of a iralhrif peopf::: j-i e just cause, and of coiisoliiti.ui in Iheir mi- 
men .:, ncslnriunes. .Hut I say it is not so. T s;iv, mayno nation 
(.)!] can!, have reason once to rep-m. of hav'ti;;/ eoute'mat. lino >;,!i- ie-. 
Raided I beso m y words, only because it was. I who said l.betn. I say 
liuit tile very source of these domoiisl.in lions is. I.he insiinetive ('eelini" 
oi the |>'v.p:c— tint Ihe destiny of misukind ks.s come to ;ho inrniur". 
peini of centuries ; it is the cry of ularm on the osViisihio appro:.. -h 
oi nmvorsal dyneer; it is the manifestation of ihe instinct of solf- 
rireservmmn, roused hy t.ha instinctive knowledge of the IheMhat 
the decisive si. rue; oft. ihe dosiiny of Europe, was neur, imd that no 
people, no country, r:.u:i reui;ui> nnafftelod by l.ho issue of this ..aeat 
strnirgft ol |)L-,,n...ip!os. The Jespolic y/ovoruments of Kurer.e had 
laia:- apiireachiii"- d,.a.lli. aa.I therefore I hoy will coioo to the destb- 
str eide. And I hope i.iis «iriiQ.i>ft ; s unavoidable, and because it is 
called forth by them, if. will bo Ihe hist in mankind's history. 

That isr.he state ofllie case, us J conceive it, ffciilic-jnen. Tt is not 
my iiiihvifnaliiy— ;i is not my presence, which has aroused anyfeel- 
mir or semimerit ; f am noLhiuo;, init the onporUmilv wVef eiai'ed 
Ihe niL.i.oii :,parh -'dm nuportiimr.y at which the o.visi.iiiiv insiineiivo 
appreciation of approaehing danger caused in every nation the cry to 
hurst forth— aim loud cry of horror. Or el.-.e, how could oven "ibe 
oi'-'- -> In sr :.;,!,;: i. .■.v::hmi ihe lacl.ofi.iic ntiivorsiinty of those dorn- 
onslfisimiis. mil. restricted to where I a.m at present— not restrioled 
lo any cbmnte— not restricted io the pro nli ;,r character of a people— 
ri'C .■-.rice'd to a state orrr'ini/.ii.iion— hut spreinlina Ihrmmii the 
world like ihe pu sal.ioo of one heart— like the ..path of heaven's 
halcmn;;! The uridrosis, fi,|| ol' I.he most maiero'is sonlimems 
which 1 am honored wak in I'hie.hud, are i.he effects of mv presence : 

hot 1 ain lint the spark which kindles a feelin;r which lias I r.\U-.' 

ei! Ii-om lb" people of i.he metropolis, down to die .sohlarv Inmlels 
hidden hy i:e.e;o:i..ai.i:> nmiuPaiiis from the business of public lift. 

And 1 humbly entreat, von !.o consider that Ibis reelin.v h , K )t re- 
sirieteil oven lo l^ttalani: : ihere is the pnhiic of !lir> United Slates— 
lady, I'raiic.i.i, the noi.le khiaiish eiirrison of Gihvalinr, the warm- 
hearted Vortuauese. have all ioined'iti ihese views ; and on (.he very 
<<ny when a dcpni.niion came over lo Idn^kmil lo honor me widi ihe 
»m-;nii.; ol lieljtimn, 'dial lolly moimmoni of the love of freedoai. and 
of its nidomiiahle lori'e rven on leal very dav 1 "Ot lac koow!oii-e 
ol a similar tiemonslrmion in Sweden— the future left ivim.. e.f l.iie 
lorees o! Ireciow. Xow, ivenih-ine)i, is rhis an accident? ""Ts this 
fashion 1 la this personal ? What have I in my person, in my 
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present, in rav future, not to iuslilV,but even m explain Ihis nnivei- 
sality of demonstration^ Niniiim;' -euLirelv nodim?; only i.heknnwl- 
od .v.j thiil. 1 am :i friend of freedom— thou ;>,h .1. am noJhiiJsr but the 
onporlunhv !br tin' manifestation of trio ins.liuciive feelin«' of so many 
nations, am! at which the Si. Coonio of hbudantl is rcanv in wave 
ihe red il;i". fT-nv can J say that this struggle is so near ! Wl.y, 
la.die* and gentlemen, 1' stall: it because it. is. Every man knows it ; 
every nin.n feels, every man sees it. 

A'phi !l ™'>her vets oner; qviesikmo;', hrav lit; could prove !]lo ex'sl- 
enee of God' '! ' : Why," replied ho, " by opening my eyes. God is 
S'"'ii everywhere '. in the n-vn\v:li of ibe g-a-is. and in tin' movement 
l'j lark, and in the thunder ofbenv- 
en." Even so 1 prove the decisive simple in mankind's destiny 
draws n.-'ii.!-. i appeal to the sight of your eyes; I appeal to the 
pulsations of vour hearis. r.nd lo the j u d tr nm« 1 1 1.« of your inmd.s. Yon 
know, yon see, von feel tiia.i the .indemen; i* drawing near. How 
blind are those Wn who liavo the nileci alien in assml. that it is only 
certain men who push to re.vols.ui on the enmhicul of Fmrnpe. which, 
but for tlii.ir revoi ruin nary idols, would be quiet and contemed 1 
Cooleuled \ With what ? ' With oppression am! servitude ? franco 
Conientral. mill its conslibil!"!) subverted? (leneany .'o i: .■:::.■.!-- 
will) beimV biii a fold of sheep, pen: up lo be shorn by some tbirly 
peti" rvrati's ? Swh^'b.nnd cestoidem warm i'ic Ihrenicimu; anibniou 
nfeneiosekiiie; despots? Italy com,ml."d. with the King ol Naples .' 
or with the nriesi.K- .o;ovet'n;nenl of Koine — the worst of hummi in- 
ventions '! Anslria. i';.om", Prussia, Da.unmia cm itemed , v, i I. I ic:i : < 
been driven to biuchcrv, a.nd after having been deceived, nhuidored, 
oppressed, n.nd inngh-d al as loo's ? Poland contenleil willi being 
murdered ? I inie-irv. uiv poor flnegarv. ('ovicide,; -.villi bung more 
ibaii niurdei'r'i!— ini!!"ii alive— for it is alive. What J. fed is but a 
weak au^alinn of Iba.l iceiinff which pervades the breas.ls nl ihe 
people' of niv coimliv, Rus,h eonteuiod with slavery! Vienna 
cemented! ".Lnmbiirdy. 1'estb, Milan, Venice, Russia, onie-ieed ! 
Contented wii'h !vivin;.r keen ieumnmionsly brandee", banner.', plunder- 
ed, sacked, end i:-= pupula lion hutr'ne'ed, and hail' of tin? lmrepoan 
continent, eou'.euierl wiih the seiifiidib wiiti ihe banmnau. ivitii the 
urisou, wi'h havioQ' in politb'al riirlKs at. all, bat Sutviiin- to |tay in- 
iuuve'rable millions for tiio Isi^isy heueiieinl purpose of being kept in 
serfdom. , . 

That is the condition of tlio eneainent of l-.urope— and is it not 
i-idieaiens ami absurd in men In prate abniil. individuals disbud an;; the 
peai.'.c a.m.! tra.nquLlbl.v of biurnne '! How is it that there are e.o 
revelutioui/iie: mnveinenls in fiiudand ? Whynn ai'mapl. In rbslrivb 
Ihe jieaee ami l.ranieukey of rinL;hmrl ? Tfe.oanse you wanl nn revo- 
lutinn, liecanse yea arc ensured by your eonsli' ul.inn, am! by your 
niuibe. spiri'. thai Whatever you rcquesi lo be done— be en use rr 1 " 
man tilings are perfect— it will be done, and done p™™»W 
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would like to sec inc. man who would stand up here in J^! ir_-l:nnT for 

I he purpose oi' makiuo; a revolution. Bn!. ihe re, on the ooiiioont of 
Europe, Lit il.s proatesl pint at lunar, tyrants of ihe w-orhl, you have 
disturbed peace find [fii;ir;iiil'ily, you have checked the growth of 
freedom on ilio continent, aii'i it cannot be restored until (he levers 
of freedom ceniecd successively .lea ins r vol 1 , the sworn enemies of 
mankind, freedom, peace, ;md tranquility. 

Let us look buck, and see what has been done in die past. The 
giicaniii; contest np:en«i h.apoieori was fooeli: under the promise of 
freedom — (he promise, of freedom was the Uidt which breu;;hl ihe na- 
tions to fiji-lit. Then came ihe Ooiieress of Vienna, v.ddcli was at- 
tended by setae of [ho nins! nnihitimis men of ilie world; but oven 
there the interference of Encc'ind in the senlemoni. then lo be made 
was a guarantee to tmiukiuil lor some eorisiintional lil'e at least. 
And even your Casdereayeis were nimble to l>ind Europe in oppres- 
sion — to Pol;! nd, Sicily, niii.1 numy oilier milieus liberty was rrr.nira.n- 
teed ; but where is Poland new, whore is irs eeusti'.nlion ? And 
here 1 would appeal to the public opinion of the world. And I 
would anpcai lo l.hoso very slai.e-aiioti \<' I'hiHcud who helony lo the 
very retro" rude school — :t> rlieni 1 would appeal lis to those who had 
made terms without ihe sanction or consent of nations. And I 
would put to them ihe ipieslion, ' : Is Ihe present eomklion of Europe 
that :br which file peo[ile of I'he.jhi.nd shed Iheir bleed in torrents — is 
it thai, for which Encjand spent its munmerahlo millions, the interest 
of which yon have lo pay now, and will have to pay hereafter — I 
ask the question, is the condition of Europe trust which the people 
of England were willing to guarantee, and which God purposed 
should he the case J" 

Let oppression go 0:1, ami ihe spread of freedom will be ihe result, 
i'ristico lus.l aroused herself, and the despots ircmhled. Despots had 
always tried lo crush the nations of the worid. Bui. oh, hoc; trem- 
biiu a despot, are in these days ! I have seen some of them — 1 have 
weighed lliem in she very I mod., of ruins*. Formerly, they broke 
ouiy their words, now we are subjected lo the consequences of a 
breach of their sworn orilhs— and every lie is broken, every senti- 
ment, revoked, every in! crest burl. The praises of (led are ruin pled 
wit.ii curses r-igciu-i. despois, and oppressed European nations shako 
their chains, and Mcedinc. milieus fee! 'heir degradation. This is 
tin.' present slnle of the European common!, at least tor (he erea'est 
part. And still there are men who have roeanl lb" despois, tint who 
are silent in reyard to liie duties doe towards humanity. They 
speak of remiri! to ly ranis, hut they are silent niionl the dangers of 
maiikiinl. In rejoin.! to toe condition of mankind, ihe people of 
rmeland have inslmoiiveiy felt lhat we are on the eve of the day 
v.dini liher'y or despotism must he ernshed down. The people of 
Enelanil fell l.liiif iheir freedom was in iniimrite eonuee'.ion with iho 
principle of freedom on the European continent. 
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I feel most anxious to have this view sh.iivd by yon, that l.ltingar;, 
is not so umeh an object of co:uudsera;ion as ii in a I'bnopean ques- 
tion, ami in this view I am supported by a gentleman wiioso opinion 
is as disinlerosied as il is ii ib j inihiril. lie is a candidate for llio hied* 
ollice "f President of the United Mlu(e--., and triere:ore his opinion 
liiav 1)0 taken a.s 1.1ml. of ike great !te;no:'r.: lie parly Lo which l:n be- 
longs: I quote sty.ua lines from flu 1 speeches made by Mr, Walker 
ai Southampton. Ho says that an alliance of despotic powers to 
submit ti> them free governments less powerlid than ili!:;u.:eh.es, 
can have no aim but to sweep ;ili free government i from the face of 
the earth. I'olnnd was [bus swept, away by despotic powers, and 
Himirary, which had secured lis freedom, i;mi overthrown i.]ns forces 
of Austria, was ovenvhehued hy Russia, die very hsi'iirnuliou of des- 
Now, when this was don', linghud cou/.l not expect long 



to enjoy her own institutions. Would inn: gover 
Tlouso'of Commons lie permitted, with trial by jury, freedom of 
speech, and freedom of the press, if despotism ruled en i,;ie comment'! 
Despotism eoa.d not long lioarish there while- there was freedom of 
speech and of the press in England. Such a moral artillery would 
overwhelm the despots, and, tiierefore, thoy would ultimately con- 
spire to ruin the free: institutions of England. 

This is not the humble opinion of a poor inrlivit'ua I like myself, 
tiie representative ef an oppressed country, but of a man wdto is [.he 
representative of a kr;>c party, and n candidate lor Lie government 
of'a free people. I will only add lhal. this alhanon of despots is a 
fael. The case of Hungary shows it; and as f have iai-h in the 
rights of nations, i can with' all eonlidcnce ask whal is, and what 
will he, the practical issue of the thing that is here to be seen be- 
ginning 1 

I have every reason to look with particular hope, in respect to 
the solalioa of this question, to IMnuciiesI.er. Firstly, beca.use Man- 
chester is « young city. In 1720 It was a village of tU.IHJU men, 
and now it is the first manufacturing eity of ihe world, with nearly 
half a million. Tl. is a glory lo a city to have endured to old age, to 
have lived through the vieisshudes of centuries, bat it is no small 
glory lo have grown up lo a ginut in a short period. That people 
.vhicli hits grown up in ■' short lime is a practical people, and lucre- 
ibre 1 look for a practical result from it. I, secondly, have much 
faith in this, because Manchester, wilii Liverpool, is die most power- 
ful link be: ween Ihirepe and the United States, Commerce is the 
locomotive of principles'. 1'otiT glorious destiny is to oli'.ir by your 
hand the support of the public opinion of l.'mgkeid lo the United 
Slates, for the purpose of union in the policy of both countries in 
respect, to lhirn| :■.■■. Thai, union. 1 say with n poriooi conviction, 
weal.! be the inning point, in the destinies of Europe and mauhiial; 
it would lie the victory of the principle of freedom, because the 
United Slates and England united, they will not, and they cannot, 
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sAiio hut with freedom. That is to ho one point, .fre:ii.l(::iMCn, lor which 
I tmw! riiimblv asli the support of IVVjncliesler, in (.ho councils of this 
city, which is in nil re spire Is in ihe most intimate ooniieelioii with 
(he '.lured States. 

When I iro to < in- United Suites in wimii few days, it will bo — I 
will consider ii to Ik; — one of my duties :o try if (here T cannot bo a 
humble opportiiiiiiv l' n i' this union, us I was ;.. hurnblo opportunity lor 
Jio jiriiriMiliv.itioii of the soiidarily sentinten". of nation;; for l.ho prin- 
ciples of liberty ; and 1 have some hope, wild your generous aid, *o 
succeed: firstly, because there is in the United States already a 
jvreat parly which erohrssei so hndhialion ;)inl ;: propensily to undo 
with Jiiiii-iic.:! in its policy towards (lie world. Secondly, LiccaiisC 
the fate of If ungary has already somewhat contributed to change 
the old rivalries between the two brothers inlo tiie most brotherly 
feeling. Boih countries have linked in rescuing mo from ciiplivity. 
X say — I may state as a matter of fact— that the iirst link to this 
-onion in policy is already mane. Thirdly, because aii depends on it 
true and exact di.riiniiion, how it is thought that in the louted ■i'.ates 

there is a ruling principle of non-imen .ion in European mailers. 

I say very wise were those men that established thai principle, and 
very wise were those who followed ii. But neither those who Cs- 
in iiiished linn, principle nor ihose wdio followed it, were of the mean- 
tog thai the United Stales shrudd have nothing to do ami nothing to 
!'ei;aoL ndu'tever fa.l.e anemia humanity. 

The principle of non-hsloryeiiLion is ilio recognition and iho ae- 
ktiowiedgisicnl of ihe several right of every nation to dispose of its 
own domestic, concerns ; aod so I. take it as a principle, thai though 
we have not (he right to interfere with the domestic a-fairs of another 
connlry, wheiher it chooses to be a republic or a monarchy, or 
chouses to he even a despotism, so as ii depends on its own will, that 
is what I assume to be Ihe principle of non-inter million — the ac- 
knowledgment of inc. several right of every nation to dispose of 
themselves. fiut that is not noM-iiilervemion which would he mani- 
fested if I use the words " that 1 don't care whatever he the fate of 
humanity — i don't care whatever the de-pels of the world may do 
wills Murooc, with na.nkind, and with liorjiiy." Tiecause that is not 
jioii-intervoiiiion, bul h. is an eiieoa'ayentec: even :o despodsui, in 
carry llieir tiolory of absoinlism, wliicli has gone so much too far 
already, T suppose there is no doubt that it is toe policy of .Kr.gbini 
am! the Unit"'! States to unite. 

And I look willi peculiar hope to Winchester, because — and I 
how- with tloon respect to i( — Manchester carried the principle of 
free-traile. Wind. .Vianehester nndertahes : it will carry. Now, ex- 
cuse me, ladies anil ireullemon, it may peihajis appear slrariL'e what 
i siiy, Inn 1 am deeply convinced of it. T say lint free-trade is not 
carried. Cheaper breu.d is carried, hut free-lrade is c i ■: : I enrr : ed. 
Free-trade will be carried wdion ihe produce of Flngland's hulnslry 
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ivill have a free accession lo the markets, at' Europe, (runt which by 
thualwi.ilnl.ist principle they are now excluded. When i caino Ij: 
England I took il i'n!' the nrle of joy behavior not to mix with the 
internal iilHiirs of J i. l i ju. . ; 1 1 : ■ ! , bees e-.e ! wished l-.i show dial very re- 
sped, for ii nation'-, domestic, ufiiiirs which i asked far itjy own coun- 
try. But I may be excised when I lind in England a fact large. y 
established as liie law of the land which lias a coiincolion with ihe 
laws of my own country, iff mention it. And still even in that rc- 

ret I say that the freedom of llnvope is coout'ote.d not only with 
freu-trade party — it is also ooiiuct'l.ed with the interest of the pro- 
teciloeisl party in IthiLllaud, tliony?! I consider I hut the vielory of ihe 
principle et' freedom i:i I'll trope is -itit-Ji :s quo.-iiiou which, il duly con- 
shlerec, can he no |i;i rty question in Engla.nd itself; because if j 
take the principle of free-trade, it is carried in respect to the impor- 
tation of com. 

Now, if f wore a protectionist, would I endeavor to ovenhrov,' 
that law i. No ; that were to try what is morally and materia lly 
impossible. It would scarcely be dime without many misfortunes to 
the country. VVliat would 1 do? I would carry on as a protec- 
tionist — if the definition of protectionist is to take guard of thf: agri- 
cultural interest, of this country— 1 would carry en the print, cue lo 
free exportation to ether countries, that hy tins re -ex per I. a. don die in- 
dustry of England should have a grower markel, more employ men:, 
belter wages, surer and more efficient labor for the industrialist or 
the manufacturer ; and hy this, they would, and i» the best inanuer, 
promote the interest of agriculture. Because, where is heiter trade, 
where is more money, where is money nurd to hay back that is 
bought by a country's' produce ? That " would be the way to carry- 
on, lo protect the interests of agriculture — which, of coarse, are 
verv iieporta.nl in every eountry — but ilia', carrying on of the free- 
1 raile priiir.hile to Ire.: exportation to other coontrics, is strongly con- 
necter! wllli l.lie gro;U principle of IVoetlnm. Without thai it is en- 
tirelv lie possible, f.et i:,e especially 1 ocnr the people of Manciies it, 
for having so far carried out the principle. 

My poor nation, Hungary, oven now', when groaning under the 
weliiin of ile:-.:]0i : nra. consumes eoO.ou manufactures of the value of 
two millions and a half pounds sterling yearly. In Ihat consump- 
tion, which is a verv great one. not « single yard of Manchester in- 
dustry ap|iears. Why > Because lire governments of every people 
are the creates! locomotives of principles. An alliance between the 
uli.soluliiil principle anil free governments and free opinions is im- 
possible and unheard of. And what, would he Ihe consequence in 
the future, il lluiitoirv had a free government on llio basis at liberty : 
Of course, the Hungarians, would unaorta.ke— will undertake— now 
dovelopmenls of indiiMry themselves. Eur the eotf.on manufacture 
they could never think of, hee.tuse it would not he natural to lliem, 
British exports during the last three years — that is to say, from the 
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which the iet urns have been made up by your Hoard of 1 

jfivo an average oi" ;i fraction under (! ,■■/. for each individual of the 

Russian population. To Austria. British exports are still lower, 

;ivcr:)pi(U>- I'.ir e\ery iudivi il n fraction over ■.!■!■■■/. per hear: ii:iri.:ig 

the same period. Yet. during these throe years, British exports to 
the United S : a"es 'vivo amounted on the average to more than 10s. 
for Giidi individual. Great as is this liirlerence, the difference is 
diiily increasing. The despotically governed counties are taking 
gradually less, ais.l tho United fitat'es gradually more, of your pro- 
gress. In the three preceding years, IS It. IS to, and ISlfi, your 
exports to Russia averaged T\d. They have ilillen off, as I have 
had the honor to state, !.o Bid. During ibe sum" three yours, your 
exports in the [Jiii: ell States :n : e raged 7s. fir/. They iu\ e increased 
by oitr! quarter — l.lial. is to say, up to 10s. ; so that not only is your 
market increased v.'i'h the inoreas' of the United Stales' population, 
hut every individiiiil of t!te United Stiles' popnlati hi c nits tunes mora 
of vour products, while in Aasi.ria and Russia (he reverse has laken 
place. 

You will rema.r'i thai, though yovi mvihl propon..onatr ■■; to their re- 
spective populations to have tin' times more comuierce with Russia 
ami Austria, than the United Stairs, yon have ia f:::t itotr'y hvo times 
more commerce with ilie linked States than with I'usvia and Austria; 
whence it. may be inferred that, under a tree Government, your com- 
merce with tlinntj countries would be at least hvo-and-twemy limes 
its amount at present. If {:!-'> or ! 30 mi I lions of Russia. A nstrta, and 
Italy were in the same condition a.s me ] iiij.li 1 v manufacturing United 
Slates, r!iose millions would consume as much ai least as 50 or 60 
mi! [ion's more than (he amonur of the whole mxarion of llngliind and 
Ireland, who wUh nal n rally to reduce taxation hv culling down those 
articles wdtosso very existence lends to the disinrbance of peace. 
Ji'ii how can von reduce your ai'.riiino'V.J w!)l'-.t i 1 ' ranee ins got her 
armaments en loot ready to lite li;iti:l of Changarnior t and liow can 
yon expect franco disarmed wdtii.-.t the armed despotisms are exist- 
ing? Therefore, ( venture to say, lim.f in entreaiing your aid for 
the victory of the. principle of liberty of Europe's continent, it is 
more than a dispensable compliment to yonr free trade school, of 
which I see the most able leaders and most eneri.rel.ie promoters 
around me. To be sure they are not men to do things by halves. 

Before my coming to yon. ladies r.;i<l gentlemen. I was asked by 
many win! oa.u I have lo do here when many of your most inllaeu- 
tinl individuals are intimately connected with the Peace Society, 
whereas I of course must tie aware thai whal Austria., by Russian 
armaments, lias taken a.wiiy from Hungary, it will not restore by 
noticeable means. 1'raueis Joseph, though a .lesmlt. surely h 
' >rthem '" ' 
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trade of tyranny. But this is true, and I will look oon ; idonl ! y : ..o 
several great associations of England. I hope thoy will support tlie 

frail, cause of wliiu.li T inn one of the humble representatives. I 
ope that it will lio supported I'V the religion!* associations, because 
in Hungary freedom of conscience is put down by despotism. Even 
in those very times the Protestants of Hungary slut their schools 
because they" were forced by tilt' Government to surrender their sys- 
tem of education iind give it into the hands of Lin.' Austrian Jesuitical 
government. 'Therelore they shut ii|i liieir schools, and 1 suppose 
they will not waul, for (heir support the religious proj.ec I ion seeiefes, 
I look to the protection of the Keioriu Society, 10 the i-Voo Trade So- 
ciety, to the Association of the .Friends of Italy, as, of cour.-,c, the 
cause of Hungary and Italy must be identical. 1 openly declare thai 
to none (if these associations 1 look with more hope lor a generous 
support iliao precisely to the Peace Association, And should 1 not 
ha.v'e entertained thi.-. expectation, tiie generous speech of one of your 
most eloquent and kind-heariod men, one of your most decided 
ii.rl.isan-., upholders end ehainpions of freedom, would have convinced, 
me I did not plead in vain for the support of thai, association of 

Too truly other associations can perhaps oppose the cause of Ilim- 

Kry. The Peace Society is morally ob,'ii;ed to support it. If it is 
jicai. eerfainlv it is. If it is willing :o fulfil the necessary condi- 
tions of its success, certainly it is. Everytuhig depends on a good 
definition, and none of the continent of Europe represents the true 
meaning of the won] '' peace.'' Let us take first, in a private aspect, 
the word " peace.'' A man, for instance, is kicked out of his house. 
What shah he do? Shall ho act aeeonihi;; to the principles of the 
Peace Association- try to convince by reasoning? Shah lie require 
tiie proteclion of the law? But whai shall he do whore (here is no 
hi.w— where he is out of the law ? I believe that to surrender so 
much, then, would be to surrender the principle of the security of 

Eropertv, on which a cerlain one piiiar or two, of social order repose. 
. would' lie contrary to the instinct of self-preservation, which God 
himself has adven us. Though I must consider the principle of 
peace which is taken up to he agitated, carried our by the Peace As- 
soeiation, a priociaie Lor '.eginiative a.doumm, :'w, principle of non-re- 
sistance Is a. different principle to that of pea.ee. That is precisely 
the case io Europe now. The nations are oppressed by me armed 
force of miiha.rv governments. Despots will not give way— at least 
they will no:, without a struggle. Now, what should do the aggressed 
natron ? Should they rely upon the principle of capilu'.a.ijou to iho 
Czar, or die other militurc uowers .' Capitulation is no ground that 
they should relv upon— that they will themselves aiiaudon their power, 
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development of opinion, whore is a single nation which was not 
fornix! lowiti these iusiii aliens by a legitmrn'-o defence of arms 
agnin.it arms'.' There is not a single case in history. Of course, 
when a nation j'k in i!n; happy condiiinn of tin; people of Eugrand, it 
is an example of freedom I" the world, which has its p;- t-lin inonl, ils 
free inKl.ital.ionK, ils respoi);r.'l>iliiy of ininisiers, its public spirit, a ad 
its position in the world. Much a country, of courser, will ooeerneed 
to have recourse to arms as material forces. But now in I'mgland 
arc these materials acquired 1 If you hat) not hail liio revolution of 
1 660, what i.ben wonldhave become of yout' parlkme:t*s '.' The-ei'ore I 
conlidenlly know tlia.t it is net possible for the glorious association 
of peace to have lite intention 10 condemn the nations of fhirope to 
a weak anil artificial fooling of dospolism. The tirsi principle of 
that great society is ;.l.e tl'i.rj i-.tinit principle. No one can subscribe 
more'' Isoiirlilv than myself to trial, principle. ■( VViiai is there in the 
Christian religion? 'I'iiere is your glorious, grout, angciio aspira- 
tion, " (jlorv to Cod in .11'';:. von, poo.ee ami good-wili amongst men." 
But peace 'to tyrants— that is impossible. Peace to murderers— 
that is suicide, that, is not part of the Christian religion. The 
secottil rale is, " Thou shall love thy neighbor as thyself, and thou 
shall mil. (In in others that it-hich liiou wouidsl not have done to thy- 
self." 

Mow. if somebody is in need because he is assa.iiod !jy a i.i'trderer, 
who burns bis house tlotvn, ami win) will slay him, would it not be 
contrary lo the. command lor me to siiv, that 1 never would come to 
lieip hint? ! assume tliat every member of wiia liver society— 
Peace Society, or whatever else — ['erueuihers the area* ride, " Thou 
shah (in In Iby neighbor 1 as thou wilt Ibat thy neighbor shall do (into 
thee." I find" in the Christian religion there is given io the emperor 
what belongs to him, but it is not taugiii. by the Chrisiiau religion to 
give hiiii wdiat does not belong lo him. Tin'; fr(;edom of opinion is 
not the property of emperors. The second principle of oris glorious 
society ',.-, tin! principle of non-iiiierveniion in foreign n.ai. iters. That 
is precisely what I ask {or: I am not come to England to ask your 
armed interference — o entreat Kngland to take part in ail armed 
restoration of Hungary. 1 only entreat England to respect, and 
make respected., trie principle of tiie sacred riglit of every nation to 
dispose of its own affairs. That glorious association I' consider not 
tin English society alone, hat an association of the world. It is not 
for England alone. It lias prod aimed to the world the principle 
of noii-imeriereuce, and, there fore, I. confidently trust there is not a 
single member of ilie f'oaire e-oeietv who would give Ibis definition 
of the word nou-inlovforeiico us in say, " iSorue or' Ifese depots v;~.<]i. 
to dispose of a. an kind, England will not care about it. !; That is lint the 
principle of rhis society, b. i.rsimo' ho its principle, we have beard so 
lo-uigki. from one of its most worthy members. It is truo public 
opinion is alm'ghtv, v.'here it can act. In what reposes the omnipo- 
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tence of public opinion ? It reposes in the belief that where it is 
resnce.ted by power there nublie opinion will make iue f respected. 
Tlii- behef'uivcs omnipoleuee to pubjc. opinion. Tliis gives a force 
to it by which it iL-arrir-.s things morally. That hemy; my opinion I 
declare limr myself, although I wouhi have peace [.e aii navious of 
Europe. F would have peace anil not prisons, because if i.liey have 
prisons ;!n.-v will have armies ; nations cannot bo five so long an tlie 
moral conduct continues io be sacrificed le the interest of certain 
families— so long as trio entire system of the aif'aivs of 1.1 ic ;;re:;test 
part of rluropc can bo summed up in these few words., " The people 
pay boeauseT waul -.nMiers ate! spies to keep -,i;i j:iy [lower." That is 
no!, peace. They n.re cuaius which Cm! :ias no: created for the world. 

Absolutism can only be defended by the contentment of nalious. 
Tt is calumny a.nd ill most perjury, to charge peoplo for soldiery anil 
spies. While there is freedom there is order. 1 view lhe.se thou- 
sands here— I view the thousands at .[.liriiiinghani— witliout a. single 
man to keep order, and 1 have never seen greater order tb.in here, 
It is not true tJmt nations like despotism and look lor it. There is 
no such people : but there is many a. people which feels less death 
than oppression ; and I am one of' them. So I am enihieil Io nay I 
feel wiiii confidence the identity of my principles with the- princi- 
ples of the association, and ihe identity of their prineip'.es with my 
wishes and my wauls ; and it is. therefore, that f was eoufi.le.ot ll at 
"Mniiehesicr. aoiu? one of l.lie most glorious works bops of ihe Peace 
Association, would prove to be a su[i;iorler of die cause of liberty; 
and this my preseajuient a.nd oxpee- h ation is closely fulfilled here. 

So, gentlemen, let ni'' now. in a few words, say w'uit arc Ihe prac- 
tical results which .1, in the name of my food country and in the 
interest of humanity, would entreat the practical and glorious peo- 

Ele of .Manchester io give a generous sympathy towards my cause. 
. may be that in these principles substantial aid may enter. I feel, 
gentlemen, i.hal never in my life, from no one. would i accept any- 
thing. My life is a proof of it. I wouid ralher starve. It may bo 
my fault;'! feel it is 'my nature; but for the triumph of liberty— for 
my dearest country. I would not lie ashamed to y;o beijgiiiL' from 
door to dour ,ike a' poor meittliea.iit. But. there are yet other tilings 
to which I look for a practical resuit. Firstly, public opinion has 
declared : tself freely ; lml.. to have force, (his public opinion must 
go on pronouncing i'-e'.f. Onlv 1 hope that the words of IA'h- ; --i(f, 
11 T would it were 'bedtime, ami "nil were well, 7 ' may never lie taken 
for a motto by the people of England; but. that public opinion may 
fro on to pronounce itself. But, (o be sure, there are many respects 
in which this prouuncialion wili tend to a. happy resit:: for uumiinily 
and :^y F.ngktnd also. 

First.lv, it. would be. a benefit to the cause of Hungary if public 
opinion is i!irec-ed to what, we are told alien! tiie secrecy ofdiploma- 
cy. 1 confidently declare, "I believe that every interior question of 
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n England is now resumed in the [ ore i;;n -office, 
resumed. .1; depends i"? ri r i r-: ■ I v 

upon how the foreign relations will lio tir.fjus;.Ri[. v.diclbor Eneli' n'd 
shall or shall nor have free-lrade in Europe. And so every otiiei 
tpieslion. Our relbnii (;uoslii.cis depend on 1.1m progress ol" desplle 
principles In Europe, or upon the progress of liberty in Europe. 
Every Jrilcriiji- rj nest ion is resumed there ; and T hnnd.iiy entreat tin: 
people ol' England I.o besiow more aueniimi ant! sympa.thy to the 
foreign relalions. and that l lie people of England, feeling i Uoitisek-ua 
to bo a rniistilutinnal nation, has a eonviesiou ihal it is right to ;;ive 
ft direction 10 l.lif> foreign aliairs in accordance M-i!.h 1.1 jc pu'dic opin- 
ion of this country, 'is pronounced liy those orga.ns which hi- tlie 
r<msliluli"i' arc established. II' the secrecy ol' diplomacy is turned 
out, I cor.lldcnlly hope that, wis! give to tlie public of liluglaial such 
a ivoi^ht o. the iieslnces of mankind, that i: shall mil. need to speak 
nf mural or material forces, but only to go on with the pronuncia- 



ii nl thai public, opinion, and it will carry into effect the principle 
liberty. Therefore, these are my wishes— meetings, petitions — 
a press to throw on!, -lie secrecy of diplomacy, ami iironounee lias 
...:ll ~r o... -i„ -r 17C.~i..-..l *!...* -.11 ™^.. 1... -__'■.! ] _ ..:_.!_. 



will of the people of England, that all may ho considered a . .. 
when the great day of d"eision conies. 1 liumhly risk this promm- 
elation of the public opinion ol' the people of England for a fall »c- 
kno'.yledgineni. of the several rights of every nation 10 dispose ol its 
domestic affairs. 

And by the principle of noii-iiiterferent'e, 1 undervainl not to permit 
the interferon en of one nation with another. Here T lake file oppor- 
tunity to declare, that it is true I lor my own onnrilry, and for my- 
self, have convio:ions ; I consider lhat after what has happened in 
IIi.mirii.ry. if it were the most monarchical connlrv in Europe, slid Ihe 
niero establishment of i: Is impossible, because the irearlicry of the 
iio'.ise of Ilapsburg ii;is blotted out every hope of it. J.lni. it never 
(tii.nl e So my mind to have the pretension to «r> round ihrongh ihe 
world to preach government principles. Wherever 1 ire. I acknowl- 
edge iho right of" every nation to govern itself as it pleases, am] ] 
will say that I believe freedom can dwe'd tinder different forms of 
government. This f say, because gentlemen whom 1 have had thfl 
lionor to answer, upon an aiidross presenteii lo me — of course, not 
having quite well oiulerslooii my words — have "ivcu sueh it report- 
as that 1 should have said, [ uorisiilurec! in Europe there was no other 
ibrai of L'overoment possible — no oilier really i-onsdi.miona.l torn; of 
government, than a re|iijb!ie. Thai, was a misniiilerstaiiding. I nevci 
said so. I consider licit a form of government may be dlllerrut, ac- 
cording -.0 tile peculiar eironmsi.uneo.s of a nation. Freedom o.\lsli 
In Engliind under monarchical eny eminent its under republican gov- 
crnmciit. There social order is established. Combine icy repnbli- 
Citn convictions with tile principle 01 respect for ihe securiiy of per 
sons and property. 
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Here, gentlemen, I will end. The generous attention I meet with 
in I > i ■ ■ h lTi ■ L i;i;i : cw m? ijolicvr. you oxnoei.od on rind in i:)e s.:..molhb« 
worth-' of vour a;ten!ioii. Now tin: s-poll is broken whidi m-Lance 
had imuarted If. niv name. The halo of expectation has uu'd ;v.vr,y, 
and here 1 sir. as a'nlain common man, as thousands unit thousands 
are in your own eounirv. "But, ladle:* ami -onUeimui, however deep 
I niiiv lav,; fallen ill your est! runt ion, us W mysel;. let me most <:er- 
liiiniv be.lieye thfJl. the present day will jloi * nnisii without some beii- 
eii' 10 the e.uuse (if my iini.anov laniL and without some aenehi io 
Ihe cause of huniimit.v. Aiul,"tlierefo>'e, 1 end y.iili these words: 
People of Manchester ! lot not the world, let not history say, that on 
the eye of the lust, simple betyyeen dosm 

noih'inr bailor to five to ihe principle of freedom than I lie compassion 
of I'aidc- beans. " l'eople uf f'm.nhind ! shout, out wii.li marly reso- 
lution to liio despots of the world, like the people of old, thai the 
world shaU be free— and you have jtiven hoedem to the world! 
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[\atjtcs and Gentlemen,— 

Three years aao, yonder house of A . i ^t ri ■ s . which hai] chiefly me 
to thank for not liiivin;/ been swept aw-ay by I he revolution of Vienna 
in March, 1848, having in return answered iiy tin.; most foul, most 
-aerile«iotvs conspiracy amiusl. l.he chartered rJM-ljts. freedom, and 
national i 'x islet ice of my native land— it became my snare, fn'.'r.v^ tlii.'n 
member oftlie ministry, wii.li undisr/nised truth to lay beforetbo Par- 
liament of Hnnmiry fin.! immense dauyer of our bleedm;; lather-land. 
l!i!viti» 111:100 I bo sketch, which, however dreadful, could' he but a faitit 
shadow oi'the lion-ibli; reality,! proceeded 10 explain too alternations 
which out terrible destiny left to us, alter 1.1 10 failure of all our at- 
tempts to avert I ho evil. Reluctant to present tbe neck ofl.be realm 
to the deadly snaiie wdilcli aimed ai its very life, ami anxious to bear 
1.1 [i against too borrors of fine, and manfully 10 fiirhi. the battle of 
legitimate defence, scarcely bad I spoken tbe won! — scarcely had I 
iidded tbe words tluit the. defence would require 200,000 men and 
Si), 000, tUH.) of llorins, when tbe spirit of freedom moved ilirouyh liio 
hai'. and nearly 400 representatives rose as one man, and litiinq; their 
right arms niwards God, solemnly said, " We grant it — freedom or 

Thus they spoke, and there they swore, in a calm and silent 
majesty, awaiting wiiat lurl.iiei' word" mii;h'. fall from my lips. And 
tor mvsell': it. was my duty to speak, but the grandeur of the moment, 
ar.ii the rmdihi:! wines of s:'iLLu.oi:i boiouebeu toy ".ei gue. A ii:i ru-- 
iug :.ot:.r loll [)::y<\ my vy^. a. sigh of adoration to the A'.rni Lflrty .Lord 
[hi'tered on my lips;, and, bowing before the majority (if my people, 
as 1 bow now before you, gentlemen, I left the tribunal silently, 
speechless, mute. Pardon me my emotion — the .shadows of our 
martyrs passed before my eyes ; I heard the mi; lion™ of my native 
land once more shooting liberty or death 1 As I. was thou, sirs, so 
am I now. I would thank yon, gentlemen, for the "enerous sympn'.hy 
•■"''ill wifcli, in nn undeserving person, you have honored the bleed- 
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iii'rr. tho oppressed, but not broken, Hungry. I would thank you for 
tl/e'rav or hop-, which the svtnpa.i.hy of 1.1-n English pf"P li: (:a - °" 
Ihi. ni". 'fit of one fate. I would thank you, uviiUeiwn, ivarm.y as I 
lee', iii':! a« becoc.ios 1.1k: dienilv of ymiv fdo-iouii hud. But the 
words fr.il me; l.bev fad me nol muV from want of knowledge t„ 
v„n- "lii'< .,:,-.... iml ohietlv beea!i,-;' i.iv semnnonis are deep, and l.:-r- 
;,:,„, aiaUruo.' The Sonant; of man is powerlnl onounu to r,:nd:v 
tint ideas which tlitj human intelieel eo-icsaves ; but in Use rr^ui ol 
i mo iiui! deep seniimonts it is lint a. woak interpreter. These are 
hi:-p-,-h>: M-' die endless [dory- of I ho Omnipotent ! 

Jjtit could I dure to say someihinp.- about my iiiini til.s s?-.i w.iaon'. 
hivo-miii ■■ preMnnpliions, T would be:;- "leave to ota.te Liint il is lux only 
from lo-dav.'aot from sr.v early vtuu.h, i have been spmtu;:dy cou- 
noend widVllriLumiu. I 'was yet yomi;i, sir, under n.;t.rous cueiim- 
-lances aln-es; aui.i-i.iid.iolicadv, preparim;- my soul tor Lie .mure, 
which is it common one to us all— to ho u-efid so lar as po-o,d,le to 
bYd'orland and to humanity. The ;;veal t.ain.es that Im.vo nccniTeil 
1 coahl not. dien anlicipa.lt.!. I. could ma a niicpale iiiat it wa, Iwho 
would davojwmv:mloo-in ff :,,iob : ..:d; wayloibehvednm ot toolkit 
,,, 111V m ,, v e lii^f-dial il uats 1 who, hvapaiyiu- in several spe:a;;. 
oojecV of association wldoli iifi.s nvotluecd so many wonders in lb:i 
..loi-ioii' fonolrv— should have anproc i-dented mlli-ence on my mo- 
noids It 111 i'tom Il U ' I ' ' 
.];,■, i,;,:vi:ulnf:!s of acuviiv, am] by activity lo s:-.i-.-con!-.oou<.u.!--that 
til,-. 'h,-;:iioo i.fuiv people from d.ase hereciriiiv Iv.irlh.-ns that have 
v-.i-.i-i dvmdown for 6CQ i oars ; tiiatlho political eoroe-iaa-.io-i 
which I ram, formed the cboo hall o: privio-as mio «n oeen o.cplo yd 
common li'.iorlv. dial, tun sanction of iho ;nv;:i. i-n:LC:pl- ol oqiiii.ily 
in iliilio- iluiI JV'-iH. should ever In; a-seeiaied vvi-.h loa ;oro, ■ fi.. :i 
of mv humble name ; or that it shouid be my lot lo Tocouede the 
s;ebboreies:W:f p:lsl ayvs with ores-til mv --: u:s mid ihoOA l:>.-i (■.■■rf 
,,f m()l [,, vll f,;,:,. 1 could nol anticipate lha.l it was I who -laiult.! at 
one time of mv life be I ho shield of pronvnon lo the li-ad ol the 
proud hoiiss.' .a 1 fiijislrar^ in his tnvn impt'iaal rontlence, mid thai, 
socinf lias service rciuncd bv a war of extswiui nation lo iny naiive 
laml,'"it thoahl bo mv destinv to lead on ! Iuul^ht in -rah a ^w; -,':c 
Hlrntorlo lit iuilciicntieiice— that, 'trarode vdntdi ha- lurii inoinani— 
V e-"vi-'- mi unshakon I rust in the jnsliee of (jod- !. swenv— :er a 
m-.m-.r onlv "V!i ibe cnmbinetl powfr- of the des| 
e.iiidres w^-e aide to overcumt! by "ei-jn- for an idly a irnitov in em 
0W1I ,..: LL :^.,— lliur il should he inv deslinv !o leail on 1 Io!ii;riy m snob a 
c-.otesl. wliisdi. s]>iti! of its monier.itirv misfeiHiues, will stm [iieve 
the doathdiiow to Iho boiida.iro of feudality, die Inrnuiir p-unt in the 
fuu-n-e of at lea-', one h:df the Tlurs^pcan eoniincu', a evy ol alaian !o 
all nalions to miilf in ibe Cuiise of iVeedoin auainsi the union oi aa- 
re' -.i;i.-,m. and lo raise mv nation out of the narrow proem-den el a 
provincial vegetation to such a rank ;,s would make her an elemert 
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indispensable lo the Iriumah of chdlixutimi and liberty; and, at last, 
that I, the insignificant son of' modest Hungary, should be honored 
with so mucli noiiiio from this glorious land", Unit such as, since 
Hungary was a nation, no.! i.-.nueiiiati, or peruaps any other .-stranger, 
was ever honored with. 

These ami many similar liiings eou'.d ticvm have cntcroJ into my 
eariy drea.ms. The sphere of activity wlii..')i was llien Open to me 
was narrow as toy faculties, and modes! as my condition. Ambition 
never fruubied Uie peace oi'uiy itiiiul. I know Ilia:, it is not given lo 
man to choose Ii'm position in the world, b;a. I knew it is given to 
iiioi iion^.-M I v to lill I lio place which I'm 1 , aienco lias assigned to him. 
So 1 rested contented with the idea tluu l.bo great a roe hoot above 
knows best what use to make of the inoanest nail, ami endeavored 
to prepare ui_yseif to become a feeble instrument in ike hands of 
Providence to do sonm Sinks good work. In this endeavor i had for 
my teacher - 1; ;i.r. book of die, iiislory. It. was the great examples o!" 
the classical past ihat warmed the susceptible voting heart to noble 
aims and instincts ; bof the thirst of scrntiuj pushed on the mind Jo 
look ,'iroiind for some other master than the ruins ol" vanished great- 
ness, or those mournful monuments of the fragility of human Ihinis's. 
I looked round not for ruins, hut tor lifts, and to he able to teach my 
nation how to live. 

It was Ibsn 'dial my regards turned wkh adinirtitioii upon the An- 
glo-Saxon race, this living wonder of both hemispheres, the glor 

Albion. Hither inv al.U'tition was drawn by the striking re '■ 

and coincidence of inslitul.ions which the observer cannot Ian to 
murk hi toe histories of our past : hiliiev my attention was drawn by 
the fact dial 1.1 if fatal sickness ■:>}' i'luropean statesmanship, miieriieJ 
from ambitious conquerors— the propousky to centralize every power, 
anil to govern the people like imbeciles, even in their domestic con- 
cerns, is here. [t. has not ye; extirpated the germ of mitnieipal pub- 
lic life, without, which — T repeat the v.-ovd, which my bad peon unci;:- 
tion made not tpiile well understood on another occasion— I meat; 
that without a rnuuieioal public life, I believe ao practical freedom 
can exist; and for the loss of it all ministerial res ponsibiii Lien, a IS 
pari ia men '.arv omuipolencios, sir? hut a pitiful equivalent. But above 
all, hither was my a'.tenl.ion lorei'alv drawn by the wonderful great 
ness of your country. And 1 was .earc.hing die source of it, and ( 
found it, "not alone in you- institutions, because these, us every human 
thing, can nowhere he oniirely perfect, but I fount! ilium . together 
with your iustisiil.ions.ia that public spirit wiiieii pervades every libra 

Sir, like, tins spirit of God, which, on is rva. lion's day, spread over 
the waves, I found it in the freedom you enjoy Ves, sir, 1 found 
England not free because iniglky, gioriuiK, and great ; 1ml. T ibund 
her uihfhtv, "real and elormus. because iVee. So \v»^. Ihigiand to 
me trie book of life, which leu me on! of the ilucitialion of wavering 
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thoughts I:) unshakable principles, It was So mo (he fire weion 
ateeled my feeble st.rengtii with tlisic iron perseverance which the 
adversaries of fate (.Mil break but. never bend. My lieariavci my soul 
will as ln31.tr us I lire bear on itself the seal of ibis book of life. And 
so bis I'lnglarid lony ago become the honored object ol' tri.v admira- 
tion and respect ; and so great, w-as the iuiu;;^ of IJritamiia which I 
cherished in my bosom that, lately, w hen the strange pla.y of fate led 
mo to your shores, I could sea reeiy overcome some irac m approach- 
ing llioru, because I remembered that. Ihc li;iriiuiny of yreat objects 
wants tin' perspective of ilislanee. ami my breast, panted at the idea 
ihal the ha'o of glory with which linghiml was surrounded ill my 
thoughts wotdd perhaps ii'.it stain! ro the touch of reality, the more 
because T inn well aware ail llial is oilman, am! every u:_;e, has its 
own fragilities. I know thai every =soi:-ii.-;y, which is not a now one, 
hiss, beside-: its own fragilities, to iioar aiso lee burdens of the sins 
of tin; pant, am! T know it So bo almost a fantastical law in mankind's 
history, thai the past throws ovor so large a. shadow in the present 
and in the future, that to dispel it entirely the still must lie mounted 
very high, tint so much 1 must slate with fervent joy— that on the 
whole the miarjo which reality in England ]iresenl.s bears at every 
slop such a seal of greu.inoss, teeming wi:h rich life, ami so solif! in 
foundation, that it fii.r surpasses even such expectations as were 

And tho thing which in the midst, of your great nation strike a 

most, the mind of the ohsoryer, is thai, ho mods in moral, material, 
and social respects such elements of a continual progress towards 
perfeefion ; and these elements display such a mighty, free, and 
cheerful activity, and this activity is so i [■.■:■ I v ;iervaded hy the public 
spirit, of the people, that, however gigantic those l.riuniplis of civilisa- 
tion may be which ling'.and lias uiready proudly to shew to the 
astonished world, and great ihey are — they are limits caked wonders 
liy history which shrink to pigmies before them. Nevertheless, one 
fools by instinct, all this to bo but a degree-— a. gigantic one to be 
Mire, hut, stiil only a. degree to what posterity will have the lot toad- 
mire here. lint. ha\ trig the hutua to dine i:i li'.rniingham, sm round- 
ed hy you here in tin: Town-hall, which, like year free schools, your 
rtlarkci-hall. ami several of your hospitals, ad raised without any ex- 
ternal assistance, are so many proofs el' liie lofty public spirit, seif- 
conlidenl. force, a.ud perseverance of Hiiininghain, you will allow ine, 
gentlemen, to state, (hat in no place of England have 1 met the ele- 
inentsof yen- eomii-y's greatness un more s.>!id iiasis displaying their 
activity ; in no place I more eoulhlemiy hoped to see mal syiupa'hy 
winch I meet, lo have a. pvao'.icul rcsiih., chaii iiere in Jlirinimjhaiu. 

I have net. the pretension to lell year own hlsiory 10 yen. It is one 
of your particular .edorles to ca'i tnoe. iike William l.luiton your own, 
mid 1 like to prove what I say, so yen wail allow me briefly lo state 
the motives winch make me look to year city with tlatt trust tind 
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thai hope. Industry is a chief element of greatness, welfare, pow-or 
and might, li is indnslry which gives pYaetical value to science. 
In oilier branches of employment, human [acuity appears IoIibi 
devdoping power. but indu-.try is a creating [lower ; and boms' so. \< 
is ibo most, efficient b progress. I I v 

heneiieia.l in itself, becomes a pedestal lo lie public order i,f ;[ coun- 
try, mid a lasting source of public and priiutle welfare, when it in noi 
ei ly la-.-.lv dill'esed, Intl. also connected with an independent condi- 
tion of I he manufacturers, which independence, securing- a substan- 
tial condition to entire classes, cannot I'ail l.o inipa.rl. id Hie mannfae- 
turing mini that self-esteem, that noble pride, and that sentiuieul of 
proved dignity, which is the mark of a free mail, and Lite richest 
source of private and public virtues. It is so liiat wo see in i ho his- 
torical pel in. I of Mm middle a in... liie cities id he the lusi stroimhoh! of 
!iaer!v. when ;,;] around ilicm was feudal bondage. And wiiat were 
the (dues of old ? Almost nothing else hut corporations of mannfa.c- 
Mlr '"i indeponilen; in their sll.ua Lion, wording at the fire of their o"" 



domestie hearth, working for themselves—men whom we mMit 
characterize as sncill masters, mil. ovorwdielmin ; T in wealth, hut inilo- 
peniloui in their povhon. Ho became indesiry the lust stronghold of 
poluical Irecdoin, as it was p>eoise!v ilio moans of personal independ- 
ence. The development of science and wealth must have led, of 
course, to largo, miglpy iiiilaslrioi.s establishments, whore the secret 

Sowers of nature are ma.de subservient !o the creaiiug power of in- 
i.islry; and those mio-ny establishoien's arc even ;Ts benohoiul to 
every country, where a large population works lor employment, as 
they are glorious in the history of the development of mail's facul- 
ties. Inn requiring larye capital, and lliorelore more subjected to the 
ihicluations of commerce. Being exposed to gieni losses, as well 
as to ".real, gains, they have more of a personal character, whereas 
.industry largely dili'ised, and founded on a substantia!, independent 
situation of Mic.se who work, has a. more public am: polif.-al c hi mu- 
ter, anil constitutes a. lasting- public element of Lie condition of the 
country. 

Now, this is precisely the happy comlilion and the glory of Bir- 
mingham. It is mis basis upon which liiriuingha in rose i'roni the 
lime of Julius C;cs:n:. Always a seat of industry, it became the 
centre ami liie heart of a. large manufacturing district, hanging da; 
coaMiinalion of the lime, iron, and coal of that dislrict. in suitable 
forms lo become the common benefit of the world ; giving arms to 
those who .hid ihe lot lo fight for their libcraiion, liie penio ti.-t. the 
idea of Ihiuking men, toe cable to ihe wandering sailor, as also the, 
tine neck-chain to the fair bea.uties of the world. 1 saw with admi- 
ration the Crystal Palace, that, inagnilicont meeting-hall to human- 
ity. The meeting was in London, but. I wa.s lost in a wonderment 
at Hirmingbi'.ni's astonish mg industrious energy. T saw a.rul ad- 
mired the crystal foumuiu, trio most mngni lice n't work in elass in- 
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duatry. I know Birmingham lo be the metropolis of the yrtsil. ra.il- 
wnv system. 1 know dint it wts liirmbigham which jin.-i-.odad, liy 
its'ioo'i.l exhibition, die idea of the World'-! LLxij L'oirioi 1 . I know Hint 
il U ISir;iii[i!>ii,i.[]i which eave, by the genius of its Klkhtgton, the 
elootrolyjio do its. 1 know thai' machine-weaving was hero used 
before die power-loom -n;^ introduced elsewhere. 1 know Iba: here 
n-K die worksuori of Walt, wdiose Sveam-enghies blotted the word 
" distance" out of the dictionary. But what 1 too most admire is 
that von have even made (.he steam— this oinniferons power of our 
limes'— subservient te the peculiar demote and independent cl [.tr- 
actor of your hn-gely-diiie.scd industry, so as to he almost an article 
of domestic usa. 

The character of your industry makes mo consider liii-mmghni l 
os a real seat of dial strongly-felt spirit of independence a:ul free- 
dom wdtich mikes your glow and my hope, .Myself, the wantlormg 
eon of n bleeding" nation, feels, sj her two bar."] years, for the lirst 
time, mv heart dashed witli joy, because on seeing the English pee- 

C' -, and on inbaihtL'' their public spirit to my vevoi! soul, I eau I. ior- 
ar Ki believe that.'the freedom of such a nation tnnsi lie l:ie pulsa- 
tion of mankind's approaching liberty, ami ihut iho ]>art ol' the world 
whore such a pyramid of civilization stands, citnnol. be doomed 10 be 
Iho pre? of Russian or Austrian despots. Vou remember i'nulus 
Amuius', wiiese triumph by a. whim oi fate was piaeed iiotween the 
tombs of his two sons. 'You remember his quite Roman words— 
" C!u:l-m- ifamU* M»iC r?:-ini It-.lk-itu" ^/ese.'-i.'eiv' Were there any- 
thin"; in the world aide te console a Magyar for the mislorl.n.nes oi 
bis hi.lherlaml. here is die place where 1 woidd repeat Hie words of 
vender Unman son ! But. alas) (and wdio would blame me tor it'. 1 ) 
even here where 1 am, and so surrounded as I am, slid I feel myself 
«, homeless I — 1 1 all 1 I see entries lock my memory to my 
down-trotiile-i land. Sorrow losers deeper reel in human breasts 
than joys; one must be an Mile, and the home of die poor o.vile 
must be sidlering us mine is, that the hear! of man can feel the 
ooiiudless inl.eiisitv of die love of home. 

And, however strange it may -tnjieur i.o yen, the roo'.s of my lile 
are not wilhkt mvself, mv individuality : s absm-k.d in this thoughl, 
■■freedom and h-'adierhmd !" What is the key of dint boundless 
faith and trust my people hear lo me, their plain ^nmreleiieime; 
brother — a fiui.'i find ronlidonee seldom to he met in like manner in 
his way. What is the hey of it— that this 1'ah.h, ibis confidence, 
se-nds'slii; fast, neither troutded by Hie deluge of calumnies, nor 
broken hy adversities ? li is that my people look, and inke me still, 
for the iaeariia-oi; jiersonilieaiion of their wishes, iheir seinimeiii.-,, 
their ailed ions, ami t.boir hopes. Is it not du-n nine; tntitrid ihat the 
woes of my ooojdo also sbotdil he embodied in. myself? 1 have too 
co-ieentriiiedwoes ol' iitillions of Magyars in my breast. And allow 
me. iventloricu, a sort of national self-esteem in thai respect. Tb.0 
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] ico] ile- - -tint niighiy basis of the pi ram it! of nni : i kin -1 — ■ 1 : (> people is. 
everywhere highly bono ml lie. noble, anil rood. Some few may ho 
eelected to bo ihe honored of humanity ; they may, by tin: rioweri'ul 
soar of their genius, rise ;o ll.o very height whence, as .llalley or 
your Newton said, l; Jiau in forbiildoti nearer to approach God." Bui 
they arc inceptions, and, beea.use so, they arc tun Liu; mauifesiaiioii 
i.i I' lli' 1 eletnai law. Am! foil know 1 hi; iloi-olopmeni In which man- 
kind is call r : id in ;;oiiig on according to steady eternal laws. Those 
selected lew slam! on tin': top of humanity, so Iboy lire not l.ho basis 
of it, The basis is tbc people ; ihey are steady and lasting. My 
belief, therefore, is., (hat i( is (be kisiinci of tho people which is (hi; 
true revelation of mankinds divine origin. It is, therefore, I was 
saying, that tho people is everywdiero highly honorable, noble, and 

But, though to mo, as io a IltniL'tirian, that sort of sentiment may 
riol: he becoming which befits u lirisish man, who, whatever be his 

personal morhs, p-.i; and wiih right — bis greater, pritle in l.ho idea 

to ho ji. citizen of Croat firilairt ; siill allow me to prostrate myself in 
spirit, betoro the memory of my sultering people : allow me io bear 
witness before yen. thai, ihe pouplo of Jlueyars can take with noble 
seli L esieoin a place in the great family of nations; k, low ms, even 
in view of your greaiuess, to p-ruckiim that 1 feci [iroiir! to be a Mag- 
gar. While, daring our holy struggle, we were secluded from the 
World, our enemies, wauling to cover their crimes 'ay lies, told you 
the tale that we are in Hungary bur an insignilicant party, and Ibis 
party fanalieized by myself. Weil, I feel proud at my country's 
strength. Tboy stirred tip by foul delusions !o the fury of civil war 
our Croat, Wajlach, Sorb, ami Siova.ek brethren against lis. It did 
not sufhoe. 'J'lte house of Austria poured ah his forces upon us ; 
fifiil it would not do. We be:i.t tJiem down. The proud dynasty 
Was to sloon at Ihe foot of die L'zar. He thrust his legions upon us, 
ami still we could hate been a match for him. One thing there 
w:;s which we, Ihe plain clii! heu of slraigot uprightness, could net. 
match— ilia! is. ihe intrigues of Russian diplomacy, which knew how 
to introduce treason inio our ranks. This caused us to fall, com- 
bined with Russian arms. -But still wd were styled to be only a 
party ftnaiicized by me. 

Well, " 1. thank [.hem for the word." 1'ou may judge by this wiutt 
wili then be, when not a mere party but. together all the Magyars, 
also all the Croats, Walkiehs, Herbs, urn; S'.ovacks, molted in one 
body, will range under the standard of freedom and right. And be 
sure they will. Humanity, with ils cbudish fiiiiii, can lis deluded 
for a moment, but the bautlage '.eon fails from its eyes, ami it 
will he ehealed no more. And yet, though we are oppressed, i.hcy 
are oppressed ant! deceived. Aflorwards, the scorned party turned 
out to be a nation, and a valiant one t but slilJ they said it is 1 who 
inspired it. Perhaps 'here might, he some glory in inspiring such a. 
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jiaiion, and la r-uvAi :t degree. Tint I cannot accept Iho praise. No ; 
it is nut T wilt) inspired ihe I I unjiarian peoph: — ii was the Hungarian 
people who inspired inc. Whatever I thought, si.ne) still rkink — what- 
ever ] felt, ami still feci— is but a feeble pidsaiion of dial hearl which 
in the breast of my people Wats. The glory of battle is ascribed to 
(he loaders, in hisnny— theirs, are (ho laurels of immortality. And 
yt't on moding- the t!am>er they km; v.- thai, alive or dead, tlii'ir name 
Will upon the lips of the people forever live, blow different, how 
purer, is ihe li;>;bt spread on the image of thousands of the people's 
sons, \vl)o, knowing (hat where they fail they will lie unknown, 
(heir names unnonorod anil unsung, but who, nevertheless, animated 
liy the love of freedom and fatherland, went, on ealtnly, singing na- 
tional anthems, agiuns!. fbe ballories whoso cross -iires vomketl death 
n.iul destruction 011 diem, and look them without tiring a. shot— 
tliev who lid: falling with lite shout, " Hurrah for Hungary!" 

And so tliev died hy l.housa.nds. the unnamed demigods. Swell is 
lite people of Hungary. Hljll, they say it is 1 who have inspired 
them. No ; a thousand limes, no! It is lliey who have inspired 
me. The moment of death, gentlemen, is a t.'rea.ry one. Even- the 
features of Oalo partook of the impression of this dreariness. A 
shadow passed over the brow of Socrates 011 drinking iiie hemlock 
Clip. With us, those wdto beheld Ike nameless vie'inis of the love 
of country, lying on the death-field hcnea'.k I'mila's walls, met hut 
lite impression of it smile on I tic h'o/.en lips of the dead, and the dying 
answered those who would console, hm. by the words, 1: Never mind ; 
jSutla is otirs. Hurrah for the fatherland !" So they spoke and 
died. He who walnossotl such scenes, no!. ;>•; an exception, hut its it 
constant rule,— ho who saw die adolescent v.-eop when fold ho was 
vet too voting 10 die for his laud ; lie who saw the sacrifices of spon- 
taneity ; be who bean! what a fury spread 01 er the people on hear- 
ing of (ho catastrophe : he who marked bis behavior towards the 
victors, after ii.il Wits lost. ; he who knows what, sort of etirse is mix- 
ed in the prayers of the iUiujvar, and knows what sort of sentiment 
is burning alike in the breast of Ilia old and of (he young, of the 
Strom; man and of [he lender wife— and ever will in: bnrmeg on till 
the boar of national resurrection strike,;— he wdto is nwari: of all 
this, will surety bow- before this people with respect, and will 
:ie knowledge with me, that such a people wants not to bo inspired, 
bal that it. is an everlasting source of inspiration itself. This is the 
people of Hungary, And' for me, my only glory is, that, ibis people 
found in myself {.he persnmrication of (heir own sentiments. This 
is all he can tell of himself, whom you are honoring with so many 
tokens of your sympathy. Let me therefore bold the consoling 
faith that, in honoring mo by your sympathy, you were willing to 
give your sympathy to the people of the Magyars. 

R ill. let me ask what can be the meaning of the sympathy of the 
Jlii'dish people? Is it but a funeral feast offered to the memory of a 
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nob'e i!er,d ? God forbid! The people of England are the people 

(if life; their sympathy Mourns to the life. The hurrah which 
greoied me on your shores— the warm, sincere eluding of the hun- 
dred ihousands ii; your streets, so generous and still mi modest, so 
loud :ind so sincere, so free and still so orderly— I lake for the 
trumpet-sound ol'tho iri iitnpli of freedom, pistice, and popular rights. 
To be sure, deep in :lie sorrow which weh'bs on me : ii. is, as L have 
sank Hie coneoi:lial/'d woe of millions; lint do not think, 1 pray, this 
sonny." to bo iliac of dei-iioiiiienoy, which knows unthimr heifer than 
hopeless complaint. _\o ; iliis sorrow is such a one as "enlarges ti,e 
horizon of hope and perseverance, zoning, like i.bo Auna'us"nf ilie 
fable, new streiiglh from every [ii!!. ' Let "me, therefore, as-sure yen. 
gentlemen, mat ilie people ol' Hungary has a future yel ; let" me 
confidently siaio thai the p. mile ol' lindane! ha.ve :ior spent their sym- 
pathy lo a. corpse, lint, we'll mar you ask. '■ What are the uiolives 
01 !l..s kope ?" The first basis of inv hope is the Almig!:.'.y himself 
--■he Uod of. Jnslice who e.a.nuo! gran: a hesiiug yielory to wicked- 
ness. History has lo lie sure reeordeil the downfall of'mighlv em- 
pires, ol milieus. !o whom ce. upareii. ihe .\1 i 
a name, lint the tali of ihos:; uaiious weis precisely ill" rovelnfou 
of the eiernal jnstice of Geek They fell fw their own crimes. Na- 
tions <fe. i.i m by suicide. Thai is not our case. Hungary is not the 
sacriiice oCils own erimes. An amaitious woman had" in" the paia.ee 
of Vienna liie sacvil.-eious dream lo raise a child to l.he seal of power 
upon :.ko nti.is of liberiy. Wei! she knew that God would not be 
wii.li ner, bai she knew thai the Czar would lie with her; and wha.t 
do ikey e.ire for l.iod if omyihe Czar he wii.li them ?— I be Czar who 
dared to boast i.'cit he has the eufinij ie put his too; upon mankind's, 
neck. Arrogant moriai I Uiou dust before God: iSo. "emiemen, 
by.- neb an act a nation may suiter, hut not die. The" (Toil of hit- 
mimiiy cannot ad nil. this. Ami do you not already ids judgment 
mark 2 They said,' 1 Down wilh tlnuifa.ry. thai llaps'b oars inav rule 
as ihey p!ease.' : And loot: they had already in lb" 'first a.ol of 
loei- sacrilegious plot lo inendicato the lielm of" him whose aid rutve 
taem di-honor^ble bondage instead of the coyeted. mio-lit. They 
longed 10 be I he sun, and have nations like moons to revoke around 
Ikeui in ohoilieuoc ; and Ihev themselves liecame die olmdieni moon 
of a frail mortal, Let (hern nol rely on their Czar; bis hour also 
will come. The millions of Russia cannot be doomed to be nothing 
else than blind insirumimi.s of a single mortal's despotic whims; 
Idimiaary M as a nobler destiny than w be the footstool lo die iimbi- 
noa o! some families, Tlie destiny of mankind is freedom, sir, ami 
Lie sen of freedom .■■]]! rise oyer Russia, also : and in the mniLherof 
hberuied melons who will raise the song of thanksgiving to Goil, 
nol even the Russians will fid. Ho lei 'he house of Ansti-ia trust 
to m, Cw:. '!'he peonle of Hungary ami myself we trust to God! 
Tlie second anchor of my hope is my anioweriny; faith in the des- 
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Liny of humanity. Tim realization of this destiny ran have no 
other basis l.han'iho pisiiilo itself However iirrogii.nl. may there- 
lore he those poroiilaLos ol' the comment, who, unlike to ihe gmoioiis 
Queen of these isles, take themselves for the ;ii:n, ami the people 
but for a mere tool, 1 have the firm conviction that every suites or- 
ganization is perverted, perverse, and doomed Lo bo turned up., where 
single individuals or skefie classes have ihe pretension Lo constitute 
(lie basis of ihe seeietv, ' Mankind has but one: single aim. and that 
is mankind itself. And tliis aim lias hut a. single iusinmiouL, man- 
kiud auain. They are rebels against Hod who believe dieir eu.lling 
Lo he— to form the Alias, and to bear npon iheir shoulders the vault 
ot biiiuaehy. On- single pressure et too vault and ihey are crush- 
ed lo dust.' Tiii'y aye rebels !ip;ainsl. God who believe the great 
pyramid of mankind lu;l Lev the purpose to e?:ist lhai. they may proud- 
ly stand on il-, top, having the preiensiou to doom the pyTiuiud to 
Imini.biLilY. oiiiv to serve as ;t pedesloi to them io look ote.vn I niigh- 
tily from the heighl. One sheering oily, and Lliey are siukod ell, 
and bulled down 10 ihe dust. There lei them lie ! 

Truly on throwing one nnpreoece.pied rehire on the gr.aest pari 
of our continent, sir. on locking lo Germany, to Austria, in Hungary 
—on iookhm lo the indignities of liotuo, or lo that ot Maples, the 
horrors of which Air. tiiadslone has hn.eiy with generous intbgna- 
t:on sliov.il— on looiiiiiL' in geneva! to that Italy wbiea enmm Lab -.r 
Lo become furious when v.'ith ils glorious remembrances il easts btii 
one look inlo l.tio mirror of ils present, horribie sale — on easting a 
•dunce oven ever the great I'roiien nation, which ihe fairest imi's of 
(hree great revolnlioii~, the glory outside and Ike freedom within, 
one by one beholds ab-oriiod by eor.lralixing omnipotence— upon 
seeim/ all this, it is not possible, sir, that the impreocomiied obser- 
ver, 10 whatever partv lie may belong, should not b" convinced this 
ditnanon to be so unnatural, so much in contradiction whh the laws 
of nature and lire destinies of iiinnaiiity,— it. is in snob striking op- 
position 10 the most saered huoresis of millions, that. il. is entirely 
impossible 10 endure. And, besides, when we see Ihe great and Ihe 
pe:ty tyrants, Imiv tbey have ;)ahf Iheir people for having been mer- 
okid to litem, wi'iosi tin" people might have been hut just.; and when we 
see how tbey are incorrigible, bow they b-ive nothing forgotten, 
nothing lea nil : when we see, on the oilier side, bow nations have 
bv common suffering learnt that, their file is hound one for .'mother 
in nerlo.et ..oiidaritv ; and out of this conviction whaL Christian broth- 
erly love sm-Lmg'iin instead— the nnhaopv rivalries of old which 
jbrnied the sole s.reuylh of the 0:1 pressors— sir, it is quite Impossible 
not to feel that we arc already on the eve of those days when the 
onpivssed na!i ei. will hold the greatest, eourl-day ever seen, before 
the verdict of which all urliiicial buildings of mankind's 0|ipre-ssion 
wtli fall to dust. 

The third anchor of my hope is the history of my nation. Our 
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■m, and still the Magyar lives, 
time when one half of Hungary 
was under Turkish dominion, ihe ol her half under trie imu rule of the 
Baslas or the Camitas, tin.! model after which the flaynrins of the 
ilay — or I should rather say their masters — were formed. The hor- 
rors of Arad are not. 'lie lirsi bloody leaf in 1.1 ic house of ilapsbiirg's 
history ; and still the Magyar is alive. Tin' house of llapsburg has 
during more than three (henry centuries exhausted against us open 
force as well as all sons of emit. Ti has fomented our discords, 

Sioiaoned our habits, undermined our national character, lopped out 
reedotu, rohhed us of our rights. It has imuoi'erishod. weakened, 
oppressed, us; and uiy nation has not perished yet. The single 
genius which ins to bo found in the house of llapsburg.. Joseph {but 
he of old, and not the 'uoilon; Frauds Joseph j-- beiu Ids powerful 
mind to the design of Germaoi/.iug Hungary, ami of melting it into 
his etnpii-e : and our country, ami our nationality, already by the 
preparative emming ■ j K ungrateful Alalia Theresa, east back io the 
huts of the poor, did but. with 1'onowed sireugih out of [he ordeal 
arise. And even we, ib.ree years ago. the feeble offspring of migh- 
l.ier limes, there we stood desiring nothing hut pence, in order that 
the aiu-iike industry of the people may change into a paradise our 
country, stopped in its progress by Ion;; sufferings. There we stood, 
hot only not si (.spooling treachery and royal perjury, hut even then 
riot willing lo believe it, y, lieu il ought, to have been believed ; ami, 
because no! helieveig, there we stone unprepared lo meet the d auger 
which gatherer.! io a frightful manner over im, and so we were at- 
tacked — and you know, gentlemen, how we were aUarMed, ami we, 
sec'.nileii from tiie abole world — alas ! forsaken by the whole world 
— without friends, without an army— four seamy ranks filled with 
treacherous elements, who delivered our impresses — wiioout. money, 
without arois. without ammunitions — still we boa! buck the tun. si as- 
sailant, yea, heat him down, thai he. flew to the foot of the C^ar, 
oieialiealhig his u"islanee ".o his impious design ; which he obtain- 
ed it is true, hut had to pay for ii all his hopes, ail his future honor, 
independence and dignity! 

Who could think this Hungarian nation not lo have yet a future, 
sir ? Even the means by which it was oppressed did this future but 
assure. While the bouse of Austria, by the maimer of its victory, 
and the manner of making use of thai yicbiry in Hungary, in Vien- 
na, in Prague, in iuily. has doomed itself to certain fall — while the 
house of Ausiria, precisely by its victory, revealed :1s power lo have 
no natural basis ai.all- meanwhile has my nation, precisely by its 
fall, to Europe revealed that, she is neoesiiiiy lo I'lurope's -ee.urhy, 
as also by her glorious defence, she revealed her vitality. While the 
house of Austria, on ihe faith of bis own crimes, is -hi, sliding down, 
so a.s slide must lie who came upon ihe bridge painied by Milton's 
master hand, tny nation stands fast amidst all adversities, unshaken 
2S 
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;:i eouran-e, steady in resohtl.bin, firm in enulidenee. While the hoivss 
of Auslrkn shiliii:; ii]o:i.«- yosid;:V fund bridey, estranged from itself 
cycry people, limited every rice, every interest, iind revoln :1 anams; 
itsm!' cverv sentiment I U I i II 

Bfii ill Constantinople : meanwhile my nation has bad if) r.ovittmt! 
wit.ii millions ol' ihose who, stirred up" by foul delusion, ibuohi with 
the fury of ojrtcrinuiation against us : now liiey all hn.vo 'earnt ill tit 
epressioii is but 
[ho tool of thi.ni- own servitude ; "mill they nil look as femmdy io; 
the day of retribution as we ourselves. Could nnyliuiiy onrneslly 
tliii'.k lltai tfe :'f!ae.yars t:nd till their follow- people, hauled tn iheir 
v<;!-y iLt-;'.L-;. tl;M! f'ohemian. the it::, the Croat, t.h.: (ilavon, I lie LSuhv.a ■ 
liti.n, the Walkeh, Hi'.! eierh; yen, even the Lombard, and !:ie Vene- 
tian also— the Lombard w'tieh Austria even now ln.il. v.-rii imi iron 
glove dares to t.eueb, and where Itadetzky during leiee so.-- y:u.; 
has munola'cd iSTI;'! linman livos on the scaffold , rod yonder Vone- 
rtiLii, wlio euonol forbear to Wfjop tours of blond, niton !ie elm iif.es to 
look Kl.-irif from the Kinltn— eould nuvbodv t .ink that all Ihesf of- 
iended bleed;!)?: nation-; ean lialaly bo mc iod together by ilia alche- 
mists of Vienna in thy crucible of mid."..! ; .|;ivcry ? 

With us, Hininaiirns, I hero have been alchemists of utiicr slump 
1.0 make ibe samd 'rial. Sir. men like .loseph tlie Lie.-ood. .'Jul all 
in vain. Tboujvh Jom 

1 1 ie neopie oi' Uini^trv- .uhobiionol' sia vorv. a:! I liberty to conscience 
and'lo tlioiuvlsi. — still 'the trial tidied, iim Francis Jos.--, eve i.:i I : : 
be, liie blood-si all led child, so ;;ivo io im: devru-iroildee. nations.' 
Oppression al homo, shame and curses t: broad ; one-r.nd-adiall' mill- 
iards .if debis: an approaching bankruptcy : the monopoly ol lobnc- 
e.e,; heavv sbm'i dados ; coiismoptiou taxes (ibe vory rrueo lelis ibe 
nsutiie of it): and all his other ^io-sous mentions to dram the .ile- 
sweatef the ' people, These are bis gills. And wb< n Hie 1=1 nut 
nmriinu-.-i of groans raised bv Iheso sifts. In spile of martial la w, the 
hangman, ant! ibe si ale of siege, rises so high as u> reu-u even die 
ii.ri!-.-':il palaces, do von know. :?c:ii tmion, what liie oo.n.vi.n..; a c- 
sweris? I will t.eil'voa wish liie v. r\' words of lite most divided 
nrran of Viennese isobi.ios: " It is told the Magyars are discon- 
tented. We know it well ; bat. it was not our design io see i.l.eni 
ronlonsed. hut to see ilium pay.'' ilorrilile ! This word :?ivr.:y ibe 
key old ho unavoidable future in your hands, "ami! erne si. Tin: house 
oi'Ansiria will not ho loved, bit; pail' Well, i imueiry wdl pay oil' 
ub it owes to tbem. Ii will pav tiioisi, T swear in Ibe name o! i:ic 
honor of my native land. There avo s,-,;)!-; nal.ions : sir, on- siiuaiion 
i4 which, iiionidi very tiaiiil'id upon i.be wuele, promise s:i!J Mime 
duration to the "power; heeattso :i( least some elnsses there are, the 
interests of whom are mil. hurt. In 1 Inn.ia'y, ;>:r. e.veepl some ht.m- 
[Ired foroien iunelionarirs, iliore is not a siuele iw- n. Mill less a siu- 
j/io (...lass.Mh..). J '.' inleresls >y;:r? nsL morially hor:. Wo:ind,el is ihe 
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na lion's hear:, i"- 1 :i"j H ■: ■ j ■"! r : ■: ■ i ■ . i-c-1 j ;j; i n :i . 1 : e 1 1 : or. natioiuif ly, 'uadoni, mem- 
ory — wound: :d in all that ii. held sacred iml dca.r. (iesidos, wounded 
is tin: mul.ei'hi I interest of every cda.ss. TliC landlord and (lift agri- 
culturist, Hie citizen a.ui.l the soldier, the artist a.nd Ihe scholar, the 
workman. The merchant., tin.' jirofessionist — all cut down to . ! . ; 1 r poor 
YVallachiaii who lived upon soinf; phim-irees, which he now cats 
down to free himself from tin.' heavy dories laid upon him. Else- 
where whole classes may be lound who dread every chaise. In 
Hungary there is no!- ;; single class wdiich the wise ami houost Aus- 
tiiaa government, by his pair Trial cav.es, had no! driven to die point, 
(o be forced to i ii: -i l ■ ■ ih': most complete change, however desirable it 

And we hire yet one lliiug not to forgot. The people are mere! 
fal and generous. They can forgive those who govern many a 
fue.lt, as lung' as the faith (o (he rulers is not plucked out from their 
heart. jtul where (here is no more such iailli. there is lie iiowcr on 
eat'lh again to knit a lasdng tie between the rulers a.nd the ruled 
"Now that is t!ie very ease v.iih Hungary, ft experienced sueh lailh- 
lessee — ,, s ice an injury from the dyiiasi.v. that :he faith in the mo- 
rality of this dyna.sly is to ihe iasl roof. plucked out from Ids heart; 
so much so, that the nation hoals the reign of rigiit, ia.w, and justice, 
impos-.ii.'e under the I l.ipsbaigs. Mow she ah I it not ? livery day- 
even now brings new fdseiiood, new treu.chery: every promise has 
turned oat to he a. lie, the Imperial word has heroine equivalent to 
perjury, and in addition, the peonie hare been told ilia; the liapsburgs 
will have tmwy and not love. As the C?ur has hroirgei liie I laps- 
burg's to us, -o ilook once I) .ought Ihe Stuarts back lo you ; hat die 
laifii was lost in (heir morality, and when: are they now? Forsooth. 
I say, there is mnoh likeness in our histories. We are now- where 
yon were after lli-.;o. Only time went on. It will not last, so long'. 
Look to history. .Restored dynasties have no future, sir ; and in 
Hungary, a for what it experienced, no monarchical roiubhiadou has 
a future. Hut the house of Austria can have no future even beyond 
Hungary, been use it has lost every natural basis of its existence, and 
that is a had reason lo chtim further life, find the house of Aus- 
tria in 18-18 been just, lowards the nations it rules, or wise towards 
the great Herman national family, it might have had a future yet \ 
but while it deceived tiY\ji-y one of its own nations, to Germany it 
rendered itself. Where will at last subside the (lucluaiions of great 
Germany's lino it is not tor me to tell ; but sure as it is thai, they will 
somewhere subside, even so sure it is that, the wedge-stone of it can 
never become yonder house of Austria, which threw ilself away, to 
be a mere tool of Russian preponderance, which being u foreign one 
is also even as ambitious as despotic. 

The rule of the house of Austria in Germany would uereforo 
equally bur; as well the' national leading, as the sea; mien:, of liberty 
in Germany (as even the intrigues ibr supremacy already show) 
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witlnr.it having even a.r.y giery to oiler in exchange. The historical 
basis nf luxation i: has Ins! : tin: basis of llie new era it refused to 
accept, how i-heii should it continue to live? It hail yet. one n.rlillr.ial 
fancy of its existence, the idea of bmngr necessary to Europe against 
Keshan onucpotenee, thill Europe might not become Uossaek, as 
Napoleon said. Tlio ill™, was idle and false ; because the guarantee 
of Europe eou.'d never he sough! in one family, liiil. in nations. The 
Men wa.s a falsi.- one, hut still It. war;. Where is it now ? Since: by 
asking k:k! .i.eceotmg Rnssiiin armed interference against Hungary, 
the house of Ausiria became ;i mere vanguard to Russian preponder- 
ance. Its existence not only cannot be necessary to bun-ope, but it. 
turned (.0 ho rather <lari go nuts to it, since it is precisely Austria iha.t 
has thrown usi in Europe liie conventional public law am! -o-oallod 
' nn of equilibrium. So the house of Austria-, bare of all natural 
ants of life, has but. three ihings 1.0 vegetate upon—loans, bayo- 
nets, and the t'l/.a r. its eternal wars lead to bankruptcy— us armies 
are composed oor of too sons of those nations which hale it as man 
nates the hand which tiie blood of his mother lias spilt; and as to i!ie 
C/.ar. Europe will not, eantiof, admit him to rule 011 the banks of 
Lie Rhine, of the ilanobe, and of thePo. 

Let, Lherci'oro, the hon,e of Anuria, proudly relying on its bayonets 
aod its C/.jr, I rumple upon oppressed nation,. I know llie armies of 
today are not. (be eondofiicris 0! old— I know thai, the light has 
stuea'd, and oven haveners think — I know that all the Oars in the 
world an; bat moan "dusi in the bauds of God --and so 1 lirinly hope, 
nay I am cerla.in, I shall yet see Hungary independent and free. 
You have to judge, gentlemen, by what 1 have kail ihe honor to 
expose, if 1 here no' serious niolives format hope. Hat still one [have 
to add. The last not least of alt. It is the sympathy not. only of 
every oppressed, but also of every free nalioii ; it is the sympathy of 
the iiiiethtv Kngiish race, called to be toe pillar of oppressed human- 
ity, the mi.uigvr olfspring of which gioi'lovts race, those in the mighty 
repuhlic.'of the now work:, has put under ihe ban of mankieil the op- 
pressors of 1 [angary and sea', a war-ship to conduct me out. of prison, 
wide i.he elder brothers of thai mighty race here in these glorious 
isles raised its powerful voice to break ihe chains which lettered my 
activity, and, upon my arrival i.ai its happy shores, honors me with 
'" -'n almost iniparii.llided in hisiory, and this too in the very 



it when the blood-stained llaps'aitrgs, -aging like an impotent 
Ini'.ous chihl, let nail my name to the gallows. If«' "' ' ' 

air! My honor is not coincident on Hapsbargian folly, 
rage. There may he rather some glory in the idea to be haled and 
feared by b'.ooev despots whom nations curse. I vow to do all where 
1 can lo'merit tit's Inured, this fear. 1 have the honor to represent 
a principle, sir ! The English race, in honoring me with : i„ gener- 
ous sviiioatiiy, oas pronounced in favor of this principle. To" lJ.-i.ps- 
Latrgi uai; it'to the "allows by a hanjjnian's hand. It is o defy, it is 
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a challenge of an a-rogm-.t ty-int, to the pi fid in opinion of the world; 
a defy in j on! sympathy, gentlemen ; a defy io I he generous sy mauley 
the fate of my couirry is honored ivii.h in mis glorious land. 

I fear not to l>3 contradicted when I say, that it were a want of 

appreciation ;lI in-. :■ M lete an oiibnce to tin: peopie of England, wore I 
capab.e to think tills sympathy l.o be iiodimg nir^o that, the passing 
emotion of noble, hearts, is o, sir ] full wc'A do I know Mint tlio syiri- 
paihy o!' Lue people ot' L'ngknd is no idle tiling-. If the people of 
England has once taken a cireoi.iou, Lis onec bestowed its sympnthv, 
has bent its iniiul lii auylhuiy, it will carry it— ii. will have out of "it 
some practica! result.. Tills firmness of eharucror, this nntirablc per- 
severance in every groat and noble aim, is the true key of your 
country's greatness, gentlemen. So 1 rely upon it eoiilid'onlly, sir. 
Wiiat is ii J could cure to look to as for a practical result of the 
people of England's generous sympathy for my native lain! '? That 
is a mailer wlilc!: myself,un iinpreiendm;; strimirer. could bui.sligh.ly 
dare to touch. But would I not too much tire yon, I woultf beg 
leave, sir, brielly to state some few particulars out of the past, lor 
future's sake, lie tore all, 1 have to insist upon the point, that ilie 
manner of taking such a view of the Hungarian revolution — as if in 
m;;aing ii. anyoniiy in I in- word ciJii.1l: ;i:n o had Ins band in it — is an 
entirely J alse one. Let the word— Hungarian revolution— be a 
praise or a reproach, it is a matter of fact that we have made no rev- 
olution, sir. 

Take a man who, confident in the protection of buv, rests quietly 
in iiis iiouse; ami toe irgin -watch, instead of taking tare that his 
i.r:t.:i(jiiilliiy n.uy iie not disturbed, gives hhcself the incendiary torch 
In some fellow-lodgers of las nouse, ami persuades thein.by te.-soiiood 
and promises, to earn his house and io murder him ; and lie, starling 
iron: his rjuioL rest, rushes from bin room to put out die lire una to pre- 
serve bis lili;; and iiii cries out for the very ni^lit-watch to help him 
in his legitimate defence ; and Ibis very iiight-weiloh brings an armed 
guard iviih himself, and instead of defending the injured man, cails 
him a I raitor and a eonspiralor ior daring to otipese i.ae honest incen- 
diary, the hi.il Jil'ai murderer —yea, more, lie joins the iuci.vi dairy, raid 
rushes on the injured man with his armed ginird ; and he, the poor 
injured man. calls together ids hre:!ircn and his se.us, heats down ilie 
incendiary, tlio murderer, the night-watch, and ids guard. Is there 
any honest., any just man in the world who could charge the man 
Willi having eoinmilied an assault on the legiliniiiie umiiority of fie 
nignt-wateh, sir ? .1 have given yon hi [his popular sketch the his- 
tory of the past l:Lnn»-arian war. 

I beg not to be misunderstood. Sir, it is not the fear of the revo- 
lutionary euosriun wriir.h makes me say this. Iain a man of justice, 
i'lglil. and liberty, sir, and will be so my whole lifetime. Liltle do I 
care for, how ("he sworn enemies of justice, right, and Liberty may 
call me, sir. Yottr Hampdeus, your Russells, and Sidneys, were alsa 
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oa'.lod revolul'ouisls i:i their tu v n ; and so. uiiy Cod aless me. I. \vi\ 
never be lonejug for ii. brighter fame than theirs ; s:ill less wotnd ' 
see this disavowal applied to Ibo future, sir. To be surf!, I lake it 
revolution for a very great misfortune, sir; but also bieddy J own 
tli:Lt an oppressed people, seeing every ivhoi- mourns of preservation 
fail, lias a rigid io make a revel alio:). The people ofEnglaud must 
acknowledge ill's Until, because the freedom and greatness oi" I'm;;- 
land derives from the practical success ol' tins truth. Highly 1 own 
thai my oppressed people is in this very ease, iiul I leek, sir, lor a 
lively interesi l.e verify a mailer of fact, aod io reduce the misrepre- 
sentation-: of tyrants and their satellite* loiheh' just value. All the 
like gossip about anarchy, about our having bean iiiiki licentious 
ilea a :/"..- 1 a ■■;, who were Ibrniing incendiary plot., against the tran- 
quillity of neighboring state* ; about my oo-jiolic iioioniment carry- 
ing o:i Hungary with me by lerro'tsm ; anil all oilier trivial phrases, 
in which soui-oppression oi' manhind exceb.., are culire'y lobe put on 
the same scale. Though tiie reign of the hou-e of Auslria over 
Hungary was three eenluries ;:uii but ;i continual series of perjury, 
find though it encroached immensely upon our rigor;', slil! we con- 
served some shadow of cousiiiiitioiiul liberty. Wo enjoyed tie free- 
dom of the press, ibis mother as wed as the chief guarantee of u:l 
progress; but si.ili out municipal institutions afforded us a certain 
decree of self-government, and oar county meetings and their pub- 
liciiy conserved to us the power of words. We were persecuted for 
its use, ti.l it became almost " treason lo love ihe couniry. mul dealh 
lo defend." Hut slid we spoke ; the people, though excluded front 
any shu.re in those conslil.ulioual rights, and reduced to the scanty 
role of mere spectators, but seeing still there were men siniirgling 
niuiiftilly for them fi.md the rights of huniauily — even the people were 
generous patiently to eiuluto ami confidently to wait. 

And .so the Hungarian soil was not the soil of conspiracy, sir. My 
nation had, and litis still, neither the wall nor occasion losbare intlui 
movement of those new doctrines which disturb the sleep of die 
mightv of she earth. Wo have sliagi;!ed fairly ami openly, by the 
arms of in. lb mid pisl.ieo. for vie social and pokiical freedom of the 
people, as you have struggled for all those mighly reforms which 
helped :.e preserve your country from fill dreadful concussions which 
never hid to arrive, wherever progress ami reform have no fair course ; 
wo carried our reforms peacefully, a.', ailing ourselves of the opportu- 
nity wdiicb lied iia.s given, and which we made ; we knew how to 
bc'just to ihe people, Viibortt regarding io what lougiie he speaks, 
or in wha! church lie prays ; but die Hungarian people becoming 
master of his fate, i.ya.s moderate enough io reserve bis part to lime, 
oout.eiil.ed with gradual progress. With us there was nothing done 
by violent commotion; no or;uiiable interests trodden down; and 
f/enemusl v spared even those which ihotigb iiisignhieani their origin, 
were interlaced- with the privaie fortune of a whole class. The pcr> 
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ii'it: of Ti'i)net>.ry was. ralhor incKiirjiI to undergo imttiy Siicriiices, than 
bo jmnWi l'Ijo hims of former a.gos hi (ho present gfnoralioie nr i.be 
crimes of Mime ibw by the sufferings fit' whole classes,. There wsia 
witu u-, no trace of ii.i-.Li.-1-i.'.riy. I':i Use midst of our war, in every part 
of l.'funjeiry which onr vioioiies broup.b.t back u sulci' out rtdc, eider 
■alio sac'in'iiy of person and |>i-o:ierty"ivas. (ar greater than that of 
which 111;) " uuiiormiiihig" Austria can boast even now. And this 
was not my merit, sir, l.iiit the people's. Snuggling on nine tbilbv- 
c.at sides, alter ..be storm of butties passed I'mui our region, aud :i ;iil 
it was for weeks no; wilhin ific reach of my government ; but. slif: 
morid sense of tbo people, and bis noble bis.iu:ci., safeguarded order 
and security. Very seldom 1 iv;ia inl.be case !.■:> use the authority 
of coicmand' ; and v.dien so, it was not the people bin others v. ,10 ve- 
quired it. To the people a. won; of advice, |oh)tic.g out the necey.si- 
ty of the country, snlliced. The greatest force of our irriny was 
composed of volunteers; the stock of inv financial operation v;us 
made out of free sufferings ; onr cannons were ca>l out of hobs, 
'which wan'o offered hi an embarrassing ini? 111 hy. yvhMlefended our- 
selves but attacked nobody ; and secret designers were fur from i.bo 
:■,<,-,■;; ie.hl spirit of me land.' Au.-.lria anil Russia look the 01 :..■! !■ :■ ■■ .■; 
Tnrkis.h provinces' lor a ba:ds of aggression ae-iiie,; tie, 'Vho:c 
armies of theirs have we thrown heck of the..!' iron' ion-: ; we bed he!: 
in follow— and we had a right lo do so, becau-o the dittos of neutral- 
Lty bid not been men ea hied— u.ud the theatre of war would have 
been changed, yea, brought home to Russia itself; and yes wo 
.topped : we respected lie' international rigihs, though towards our- 
solvcs nobody rospociod ihem. Anstriu cnucomrai.ed all ber di-pos- 
ttblo forces against 1:1s. t'hi.liieia was entirely denuded. J.'fiul I bnt 
a feeble force thrown ie, the flame of revolution might have been 
5)1 own up amidst tlnil heroic nnhu.ppy inline — the noble saeriiieo ni 
dm morality nf kiu«s, ;i : , Tohennes. Y) tiller bus shii.ed, which looks so 
fervently, and wdth so mucb right, lor ihedjy of roiri!)ulioii — am! the 
iliiuie 0! that revolution might'have spread over Russia itself; bet 1 
took it fiif a crime 10 play will) the blood of nations, and f rein: i nod 
the sympiliv of tnv heurl, and scrupulously avoided (.0 afford the 
fc'.iehte-i. preteyi. to the ambitious- views of the autocrator of the 

Vain to count on morality in those quarters ! Sir, lliey know full 
wed thill the heroic j.'olanders desired lo iiock in thousands to /.our 
us : but T did nol acce|;l tbem. I told them ibat we b;td a thousand 
liiees more bauds than arms. The O/.av knew very wtdl that tbe 
Jioroes of l.'obi.rid, v.dio foiigbt so valiantly in out ranks, seanedy 
amomhef! !o four ibousand men ; but still be styled Ibe Hiuitfariai) 
sli'ua'srle a I'oli-b (.■■(viy.piriiey. and chureed us with ploitin-- a.inhisi. 
me ;■■■(■ ieb\ T of liis em])ife. VVell, he wasenrtioed ut. the idea that t 
was si Polish hero, now lying in the eold grave of fur Alepp, wdic 
:.;ea1. down his bands in Trans.yl\'aMia. lie wauled a pretence to set 
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his hiipimis foot on '<'nropo : s in'ek; and not .'hiding a pretence, bo 
took it, sir. So was thai. Hungary, gentlemen, which tin; despotis 
of Anslria and Russia, and their nuinerom! saiellil.es, ceJnueii;;ti'd as 
tlio focus of disorder ;ii id auaivhy. iii.it, why wort; I dwelling li;ioi! 
these particulars, sir? The reason is, that I have to attribute to 
these ; : a I u l i m i i < ' ■-. and misrepri.'.se'du-.ious. thai, during our past strug- 
gles wo wore not happy enough lo meet tuat assistance i:i rnighmd 
which, I readily confess, I Imped to men. and considering the in- 
terests, a* well as the position, which your country .-.o gloriously 
holds ii; the w.irLil, :is a ho considering the known public spirit of the. 
people of Ikiglnnd, 1 claimed lo he onliilod to hope. 

Unhappily, the people, its' well as the government of England, has 
not been well intbrmeikat the period of our grealost need, about the 
true nature of the Hungarian war; about (is iiiidi importance to 
Europe; its importance to that Orient, which in ho many rcspoela 
enters into the dearest interests of Britannia, so us to bo nearly its 
Achilles' heel We were hermetically seeiialeil, and ehietly at the 
very ti:ne ween oar simple rose to European hoigiit. So eiiher we 
were not in the caw. 1 '.e aiibrd tile v.'a Hied explications, or the effect 
of those we could give was paralysed by adnpled rules of diplomali- 
c.a: ibrmaiiiies. And have trio kindlier to excuse my poor country 
daring 10 make one livcifole remark : The people of England— Ike 

Smblic opinion in England, was not very wont lo he occupied with 
ureign aliiiir.s :.ill now. fhireiy there might have been sufficient 
reason!! to ilo so. The acoale of Eiiidiiua ha.s grown no from wiihiu. 
Tint ai.reaily i". has fully i;imsi]. Tiiis great en mire has no more """ 
fear any danger from within ; not as if there would be nothing n 



to do, but because by the freedom you enjoy, by your ii 
and by your public spirit, you are positively insured tent whatever 
you may have yet to do, not only will he done, but also will peace- 
ably In; dene within. Voiir fate is not depending upon any mortals" 
whims. Here volt are, iiie only masiers of your late. But in re- 
spect lo foreign relations 1 , tikugs am somewhat dillerent; every 
position in the world bus its own onuiliiions ; every lime has i'.s own 
wants. According as tilings actually sland, 1 dare confidently af- 
firm, thai amoiiitsl. all your interior questions, there is nor a single 
One which could ooiwoigh in importance i.be external. Nay, more, 
I am persuaded that all your great interior questions l.heirisek'os are 
independent of your loreign-office. Danger can gather over king- 
land, not from within, but only from abroad. 

Do not doubt me, gemlomon, llae. Albion, in its insrfar position, 
and with the self confi..lenl knowledge of ks immense power, does 
but launh at tile ambition of all conquerors of the earth. I know it, 
Btr. Pull well T know that Tiriiaunia, will] the mighty triilout in 
her powerful hands, is fully enti'.led — even more entitled than of 
yore — to proclaim with your great Shakspeare — 
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" This J'.ni-liiiul never (lid, nor evor stall, 

Lie iiUtiu|iroud lev! irfa conqueror." 

1 know this very well. But give me permission to ask yonder 

ij-^uiis iliJiL', which we call tiie greatness of JJi-iC:nnii.--t, is it bat 
iml:.,-..|i!>.-.h.V!l.iii') tJlc r, niTr.-v i^i.l shores'ol these isles 1 freedom, civil- 
isation, yo;ir uarliameni. being the senate of whole parts of the 
OaMh--lhe principle of f'ee-traiie— your due influence on 1.1 if rendi- 
tion of Europe— vour India, and many oilier considerations, arc 
(hey not :") many "life arteries to Uriti imia 7 i.et but ouu of those 
arteries lie cnl, and lirilamiin will not only no more bo whai it in, 
but these foreign rfufalinns will also powerfully re-act upon your 
ii^nior. The ou.ius-.ropho of freedom anil omli^ahou abroad cannot 
fail to InJiLf concussions borne to you. Yea. ;hese only ihiivjrs 
call fovt.li such conditions within winch might endanger your own 
traia;i,iliiiy. your own welfare, your own happiness. To areuk 
iivita.iuua. it ':,•• mil necessary to conquer lliese glorious is:cs. I be 
very moment that Britannia should uoi w"ig:i so much m Uio balance 
of lb.' word as it must woiHt. Uritatmia. will be broken. The 
r.reuter a body, ibo move vulnerable points it has. However you 
niav ira.t to the present or any future government, or to loe vigi- 
lance of vourVarlhin:;ni. 1 know the most, oiiicieu: a.xle-poml ol 
vour bislorv to bo that prineiplo--lhut. your Vnidiaioenl. and your 
Govrfi'-reu';. receive direction from if*: public opinion, instead of 
givi:c direction to it. And I am fully confident, gentlemen, ihut 
'rations (I'.ieen. as well as all oonslbuled a.Maovii.ies. can but 
„._ K ail to see the people pronounce in lime their will which might 
compa.ss tiii-iu in I he storm of those grand cu'inemertis, the scent of 
which is alreadv fell in the air. 

Tii" iiin'-er of God is over Europe siretcheil out. I here are but 
two cases possible— the one is, that the crisis of approaching events 
w : ll place the es:ab;ishcil governments one against a.noihor on 
Europe's conlinent. In I his case I ''.upland cannot rest lad.lhi'enl, 
Should tlie fill-? o ; ' Europe happen io be decided wituout hhiglu.nijs' 
vote. En Ha nd wotiid bo a. Enmpr.si.ii power no more. And sitouhl, 
in this crisis-, reaction and despotism be the victors on lite eonlmcul, 
it were not nocessurv to see the Cossaciis watering liieir horses in 
ilie Tiiumes in nrdor'that I'-iLtianii siiould no more he great, glorious, 
and free. You arc aware, I "trust, that there is a solidarity ui Iree- 
diri' uow-a-days. because that slrnggle w-i'.l uol I urn nbottl particular 
point*. The unestion will be, whsit principle shall ride over Europe 
— liberl'.- or despotism ? I know thai in that cn.se the people of 
Entrain"! wh'. noi side wilt t.iespof.sm, bo" that ii. will sine with l.b- 
erlv 7 . Hill then the people of England,] humbly trust, will pro- 
nounce their will in time, that lief silence migit no: lie taken lor 
irresolution or koifibrcuce. Toe second case is, that ui the ap- 
proaching crisis there will no:, siand slates u«ainsl slittes, ua/.,ons 
against nations; but that the nations will make up accounts with 
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iheir own rulers, and settle their own dnmoKl.ii; affairs. What is it 
hnmauhy oxoeois in 1.1 ml cast' from Eritiinn'a '. Tl. expects that loo 
pemile ofllnuiand iriM.v not. only respect (thai is out, o!' doubt), hi,l. 
shall make respected, the natural rights of nations ; find should the 
Czar — retptesled ur noi requested, thai cannot alter the Tci:i.lN>r — 
should (lif: Czar once more threaten oppressed humanity, should 1)0 
once more he willm<r to violate the sovereign independence of na- 
ti( ms— should he once more he willing to take any pretence to put 
lus foot on wduitevei people in the world ho chooses and !o dnnvo 
Europe's liberty in blooil — hmniiTiil y expects from ihe people of ling- 
kind that it wil'l shako its mighty tfidelit, and shout out :l powerful 
" Stop !" like vondor I'erfiiius of old. Be sure, gentlemen, this sin- 
gle word— spoke n with l.be resolution to he as good as your word— 
this siiudi' word will snluce. It will cost, you neither money nor 
blood. °l'ra. by thai simjlo word, by the will i.o speak so, made 
known hi lime, von will have saved the lives of myriads, averted 
much bloodshed," and given liberty to the world. A glorious power! 
A glorious calling !— ilea rlv divine ! 

The sliori. moral of my long speech, gen I lemon— the it: it is. Tito 
Russian inieiTeuiion in Hungary has put the fool of the C/.ar upon 
Europe. As long as lluut_<:iry shall uoi. ho restored l.o i:s sovoreigii 
linerl'v and independence, as long as Italy shall not become iree, mat 
iVioi. of Russia will rest on KurJpo's neck— yen, il will step ['mm ihe 
Heel; upon the head, and there will he in It 

tranauiility. but. a enui.hmal boihng-up volcano, and Ihuojio a. great 
Iruuaok a."id a ."rem bioodl'ield. Tin: cnuse of Hungary is [lie cause 
of civil ;iml religious liberty. I sav of folia ion* iiborty, and there- 
fore tiot reiigi -i elusion or sectarianism, bill free li':>erl.y to all- 
common likeriv and protection to every religion alike, has you know, 
am ii. Protestant; ami suit only a 1'rot.esuiut by binh and eduction, 
buial'rotesiunt by conviction : bus 1 here declare that !. would sung- 
g.o with equal enthusiasm to obtain religious liberty for Catlioiics as 
for I'roi.estanls. find lor l lie ]iroiect.ion of fill mon iu die exorcise of 
iheir reliyfous convictions. My opinion is that the Chorch should 
not mediilc with politics, and thai goternmeul should noi module with 
religion. Thin is my creed. I wish not. to he misomlerstood. Il is 

ris-iblo thai, with my inadequate command ol' ihe .I'hiolish language, 
may so express myself as to convoy an impiession ditlere ■■■'.■.: 

that"! inteuii. Yesterday, and on previous occfisions, I have said 
thnl the papal priest'iv government of Itoine is the worst, ol human 
ins ii minus, a.ud 1 am'l.cd to four that 1 nifty have given some oilonoe 
to some weil-moauiii" persons, who may hate understood ihcse words 
in a liilferem souse i'rom that i:i whicb'tliey wete intended. What I 
meant to sfty was, thai tiro Church should" not meddle with politic-*, 
and thai as" a political government, a government for secular pur- 

Sises, a priestly government was I bo wor.st government over invented 
at I say, on tlio subject of religion, I object to any one interfe*. 
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i.ng with mini?, am! I wish not 10 interfere with that of any oihei 

I differ in my view wil.il many as to Church property. To me the 
jyrindplo of properiv iu snored. When I was in power hi Hungary 
there was no eoiiiiscaaon, no meddling with Ciiiirdi properly, bra a« 
anatomy of the wdsole Church. ! would have die Church eispe'-: 
of its uwn properly by means of its own dignitaries mid its own 01 
tiees, bin I would liave them f!i.-po:>e of ii. mo as to promote I hi.: ell; 
eieiicy of the Church, anti ;iot io lea.ve ihn working curates on 3U,', 
which it is dear no man can live on, while bishops wure receiving 



Some have questioned the capabilities of Hungary to maintain her- 

self as an independent nation. >int she lias all the elements of in- 
dependence, (.-i.'io hi!-, -iS.'iKt Cennan sinai.rc miles. Slic ha;; a pop- 
ulation brave ;:.»(.! industrious. She; has no debt of her own— and 
ITimyavy is not iiahlo for the debts of Austria. True, we created a 
debt durinir om reoan,. ^i-i^yle, but the lipase of Austria burin the 
Stealer part ei it, so {thank?," to diem; we are free from that. Then 
Hungary is. ii! consequence of her municipal institutions, u.oeiis- 
toin-'tj 10 che;;p govcnmieiC. 3iuiudpul govt- riiu beat is always cheap, 
while centralize'; gnvoiiimouis are al ways dear. Again, -.be has great 
resources ; she is rich in miiics, so much so that she ceidd supply 
(he who!;: word with the purest salt for ten dioasaud years. Then 
she has large national estates which might he ibsivi bated so as to 
increase the' revenues materially. Tho prineijile of self-government 
is so strongly i;upianl.,:d in :he Hungarian ihat no. bin;; will eradicate 
it I would impress on J-bidishiiLen'ihat the freedom "of Hungary ii 
humanely oouneeted with the question of freedom in Europe and ihe 
principle of s::l( : «;wurun;f m, and 1 hope that Englishmen, while they 
will nor. interfere in the seli^overuinent of foreign muions, will de- 
termine not to allow other eoi.tmries to interfere. To this orient 1 
wish to see ibo iioouie of ties country turn their attention to foreign, 
allair.-,, and that 'they may exercise bieir inlhter.ee to spread the prin- 
ciples of freedom and sell'-government. .Mini] that iriih every down- 
Iieitteu nation one rainpar; of iiboiiy falls. The 1 people of liinaiag- 
iiam have ever been i bo diam|iions"of freedom. In Birmingham rh; 
politica.i nnioii wihcii earrieii the Reform lib! emana'ed', and ;u 
olden iiiue, when the jsriiicj^l;; of liberty was threatened by Chaiae;-. 
I.. ilhmingmi.iii made a succe-sl'ui stand against .Prince Kupert. 

T rely, iben, on I.he sympathy — :.be active sympathy — of tho men 
of iiin lingham. ! rely upon it. eoniidfiiily. I rely upon it in the 
name of all who suilbr oppression, and languish for freedom, like 
my neoplo and myself. All they are my hreiiuea whatever tongue 
they spenii, whaievvr country Ibey call'their home. Members of 
the' great firmly nl' mankind, the tie of blood is strengthened between 
us by common sul]V:Tiiiiv . To be sure 1 have not the prehension In 
play' the pari uf Anacnarsis lily.'/, belore the convent of France. 
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You are not the convent of France, and myself also, humble as I 
am, still 1 am no Anai'harsis Klniz ; i-uc my si;irbrjri{fs, sir, and the 
nameless woos of my nulivis kind, as w.:!l us ;lio oi;:ua;il vc-i.'.qiiiun I 
enjoy, may perhaps entitle me to entreat you, i^inkunen, Lo lake the 
feeble words I raise to yon onl. of l.hn Ljiv.iom of my ti'.vn (l^i;!a!k;n, 
■ -\iiie it for the crv of op press ed Immunity ci'viiif; out to you by 
my slutloriiifr tongue. People of England! do not fnrgel in tliy 
happiness our sufferings; mind in thy frordom thusr; who are op- 
pressed; mind in thy proud sfRurity the. indignity we entlure ; re- 
member the fickleness of human fa If;— remember that ibosf wumids 
with svliic.h (nir iiuifons bleed, they arc so many wounds hiffictfid to 
that principle of liberty which makes thy glory and thy happiness; 
mind i.lia.t. there is a tie In mankind's destiny ; be thanked for the tear 

iion thouhonorest withonrmourr ■■"' ■'■■■' - 

3 than a tear, have & brother's 
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BANQUET SPEECH, 
BEFORE THE CORPORATION OF NEW YORK. 

Sir: In returning yo-i my most lnmiblc thanks lor 1.1 ic: honor yo« 
did me by your i:i : i si , ;itn.[ by the bene::: uf coupiii'.g if.y hcmb'.e namo 
with thai cause which in the sacred aim of my .iii'. ( confess to be so 
overwhelmed will, emotion by all it was my prodigious lot to experi- 
ence since 1 am on your ylorious shores, thai imal'li; lo find wonls tc 
express my livings, anil knowing that- all the liorior T meet, will) hai 
liio higher meaning of principles, I at once beg leave to fall back la 
my duties, whicb arc the lasting topics of my reflections, my sor- 
rows, and my hopes. I take {lie present, occasion lor a. highly im- 
portant opportunity. I take it for Such as will proiiably decide 
about the success or failure of my visaing' the United Stales. 1 
must therefore humbly embrace your indulgence for a. pretty long, 
plain, and in no oar. olouuent deve'opimmt of my hmoble views, to 
the benefit of that cause which the o.iti/.cns of Now York, and you 



particularly, g 
When I col 



... /, gent! cm en, honor with generous sympathy. 

When I consider the sympathy ofl.be people of i.be tinitod Stales 
for the cause of Hungary, so generally dilVused as to be almost uni- 
versal, and so resolutely pronounced as men pronounce those feel- 
ings- which are intended to be ibllowed by noble ar.c great deeds, I 
vnuld fee.i inclined to rake your generous aid for the restoration of 
my native land to its sovereign independence already as granted in 
principle, and fur me nolhing loft, lo do bnl to enlcr into a negotiation 
about- tlio arrangement of the dci.fi.ils, were my oonuden! hopes not 
checked by uat idea, of non-interference in foreign, cbieily European, 
fitiairs, whicb. according lo die numerous testimonials of your most 
distinguished poliiicians, we are told to be one of the ruling anil 
iasiiriij pi-iueiiilcs of :ke policy of ifia United Siates. 

1 highly respect the source of this conviction, gentlemen. This 
sour-tie is your religious attachment to the doctrines (d' those great 
men, who highly proved to all postcrii.y their wisdom by hequenfun;' 
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to you the immortal work of thai. Consiiiuiion wdiicb, aided by the 
unparalleled benefits of nun.ire, has raised you, in the short, period ot 
seventv-livo tears, from the precarious position of an miaul people 
to tin. p-odi^ious sireiigth of a eau.ut. nation. The bei'.ciinui rosu'.ts 
of tats wisdo'm ol" the founders of your great Republic you see in a 
happy reality. What would be iho consequences of I !»■:> departure 
(roui'iha.i wlscli-.rii you are not Hiiro of. It is, therefore; natural thai: 
you feel im instinctive fear lo touch, even with improving hands, the 
dear legacy of those great men. 

Am! as to yeurukeinus t.'onstilulion. idl humani'v ct.h only wish, 
in the common inleresl of ma.nkind, that you and your postoriiy may 
yol. long conserve iIils reludous attachment to ils fun dam em al princi- 
ples, which !>y no mean:,' exclude development ami projusi; and 
that ovcrv oilmen (! f voar ureal Union. I.Lankf'.i'.lv aaknowiedgingtho 
immonse'bcne!i-s of 'ibis Constitution may, oven in the rnomems of 
the most pas si on art' irrii.u;io:i. never forgot i.o love l.ha; Cuiisiiunion 
more than iho momentary passion of his heart, or the egoli >■: ' 
teres t of Hie passing hour. May every c.iii/.en ofyour glorious 
CounLrv forever remember ih.at a partial discomfort, ol a. corner in a. 
largo, sure, uud comfortable house, may be well amended without 
[■)!■( nd that "among all possible moans of 

get; im;- rid of that corner's partial discomfort, the worst would 00 to 
burn down the bouse will) our own hands. 

!iut while T thus acknowledge iho wisdom of your attachment to the 
i'unda mental doclrinesof the founders of your thiii.ed jiopualic. I beg 
leave u-itii equal imnku-ssto state I hat, in my opinion, there can be 
searcelv anytime! 1 more dan e.e inns to the progressive deve'.opmem ol 
whatever no ion." than to tsiUo for a. tesi.-r liial. which is none — to take 
for a principle ilial which :s hut. the convenience of the passing situ- 
ation— to take for substantial that, which is bill 'aoehh'iila!, or take for 
a consliruiioual doctrine that which was but. the momeoiar) ■ ■!■.■ nw 
„ i a i i | In C-ueb a course of action would be like to 
that, when a hcaf.liv man refuses to lake subsUmiial f..nd, because 
when ho was onci: laboring under weakness of shceacii ai~ ■ ic.ir.i- i 
ordered him a. severe diet to keep. The consequence would be con- 
sm.ip'.iun — death. 

Let me suppose, gentlemen, that yonder doctrine ol uoi.-ia'i-.rior- 
once was reaiiv bciiuea.l.bed to you by your Was'iieglou— and thai- 
it was not 1. will prove to you afterward— and let me even suapo.se 
thai vour Wasaingi.mi imparled such a meaning to yonder supposed 
doeitine — which wave ei|uiva!euf to the wools of fiiii, "Ami my 
bn.-'-.hi.u-'s keeper '!'■' — which supposition would bo of course a sacri- 
lege. Bat suppose all this. And I believe that, even under such 
■■•i.'i.-.ii'-iii :■>.-.. V may he entitled I.o ask— is the dress which well suited 
the cidid si ill convenient, lo the full »rown man— nay, lo a .gw-e', 
which ymi are? Would it. not be ridiculous to lay the giant in the 
.".niid's <■ radio, and to sing him to sleep by s. lullaby 1 
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In those tiivscH Dl" the Inundation of the United Sisi'.es. yon wore an 
infant people, and iho largo dress of your then comparatively not 
larne forriii.n-. hiLiii?; loose on your puerile limbs. In those limes, 
yon had, of course, no wiser thill!* to do, ItU lo grow — to grow and 
to grow ! 

But now yon are so Jar grown iha.l tliero is. no foreign power oil 
ear;] i from which yon have anythim; Co Oar for your own existence, 
— for your own security. Tins being your present condition, you 
have entered inio the second sitiiihiiit of pelhica.l existence, the tios- 
tinat.ion of which is not. only to exist for yourself exclusively, bili to 
exist as a number of file uTeiii human fnniiy of nations, having the 
rin-lil to all claims, which are due from that family liiwu.nl everyone 
of its full "Town members, bur u.lso en«an;ed i.o every duty which thai 
yrciit family has the nghi l" cl.aim from every oae'of its fall gxown 
members. 

A nation may bo in the situation, either by a eonipariilive weakness- 
or by choice and policy, as Japan and China, or by both these mo- 
tives, as Paraguay, under Dr. f 'raneia, I.o live a Hie secluded from 
the world, iudiiiereii'; in the doctrines of mankind, in winch it. eatniol. 
or will not, have any share ; bat thea it tmisl he prepared to become 
also excladei! from die benefits of progress, civili/anou, and national 
inierenarso. Such a nation may well say, "I don't care about the 
fate of whatever other nations in the world." 

Rut I am sure no citizen of the United Slates ba.d, has, or ever 
will have, the wish to see this country de:; railed t" the I'leiine: vege- 
tation oi a lairapmay, or the mummy existence of Japan and i.'bhia ! 
The leelme- of self-i'iemity, and the expansive quality of that enter- 
prisine; spirit, which are emiiieninl to free men, would revolt again,! 
[.ho very idea of such u depp-ading national captivity, lint, if there 
were even a ladl to live sneh it mummy hie, there were ;i:> :mss:i,i'i v 

The very existence of your great country, the principles upon 
which i'. is founded, its geepp'aphioal ]iesitinii, its jiroscai. slate of 
r,ivi;iz:;!ir)ii, a.nil all its morai and material interests, wouh] leail en 
yonr people not only to maintain, bit: iucessani.lv more and more In 
develop your intercourse with the world. 

Then, of cour.se, being in so many respects linked with the world 
— connected villi the world, you can have neither ihe will, ma- be in the 
possibility, to remain indifferent, to the condition of that on: ward world 
yon are in so many resnec.is connected with. And if" you cannot re- 
main indilieronl. so yon -nest be resolved to put. year civil solf-eon- 
sisteni weight into that balance, in which ihe fate and condition of 
tin.) world is weighed. 

In m. word, the fflorious Republic of the United States must feel 
resolved to be a ,vo nxr on earth — a power amorcy die nations ; or else 

: ' - ! '■■ -' ' ■ ' ■ ■- ' ' stobogreat 
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You are a power on earth, You must be a power on earth. So, 

of course, vo'i mi*; a^i iimios!la.iii-.alv accept, a., the nai.-.ira. cn:i-.e- 
•moneo nf "ill's situation. Vou caimor. allow llint. any power wba.l-- 
ovor should dUpose of thy late of that great family o: mackaid ot 
which votmi.resnc.o a pre-eminent member ; or else J'"" ''.on,:! ro>uoi 
viji.ii- proud position, am! resign' your still prouder luture, and be a 
uowor on ( it l-l -i nil more. , 

Thus. ] bono, f have -uindenl.lv fhowii, ihrj. stioii.il even mat. 
doctrine of noii-inloHoremic have been esiaulishoil by the jounders 
of vonr Kepnbbc. thai which would have been very convenient to 
Your inlar.i'V would not I)' 1 convenient io your manhood. 
' Tl is a boWitifu! word of Motile.nuitui, that Republics arc to be 
founded mi virtue. And you know liial virtue, rs sam-none,. by oar 
CI ,w ;ll - ly.i.venJslmt.lheeriee.live exercise of si principle--- I ho" 
vhal' no to oiaer.s as thou desires! others to .lo to thee. ; ho, I wr.i 
,.■,„■ Ihlon:. that k \vere ,ulucienl for me to rely .imply— I or <■■>■■ <^<-<- 
.i,,., „r iR. i; , osiinn T have the boiiof now lo tival- upon lbs virf.i- 
,-,-!, ^i-oirin.'ot voitr generous ropuabiam hearts, and tlie consistency 
of nviocoaVs. liui still Thop; leave to mention als, ; 

apects, some essential difference:- hot. ween your present condition ana 
(hat of yore. _ 

Then yoi.: infant Repm'roe, c ,iosei! oi ilarteen :i,alc:. . v. a- u- 

slvh-icd io rl-o borders of ihf: AHnmie. Kon- yotir "taut kenuhhe 
■meads to tic Gulf of Mexico, the 1'acihc, ami your territory is a. 
world. Yor.r ">l,t lumd reaches Europe ovor the waves, w no your 
left hand Teaches over 1.1(0 Pacific, the East of Asia.; ami -hen, in 
iho midst of two geeal continents, there yoo stand, in protu. mimed* 
ilv.a worhl Yourself: „ 

'Thou von were a solid] noople of 'btoo i,n:l a ball unbolt. <ovv 
voo aro a mightv nation ol twenlv-four millions. Ana mme laau 
muoteeu milmms' on, of these twenty-four, are over Yom.er mrm :,.e 
tcrrcry. the richest in I bo world, employed m tno c. I.vanou o, t.jC 
.-h _..;,; hmoialfe oeeima.mm, which m every ago, has r r.-.,e,l !■■ !■■> 
Iho oio.t ioo.vM.osdhlo. ihoimrsf iinfalteringsoiurootpiiala; welfare 
iM , : ,,, , ivil ^ ;,. ln;l : n o^_ ; ,H also the most umvaver.tig idly ol. d.e 
love of Iveedom. iho ,:,.M faiihf.il prose, n l11 In 

ooalc art! sonorous soiiiimcnt* whicli ilio eoustiinl oecu|;iLl!.ci wan 
,.,.v,..,- rjlll . if ov.a--i>Toal,ovor-'ienciicia l ^i.tur^ nnpa.ri.s to )nai,. Aail 
io-f's oo.i^a'ora'.ion. thai Ibis immense agriwlLural inloroM, wlucn 
,| , , , ,, :i.s and aftbrdinp all i n I n I il 

b^i- ;,'Uo 'J v..;ur mautifaotoral industry am! to your iaj-mn.av.e. fas 
''' ' ■ 'in such an immense proportion, mabes sneli abovtiniless 



tl^voloaoi: -l soe i a. reuse i>'op..-. no. ,.,.>■«.- . ..... .............. 

,|: iVeoc aetweon tin- infant Jtepuhlic <.[ the time ot fl ii..rr;rlo.. 
am! voor oivsom Hant Re,,ublu: ; thai thmigb you may very well be 
atiaoboi! to vour ofi u i:ial constitutional principle-,, h'oa os. loo prm- 
,PV.es of !i /orlv are ovo r la..in ( ilv tbo saino : bul m respect o> tae 
cv- K :o, of your policy, it. is impossible not to feel that, if you are 
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to be regulated in your policy by interest, thou your country has 
otiicr hit "rests lo-duv than it line! then ; a.nd if' ever you art; lo bo 
royuliued in vour policy by the hiuiioi' eojis;i!i. ration of principles, 
then you sirs already strong enough to fool that ifio time Juts 
como to do .so. Am! J. se.mdiug here before you to plead liio cause 
of oj!;iL-c , Hs--ii hiunaniiy— -I resolutely declare that ilu.-ro may porlir; j«i 
novel- a^ain crime a time when ihs: elevation of your policy to ttie- 
high level of principles : ■ : ■ - 1 l " J L !■■ ■ ■ 1 wi:h liberty, could prove eh her more 
glorious to you, or beneticiul lo humanity ; because v;n in Europe 
are apparently on the eve of thi-.t day when either the hopes or tby 
fears of oppressed nations will be crushed for a long time. 

Having stated so far the dilseieuce of the situation, I beg leave 
now to sate that it is entirely au unfounded supposition, that the 
doctrine of non -interference in foreign innllra? had boon, to the peo- 

e) of tho United Suites, by your great Washing-ion, bequeathed to 
a consiitiiiiona.l principle to you. 
No '. that is not the case. 

Firstly: Washington never even recommended non-interference, 
or indilK.-renoe to r.lte cine of otiicr nations, to you. He hasonlyrec- 
oiciuenilod ■wMlrai.it.ij. And there is a. mighty dillereuoe between 

these two ideas. 

Neutrality is uu idea, which has referenee to a state of wiir be- 
tween two be.1 liferent powers, aud it is Ibis ease which Washington 
conternplared when he, in bis Farewell Aiitlress, advised the people 
of the United States not to enter into entangling alliances. Let 
quarrelling powers— let quarrelling n 
own concerns, and let foreign powers 
or scanty, particular interests. Neut 
ence — not of principle. 

But even as neutrality lias reii.:reuec to a. state of war Ict-.veon 
belligerent powers, the principle of non-interference ba.s, on the 
contrary, reference to ilia sovereign right of nu; : ons L i. ■ dispose of 
their own domestic, concerns. 

Therefore these two idea.s of neutrality and non-inter Terence are 
two entirely ditto rem ideas, having reference tolwo entirely different 

The sovereign right of whatever nation to dispose of itself lo alter 
its itislilmioiis. to change the lorin of its own government, is a com- 
n public law of nations, common to all. ami. therefore, put under 
- ieof all. 



This sovereign right of every nation to dispose of itself, you, lie 

Cple of the United States, must recognise, because it is a common 
of mankind, in which, being a common law of mankind, every 

nation is equally interested. You must reeoirn^e it, secondly, be- 
cause the very existence of your great republic, as also the i ode pen- 
deuce of every nation, rest upon ibis basis— rest upon this ground 
If that sovereign right of nations were to common public law of 
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miumiiaf, <l;:-:ii your own : z nl ■:■ f :■-: v: i :1: ■ i it exi-ue-.u'.'; weird bs no mailer 
uf riidit. but only a mailer of idol, which mijd,i Ijo subjiicl. I.o what- 
ever timo, to wdiamver chimees of pow i-.-i" ami of violence. 

And where is the citizen of tins Jlmmd bhuies who would not feel 
rove. tod against the idea Lliai. die exki.enoe of this ureal Republic is 
not a righteous, no/ a lawful on..', out only a men; n --;. i . !i i ji , a mere 
matter of fact ? 

If it were sn, you were not oilfiller; to invoke die prelection of 
God for your .''TOitL country ; because the protection of Go:l oiiunot, 
without saoriiono, be invoked bat in bpJialf" cii" .fu:si.ie:i> am! rioht. 
Yoti bad ii(i ri;;hl to look to the sympathy of miitikiud |.;:r ■■. m.r^.'ll', 
been 11 hi yo'.i would p':ofo.-.s an abrogation of (.bo biv, s of liuniaiiitv, 
upon wbii.'b is founded your own independence, veur own existence. 

Mow. gentlemen, if lhc.se be principles, of common law, of thai 
law which Coil bus given to all, mid to every nalion of humanity,— 
ii'lbe fiiculty to dispose of itself is tbe common, lawful rigol of every 
nation, then tbe inlerfcreneo with this common law ol' ul! huniimily, 

the viuifr.il ae:i: of biiiilorinp;, by armed forces, a 1 1 : 1 1 1 from o.YCroi's- 

iny that sovereign right, must be considered as a violation of ihat 
common public law upon which your very existence re us, ;i.nd which, 
being a. common law of all humanity, is by God himself placed 
under 1 1-...; ;ia:'i';:-ii:i re of all i, im unity ; because it is tlod himself who 
commands us to love our neighbor as wo love ourselves, and to do 
toward others as we desire others to do toward ourselves. 

Upon this point you cannot remain indifferent. Vou may well 
remain n'liUvdi to every war between two belligerent nations, but 

Jon cannot remain imhifercnt I.o the viokition of the common law of 
umanity. Thai, indifleronee Washi-soton has never (might vou. 
i defy every man to sliow me out of the cloven volumes of Wash- 
ingiea's no-king.-,, a single word to that oiled.. He rccommeuded 
■■•■■* -I'i/ in liie case of fovei;;n wars ; but he never recommended 
hidillbreuoe fo die violation of die common laws of humanity, by in- 
lerrerenee of foreign powers with the novtrroifrn rijrhl. of nations to 
dispose of themselves. 

And lie could not have rccoininour'ed this indifference without 
ct'asin;r i.o be wise as he was. because there is. wil.boat justice, no 
wisdom on eis'Ui, He could net have rocomm"ndod ii v.di.houi be- 
coming inconsisfeui. because r t w;;s Ibis common law of miuikind 
which year fore belters invoked before tlod and mankind, when they 
proclaimed your independence. It was he himself, your groat 
'iVss'il]io'!o;i, wiio not only accepted, bat risked (■train and ;i:;a:n 
foreign aid. — foreign help for the support of that common law of 
mankind, in respect to your own independence. 

Knowledge and in-aruolion ice so imAersa.lly spread snmy tbe en- 
li^litcned people of the (.Tinted Slates — the history of veer 'country 
is such a. household science at ihe loosl. lonely hearths of your 
v'lmofoai seldeinenls, that ii may ee siiditdenl lor me 10 refer, in that 
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respec!, id I.ho uislfiictions and correspondence belv.-eon Washington 
and 1,1m Minister ;s r. I'aris, — the equally hriinort:il J^jlaskj-Ik, — ihe 
int.»ioHr, man. willi -Jji.i pruuil epitriph which ielk T t Li"- world thin he 
wrested the iighlning from Heaven, and (.ho seopi re from the tyrant's 

hands. 

Tims T ha.ve proved, ! believe, thai Washington never bequeathed 
io you the principle of a on-;mer I ereneo against the violation of the 
sovereign right c-i' iiLninr).-. to dispose of then selves, and (o regulate 
tbeiv own insiiiulious ; bill, he taught you only nealralily in respect 
to i.ho wars of foreign nations. 

I will go furthtr. Aini 1 stale dial oven that i.ior.rriiiii of neutral- 
ity he taught and bequeathed to yon, not as a cuns'.i;iiliui;al princi- 
ple — a iasling regulaiioii lor all I'uLiire lime, "ant only as a. matter of 
temporary policy. T reier in Lhrs.L. respect Io die very words of bis 
I'a.rowoll Address. There no slates explicitly, 1.1m. 1 " It h -noitr "pol- 
icy to s.'ccf- clear of pcrnianc-M at tit tnr.es iciik iiiiij portion, of the. for- 
eign- K'.rhL" These are bis very words. I'citcn is bio word, and 
j on know policy is no: the seieneo of priin'.q-.ies. i.mt of ox'i.L l .' , .'iir , ii.?s ; 
and that principles are of course, by a. free and powerful nation, 
never to be sacrificed to exigencies. The exigencies arc passing 
away, Like I be babbles of a rain ; but the nation is immortal : it must 
cor.-il: ■ i he. future also, and not only the egolistioa] comfort of the 
passing hour. It must be aware that to an immortal nation, noth- 
ing can be of higher importance than immortal principles. 

I wall go ye: hir.her, and state that even this notii-!! of neutrality 
Washington taught you. mil as a permanent rule, but u-> a icntporary 
convenience. I. prove it aga.in by referring lo the wry words of bi.s 
.farewell Adorer, when bo. in reference to his policy of neutrality, 
explicitly -.itv's I bat " wi/'ii hhn (Washington) it pfiJoiniuanl muli,-!' has 
be>:v. to emk-inor to firiin time, to your cna.vt.nj to suilc. and. -matterc its 
institution:!, unit tn nroiiye;::: , -ir.iikou:!. i:iit.errn.ntio;i. to that tl'!xrc<i of 
tilrcnqth. rind con::i>,te.nc:j which is -neei-atari/ to .oiu< it tin; c.nn:inte>td if 
its own. fortune:-." These are highly memoroblo words, gentlemen, 
ITere V Pike my ground, and easting a glance of admiration over your 
glorious land, i rnniidentiy ask you, genilomen, a.re yovtr hislituiinns 
settled and lnatoreil, o- tire they not '.' Are you, or tire yon not, come 
to that decree of strong:!, ami consistency (o be trie masters of your 
own fortunes ? 

Oh, my God ! bow I thank ibee for having given rue the glorious 
view of ibis country's greatness, which answers Hils tjueslinu forme ! 

Yes! you have attained thai, degree of strength and consistency 
when yonv less forte nate brethren in mankind may well claim your 
brotherly, protecting hand. 

And here i stand before ycn.io plead the, cause of these, your less 
jbriuuan: brethren— the catise of humanity. J may succeed, or I 
may fail. But I will go o: 
winch mountains, were mo'- 
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Blill T will say wish Lullier, " Mny C«'l hJ.j> mc — 1 ran ih no oiiirr- 

One word morn tn prove that Washington never attached to 1 lis 
doctrine of i io 1 1 tra lily more than die- sense of it:)r:jior,rn: policy. I re- 
fer to one of his letters, written I.e. La l-'ayetic. wherein ho says: — 
" Lot us only have la-ca'ui irvrrs of peace, v. ml oar eumi-rv will come 
to such a decree of power and wealth iliat wo will lie able in a just 
cati-M, to defy whatever ooiver on earth!" 

" In a just, cause 1" Now in the name i ['eternal (mill, and by all 
that is sacred and dear to man ; since the history of mankind is re- 
corded, there lias keen no cause more just (Ian t.he cause of Ilunijary ! 
Never was there a people without the slieic.esl reason, more sacrile- 
giously, more tread lerousk, ana iiy fouler moans, attacked, than Hun- 
gary ! Never has crime, curse:: ambition, despotism, anil violence, in 
a move wicked maimer, united to crush down freedom, and the very 
life, than aminst. Ilunmviy ! Never was a. country more mortally 
ofleuded than llinmary is. All your sufferings, all your complaints, 
wdiioii, wi:h so mach ri^bt drove your forefathers to lake up arms, 
are hut slm'it. grievances in comparison wkh loose immense, deep 
wounds, nu: of which the heart of IIim^Liiy '.deeds '. .[:.' the cause of 
my poi-ijili.: is no' sulfieiontly just t.o insnro Lie protection of God, and 
(he support of -;ooil willing men, then there is no just, cause and no 

justice on eatih. Then the hlood of no new Abe. will move 'own rrl 
Heaven. The renins of charily, Christian love and justice wi"t 
uiO'.iruiriidv iiy the earth; a heavy curse wilt upon morality fall- ■ 
oppressed "men despmr, and only the Cains (if humanity wa.lk 
proudly with impious Irow, ahoul lao rains o" l/herty on earth ! 

I have shown, gentlemen, dial Wa.sfiiu^um ha, never bequeathed 
to his country I he doctrine of nor earing ahoul (lie violation of inler- 
mitloiinl law, — kas i l : :■ i bequeathed d.c dnclriue of ioiiiitereurism io 
Ins countrymen, bur only neiilraliiy. T have shewn that these two 
ideas lire esse mi ally different. J. have shown ihal. even the dociriuo 
of neutrality he never intended '.o recommend cii ids cornlrymen as 
a las-.injr co'isi.il.uiioiia: principle, hot only as a measure of temporary 
policy, advisable until ike United Siaies shonhl prejrrcss in strength 
and consislonev, to which end he pulled twenty years io he suffi- 
cient, — a f'ler wdijeh he himself declared t.o be resolved to espouse any 

jus!, cau^e. Now allow- me brio-iv io eom-idei now your pokey mis 
been developed in the course of lime, with respect to ihe principle of 
non-intervention in foreign concerns. 

I will only recall to you- memory ike message of Presideul "Mon- 
roe, when lie clearly stilted thai, ihe ['."need Elates weald take up 
arms to protect die American H punish ( 'o'enies, now free lie; ail dies, 
.should the so-called Jioly (raihcr unholy) Alliance make tm attempt 
ciiher to aid Spain l.o reduce ihe new American .Republics to their 
ancient colonial slate, or to compel them 'o a'lopt poljiru -r.'iiii! 

more conformable to the policy and views of that Alliance. I entreat 
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Su to mark well, gentlemen, not only the forced introduction of 
onarchical Governments, iiiii in gimoini '.he interference of foreign 
powers in the contest lor independence of r. J i : ■ .Spanish Colonies, was 
■declared sufficient moiive for the Eiiiiod Mmtrs to protect the natural 
right of those nations to dispose of themselves. 

I beg leave to desire to remember inat this declaralion of President 
Al mi rut' was not only approved um! continued by ;.h,.i neople of tin': 
United Stiles, but rf ml. GVu/.' Britain, iiwj'j'.'iiwd (!m ("/■■;.'■,■« tSis&s 
in (lie declaration of this decision and this policy. 

I farther rceiul l.o your memory i.lie instructions ffiven in 1326 to 

5 mi: envoys to the Congress of IV.umn. Richard Anderson and 
ohu yfr«e:i.ni, where it i- clearly slated iJiiii l.iio Linked Slices would 
have opposed, with their wdiole ibrce, the interference of Continental 
Towers with that struggle for independence. 

It is true, that this declaration id go tmi l.o war, to protect the 
independence of foreign stales against, foreign interference, was not 
only restricted In the Continent, of America, out I'rosidenl Monroe 
declares in his message that the Uuileil Slides can ii;;ye no concern 
in Euro | hi an si niggles, being distant and separated from Europe by 
the great Atlantic Ocean. 

flat T in'!' leave 10 renia.rk (lint this hidiileronce to European con- 
cerns is again a ucitl.er. not of princi/ila bin of temporary t;j:i^r<u:.i/ 
— the motives of ■■•. liU-li have, by the lapse of l.iiuo, eolirely riiniip- 
peared — so niuc.li thai. I.ho balance even turned to the opposite side. 

President. Monroe mentions diaiviux- as a motive of the above -si af.ed 
distinction. Weil, since the prodigious uevehcimeu; of your E id ion's 
g'orious invention, distance is lilol.icd om of the dicliona.ry — or rather 
repbi.ceil by the word lime- Distance is no more calculated by viiks, 
but. by /coirs. And being so, Etiro|>e i.s of course less dkiicii from 
yon than the greater pan of the American Continent. Tint, let even 
the word disjunct* he taken in iis nominal sense, Europe is nearer to 
yon than the grea'os: part, of the American C'oulineui., yea, even 
nearer than perhaps some parts of your own territory. 

President Monroe's second motive is, that yea are s empaled from 
Europe by ibe Atlantic. [Vow, a! [lie present time, and in the pres- 
ent, conditio!] of navigation, the Atlantic is no separation, bin raider 
a connecting benoht. the facilitating source of dial cmmuercial inter- 
course which brings the iuleresl.s of Europe borne to you, connecting 
you with it with evevy tie of moral as well as material interest 

It is chiefly in Mew York that I ("eel induced l.o speul; so, because 
Mew York is by inuumer.i bio lies connected wh.li Europe, more cou- 
r.ecleii thttn set-era', parts of Europe itself. 

It is the agricultural inleresl oil icsereni country which chieflywants 
an outlet iLnd a market.. .Mow it is far more Europe than lue American 
Continent to which you have 10 look in that respect. This very cir- 
cumstance cannot allow yen l.o remain iodide rent, l.o the fate of free- 
dom on the European continent, because, be sure, gentlemen, and 
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let me have spoken this chiefly to the n'entlemen of trade, should 

Absolutism mi In '.'round in Europe, il will, if tmmt, make every pos- 
sible obsi.aelo 10 the commercial intercourse of rfijjiiliiic.ii.il Algerian, 
because commercial intercourse is the most powerful /'■.■.,:;:-o':< 
■.■.-; .-,.,..■.; and he sure tin; victory of Absolutism on ill i? European 
C'ouliiii.ii if will il) tin quarter have move injurious national conse- 
quences, then in the vast, e.vlent of your agricultural and commercial 
interests. 

Then, why not prevent it- -'■.vhilo vol. I.iicro is a. possibility to do so 
wiih itooo. 01" eniupaialivo small sacrifices, ralhen.han loidiiiletlial la.l.al 
camslropbe, and to mourn the minimise sacriuoos it would llscis cost '! 

Even in political considerations now-a-days, you have sii-ou^cr 
moiives In E-el inleiesiod in die fate of Europe, than even in the late 

of the central or southern paris of America. VVI wer may iiapnen 

in the iii.siii.ulioi'.s o*' these parts, von are loo powerful lo see your 
own iustitmions aliened hy it, tint let !' 

cab as without the rosloru'lioii of JVnnaa.ry to its uidepeno;oace, and 

the IVeedom of lli.lv so si ronttiv connected will. I.I unwary, to be sure 
it will— nod your children wfl *cr.i ihoso wo"ds, wmcb your \alional 
novorninonl. spoke in 1 Sd7. fuliillfid on a larger scale loan they were 
meant, that i: 1i\e iiUdalism «/' Europe tciii >■-■■ ■■'■■■■ 

hm hid brj'.n o;.' .'■■','.■■ nitntl ■-(''■'■■ ('."re.'' And oh ! 
do liot iv I v loo ior.'llv upon your power. It. is great, to be sure. 
You hare" lint, lo fiu'r whatever simj'.e power oo etiri.h : hat loot to 
bistorv. Ancient Rome lias fallen, and nmimy empires have van- 
ished 'from earth. I.ci not Ibe onottm.s of freedom grow too strong. 
Victorious over Europe, ami Ibmi united, liioy would lie too slum;; 
even for von ! And bo sure, thev bale vnu u-ilii an iulernal aatred. 
Theviuusl ha;.= you oven more l.a'an me. Tbev cmisieor you as their 
mmtlrmicuilly ,ieen wlnlfi 
the republican piitieiple has such a mighty representa.live as yom 
country is. .,..,, 

Ves^ gentleimm, ;l was ihe fear fmm toe pohlical reaction of aa- 
:.:.". r : si:c ■■uiiictple- v.mich intmeed your great statesmen— thai piiti- 
eip ! e which ihev professei! fir fi-ciilrii! and Sioutlim-n America, no: lo 
e.\ie:id !.o Europe also, am! !>y no means the publimy avowed locale 
motives. Every ma-iifesiatioit of vonr pmdie No out oi ■ f:.,- ■ a:,,-, 
-hows thai I ami rmntto say so. Europe's nations were, m:, ■ I IS::::, 
in such a de^rai.ied'sij.nttimi that indeed you mast have tell anxious 
,,„.. to couie'into any oonlacl with ihal pestilential atmosphere of 
Knr. .po. whom a.s iil'. Cm v said in 1 alii, in his speech a houl the eman- 
cipation of South America, H'uris was transferred m Si, i'et.ersl; trg.-' 
fiat scarcely has, within a year later, too (iroek naiion come mils 
contest to an important, standing, which eiiyo yea hope thai toe spirit 
o : ' freei[oni is wakim)- a^iiti, anil at. otmc veil ahmuloiied your prm- 
cipie of political iu.bll'ere'mc for Kurooe. Von know bow year (..lays 
and your Webstevs spoke, as if really they were speaKing for my 
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rery ease. Yon know how your oiiixons acted in behalf of tliat 
simple tor lib-fly. in I hill: pun of Europe which is more distant than 
11 nonary ; am! a;;uiu, when 1'oiand loll, vui; know what spirit per- 
vaded the Unite J States. 

So I have shown you how Washingioirs doctrine or' perJeet m'u- 
tra-ily in your foreign relations has by-und-by changed into Iho dec- 
laration to oppose, wi'cli all your forces, absoluiisiioal Europe, in 
interfering willi i.lio independence or republican insiilnrlons of Con- 
tra: or tSouihern America, J have k1iow.ii yon whv this maniv reso- 
lulion wu.s not extended then to Europe. I have shown v'ou Iho 
Curlier diileroiiees heiv/eeii your present convenience ayi'.filial. of 
the timeofl'resideui .Monroe— noi less iiriporrunuoan iho-e beiwoen 
Monroe's Dud Washing oil's time. Biu.ono mighty difference I must 
still c oin mo morale. That is, that your population has. since -Mon- 
roe's time, nearly doubled, I belie™; at least increased by millions. 
And whin, sorv of men are l.boso iniliions ? Are they onlv naiive bom 
Americans? No! European emigrants they are ; meu'v.ho. Iboueh 
citizens of the Uniied Slate:., are by liio most sa.ered lies of relation- 
ship alni.ehoii to Europe's ia.le. That is a eon side ration worthy of 
Iho reJIecliori of your calicos, and wisest men. who, after oahn re- 
.Doe.iion, musL a.jjree with me, thai in vour present eoudi:lon von are 
at^caslas inueu interested in Ihe ia'i.e of Europe, as yoiu-'fatbeiv; 
twenly-oigiu years ago deelirod themselves interested in the late of 
Central anil Southern America. 

And really so it is. The unexampled, immense, prodigious sym- 
jtailiy for the eause of my country which 1 met v.'iih in the Uniied 
.Stales proves that k is so. Your generous inlerfeveiiee with Jul 
Terkish captivity of 'die Gove mov of Hunga.iT proves that i! is so. 
Anil this development, raiher than change i"n vour foreign policy, is 
no: even more an instinclivo ebulliiion of public opinion, which is 
called by-aud-hy to imparl a. direelimi to your fviiiouai Governmental 
policy: the direction is already iiLipanoij! a.ml tbo opinion of the peo- 
ple is already an avowed principle of the policy of the Govern mo lit. 
T have as ;>oocl, 1 have a mo«t decisive aur.horkv. to rely upon in 
saying so. Ii. is (lie Message of the Presiiii'ut of the Uniied States. 
His tlwelleney. iUilhm! f'iihuore, eoinmunicaled to the Cougro.-,s. a 
li;w days ago; there I read the paragraph—" The deep 'interest 
which we feel hi the spread of liberal principles, and iho ostanlish- 
nieiii. of free governments, and the sympathy with which we wilnosa 
every struggle ugahist oppression, ftrhid tint! ii-:. should he i>idiiie : -- 
sni !') a iM-iis-:'. in. 'ei/c'< a',:: strung arm of a. j'ortiyyu ■puiw is -iiixokrH 
(n still!: -public scit.ti.i:i<;,i! mid n- press the spirit, of freedom m am/ 
country." Kow, gemlemen, here is the ground wilich J lake for my 
earnest endeavors to beuolii. die cause of Hungary. T have only re- 
speci fully io as!;, is a. principle wliic.il the pubiie opinion of the "poo- 
pie of -.he Uniied Hiatos so rosoiiuely pro'esses, and die Goi ermiienl 
of Iho United States, with Iho foil semiment of i'.s responsibililv.de- 
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Glares to your Congress to be the ruling principle of your National 
Govormooiii. ; is 1.1 nu priiLci.ile meant to bo serious '! Indeed, I con- 
fess that it wain Id be (In: most impcrtmenl outrage toward ymir jreat 
people, and yiuir Katiomd Gi-wermiisnl : In entertain the okjotieing 
opinion, tliut'whiit t!ie people of tho United States, and its National 
Goyermneu', in such a solemn diplomatic mauner, profess to be a 
ruling principle of your policy, should uot be meant to be but il joke 
alio.it dm most sacred interests of liiimunily. God forbid (hat J should 
feel the iinper'lneif arniganeo to think so; therefore i take ilie prin- 
ciple of your policy to be as ! find il established, without any inler- 
tereuoo. and I come in the name of oppressed hnraauily le claim the 
nntuiat, logical, unavoidable, practical c.inseo, nonces of your own 
freely ohn-eti Government, policy, which you have avowed to the 
wlmfe world. Ilic light to claim ilie realisation el" Ihose expressions 
which 3 T otir son' reign people of the United Stales have chosen out 
of your own a ceo sal. hi raise in the bos., in of my countrymen and oi 
oppressed humanity. 

You will excuse me, rouilh men, for haying dwell, so long about 
that principle of m in -inter fere nee wil.li European measures, but I 
have lound this rock thrown in my way when 1 spoke of wdiat I 
humbly request from the Uniled States.' I have been charger! to 
have the arrogance to change your existing policy, and as in one 
speech, I of course c.anuo! exhaust Ike whole mighty complex of my 
mission, I choose for die present opportunity lo develop my views 
about that fmulamental principle of net curing alien! Curopenn con- 
cerns, ami baying shown, not theorelieally, but praoiicaily, that it is 
a mislako to think thai yea hid. at wlia lever time, such a policy, anil 
havinn- saew.o ibat shonid you ever have enterluiiied such a pohoy. 

Su bad abandoned it. So much, at least, I hope lo have achieved. 
y humble requests to yonr operative sympathy may still be oppos- 
ed bv 1 don't know what ether morlves ; bul. ibat objection 1 will 
never more meet — tint to interfere with hluropoau concerns — this ob- 
jection is disposed of, and forever, I hope. It remains now to 
iuyesiigato, ikM having professed not to be it id die rent to the 
cause of itnngary, such as to he indifferent to the ca.use of Euro- 
pean freedom; is ihe cause of Hungary such as to have just 
claims to yonr active am! ooerndvo as^tn.nce and support? It is, 
gentlemen — to prove tbis I do uol intend lo enter into an explanation 
of die particulars of our struggle, which T had die honor to direct, as 
the chosen Chief Magistrate of my native kind— if is highly gratify- 
ing to melo see the cause of Hungary is— excepting some ridiculous 
misrepresent ;u inns of ill-will — cor reedy undersl.ooil here. I will only 
slate our.' I act, and Mini is dial, our endeavoriuL's lor independence 
were crushed down by the armed inierferenoe of a foreign despotic 
power — Ihe principle of all etii on earth — Russia. And stating this 
("act I will not again intrude upon you with my own views, hut recall 
to your memory the doctrines established by your o — " 
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Firstly : Again I ro'ii'i: to your great Was hi ne'e] 1 .. Ill 1 says in one 
of his letters [.o Lii Fayetle. " My policies are plain and simple; I 
think every nation has a right to cslaidisb ilial. form o[" government 
under which it conceives il can iivo must happy, anil that no gov- 
ortnnen'.s ought to imcrfore with l.lu.i interna; concerns of another." 
Hero I lake my ground — V take my ground upon a. principle of 
Washingem — a /irim;!;:!-'. and no doctrine of temporary policy, cal- 
cinated lor 1.1 ir; iir.sl. twenty years of you]- infancy. Russia 1ms inter- 
fered Willi tin; internal concerns of Hungary, and tiy doing so lias 
vioiaied iiio policies of the United e-.ules, Oimicisbcii as a hissing 
principle hy Washington himself. 1 1 is a lasting principle —I. w !d in- 
voke in my support the opinion el' every statesman of tlie United Slates, 
of '.very part; . of ever;.' time, lint to save time, 1 roirii: from 1.1 le 
first Preside i.-, of the United cca.es at onee lo the las: , ami reeull to 
your memory this mini of tin' present. Annual Message of his Plxcel- 
leney ('resident Fillmore', " Let every people choose for itself, and 
make ;ind a'ter i".s pol'iicn ! instils '.ions to suit its own oondil.ion ami 
convenience." Here again I lake my ground upon the principle es- 
i.alik-keii hy Wasbingl.mi — making the basis of your own existence, 
ami professed and acknowledged ay your very present (government, 
only to show that I. am aware of liie policy and political opinion of 
your present. Government also. T beg leave to quote your present 
Secretary of Siaie, Mr. Webster's s.alen'.cnl, who. in his speech on 
the Greek un isiiou, speaks so : " The law of nations mammies that 
in extreme cases, resistance is lawful, anil dial one nation has no 
right l.n interfere in [he a.ular.s of another/' Welt, that precisely 
is the ground upon which we ] ! unitarians stand. Jlut f may per ■isps. 
meet the objection, J. am sorry to say I have met it already. 
" : Weil, we own that ;i. Las been viola'cd ay Russia in the ease of 
Hungary, bin afar al: what is Ituuc-a.ry lo us ? Lei every people 
lake cure of itself, what is that to us '!" So some speak ; it i.s i lie 
oh; doctrine of private egotism, " every one for himself am! Coil for 
all." I will answer- tlie ohjecliou uoi. by my own humble views but 
again by the wen's of .Mr. Webster, woe, in Lis alia dee- lo speech on 
(he Creek question, having professed iho sovereign right, of every 
lLir.ion to dispose of iis own eoneerus. lo be a lav." of nation-, — thus 
is aoiu;t on : ■■ .P.ul. it ni;:y be ::.sked what is aL !Lat to us ? The ques- 
tion is easily answered. We are one of the nations, and wc as a 
milieu have precisely the same interest in international law aa a 
private individual Las in the laws of his country." 

You see, gcnile.nen, 1 Lac again a good authority to quote. The 
principle which your honorable Secretary of State professes is a 
principle of eternal truth. IVo man can disavow i*. — mi polidcal 
party can disavow it. Thus I am in the happy condition lo address 
my humble pravers, in that respect, doi to a party, hut to the whole 
people of the United Slates, which I will go on to do so long as 1 
have no reason to contemplate one party opposite or indifferent to 
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my country's cause, because else (.:!' course 1 would have 'o ;eddres j 
those who are friends, and not those who are either Isicli jT'-mmiI. o; 
antagonistic. IJiiL il. may bo from some quarters avowed : " Well, 
wo ;fc knowledge the jusli'eo of dial | ? L i ; : i ; 1 1 l : of (■very riaiioirs sove- 
n-in-ii rindus— we acknowledge a io bfij a law of nations thai, no ibr- 
ei./n power 1ms a radii io interfere in the niiai":' of another, and v.e 
are determined to respect I bin common law of mankind ■, h'il. if others 
do no; respect that bw il is not our business lo muddle \vji_h ibein.'' 
T,/i mo answer by an analysis. '■Every nation has the same niterc.-'. 
in the international career, as a private individual has ia the laws ot 
his connive/' That is an acknowledged principle of the United 
Stai.es. Conseenemly every iiiii ion is, in respect to iulernm.ionai 
law. precisely in the same oomliiion as a private iiidi vidua I i- ic re- 
spect to the laws of his. country. Well, where is the comlnain oi a 
piiviiie individual in respect lo the laws of his country 1 la it only 
that ho lias himself uni. lo violale ike law ; or is it thai se far as is 
in his power he should also prevent others !.o violate d:e law? Hup- 
pose von see that a wicked man is about to roh-to ninrdiT your 
neighbor, or to burn his house, wiii you wrap yonrseli ill year ow>> 
virtuous lawfulness, and say, "I don't rob—don't murder— don't 
burn ; but what others do is not my business. ] am nut my brodi- 
er's keeper. I sympathize with him ; boi lam nol olm^od in lielp 
nim that he maynot be robbed, muidoree. or burn!." What honest 
imui of the world would answer so? None of yon. None of [lie 
people of the United States, I an i ' ' 

maxim o: due Pharisees of old. who thanked 'iod thai they were not 
as ollics were. Oar Kayioiir was no". coimsit to so himself licn.d- 
in>" iu ihe hall of die iempie, I ml. he ind driven out i'ioso who wr;re 
Ireadum; there. Now, 

Ihe laws of his country. I be same duty has a nation, in respect to ui- 
tcuathmul law. This duty has no oiher limit, hut only the power 
lo fulfil it. Of course, it cannot he expected thai lla- Rimmilie el 
fclt. 7daritto,ortho Prince of Hon 

in hi::; ambiiioiis anuoyauee. Tl was ridiculous when ihe Prince oi 
Ivludena refused to recotfni/,o fie rjevcrmncnr of Irmis Philippe— but 
■: lo whom much is given, will inceii (unexpected from him," says 
the Lord. And every condition ha; nol only ils rights, but also its 
own desires, and any which is in the condition lo be a power on 
earth has liie duly io consider himself as a part of the e.voniive 
power of mankind,' called lo mainlaiu the law of nalions. Woe, a 
ill on sand -fold woe lo humanity, should there no'sodv oil earth lie to 
inainlain the laws of hunmiiih'. Woe, -i l.housand-Iodl woe to human- 
ity, should even those who are as mipj.ty as ihov are free, nei. feohm- 
leresl.eii ai die maintenance of ihe laws of iminkiut!— hecaase they are 
laws— but only in so far as some seamy money interests would desire 
it. Woe to humanity, if every despot of [d :■ world may date lo trample 
down the laws of humanity, and no free nation arises to mnko re- 
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f-pectcd iliosc laws. P(.'ti|;I." nf liio Uin'od Strifes, humunify expects 
thill, yam- olorious n.-publici will prove io the world, v.liat "republics 
lire founded on virtue — it expects to sec you the {ruan.lin.ijs of the 
laws of i 1 11 sua nit j'. Well, I will come 10 Ihe last possible objection. 
1 may be told, " You are right in your principles, vmir tau.~c: is just, 
and you have our sympathy ; but alio' al! we eaimol yo 10 war Ibr 
yourcoimlry; we cannot furnish you with armies amlilools; we 
cuimoi debt your buttle for you." There is the rub. VV'bo tan 
exactly ioll what would have boon the issue of your own struoula 
(or iaiio;ioii:.le;ioe, ihmigliymir coi.uKry was in a -mV Mri|:;i:/'r aeoirra'u 
leal portion than w'e poor Ilunuarians, should France have "<r\','t-n 
such an answer to your forefathers in I778 and J7SI, insreod of 
semlhir; to your aid a (loot of thirty -einjii men of war. innl auxiliary 
troops, and :'M. OiJi.i tmiiliin.i. ami n loiiu of ninofeen millions. And 
what is fur more i.ban all this, dots it iiof show i.bat France resolved 
with all ifrf power to espouse the cause of your independence ? Tint, 
perhaps, I will be l.old tluu France did this' not out of love: of free- 
dom, hut out of haired against England, Well, lot it he; but let 
rne also ask, shall the eu.oso of oiden times— haired— bo more elii- 
oienl. hi the de.-!imrs of maekmd taiivi lovo of freedom, principles of 
jusl.ice, and laws of humanily ? Perhaps I. will bo l.ohj I hat Europe 
is so far from America, Pmi. let mo ask is America in (ho davs of 
sl.i'aio tiavi;T:,ii..!ii more dis(unl. from Europe to-day thin France was 
from America seventy three years ago ? .However, ] mri-i. solemnly 
declare that it i- nol. my intention uvrely lii orally U|ion Ibis example, 
it is not my wish io enlamjlo (.he United Slates "in war, or to encase 
your jrroai people to send out armies and fleets to restore Ilau7;:iry 
to its sovereign independence. Not at all, {rentlomon; I most sol- 
emnly deebire that f never entertained audi expectations, siudi 
hopes, ami bore I come fo (be practical [mint. 

The principle of evil in Europe is the euervatine- spirit of Russian 
absolm.sm. If. is iiuou this resls i.Jie da.rine.- bokhioss of every petty 
tyrant Io Irautple upon oppressed nations, and to eru.-di down lib.-viy. 
To this Moloch of ambition has fallen a victim my poor nal.i re lanil 
It is this wil.il whioh aloiealembert threatens (h French ropubli i 
Ir. is Russian inlerveution ia Hungary which {revorned French inier- 
venlion in Rome, ami gave the temerity io German tyrants to crush 
down all the endeavors for freedom anil unity in Germany. Tlio 
despots of the European coul.inent ire leagued' apjiust lae'freedom 
of the world. That is a matter of fact. The second matter of (act 
is that the European continent is on [ho eve of anew revolution, ft 
is- not necessary to be initiated in the secret preparations of the 
European democracy Io be aware of ihat approach in i; eoulineenov. 
Ti is penned ou' by the ('Vouch Constitution itself, pre.scribinu'a new 
Presidential election for the next spring. Now, suppose that the 
ambition of Louis Napoleon, eucnuratmd by Russian secret aid, 
awaits this time, (which I scarcely believe,) and suppose that there 
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will be" a peaceful solution, such as would make eonl(?ti ; eu the 
/riendsof Coiiidiliciin tYani.10. of course iho iirsl ad ol Tins new 
I'-Tiich I'-esidnHt must ins :il bast, to rociiil i.liO IVuioh fool's Horn 
Ro-uo \o'io:k can doubt thai a revolution will follow, il not. pre- 
mie this recall in I::i!v- Or if there is no neaceiul solution m 
Vnnfe iml a re vol n Lieu, (lion even' man knows ilia!, wkeia-ior I io 
},,. :ll I (l r Franco bobs up. the [iiiisaLit.ni is foil tbrnuifiuiifl tnivopo,;,nd 
oppivssoihia lions once more riso.smd li.ussia Myniii si )l.ov fores. .Mow 
j iL hose cirounis;an<tes iieioro my eyes, 

mil il bo r/MHvnii'iK tositca ;i. ureal, power as this iiepi b'ir. !■■ av.:. .1 
the fery outbreak and then mil'v to dUoitss and deekb vbr mn-.-.ioo 
von will hev.illinfiohikeiH vovir iDivi.-iipohoy .' Il muy ™i»o npuii, 
asunder the hist lumbal, si I a lute hour, a;;on!-; I') 
siff, L j hi [lu'Hiarv. Russian ifii.-ri'.-: . uee ai...f u, ;,-,f: sadiievOL what 
iho ^u-ii^iims I hii,,iiiir;v dytu^ty I to a.ebievo You know die 

ismi Loll-'' fco 1 respect- 
fully oniroiiL [ho noopb of tlif Lamed Ktat.es, in nine, to cvmvss its 

W 5ll US 1.0 vvililL COSll-SO i! wishes to iff: pSIVSUed l)V lis jVl I lOlUll l.DY- 

ernmenl in the case of ilio approachim; ovonls 1 have inrunotied. 
.■\ii,i 1 most, eenudenilv hone tiii.it ihoiv is only "no Cfin-" a--'- '■ 
consistent ivlib the idove recorded P i i ; i c 1 1 >!..■- . I! you aulu eiMfhee 
,!„. ,,- i: of avow in Lion to aker us iu.ti;.oiions aim mivannnai-., 
v.f.is^biioiviod^ ibo iiii-rlbivniv o: loitdirn powovs ni Liril •■:i. : if'.aii 
;■!,■!,[ ,.n Iki s^io.al.o:: of ilio law of nations, ;,s via., .fi.siii.y do— if you 
n haii [brent t.olhis vioialioii ol uilernsuiunal 
]inv, as vos.iv J'tvsideni oooiiiv prou.s.e- linn you are, toon llieve is 
no oiaor'.aiurse o:,s:,;b!o shan not to bii.erifio in tbat seven i,i. ii:.a :. 
of na-ious. bm. also moL to admit wba'over ot.hor powers to mt.erlere. 
Hut you will. perhaps, object, mo thai is so much as lo j?o I" war. t 
answer. ut.--.htit is so much as to provoul. war. Vvba.l.is wauteu to 
tn-l filb.- ! il is wanted, taut boimj aware oi the piresiiae.is condi- 
tion of Cure's', voav National CoKirnioeol. no -'- ■ " I ' ■-' l; '-' 

*eiul in*i vm-'lbiis to viiii Minister ai Loudon, lo i.eelaro to Ilio I'.iia- 
li.bUnverm.ioaiihaliJie leaded States, uckiiowl,idioi);> d:e-ev, ifi-:i 
■Via of even- is;, lion to dispose of its own tloni'islio coimci ns, ba.vo 
T <';„] V o,[ ,,ot"io into if- i-o, bun also not bun intorfure wliaiovor li^ 
ci.m |ioivov »ill. Ibis ,ov ov, i ;! n rivl.t, in or.li-r n.r.-.rf^ ii.- ^|.mt ... 

,(„,„■, „, ,;n„o with tb,i Unilod ytalos in this pob.iv. and ,o i Vfdavo 
,i j;l - ,!,, thailSnio, are resolTed to act conjointly with Englant m 

II 1 1 t tr I ■ 

,,,,,;,„,,,, -,, ki di is in,].. -Hhio not to i,n-soo It Ibo oin„ a- ■ I i ,0 

]-,.■! V ;-;,i,:~. mst. of ii.iuorine- mo with mo oH'.ts o: tioir ji.-,'- 

tab--. wovdfi ho ob'asoti m oxpross this thoir will, ay |!;,ssi:if f.ionvo- 
nira voso-.ii'ons.'ival ii.iiivne thoin to llioir NtLlioa;, . i,oi o-imiont— 
if the nooiib bv ail onnsliuttiona! moans— if tho nnlopendent press 
would liaslon to oppress the public opinion in a similar sense— it m 
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3 of this, the National Government would instruct its 

Minister in iiiugla; '! .uindngly, n mi by a convenient cosmiiunic.a- 

lion to the (' ■■ :iilli ess. i;ii e so as it is wont to lia. nublieity (o this his 
stop, I am entirely sun; !.h:ii. you would find the people of Grout 
Bvh.aio heartby joining this ilir. 'clioii. of policy, — nobody in the world 
could feel especially luT'nded by it, ae.d no uxi;,;ii:t; relati:>:t would be 
broken or iniureiL tun! still the in I. a' fere: ice i;i' Russia in l.bo resrora- 
tion of Hmijfiij v to its i : i I . ■ ; ■ ; : l i Lane (formally declared in IS 1.9) pre- 
vented — Russian a. rrogii no:; and preponderance checked, and i.bo op- 
p ]■■:.■ sse J mitions of j/iuropo soon become free. There may bo sumo 
(n-or-iin.tioHB men who perhaps would sa.y, " Hat il" kiic.1i a dee.laru- 
tion of your Government will mi* bo respected, a.ui! Kussia still do:.:s 
interfere, tlion yon woi 'd l;o oh I [god by tilis pve\ ioas i tool nvat ion to 
go to war, anil yon don't, desire to have a war." Tbat objection 
seemed l.o ran liko us if somebody would say, "If tin; vault of Heaven 
breaks down what will '.ye i!o '.' : ' My answer is, " Hut it will not 
bn-:ii.k down," oven so I answer — but. your declaration will be re- 
spected— R us:- i a will not interior;;— you will have no occasion tor 
war, you will have prevented war. lie sure Russia would twice, 
thrice consider to provoke aaauM Um .1. 'ar-saO.s I he roused fury of 
nations— bo sides the legions of Republican Prance, also the Llngl'sh 
Leopard and Lao star surrounded Eagle of America. Please to con- 
sider toe fael that yon, united to liuglund, have made already such a 
declaration, noi. so admit nay iii'orfoiviiCC of "fo European ahsnlulis- 
tical powers, into the affairs of tin; fonviorly Spanish Colonies of 
America, and lias this declaration brought you to a war? Quits 
the contrary ; it has prevented war — ;.o it would be in our case 

Let me therefore most humbly entreat you, gentlemen — let me 
entreat yon on ibis occasion by the moans of publicity — the people 
of the United Stnr.es to lie pleased to give sn.di practical direction 
to its generous synniii'hy for Hungary, as to arrange meetings and 
pass such resolutions bore and there, and in every possible place of 
this "Teat Union, as 1 took. t!;o liberty to motion above. Why not 
do so ? I beg leave to reiterate wdiai ( had the honor to say yester- 
day to a Goiniviitioo of .Haliiniore. ^impose there should in Cuba a 
revolution oeeur, a revolution from the inbubiianl.s of Cuba them- 
selves, and wdrntevor European power would seut.l dowai it fleet to 
sniipori Spuin ugainst this revolution, wonbl yon admit this foreign 
ini.crveu'.ion in a. foreign country ? 1 am confident there is not nun 
in the United Seil.es who would not oppose this intervention. Then 
wliut is the liillerence between this suppir-a'-d case and the case of 
IIuui;;iry ? Is then! a difference in principle ( No. Then w-ba.l. ? 
The ditieivuoo is tliat Cuba is at six days' distance from New York, 
and the port of Hungary (I'iume) at eighteen days' distance. That 
is all : and wdio would aiiirei that tiie policy of such a great, Tree 
and glorious r;;i:..;i! as the Unfed Ssa.'e^ slml' he rogc.Uv.ed by hours 
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t l>y principles. Allow me to remark that there is an itn- 
■e truth in that whicli tin 1 French legation i:i the llniued Statea 
>ssed to your Government, in an able note of lil'llt October past 
which I beg leave to quote ; "America is closely connected with 
Europe, I j l- i • 1 : ■; only ^!':i:-. r:« :-jiJ from ijirs latter by a disianee scarcely 
exceeding eight days' journey, by one of ihe most Important of 



general iai crests -in:.' inleresL of commerce. 'I'hr: nations of Amer- 
ica, and Europe are at this day so dependent upon one another, I ha 
(lie ell'ecl-, of ■; riy eveni, nro^;>oroes or oihorwiso, iiapneuoig on on 
side of l.bo Atlantic, arc iimumliarely loll, oh the oilier side. The re- 
sult of this cos) tin in i liy of interests, commercial, political and moral, 
between Eurnao and .America- ef litis freipionoy 1 rapldiiy of in- 
tercourse beiween thorn, is that it boon rues as diliicult to point out 
the Li'oi^r'ijjl iii:::' decree where Amoi'itini policy shall terminate ami 
Europoa.u policy begin, as. it is to rra.ee out ihe line whore American 
commerce begins and European coinmeroo terminates. Whore may 
he said to begin or ii:r:ci:ciio toe ideas which are in Lie asrondiinl. in 
Em-ope anil in America. " 'I'ho second measure vvliic.li 1 beg leave 
to mention has reference lo commercial interest. There has, in (al- 
ter times, a doctrine stolen into i.io code of niiernnl.ioual law which 
is even us contrary to the coner.oreial interests of nations as to (heir 
independence. The pettiest despot a( the world has the faculty lo 
exclude your commerce from whatever port ir. pleusos to do so. He 
has only to arrange a blockade, and your conirnerco is shut out ; .or 
if down-i.rortden Venice, bleeding Leinhnrdv, or my down-oppressed 
but resolute Hungary, rises to shake oil' the Austrian lyrani.'s yoke, 
as surely they will, that tyrant believes ni have the right from the 
very moment lo exclude your commerce with the risen nations. 

Now, this is' an absurdity — a tyrannical invention ^'C tvranls viola- 
ting your interest — your own sovereign independence. The Uiiiled 
Slates have not always regarded thiuas f-oni this point of view. I 
find in a nolo of" .Mr. Everett, Minister' of ihe United States in Snain, 
dated, " .Mai.lriii, Jan. 21), 1821V' ibose words : " In tho war between 
Spain and ihe Spanish American colonies the United Stales have 
freely granted to iioih parlies tiic hespralllies of their ports and ter- 
ritory, and have allowed die agent, oi both lo procure within their 
jurisdiction, in the way of lawful trade, any supplies which suii.cil 
their convenience." Slow, gentlemen, this is the principle which 
humanity expects, for your own and for mankind's benefit lo see 
maintained liy you. ami not yonder fatal course, which admits to 
tyrants to draw [Vuni your eounlry whatever supply of oppression 
against I heir naiions, but forliids to nations lo bay the means of de- 
fence. That was no!, the principle of your Washington ; when he 
spealts of harmony, of frioniliy intercourse and of peace, he always 
takes care lo speak of nation- and not of governments — still less of 
tyrants who subline nations by foreign arms. The sacred word of 
P'Ulon, withal! lis nalura.l rights, should, at lot'.st, of your politick 
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'iieli";i:irv. not to bo blotted ont; ami yot I am sorry to see taut the 
■word nation is replaced by the word government. Gam 'emeu, i 
humbly wish that pulnie opinion of the vjoiijiI^' of the United fnn'.es, 
conscious of its own ri^ns, should highly and rosolafcly declare 
l!iat. the people of Use Unfed States will cany on tmdo and eenlmne 
ils commercial intercourse with whatever nation, I):; that nation, in 
-.'evolution against its oppressors or nol ; cud liiai this pooplf ol I.Ul' 
United cilnics express, with eoiilh'euee from it* (Jovernuieuf, io pro- 
vide for the proteciion of yoLir trade. 1 am coniM'enl. thai yon: Am- 
iiunal Government, seeing |ud)li opinion so pro'ioue-vd. \ ::■ 
■;l convenient to augment your naval forces in ihe }.IoditeiT,-,!ie;.ui ; 
■and to look tor ;iOtno such Million for h which would not lorce the 
.Navw of Republican America to. st:ch al in gallon.-, toward lymnts. 
which cannot be consistent with licpnhlica?! principles or Re pub- 
lican dignit-v, omy because the kin;; so-so, be lie oven l.ho cursed 
Kin"' of INaples, .'.['rants yon the i'nvr.r of an anchoriug-pliiae for 
the naval forces of your Republic. 1 believe your glorious country 
-dioith! everywhere tieelv unfurl 'die s:.s r-.pam.o.ed bciuicr of liberty 
Willi all its'cons'cniul principles, and not make liselt cepi ■ h ! :'H : n 
ivbai.ever respect or the glorious s:;hlos of the Ki-igs ikmbasfo 
Compngne. 

The third ohieet of my I":' )f'!e wishes, jg.'i-.ilemeii, is tin: rceo;;!'.;- 
tionof the independence el" I Your ) 

of independence (a. a: '.aims the right of every nation to assume 
:imong the powers ol" inc. earth the separate anil equal s;a'iou to 
wJ.iicM.he Laws of nature ami unfnre's God enti'lo lin.'tii. The po- 
ihieal existence of your glorious republic is founded upon this prin- 
ciple, upon this right. My nation stands upon the stimo ground, and 
•.hero is a striking resemblance bo: ween your cause anil that, of my 
country. On the 4th Jills'. 177G, John Adams spoke such in your 
Congress, " Kink or swum live or do, survive or perish, I am for t.'iis 
dechiration. li is into in the beginning wo aimed nol al independence.; 
but ' there's a divinifv which she pes our cuds.' "' These whole words 
■were present to my 'mi;;.! on ihe 14iii of April, IS-iS, when J moved 
the Declaration of" Independence in the National Assembly ol Hun- 
gary. Our condition was the same, and if there he any difference I 
dare say it is in favor of ourselves. Your com; try wns before ihis 
declare tarn not a self-consisting', independent slate. Hungary was. 
Throinjb the lapse of a thousand years, throned] every vicisskudo 
of this long period, while nations varnished and empires foil, the self- 
con-dsling'indaaendoneo of Hungary was never disputed hie recog- 
nised liv ail povvers ol the earth, sanctioned by treaties made verb the 
frapsburc llynasiy, when this dynasty, by the free will of my naUon, 
and by a bilalerafpiirt was invoked with the kingly crown of Hnn- 
gitry." Even more, Ibis independence of king was aeknov, lodged to 
make a piirl. of the international law of fhirope, and was guaranteed 
i>ot only bvth.o t;;o; : go Iv.tropean L;ove!!nv:enls, such as (irea; Jh.tain, 
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but also by several of those, when yet eonstnelioiial stares, whiei 
belonged formerly ;o Lhe German, and. after ks dissolution, to tbi 
Austrian limpid. This independent condition of Hungary is clear.-, 
deiincd in one of onr fiimiameiUal Jaws of 17'J1, iii l.iiiiie word-:'- 
" ili!f]i.-ary is ii [roe and independent, kingdom, haying it:; own self 
consistent existence and c-OiisiLuiiuji, and nol -ubjocc Ui any olhei 
nuiion or country in the world." This, thereiorc, was our anoiem 
rifflii. We won: not dependent from.. i: ( ,r ;i. part of, the Anstrriae 
E ' ;:i i ■■, as wjiir country ivmj dependent, from England, 'li. was cioariy 
doiinod 1 lL.it. we were to Austria nothing iml. good neighborhood, ami 
the only tie between us ami Austria was, fiat wo elected, to bo our 
kings, the same dynasty which wore also lhe. sovereigns of Austria, 
am! occupied the same line of hereditary ^accession of our kiting - 
but by iicc.ftjH.iiig this cor for;: Sin. hers. n-ii.Ii the consent o!' the king, 
agii.in deci-nred tii;il though siie accepts liio dynasty i!i ho our liereif. 
iiary kion.. ;:■[ il„, lH }, or Iranehises, r \,,l^. ;M i r j [ a >, vs ; lri( , rl . lt ; tln 
shall remain in fall power and intact: and (air country sha.ll he gov 
timed lilic other dominions of that dynnsly, blii. according to our con- 
stitutionally established anuiorii.ios." We'would not belong to the 
Austrian !'',mpire, because that empire did not exist while s'LiiiTiiry 
did already nearlv two vear.s exist, and exist some two hundred" and 
eighty years under the government of that liupsburgiau dcnasly. 
Trie Austrian Empire, as yon know, was only established n't ISilu', 
when the Rhenish Conlbderaev of Napoleon struck the death-blow 
to the German Empire, of which Francis II. of Austria, was no), 
hereditary, but elected Emperor. That tJiniintrv had helongcd lolhe 
German Empire, Ihiit is a thing which no man in the world" ever im- 
agined yet. It is only now when the ITap^burgian tyrant professes 
the intention to melt Hungary iulo the German Con'led oration ; bm 
yon know this intention to ho in so st.rihiiiy opposition to the European 
public, law, that Idngiand iiuil Fmnco solemnly protested ;i gainst this 
intent ion which is not carried out eyento-duy.' Trie German. Empire 
having diet!, its late Emperor Francis, also Kin- of Hungary. ha.» 
established :he Austrian Empire in 180(1, In it. oven in that fuuda.inon- 
tal charter of the new established Austrian Empire, he solemnly de- 
clared that, Hungary and its annexed proymces are not intended, 
and will not make a jki.l-i. of the Austrian Empire. Subsequently 
we entered with this empire into the German Cm if ■deration of ]8!).f>, 
but Hungary, as well as Eombardy and Votiico, tint makine; part of 
the Austrian Empire, lvin.iimid agiiin sepn rated, and were not. cntereri 
into the confederacy. The laws which I succeeded to curry in ISIS, 
did, of course, nothing alter in that old chartered condition of Hun- 
gary. We trnnstbrtned the peasantry into freeholders, free proprie- 
tors, a-inlisiied fembil iuc.unibrauc.es. We replaced llie polhioul 
privileges of aristocracy by the common liberty of the whole people: 
gave political represeniation to the people for'lbe legislature; trans- 
formed our municipal corpora lions into democratic corporations; in- 
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traduced equality in rights and dulios, a.url before the law, for the 
whole pi'ni'h', abolished tbf! immunity of taxation of ilie nobility, se- 
cured otjaal religious liberty to all, secured liberty of the press inn] 
of association, provided Cor public gmtuitoos insi ruiM.i.Hi lor I bo whole 
people, of every confession anil of whatever tongue ; but not injur- 
ing, in any way, tbo rights of the King. Wo replaced our own 
a.ristoera'ieal constitution oy a demoe ratio constitution founded upon 
nearly universal 311 ll'ni m-c of (ho whole, people — of whatever religion, 
of whatever tongue. All these wore, as you see, internal reforms 
which did in no way interiore wilb our allegiance to the King', and 
Mere carried lawfully in peaceful legislation, with the sanction of 
tiie King. 

.Besides this, there was one oilier thing which was carried. Wo 
were formerly governed by a Hoard of Council, which bad the ex- 
press duly to govern according to sure laws, and be responsible for 
doing- so-, hut wo saw by bmt_r experience that this responsibility is 
u:i empty sound, because a Curpo'ouior: cannot really be responsible ; 
and here was the reason why the ubsolul.ist.ica! tendency of the 
dynasty succeeded to encroach upon our liberty. So we replaced 
1.1 ic Board of Cnunoii hy Ministers ; tbo empty responsibility of a 
Hoard by the indivi'lnal responsibility of men— and the King consent- 
ed to it. I myself was nained tiy him .Minister of tbo Treasury. 
Thai is all. Hut precisely bore was the rub. Toe tyrant, could not 
bear the idea that I would not give to bis ambiiinuary disposal the 
life-sweat of mv people ; he was no- contented wilb jjiJ ,5!)0.i')00 loans 
which we generously appropriated lohioi yearly. He would ba.ve his 
bancs in our pockets, and he could nor. bear tiio idea- thai, in; shall 
never more be at. liberty to dispose without any control ^! our brave 
army, and to crush the spirit of freedom in the world. Therefore, 
he resorted to the most outrageous conspiracy, and attacked us by 
arms, and by a faise report of a victory which never was won, issued 
a. proclamation dcela.ring tout Hungary shall not more ovist- -that its 
Independence, its Constitution, its very existence is abolished, and it 
shall oe mtdtetl, l.ke a. farm or jo'd, into Vi:: Austrian bbnpire. To 
(his we answered, " Thou sba.lt not exist, iyra.iu, but we wall ; : ' and 
we bit ii shod hen, as id issued tbo Declaration of eu: Independence. Ho 
you see, ge rill erne n, that, there is a very great dilicreuce between 
youra and ours — it is in our favor. There is another similar differ- 
ence; you declared your independence when it. was yet very doubt- 
ful if vou would be successful. Wo declarer! ours when we, in 
legitimate defence, were already victorious ; when we had beaten our 
enemies, and so proved, bo'bre our declaration, that we bad strength 
ami newer enough 1.0 become one of the independent [lowers on earth. 
One lamp; more ; our Declaration oi Independence was not only voted 
unanimously in our Congress, but every county, every munioipuiily, has 
solemnly lioela-erl its con stmt and adherence to it ; so il became not 
the supposed, but by the v.diole realm positively, and sa.noiioocd ;>v 
27 
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lie fundamental laws of Hungary. And so it ia even now. There 

tapofeied since- noi-hing contrary "to this declaration 0:1 t lie part of the 
nation.- No contrary law, no "declaration issued. Only one thill!:; 
happened — a foreign power, Russia., came with his aimed bondsmen, 
ami. aided by 1 reason, overthrew lis for a while. Now, I put the 
question, before God and humanity, to you, free, sovereign ptople ol 
America.; can this violation of internal io:i.'ii kuvabolUi 'lie i^^iiiinnio 
eiiaraeter of 011 r Declaration of Independe nee ? If not, then, here 1 
ake my ground, because I am in this very Deelara'.ioti of Independ- 
ence, entrusted with I lie charge of Governor of my fatherland. ] 
lave sworn, before God and my nation, to endeavor to maintain and 
t of independence. And so may God the Almighty 



lelp me ti.s J will — 1 will, un'il my nation is a pain in the eondi; : oti lo 
lisposo of i's government, which 1 confidently trust — yea more, I 

r, will be a Republican. And then I retire to the humble ci 



liiiou of my former p-iva.le life, eqn ailing in one thing, at least, your 
Wasl imHoii, not m merits, but in hoiiesiy— that is the only amotion 
of my life. Amen. So iny third bumble wisli in diat the people of 
the Culled Stales would be pleased, by all conslii ul.ional means of 
its wonted public life, 10 declare thai, acknowledging fie legitimate 
charaeier of the Declaration of Independence of Hungary, ii is 
anxious to "reel Hungary among I he independent powders of the ettrih, 
ant! invite the Government of the United States lo recognize :hi,s 
independence s>1: the earliest eouveniont time. That is all. Let me 
Kite the principle an 110 u need ; the rest may woii be left to Liie wisdom 
of your Government, wiih some confidence in my own respectful 
discretion also. Ami so, gentiemeu, I huve respeo- fully staled what 
are my humble requests 1.0 the sovereign people 0; this country, jr. 
ils public and political capieky. It is that, the people of the United 
Stales may tin pleased, by ail constitutional means, to declare — 
First, tjia^ feeling inlereslril in the maintenance of the laws of nations 
aivtmuvledgiug liie sovereign right of every people lo dispose of Us 
ov,n domes' !r concerns :<> be one of liiese laws, am; the interference 
will) this sovereign right to be a. violation of these laws of itaiioiis, 
the ;ieovile of the United Slates— resolved to respect and muke le- 
sp-ried ike~e public laws — declares the Russian past intervention in 
Hungary to be a violation of liiese laws, which, if reiietiued, would 
be a new revolution, and would not he regarded indifferently by the 
people ofihe United Siiti.es— dial you, therefore, invite your Gove re- 
1 — ] -o invite Great Britain to unite with the 



United Simes in tins policy. 

Second, that the people of 'he United Slates is resolved to main- 
tain fs re.ml of oommorekil intercourse with the nations o! Europe, 
wlictker they be 111 a state of revolution against their Governments 
or not— at id" that with the view of approaching si'enes on the Conti- 
nent of Europe, the people indies the t love rumens. 10 take appropri- 
t for fhe protection of the trade of the people on tha 
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Mediterranean, and third, thai the people of the Usiitfd Slates pro- 
nounce hs opinion in respect in the question of independence of Hun- 
gary, so as I liad the honor to stale. I lio]tf: nobody can reproach 
mew have done by this anything inoonsisaent with Ihe li:gh regards 
which I owe to tin.' [.Tuiie:l Stat.es, or nor appropriate to my capin'./.y. 
5 would regard it as a. very judicious and bcnofclal iking, it those 
generous men who sympathize ivilJ* the caose of Hungary, would 
lorni committees through the di derail I parts of (ho United State-., 
with the purpose lo occasion appre^iato meetings, to pass such reso- 
lutions a,s T had the honor humbly to suggest So much for the 
ffenerous people of ihe United y tiles, in its ptialie am! political ea- 
pa.cuy. And i,'' tan', sympathy which I have the honor lo meet with 
in the United Slates is really iuiended lo become beneficial lo Ihe 
cause of my poor ua.te.e land, then there is one iiainh'e wish more 
v.l.ieli . I. anxiously euTerlnin. licit this is a private business ; it is a 
respectful appeal, to the ;ienerous feelings of individuals. Gcnl'c- 
men, 1 would rather starve fniti rely, tor myself and family, on for- 
eign aid ; hut. for my country'.* freedom. I would not be usaamed lo 
go it hegeiag fraai door lo door. Gonllemen, I mean limmt'id aid ; 
money to ast-i-l lij : cause of freedom :;\::[ iia.fniei 'donee of .1 1 angary. 
I took the advice of sou. e kind friends., if it he lawful !.o express such 
an bumble request, because 1 fee), the honnrab'e duly neither to oii'euil 
nor to evade your laws. I am told it is lawful. There lire two 
means to see litis, my bumble wWi, ueeoinpiished. The first is from 
spontaneous shhseiintiou, to pat the olle.rings of iiiuil friends at my 
disposal, for the heneli: of my country's cause. The second is a 
ban. As to this loan, that is a. business of a more private nature, 
wdiioh, to he carried on in an appropriate w;ty, require., private con- 
sultation in it more close circle. Mo here 1 only mention that if 
(hero are such generous men who are willing to enter into ihe idea, 
provided it will be arranged in an acceptable way, 1 would most 
humbly entreat, them lo enter into a private communication a.bout 
the subject will) me; and secondly, 1 express icy conviction that 
even this matter of bun could bo efficiently promoted by the oilier 
measure of free, gr;; I nitons subscriptions, which would allied me the 
means necessary lor the practical iniiyal.ioii of the loan itself Now, 
as lo these subscriptions. The idea was brought home to my mind 
in a plain bid very generous letter which I had the honor to receive, 
and which I beg to read. It is as follows : — 

Cincinnati, Ohio, Friday, Nov. 14, 1851. 

II. Lotus: Kossuth, Governor of Ifimsary — S\u: I have authorised 
the oiJico of t'ai; (file Lilt liisnra.uae and Trust. Company, in iNcv York, 
to hand you drafts on me fur one thousand dollars. 

Respectfully yours, W. SMEAD. 

I beg leave here publicly to return my most humble thanks to the 
gentleman for his ample aid, and Ihe delicate manner in which ha 
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offered it; and it came to my mind that where one sin-do individual 
is ready to iii;.1v.i such sacrifices to my oounliys oause, ■mere may 
ivriiai-"- be :ii:niv who would give their small share to it, if they 
were only apprised that it will ho thankfully accepted, however 
snw'il it may bo. 

And it c.iime m my nvnd ihen th.ii <1 : : -vih o: i. id I;. as m-. v mi occkn, 
and Ibe Ihiieil State- number many mdlions of inhabitant*, all at- 
tacked with warm fooling to the ]iriinri|i!..is of liberty, agglomerated 
by shwle dollars, is even so many millions of dollars, us it a. were 
olid simde draft, to me yet more' ;>reci mis, bceaase ii would nraeu- 
cnlly show toe sympathy of the people lit lar«c. 1 will consider it 
hiHdy b.'iiefcl.il should I ha ->o Iwppv ■" see that generous men 
would lorn Committees tbrouyjiout. the United Slates, to raise out 
of the (roe offering of the people some malarial aid to assist the 
second course of freedom anil independence o! Hungary. It is a 
delicate matter, gentlemen, for me to speak so. It is, permies, one 
of die grumes', sicrdlcos in tin' couniry thai 1 ilo so. Bra. 1 love my 
country. And readily will I undergo even ibis ■oilnrin- I, mad.:, lion 
for her sniio. Would 1 were so happy as your VVasbmgion was, 
when for Vi.iti "■iorious eo'.mir/s sake, in the hours of vein need, 
he also caned for uionev in Fraisoe. Sir, I uayo done. Congous 
of no personal merit, I came to your shores ii poor, persecuted ex- 
ile lint von poured upoti me tin.: triumph of a welcome -audi as- the 
world lias never vol. seen, and why 1 (idealise you lock me 
lor the representative of that principle o; iibeily which <_>od lias 
' defined to he tin; common beneiit ol b.imanuy ; and it iw » g o™us 
*ieV to s~o a mmhlv, free. powerful people, eome forlb to greet 
y,-Tl, sue!) a welcome tl„. principle of freedom, even in a poor, per- 
secuted, penniless e.xdle. lie Mossed for ii. Your geneivu- deee. 

will be recorded lie: n. all uesto .ly ; and. as even now, millions 

of Europe's opures-ed victims will raise tneir ui;im^g:v:ug to v.oe, 
for :hc rav of hope, widoh von bv this, your aet, have thrown on tho 
dark uii-liV of their ia.ie ; oven so, i.kroiigh an p:>sier,iy, oiipres-ed 
men look to vonr memory as a (oken of Hod that dice is lucie to.' 
freedom on earth, because there is a people like you to feel its worth 
arid to support its cause. 
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Gentlemen: Rising respectfully lo return my most warm thanks 
for I he Ijoimi- of the loa.sl, and the high iimieiit of the sympathy man- 
ifested by :lii- solemn demou-a ration, il. is with mingled feelings of 
joy and feat that I address von. irontlemen ! 

1 address you with jov, iiecunse, oonse.ious of ll.f: immensky "i the 
power which yon wioiiL it is natural to Wl some awe in addressing 
those in whose lnmds the sinless or the failure of onr hopes i> 
placed ', s:i!l J eipiallv know that, in your hands, gemlemen, 1 1 to in 
dep:uidcn; Itepubiieati Press is a weapon, bus a weiipou to ileleni 
truth in id justice, and viol. 10 ofl'em! ; it is no screen lo hide, no sruit 
fers to e\i'im>ui-h the light, hut ii torch lit at tin; tiro of kmccrlahly. 
a spark of which is jvlisu-uiny in every man's sunk lo prove hs iiiyinc 
origin ; a torch which you wield loiiiiy anil high to spread light with 
it to tlie inosi ioneiv regions of humanity. 

And as the cults,, of mv country is sin: causa of justice and truth; 
as it has in no r-speet to fear light, lull rather ynims noi.hhip- hut light 
lo s P e secured M h the support arid protection of every frioiu! of free- 
dom, ot'.every noii'ie-minded man, these, are t lie reasons why ! address 
von with joy, gentlemen. 

' 'Die more wil.li joy. l.ieenuse, luou^li k is sorrowfiu lo see that ill- 
wclet! mis-euresemmioiiso- secret Austrian intrigues, disuumig n.ain, 
oivn Irsiorv'lo a lissne of falsehood and lies, know bow to lind:heir 
w-iy even to u small, irisigniiieant par', of liio American press, still 1 
am proud and happy to -spo that no immense majority of the Ameri- 
can press not ou!v proved inaccessible to these venomous intrigues, 
hat conscious of "the noble vocation of an Independent. Vress, and 
vieldin" to the generous meditation of Freemen, of pro'.oov.ng truth 
and pisnYo a.eauist the dark plots of ly'-miy, has, without any inler- 
ference mi my part, conic iort.ii to protect lac sacred cause oi Hun- 

^Tho Independent Press of this great Republic has in this verj 
case also proved to tlie world that even against the mischievous pow 
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er of calumnies the most efficient protection is the Freedom of the 
Press, and not preventive measures, coccemnint': human intellect to 
eternal minority, 

I address yon, gentlemen, the more wilb joy, because, tkrouyh yen 
I have the invaluable benefit to addre-n rite v/hnle university (if the 
great, tj.iorioits and free people of the United States. 

That is a great word, gentlemen, and yet is literally true. 

While eighty years ago innni.irta! Framciifs own press was almost 
the only one in trio Colonies ; now there are over tliree thousand 
newspapers in tin"; United States, bavin;; a cireulut.iori of rive million 
ol oom'es, and tiuioiimfig in their yearly ohouh:^!] 'o tin? prodieious 
number of nearly lour arid a ha if hundred millions; every grown 
man in tin 1 Union reistls on the average two newspapers a woo];, and 
one hundred and five copies a year; nearly eighteen copies fall, in 
the projioiliiyi to tbe population, to every human being in the Union, 
man, woman, and child. 

I am told that the journals of New York Slate alone exceed in 
number those of ail (lie rest of the world beyond your i>-rciii. Union. 
and the circulation of the newspapers of (his City alone nearly ex- 
ceeds those of the whole Umpire of Great Britain. 

But there is yet one particularly remarkable fact which I cannot 
forbear to mention, gentlemen. 

I boldly declare that beyond the United Slates tliere exists scarce- 
ly a p:aet;ca! Freedom of site Press.: at least in Europe, not except, 
perhaps, Norway, of whose condition in that respect 1 am not quite 
aware. You know, gentlemen, how tbe press is fettered throughout 
the European Comment, even for the present, in France itself, whose 
great nation, by a strange falo, sees under a nominal Republican bat 
centralized Government, all the gioHou,, frn;t„ of their great and vic- 
torious Revolutions wasting bet ween the biasticg lingers of central- 
ized adminisirniive cad legislative omnipotence. You know how the 
Independent Press of Fni.uee is murdered by imprisonment of (heir 
Editors and liy fees : you know how the present Government of 
Franco feels unable to bear the force of public, opinion — so much 
that in the French Republic the very legitimate shout of 
"VivokE*pat)liqae" 

has almost become a crime. This very circumstance is sufficient to 
prove that in that glorious land, wdiere the warm and noble heart, of 
the French nation llirobs wilh self-contidenee and noble pride, anew 
Revel ul ion is an unavoidable necessity, it is a mourn till view wife it 
the great French nation now presents, but it is a'.so an eiuoicnl warn- 
ing against the propensities of con I ra ligation, inconsistent with free- 
dom, because inconsistent with self-government, and it is also a 
source of nope for me European eon:ineut, because we know that 
things in France cannot eudtire tints a.s they are; we know that to 
become a true Republic is a necessity for France, and thus wo know 
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also lliat whoever be the ma.n, who in the approaching oriels wi'l be 
honored by the confidence. of the French rsiLtii-.n, he will, he mnsl lie 
faithful ii) that jrrenr. oriaciple of FraieriLily towards ihe oilier na- 
tions, svhidi aeing announced by tm: French Constitution lo the 
WidiJ.Tui,?.] such eiieonrnghni, bin bitterly disappointed expectations 
through Europe's oppressed ('eminent. 

But it is ehietiy, almost only Ureal. Urhain in .fhnvpe which aoi'sis 
to have a free press, aval to bo sure during my brief stay in England, 
1 joyfully saw that really ".here is a. freedom to print, almost an mi- 
limited one, so far ikni I saw printed adv-eriiseniems sp-ea.il a!, every 
comer, and shuied iiy tbe publishers, sitting that Q.ueen Victoria is 
no [awful Queen— that slie ought to be sent lo the Tower, and all 
those who rule ought, to be hanged. -Men laughed, and nobody 
cared about the foolish extravagancy. 

And yet I dare say, and 1 hope tin: generous people of Groat 
Tii-'i iiLi- will hoi feel offended ai my stating tbe iitei, that there is no 
praci. "■' freedom of the press. 

The freedom of the cress, to be a practical one, inns' be a com- 
mon benefit, to a.ll— else it is no freedom, bat a. privilege, It is wnnl- 
int; two ingred ion is— freedom of priming and freedom of reading. 
Now there' is no freedom .if reading there, because tiiore is no possi- 
bilitv lor the people ai !iivo;e to do so ; because tbe circulation of 
newspapers, || U; iudis'ieusa.ble mora; fond of huir.nl- bitellt'L't, is by u 
heawv Luxation, cheeketl. The press is a source of public revenue, 
and by *.]■«.: iuoiimbrauoe of stamp :i.ia; paper dtittes, n:ni!o almost in- 
accessible to the poor. Hence it is that the newspapers in the. 
Uni-.eil Hiates are only one tenth, and in some eases one lweviliel.li 
the price of Kuglish'cr French piipcrs, and hence, again, is the im- 
■ ■ '■ a? - hi their circulation. In the linked S ta ">~ s " 1 ™ 1 



of the daily papers every morning roaebfrovn deny io forty ihoiisautl 
renders, whereas The London Tim'it is considered to be a. monster 
power, because it hits a circulation of from twenty -rive lo thirty 
thousand copies, of which, I was told during my slay '.n lmgland, 
that the good, generous sense of ino peo]i:e has abated some six 
thousand comes, ir, consequence of its foul hostility lo the just and 
sacred cause of Hungary. 

Hueh beins iho condition of yon- press, gentlemen, it. must of 
course be allien source of joyful gratification to me to have the 
lienor to address you, gentlemen ; because in addressing you, i 
really address tbe whole ponjdo of the Tidied Stales— not only a 
whole people, but u wdiole intelligent people, gentlemen. 

That is tbe highest p-nise wb 
anil yet i.s no praise— ii is the acknowledgment of a. real fact. The 
verv'immensilv of the ei relation of your journals proves il lo bo so 
. -because this immense circulation is not only due to that constitu- 
tional riuhr of yours lo speak ami prim iree'.y your opinions-, il is 
not only din; 10 'the cheap price which iiniiiCi your press a common 
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benefit to all, and no!, a privilege to tlie rich— but it is cliiefly due to 

tin: universality of oablic iisMlvuctioii Vviach r-iL;;nh^ every citizen 1.0 
read. It is a'glorions """K '■" lill!,w tlliU :tl lilis nourishing young 
citv alone, whole streets of splendid haiidiays |:rr..ii(i ! v st;tu:l, where 
a. lew vea.rsaao the river spread" its waves or the plough tilled, nearly 
one hundred inousatu! children receive public, edacal.ion annually. 

Do you know. gentlemen, where ] consider [lie- most glorious 
monument of your country > — if it be so as I have read it once — it ia 
that fact, (bar "when in the steps of your wandering squatters your 
imps loci's an on to draw goomelrical lines, even in rlic territories 
where the sound of a human step never yet has mixed wiiii the mur- 
murs by wdiich virgiu;il nalurc is adoviiisj: the Lord ; in every place 
markorf to iieeooie a iownsliip, on every siMtvulh square you plate a 
modest wooden pole, with the glorious mark, 



t EDUCATION 

This is your proudest monument. 
However, be this really the < 

opinion, it is not vour gengriLpaic'il suualion, not your 
.._ __,. *v~ f--ij — <.~,.-..;..jv,... r,~;~* „r ..„.-,.. ,,.-,.. „t/, „■!•; 



However, be this really the case or not, in every case, in my 

, pinion, it is not vour geographical si'aalion, not your material 
power, not the bold, enterprb.iu:i spirit of your people which I & 



aider lo bo the chief guarantee of your country's future, but the 
universality of education ; because a.n uueiiigenl. people never can 
consent not to bo free. You will be always willing to be free, 
and you are great and powerful enough lo he so good as your will. 

My humble prayers to bono fit my country's cause, 1 must, so ad- 
dress to the puhiic opinion of the whole intelligent people of the 
United States. You are the mighty engineers of this sovereign 

Eower. upon which rest my country's hopes — it must he. flieroloro, 
i^hiy g-ulifying to me, to see not isolated men, but the powerful 
complete of'l.ho great word " I'kkss," granting me this important 
manil'estatieu of generous sentiments and of symiiafhy. Still I 
address you with tear, gentlemen, because you are aware that, since 
my arrival here, I laid the great honor and valuable benefit to see 
my whole time agroeablv ucctipied by the reception of the most 
noble manifestations of public sy rnpa'.hy, so nii:i'.!i tiial it became en- 
tirely impossible for mo lo be thus prepared lo address yea. gonl.le- 
men, in a language which I but very imperfectly speak — as the 
great importance of tins occasion wont! have required, and my high 
regards for yourselves ha.d pointed out us a duty to me. 

ilowever'l hope you will lake this very circumstance for a mo- 
tive of excuse, i'on will generously consider that whenever and 
wherever 1 publicly speak, it is always elderly spoken lo the press ; 
and lowering your expectations to tin! humility of my abilities, and 
to the level of 'the principal rlllTicuhios nf my situation, yea will feel 
inclined to some kind indulgence for me, were it only out of broth. 
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rrly generosity for one of your professional colleagues, : l^ f profesit 
lo be one. 

Yes, gouueinyn, b is a prom] recollection of ruy life that T tosn- 
moueei] my ]i uljlio career in liie iiuiubie oapaohy of :i piariuilis!. 
Ami in that resuoei, I uaiv, poinaps 1 , be somewhat etnilled to your 
brotherly iniiuiironoe, us you, in tin' happy condition which l.lie in- 
stilutions of your country insures to you, can have not even an idea, 
of the tor- ures of ;l jouriuilisl wdio bus to write with filtered band.!, 
and wlio is more thtin feltiired by an Austrian arbitrary preventive 
t.'eiisorsfip. You have no idea what a torture ii is fo sit down to 
your writing-desk, the breast full of tho neecsshy of the moment, 
1.1 u; iirjiiri full of tho righteous li-oliii^s, the oiiod full of convictions 
and of principles — in id all 10 is warmed by the li ve'v lire of a pat riot':; 
heavt — and to see oi'lore yoar eyes the scissors of tin 1 {.'enso, 1 toady 
1.0 fall upon your bead, like the sword of Damocles, loppin;; your 
iiloiis. maiming your nrgnuLOii'.s, murdering your i.li 0,0.10".;! ; and his 
peucf: before your eves, ready 1.0 idoi out, with a single drafr, the 
work of yonr laborious day- anil of your sleepless nights ; and to 
know that tho people wall judge you, not by what you have foil:, 
bought, or wrii.iou, hut by wlial. tho Censor wills ; to know that the 
o-oiiou u|iou which you stand is not a omnia! known 10 you, be- 
cause limited by rub's, lint an unknown slippery ground, tins iiaiils 
of which lie but within the arbbrary jiloasitre of your Censor — 
tloomod by tiro lbs si on to be stupid, ami a coward, and a fool ;— to 
know all this, and yet not to curse your destiny — not to deny thai 
yon know how to road and to write, but to go on, d;iy by day, in the 
torturing work of iSysiplius. Oh ! it is tho greatest, sacriheo wliioh 
an intelligent man can make to fatherland and humanity. 

And tins is the present condition of tin: Cross, not in I. i. angary 
only, but. in nil countries cursed by Austrian rule. Our past revo- 
lution gave freedom -o the Press, no- ou'y :o my fiither'aiul, is.!", by 
indirect iuflusiin.' also to Vienna, Prague, Leinborg 1 ; in a word, to 
the whole empire of Austria. This very circumstance must be 
sul'lkioul id insure your sympalliv to my country's cause : as on tlie 
eonlritry, the vovy circumstance flint, tbe victory of (be 1 [a|isbu;i:i;iij 
dyuusr.y, achieved hv treason and Russian anas, was a watchword 
to oppress toe Press in i'ungury, in Austria, in Italy, in Germany- 
nay, throughout Ihe European Continent, 'I'he cou'.empla lion lintt 
the lii.a-dom of [be 1'ross 011 Ihe European Continent, is incensa-aon; 
with tlie prepoudorarce of Russia, and (.be very existence of ihe 
Austrian dyn.isty, ibis sworn enemy of freedom and of every liberal 
though; — tins very circumstance most be sniiirient to insure your 
generous support, 1.0 sweep awuy those t.yranis and !o raise liberty 
where now foal opurossion pri.iudly rules. 

Uenlioineii, a considerable lime ago there appeared in certain 
New- 1 York papers a systematic compound of tlie most fan! calumnies, 
tie sobc-cu told :n:srepreseii'.a".i;;ns about the llungki'iari ct:.a-o, going 
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so fill' as, '.villi un:;.y.an'plef! ellVomory, lo slntii that we si moiled for 
oppression, while ic was i.be cursed Auslrian dynasty which stood 
forth for liberty. Now (fere if a. degree of effreiiieiT, the temerity 
of which becomes asl.oiiishiny; oven lo eio, who, bavine- seen die 
iiue.vamplod iroaeiieiy of (lie Imns? of Aeslria, became ficmlia.r with 
tlie old Roman maxim, ' : i:i! '.i.-lmi .■■'.■.-/.'' ihrough my le in pe.~t- tossed 
life. We may be misrepresented, scorned, jeered, charged '.villi 
ft nils; our martyrs, the blood of wdiom cries for revenue, may be 
lauehed at lis fools; and even heroes, eormmindhiy; tlie voiieraliou of 
iiisMry, may be. repre sen ted ;is Don Quixotes, of imgi-comedy ; — ;i.ll 
this I could, if not bear, at least conceive, T bave seen siran:;e spe- 
cimens of (be aberrations (if the bnmaii mind ; liiti llia.t, in the midst 
of ilis most. mournful su'ibrm<:S, not oven l.be liouor of an iinhirl.nmitc 
nation slionltl lie sacred to .some men, who enjoy (be benefit of free 
instiiulions a.nd profess lo be Republicans— aliat is loo much ! ilia 
it sorrowful paoe in mankind's history. 

You cannot, of course, expect lo see rae, on tain oeea.siou, enter- 
inn; into a. special refutaiion of ibis aslonisbiiig compound of calnni. 
nies. 1 will reserve it for my pen, so seen as 1 can have a lm: day 
for it. It will be very easy work, became all a.viificia.l compounds 
of misrepresentations inu^t fall imo dust before the dispassionate, 

C'liu stale men I. of facts, die gi'eufest part of which. T dia.nkfully 
ve to acknowledge, are already not unknown lo you. 

Permit lin.i ratlier lo make seine humble remark upon the question 
of " nationalities'' which plays such an imper:unt,aml, J dare say, 
such a mischievous part in (be destinies of Europe. T May mischiev- 
ous, because no word ever was so much ir.isrepreseiiied or mis- 
taken as the word '•nationality :" so llia.l il would be indeed a "real 
benefit to humiimiy, could 1 succeed in contribute something uj i ho 
rcctiiicalinn of ibis idea, die inisrepreseiital.ioii of which became the 
most mischievous instrument in the hands of ubsoiuiism apyimsi. the 
spirit of liberty. 

Let me ask you, gentlemen, arc you, the people of the United 
Stales, a nation or not? IJave yea a ii'iJiosi''! Government or not ! 
Have you? You answer yes ; and yet yon, the people of the l.'niled 
8l.al.es, are not all of one blood, am! speak not one languatre. Mil- 
lions o: you speak F.ngii.sh, others French, others Goruiii'u, others 
kalian, others J-ipimish. oibers Danish, and even several Jndiisn dia- 
lects—mid yet you are a nation ! 

And your (Jnvernmeui, even ihe Cote rn merit of your single States ; 
nay, the municipal govern men is of your diflerciil cities, are not 
ieyisla.'iiie- ssrid "overiiin?; and administering in a.ll and every lan- 
guage S]:nken in your l.'nion, in the respective Stales and in the 
respective cities themselves — and yet yen luiw a. National (dovorn- 

Mow, suppose dial, one pari of ike people of liie United Stales, 
slrtiek by a eur,o like that with which the builders of Babel wi ro 
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once struck, should at once rise and say—" The Union in which we 
live is an oppression tuns. Our buys, our institutions, our Pil.ate?:nnl 
City C iive nil iitii its. our very freedom, is an op press ion (o us ! What 
is Union to us 1 :' what rights'.' what laws ? what freedom? what 
history? what geography > what conununiiy of interests ! They 
arc all noLhiug. Language— that, is id!. Lei lis divide the Union"; 
divide the States: divide i he very chics. Lot us divide the whole 
territory, by, anil according to Is nguagos, and then let the- people of 
every language live, disbud, and form each a separate slate. Tie- 
cause every nation hat, a rig! it to a national life, and to us the lan- 
guage is the nation— uolhing else; and your Union, vour rights, 
your laws, and jimr freedom itself, though common to us. is an' op- 
pression to us, because language is the enlv basis upon which States 
must be founded. Everything else is tyranny." 

What would yon say el" seen reasoning 1 What wei.dd become 
of your great UnionJ What of your L-onsiit.iuion this ".loitous 
legacy of your greatest men— those immortal stars on maid; bid's 
moral onuopy 5 What would heeonie of your country itself, wiieere 
the rising spirit of freedom spreads its mighty wings. 'and rising hope 
clears up i.iie future of humatiiiy? What* would become of this 
griiiul, mighty complex of your Republic, should it ever be attacked 
in iis consistency by the furious hands of the fanaticism, of language '.' 
Where new she wanders and walks- among the rising temples" of hu- 
man hiippiness, see seen would tread upon the ruins of liberty, 
mourning over the fragility of human hopes. 

Happy art. thou, free nation of America, that thou hast, founded 
toy house upon the only solid basis of a nation's liberty ! Liberty ! 
A principle steady like the world, eternal like the truth, and univer- 
sal lor every climate, for every time, like Providence. Thou nasi no 
tyrants among thee to throw the apple ofLrosin lliy Union. Thou 
bast no tyrants among tt.ee to raise die fury of hatred in I by national 
family— hatred of nations, that curse of humanity, that venomous 
instrument of Despotism. 

"What a glorious sight it is to sec the oppressed of so difioreut 
countries, diileronl. in language, history, and habits, wandering to thy 
shores, and becoming members of tby great nation, regenerated by 
the principle of common liberty ! 

Would I could do i in! same! but I can't, because I love my native 
land, inexpressibly, boundless, fervently, I hive it" more than life, 
more than happiness, i love it more in its gloomy sufferings than ! 
would in its proudest, happiest days. 

What makes a nation 1 Is it 'the language only 1 Then there is 
no great, no powerful nation on earlii, because There is no metier 
alely large country in the world, whose population is counted by 
million:,, where yet! would net tin, I several languages spoken. 

No : it is no;, language otdy which makes a nation, ('.'c-tnoi unity 
of interests, community of iiiiteiy, cenoiaimiies of rights and duties, 
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but eliiofiy oomietuiky of iiiHlLi.ntions of :l population, whieli, Ihonjfii 
|i. :r ;j;i.!is lUilbronl in to'iiQiie, ant! belonging to i : i lib re n I. nice*, is bound 
loe-eeier iiv iis iliiily intercourse in (heir towns. i.he eem.res of their 
homely ciiiniiicrce "mil homely indiislry, the very mmiiiH in I'nii^i's, 
ami svsiiuns of rivers unit streams, tbe soil, the (lust of wljjcii is min- 
.!■■■,! with 1.1 if: iislifs of those hi. :■■-!•-- n r. l/ed o;i the same iie.k!, 
ior me same inh-ro-t— the eor.i; u.n i;iiu ■--" 'J of "dory and of woe, 
tke cnmniunhv of laws, tie >■) iiittiim ■■■i'.-. :■■■ "f common freedom fit 
common oppression — all thi* e-iier- hs'n ' ■■■ aebniLioii ni ii. milioii, 
Tbr.t ibis is ii-iio— 1.1 m.t this i- instil < lively !. .: by tin.: common sen,e 
of the. people, nowhere is inure apparently -.bowii than n.i. Ibis very 
moment in in V native land. II il eevv was .leelared by i'Vanris Jo- 
seph of Austria no more to i-.\i<s- =■ Nv.'km- 1-0 more as it State. It 
was and is put under martial law; sirtmeers rule, in a. ioroiyn 
tom_'ue, where our fathers lived and our brothers bled. To be :i. Him- 
n-j rim beoa.ine mmost a crime in our own na'.ive land. Mnw, lo :.us- 
tii'v before (he world tin; extinction of Hungary, tlio partition <>i lis 
territory, anil again die eteiirali/.aiinn of the dissented limbs into tlio 
common budv of servitude, tlio troackerous dynasty was anxious 10 
show that the llumnriims are in ;■ minority in I heir own native land. 
Thev tinned that imiiniiuttion am! terrorism would induce f.ivfal Ibe 

Unu'farians— Alii'Tars. us we arc in our own language termed- lo 

aiinoMiee di.'ir I 

liii-i:;' irh:, i.o be made. ' Tbev performed it. ivii.li I he iron r:i e of mar- 
tial law; tlieyeinployo.il i.erro'rism in -be kiehesi decree, so mueli lied, 
thousands of women ami men. who professed I.o ho .Magynr.s, iire- 
forred not i.o know, uav, nor. to have perhaps heard any oilier lan- 
;vnu«-e than die Ma.evar", uotwhhstaaiUne ml ikoir protestations, were 
put'dov.-n lo be Keiaves, Herb-, (.ieniians. or Wallaebb, ns, because 
i.hek: mumes hail urn quite a [Iuu<;arlan sound. .And still what was 
the is.^ue of lies malignant plot V Out of die twelve millions of in- 
habitants of Hungary proper, (.be Magyars turned out to be more 
than ohd t millions, some two millions mere '.ban we know the ea.se 
really is. Tee people ins'.imd.ively fell lints the iyruni. bad the design 
to destroy, under toe pretext of hmentage, ihe very e\dsience of the 
rianon fnrincil bv the compound of ail those huavciouts whieb I kave 
mentioned above, arid with thai common good soiiso winch every 
naiioii possesses, met liie tyrannic plot a.s ii il answered, '■ We want 
io b° a nnmneand if die Ivranl. lakes lamiiruve only for the mark of 
oar tialionalitv. iben we are all Hungarians." And ma.rk well, gen- 
tlemen! tie's hiijipenetlnot under ue. ^nvrr.ors! p, lv.n even under 
tlie ride of Austrian Martial Law. Tue Cabinet, of Vienna aeeamo 
furious ; it thought of a new census, but prudent men lobhkorn rh;u 
ii. new census would ;iive l.bo whole twelve millions as ,\! a s;y ;:.;■-.. une. 
tints no neweensus'was taken. Ho true is my assertion that il. bi 
no', ku'.jriiaye alone wkieb makes a. ii.teon. an a.ssenion which of 
course yottr own great Republic proves to the world. 
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But on the Euroiian Continent there unhappi'.y grew up n school 
which botmd ilie idea of language only to the idea of language, mid 
joined political pretensions to ii. There are some "ho auvocate the 
theory Unit ex-isling countries must cease, anil the territories of the 
world be anew divided by languages and nations, separated by 

You are aware that this idea, if ii wore not impracticable, would 
be but a. curst: to linmaniiy— a death-blow 10 eiviliza.liou and progress, 
arid Ilirow back mankind by countries — i: worean eternal source of 
strife and war, because there is a lioly, ahno-t religion-; tic, by wdtieh 
man's heail. t.o his home is bound, and tin man ever would consent to 
abandon hi- ri=»i ivc land only because his neighbors speak another 
language than he himself; and, by this reason, claims tor him ihat 
sacred sjiol. where the ashes of his fathers- He — where his own eradie 
stood — where lie dreamed the J nippy dreams of youth, ant! where na- 
ture itself bears a mark of" his manhooifs laboriou.-, toil. The idea 
were worse than the old migration of nations was— despotism only 
woahl rise nut ofiin: slrife of mankind's fanaticism. 

And really it. is very curious. iNoVitly of lilt' ailvoeates of this 
mischievous thoorv is willing io yield to it. for hiniseif — but olhers he 
desires to yield to'it. Rvery Frenchman becomes furious when his 
A.istoo is claimed to Germany by the right of laneuago— or the bor- 
ders of his Pyrenees to Spain- -'ant there are some among the very 
men who feel" revolted at. (.his idea who claim for Germany that it 
shouid viehl ii|i large territory beea.nse one part of tin: inhabitants 
speak a.' di lime in. teniae, and ivoitld elaim from I) angary t.o divide its 
terrilory which God himself has limited by iis range of mountains and 
the system of" streams, as also by all the links of a community of 
more" than a thousand years, to cut off our right hand, Transylvania., 
anil to oive il up to the nei glioma tig Wallachia, to cnl oui. like Styloid;, 
one pound of our very breast— the .liana;— and the rich coitnlry be- 
tween the Danube anilTheiss— to augment by il. Turkish Serbia and 
so forth. It is the now ambition of conquest, hut an easy conquesl, 
not by arms but. by language. 

So' much 1 know, ai least, that this absurd itlea cannot, and. will 
not, be advocmed by any man here in the United Slates, which ditl 
not open its hospitable shores to humanity, am! greet the Mocking 
millions of emigrants wil.li the right of a ciii/en, in order thai, 'lie 
Union may lie can. to pieces, and even your single stales divided into 
new-framed independent countries by and according to language. 

And do you know, gentlemen, whence this absurd theory sprung 
up on the Kuropean Comment'.' It was the idea of I'a.nslavismus 
—that is, the idea that tile mighty slock of Sclavonic races is called 
to rule the world , as once the Roman did. It was a Russian plot— 
il was the infernal idea, to make out of national feelings a tool to 
Russian preponderance over the world. 

Perhaps you are not awara of the historical origin of this plot. It 
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was after the titled division of Poland, ihis most immoral act if 
tvranuy. <ha! the chance of fate broughi liie I'rince Cxan.orisky to Ike 
court of Cu.llia.ruie of Russia. Hf subsequeiu ly bi'fiiraf Minister of 
Alexander the C/.a.r. Tl was in this quality that, will] the uobio aim 
to beuclii his downtrodden lit I norland, ho claimed from the young 
Czar lilt! restoration of I'oland, suggesting for equivalent llio idea of 
Russian preponderance over ail naiions ol the old Sclavonic race. I 
believe hi; intention was sincere ; 1 behove he I lion gin not to mis- 
consider those natural borders, which, besides I he nihility of language, 
God himseif has between rhc nations drawn. Uat !io forgot that the 
spirit which he raises, he will nut be aide to master more, ami that 
uncalled fanaticism will sundry fantastical sliapes force into his 
frame, by which the frame itself must, burst in pieces soon. J le for- 
got that Russian |:.re;ioialerance caunoi. be propitious to liberty: ; lie 
forgot that it can even iiol be fa.vnra.ble to the development of tho 
Sclave nationality, because Sclavonic nations would by this idea he 
degraded into individuals of Uussiunism — all absorbed by Russia, 
thai is, absorbed hy despotism. 

Russia »■()!. hold" of iJie .sensible idea, very readily. Hay be ihat 
young Alexander hud in ihe lirsL moment noble inclinations; ho was 

Sonny, and the warm heart of youth is susceptible to noble insiinels. 
. is not. common in history, sncii Francis Joseph of Austria — so 
young and yet such a Nero as he is. Hut few years of power were 
snilicieni. (o exlingiiish every seark of uob'e sentiment — inhere wits 
one in Alexanders young bean. Upon the limine of the Romatiow's, 
is the man soon absorbed' bv ihe Autocrat. The air of the i.iaililioital 
policies of Si. Petersburg, is en: that air where the plant of regener- 
ation can jvvow, a nd I be sensib'e idea bocieuo soon a. weapon of hor- 
ror, oapression, and Russian preponderance. R.ussia iivailed herself 
of the idea of Paoshivism to break Turkey down, and make an obe- 
dienl satellite of Austria. Turkey withstands yel, hut Austria lias 
fallen into ihe snare. Russia sent out its agents, its moneys, its 
venomous secret diplomacy through the world; it spoke to the 
Kelueo nations of the hatred against loreiyn dominion — of independ- 
ence of religion connected with nationality under us own supremacy ; 
hoi ehicflv it sooke lo Ihein of lhmsiavism under the proiec:orale of 
the Oar." The millions of its own large empire also, all oppressed 
—all in servitude— all a tool to bis ainbiiioni he flattered them wiih 
the idea io become the rulers of the world, in order thai, (hey might 
not think of liberty : he knew lint mains breast eniim.it harbor two 

[iii.ssions at once. Tie eave liiem ainbitioti and excluded the spirit of 
iberty. This ambition got bold of all the Sc.iave nations through 
Europe; so became I'auslavism tiie source of a. movement, net of 
naiioitalilv, but of the dominion of languages. That won!" luuguiige'" 
replaced every other sentiment, and so it became ihe curse to the de- 
velopment of liberty. 

Only one part of the Sclavonic races saw tho matter clear, and 
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withstood the cumiit of this infernal Russian plot. They were the 
Polish Democrats— the only ones win) understood ibat 10 fight lot h'b- 
erly is lo fight for rial.ioualily. Therefore they fought in our ranks, 
and were wflhig id Hock in thousands of lliiin.-iiHic'ri l.o aid us in our 
s-iruggie; bur. I could not arm them, so I could not accept thorn. 
We ourselves, v.-o bad a. huudred-Soa] move kinds ready to fight than 
arms — and nobody was in the world to help us with arms. 

There is the sumo origin and real nature of the qucsliosi of na 
lioualities in Europe. 

Mow lei. me see what was lbs condition of Hungary under these 
circumstances. 

Eight hundred and fifty years ago, when the first King of Hun- 
gary, Hi.. [Stephen, becoming Christian himself, contorted ' the Hun- 
garian nation lo Christianiiv, it was the Uonuin Catholic clergy of 
Cermany whom he invited to :s,ist him hi his pious work. They 
did. but it was natural that the pious assistance happened also to he 
accompanied by some worldly designs. Hungary offered a wide 
field to the ambition of foreigners. And ihey persuaded the King l.o 
adop! u curious principle, which he hiid down in his political lesla- 
mettf; that is. thai, it is not good, when the people of a. country is 
hut of one ex1.fii.ct ion and speaks but one tongue. There wits yet 
adopt*] another rule; that is, l.o advise the language of the Church 
— .Latin— for the diplomatic language of liio Otwerumont, Legisla- 
te ' I II | i l.'he I I'm I 
Itelieving Cbrh.;iaa, spoke not the Latin of course. This is the ori- 
gin of that lalahiy I hat Democracy did not develop for centuries in 
Hungary. The public proeeediugs having been carried on in Latin, 
the lawn given in La.tiu, Ihe people were excluded from the public 
life. Public insinuation being carried on in Latin, the great mass 
of (lie people, being agricuiturisls, did mil partake in ii, and the few 
wdto, out of the ra.nks of tlie people, partook in it, became, by the 
very insirtiolimi, .severed and ulieuaied from the people's interests. 
This tloi.d Latin language, introduced into t.he public life ci a living 
nation, was the most mischievous harrier against liberty. The first 
blow to it was slrichen by the l'c format ion. ' The Protestant Church, 
introducing the national language into the Divine services, became a 
medium lo the development of the spirit of liberty. So were our 
ancient struggles tor religious liberty always connected with the 
maintenance of political riglus. lint still. Lai in ptiblie life went on 
Bo far as to 1780. At that time, Joseph of Ilapsburg, aitning at 
Centralisation, replaced lite i.a'in i;y hie Cenna.n tOAigue. This raised 
the nationa.l spirit ot I Uingary ;. anil our forefathers. •,('<: i>ii? that fie. 
dead Latin language excluded the people from the public concerns, 
coat! iio propi-eus :e hiiorl.i', and anxious lo oppose hie design of 
the Viennese Cabinet of Ce mumming Hungary, and so molting it 
into the common absolutism of .he Austrian dynasty—-! sav, anxious 
to oppose the design by a cheerful public life of the people iisclf, 

los.ee by GoOgIC 



begun in the yoa.r 17!"K), passed laws in the di ro c i J n : i that by- a 1 'a! -by 
step by stop, fke Latin language should be replaced in ihe public 

!iroeeedings of ihe Loyas/al lire an.] of (In- Govern meat, by a Living 
angoage, hOhiilar Lo the people itself. And Hungary boino- Hun- 
yary, what was moro nalura! than thai, being in [he necessity io 
choose one language, they chose l.hi: 1 luue/ai ian language in and 
for Hungary, the more because (hat was ihe language spoken in 
Hungary, i ir.il only by u comparative in a jerky of tile j.hjojjIl-, but al- 
most by an nbsolule majority; thai is, those who spoke Hungarian 
were nol only more than those win) spoke w : h;irever one of the other 
jiinguages, out, if nol more, at least equal 10 a. II those who spoke 
several oilier languages together. 

Be 90 liind to mark well, gentlemen, no other language was op- 
pressed — too Hungarian languae'e was n;i"ii nobody enforced-— 
wherever another language »M in use even in public, life; tor in- 
stance, of whatever church — wiialever popular school — whatever 
community— -it was net replaced by the linn; 

illy the dead Latin which by 
the diplomatic public life, ami replaced by the living Hungark 



Hungary. 
In Hun; 



Hungary, gentlemen, he pleased lo mark il, never was thia 
measure extended into the muuieip.i I public life of Croatia mul Hcla- 
voiiiii, which, lhough belonging for BuO years to Hangary, s'ill were 
not Hungary, but a distinct iiiliJoii, with distinct ntiniicipal public 

life. 

They themselves, Cronlktns and Se'avonimis, repoa.loilly urged it 
in the common J'afliunieut l.o afford Ihern opportunity lo learn the 
Hungarian langtiuije, tlmt having the rlghl they might also enjoy 
tiio henoli! ol being employed to common got ernmental otliees of Hun- 
gary. This opportunity iva.i allUrcied lo ihein, bin nobody was forced 
to make use of it if ho desired iiot to do so; but with their own 
municipal and public life, as also with (he domestic, social, religious 
life, of wiia [.ever other people in Hungary itself, the Hungarian lan- 
guage did never interior:.', bill replaced only the Latin language, 
which no people spoke, which to no living people halougeil, and 
which Iberclbre was conirn.ry l.o iihoriy, because it excluded the 
people from a.ay share in the public life. Willing io give freedom 
in the people, we eliminated liiai. Latin tongue, which was an obsta- 
cle lo its fm.ure. We did what every other uaiion in :ho world did, 
clearing hy it ihe way lo the people's eoutnion universal liberty. 

Your country is a happy one even in that respect ; being a young 
nation, you did nol find in your way the Latin tongue when yon 
eslal.ilisbed lliis Republic; so you did not wain n law to eliminate it 
from your public life. Von have a. living dipl'iLiiii'.Lf language which 
is spoken in your own Congress, in your Siale Legislatures, and by 
which you: Government rules, Thai lanynage is no; Ihe native 
language of your whole people — scarcely of th;:.t of a majority ; and 
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yet no man in Die Union takes it for an oppression that Legislature, 
and GovM-iiir.oiil is not carried on in every possible le.ngnnge that is 
spoken in ike United iS;nle.= ; ami yet are "found in your common ,i\v, 
inherited from England, some Latin expressions, tae affidavits, &c. ; 
and having found it in law, you felt the necessity to eliminate it by 
law, as you really did. 

And one thin;; I have to mem ion yef. This replacing ol ike La km 
Imiguane hv the Hungarian w-as 1101 a work of our revolution, it was 
done before sit-}) by stop. by-aud-by from 1791. When wo curried 
in IS 18 our democratic reforms, mid gave po!Nral, social, civil and 
full religious freedom to the whole people, wilnout distinction of re- 
t'eion or'tnugue. considering dial !,'il.a|!py excitement of the question 

■■' I i , iircwi I i'H ■■ i Europe in consequence of the Hus- 

shin pint, which I developed, we extended our cures to the equal pro- 
tection or' everv ton^uo and eat initu lily, uii'ijciug to nil etpml right, 
to all aid out eVtke public, funds, for liie moral, religious and scien- 
tific development in' churches and in schools. Nay, out revolution 
extended this regard even to the poliiienl development of every 
totifiie. sanctioning the free use of every tongue, in tiie municipali- 
ties and communal corporations, as wet us the administration of 
justice itself. The prom id nation of the laws in every tongue, the 
right io petition and to claim justice in whatever tongue, the duly of 
the Government (o answer accordingly— all this was granted, and 
thus, far more don:: in lhaf respect also than whatever tv.kc r nation 
over accorded to the ehtbes ol tongues; by far more llinn ihe United 
Suites ever did. tboofh there is no country in the world wiicre so 
raanv differed i languages are spoken as here. 

It "is, therefore, the inns' calumnious misrepresentation to say that 
the Hungarians slrufgled for fie doiuinien of their own race. No; 
we struggled for civil, political, social and religious freedom, com- 
mon to a'Z agaiusl AusLi-ian despotism. We struggled for the great 
principle of selfgovcrnmcLii against ceieraliz:;tini' ; and, btcn.use cen- 
tralism on, absolutism. Yes, ci-mlru ligation is ahsnliilism ; it is in- 
consistent with constitutional rights. Austria has given the very 
proof of it. The House of Austria had never the slightest, intention 
to grant constitutional life to the nations of Europe. 1 will prove it 
on another occasion. It bates Constitutions as hell hales the salva- 
tion of human souls, tint the friends of ihe llapsburg say it has 
frank'd a Constitution—in March, 18-19. Well, where is thai con- 
stitution now? It was not only never executed, but it was three 
months ago IV.-mnllv withdrawn." Even the word Ministry Is blotted 
out from'the dictionary of the Aiislrlun Government. Schwarzen- 
bnrg is again House, 'Court, and State Chancellor, as Meltemlch 
was : enly~Meltornich ruled nor with (he iron rule of martin ! law over 
the whole Empire of Austria: Schwurzenhurg does. Metterinch 
encroached upon toe oons.biiiiooal rights of Huuitaiy, Transylvania, 
Croatia, and Sclsvonia. Schwarzenbmg hasabolished them, and tl* 

19 
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young Nero, Francis JciHf^Ji, molted all uiiions together iiii 
ijoiul;i"s^c, whore liiii promised erp.ialily ill' netlonaluios is carried Out 
most i'hora.lly, to ho sure, because iltr.-v ;ll-o all ecjMii'Jly oppressed, 
and all arc erjiinlk ruled In' absul-uisilcal principles in the German 
language. And why was that, illusory Constitution withdrawn? 
ICocauso if. ivas a lit 1 from the beginning; beca.uso il was an impos- 
siiidity. And why so 7 Eeeanso ii. was founded upon t.hc principle 
of coiilr;i.!ixiiti(iri, iim] c-.nntraliKOu thi'loeti different nations, winch now 
groan tind:;r Austrian nil:' ; mid vol., to have a constitutional life, hi 
more than »n impossibility. It is an absurdity, it is an oppression 
ungraeiited by deceit. 

1 cannot exhaust this vast topic in ono suench, so 1 go fo the end. 
I only stato dearly my own and my nation's ruling principle, ovon in 
respect to the claims of iho nation:., lilies onanguagcs ; and dsat is - 
V.e wiU'huvc Republican iustilrrdons, founded on universal sufrYiigOj 
and so the miijomv of the sovereign pooplc sba.d rid-' in ever;., r ■ p vi. 
in tho village, in iho city, in the. country, in the (.'.'engross ami Gov- 
oniiiiotiL— in all and everything. What to the public concerns of 
the village, of the city, of 'the- country, of the Congress kdoue/s— sclL- 
govoruine.ul everywhere—a rid noivcrsal suffrage ma! Hie ruio of the 
majority evervwhero. That is our principle, lor which we live and 
are ready to die. This is the cause for which i hum!>ly request the 
pvo'.ccdtiL' aid of ike people of the United i -Hales, a.o I ei.ieliy year aid 
ami proleolion, gcnd-meii.- you, (ho mighty engineers of lha public 
opinion of your gloilous land! 

Let me or. treat you. gcndeine.u, !o accord lids pi-otoc'ion to the 
cause ot rav down-trodden la.nd ; it is tho cause of oppressed human-' 
ii v on the European Continent. It is the cause of Germany, bleed- 
ing under the scourge ofsouc: iliirty pouy l; etuis, a.li l-ao/.i;: npe:; 
that league of despots, iho has;- oi which i i Petersburg.' It ia fha 
cause of fair lint unfortunate Itaiy, wddeh, in so many respects, is 
dear to my heart. We have a common enemy ; se, we are brothers 
in arms for freedom and independence. 1 know how Italy stands, 
and 1 dare confidently declare there is no hope for Italy bill, in (hat 
greal Itepnh'ic.an party, at tho head ot which Maiulni stands. It 
has nothing to do whh f. 'oorniuueli.-al -c'icoi ■■■; or '.ho i-Vouch noc- 
trines of Socialism, lint ii. wills Iftdy -In.hep^ndoni, free and Repub- 
lican. Whither could Italy look for lived an es-l independence, if not 
to that party which jiaz.dni lead, '! To the King of IVtpies, perhaps 
Let mo lie silent about that execrated man. Or to the dynasty of 
Kiifdiniii and f'icdie.ool ? It [professes lo he constitutional, and heap 
lures those poor Hungarian sohliers, who seek an asylum in Pied- 
mont; it captures and delivers (hem to Anuria lo be shot — and they 
aro shot, increasing the number of those 'i.l-il marlyrs wheal 11a- 
detsl;y trancei-ed on ihe scallbld during dure sho:-. years. The house 
of Savoy became the blood-hound of Austria lo spill Hungarian 
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Cent'emnt, llie generous sympathy of the public opinion of the 
United Slates — God be blessed lor it !— is strongly aroused lo the 
wrongs ami stiiioKiigs of Hungary. My humble task in thai respect 
is done. Now ! look tor your" generous aid lo keep that, generous 
.sympa.tky alive, I.ba.t i; may not subside like the passing emotion of 
the heart. 

1 look for your generous aid to urge the formation of societies to 
collect funds and to create a loan. 

I look lor your generous aid to urge the public o.iinion of the sove- 
r-'i^i: people of :ke United Suites to pronounce in favor of the humble 

Sroposilums v. hieh Halve Ian! rae honor lo o.viress at the Coruoral.ton 
iauuuel of the Ci!y of Now York, until the resolutions ei'tlie people 
succeed lo impress the- favorite decision to the policy of the United 

States. 

In that respeet .1 beg; leave one single remark to mike. In speak- 
in:; of the principle of tcai-admission of any interference in any cuuu- 
i it's doioi.Til.it.'. concerns. I took the liberty to express my bumble 
wish to see Great Britain invited io unite in this protective policy. 
The reason is, because I take the present French Government for 
one of the op pressors— it has iiiierfereil, and continues to interfere in 
Rome. But the French nation, I take (o: one of the oppressed. The 
French nation will do llie same bs Hungary, b.ily and Germany. 
The alliance of the French nation is insiiroifliy its" necessary prin- 
ciples, if the Republic becomes a reality. The decisive question is, 
what, the neutral powers will do — and those are Great Britain and 
the United States. 

Let me hope, gentlemen, that however low T may have fallen in 

Jour expectations by this immble address, which, ikough sketched 
own, was still without eloquence, nor by want of lime elaborate; 
still, following th(; generous impulse of your republican hearts, and 
considering nut the itmnerit of cay humble self, but merit of the 
cause which I plead, you will accord" me that arolecliye aid of the free, 
independent I'r.-s-, upon which rest, for ike greater pan, the hopes 
of my nation and those of oppressed humanity. And if you z<M\t:i:- 
oii>ly iii , co' , d i:i!> licit protective aid, 1 w ill via. a I so son fulfilled, in my 
own country's cause, those nobie words wiiicli yon, Sir, (jo the Chair- 
man.) front that height where lilt! genius of aoelrv soars, ]l;lvo told 
S»ur people, which so likes to listen to the noble inspirations of its 
ryant, 



Let me add, Sir, with 
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Gestlemeh— Highly as I value the opportunity to meet the 
Ilemen of the Bar. 1" would have, fell \i>!y ranch Embarrassed to 
m answer fhe mJ<li-ofi> of thai, cornovniion before such a nunit 
«•)-.] ikslkmiiished assembly, ha.d yoo, Sir, not reHevoJ my well-ionnded 
arx : i''v ::t r.n anticipated insi appreciation of Mir; dim'cnities I am 
sni-o-ni.!e.l wiili, mul whicn, of course, nial;c ii entirely impossible 
for mc to answer any expectation of all, and especially such expec- 
tations as suel: all ni-el!ii;em meeliu;; would Ho entitled to onlen;u"n. 
But you, Sir, have pavoil'mv way ; Jet me bop?, (hat. in admec IccV- 
i j l ■ ■ l"ie diil'multies of me potion, yon were die intfritroL^r of lliia 
d;sl.in:>uisl:efi assembly's eijno.nimily ami indulgence, which I respecl- 
fnlly T-r-i.-, may nut bc'refnsot! to me when I end— haviea; boon prom- 
ised" lii'oro l'ln--aiL. (I on Lie men (>!' Hie liar, von have the noble 
task to be tbo first, interpreters of the la.w ; to make it snasorvient to 
iustice ; lo maintain its elcrniii principles- against the encroachments 
of facts: and lo restore llio.se principles to" life, v.- ho neve: :kcy he- 
roine ooiii.-raled by misnurlerslandina; or by violence. When <!cih- 
ness is cast upon tbo light of truth, then wo are told by an old 
Roman: 

" Venict de plebe logXa 
Qui Juris nodns el legum epigram in ala Bolvat." 

Let mc in that respect, bridly state my opirfion anout the system 

if Codification, as opposite to customary law. 

You have a great authority for codification— Livingston, and 
really it may be presumptuous ro siiitn an oifnion contrary !o his— 
still I confess J aai no friend of codiucalion. 1 am no Iridic of it, 
because T am a friouil of free, unarrested progress. And a code 
arrests progress. It. is an iron band, which hinders toe eirenhcion 
of inlehiirence, and triors its development, which freely must go on 
ecLion— tlie destiny of Ininn^iiiy. Y.:n know 
v.-bai a. thick shadow was east over cenLuries, imo'i Ibe field of jus- 
lice, bv the code of Justinian ; and bow, even yet, whole enlightened 
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nations are laboring within its iron grasp. M"y opinion is, thai, la.w 
must hold puce in its t'oveloptnem v.-it Is Ihe development of insti- 
■ unions am! intelligence ; but. until this, law- is ami must be an object 
of continual progress. Justice is immortal, eternal, and immutable, 
like God himself. ,-Vtd tlie progress hi ibe development of law is 
only then a progress, when it is directed towards tliose immortal 
principles of justice which are eterna.l like Cod himself; and wdien- 
over | iron i idee or error succeeds in es _ a!.d; dting whatever doctrine in 
customary law which is contrary to the eternal principles el justice, 
it is one of your noblest duties, gentlemen, to a.vai' yourselves of (lie 
privilege; of not having a. wriinai code; to fetter justice; within the 
bonds of error and prejudice ; it is one of your noble-si duties to apply 
principles, ro show liiitl an unjust custom is a corrupt practice, an 
abuse ; and by showing this, to oiigimife that change, or rather de- 
velopment in the unwiilieu, customary law, wducb is necessary to 
make it proteol justice, instea.d of nppeising and violating it. If this 
he your noble vocal ion in respect to Ihe private laws of your country, 
let inc entreat yon, gentlemen, to extend it to ;ha; pnakc Jaw winch, 
regulating '.he luul.ua.l iliu.ies of nations towards each other, rules l.ho 
destinies of humanity. Von know that upon this iield, wiiere rests 
no code but thai, of nature and of nature's Uod, which your fore- 
fathers invoked waeai taey raised die colonies of England to tut: 
noble rank of a free naiion and ;n independent power on earth — you 
know thai, in luat eternal code ".here are not written pettifogging 
subtleties, tml only everla sling principles : everlasting, like liinse by 
which the world is ruled by God. You know thai, when artiliciitl 
cunning of ambitious oppressors succeeds to distort those principles 
inn.) practice; contrary to them, and wheal pa.s.-ive nidi lie rrnoe or 
I'aoniihilessaess sulmiits lo that a.bove, as waiakaess mast submit, 
it is the noble destiny — let me say duty — of enlightened nations, 
alike powerful as free, to restore those eternal jirint iple.-. to 'iractical 
value, that justice, right, and truth may sway, wlicre injustice, op- 
pression a.nd error prevailed. Kttise iiigii with manly hands the 
blazing torch of truth upon the dark field of arbitrary prejudice, 
lieeoiue the champions of principles, and your people will become 
the regenerators' of international public, law. It will. A tempest- 
e has somewdia.l. sharpened the i-'yes of my soul ; and had 



s of international public law, 

omewhat sharpened the eyes 
a nr>t done so, still I would dare stiy, 1 knov- 



your people's heart. It is so easy to read i 
like nature, and unpolluted like a virgin's heart. May others shut 
their ears to the cry of oppressed humanity because they regard 
duties but larough the glass of petty interests. Your people have 
thai ins'.inct of jusliee and gcucrosily which is Ihe stamp of maii- 
kinths heavenly origin ; and it is conscious of your country's power ; 
it is jealous of its own dignity ; it knows that it has (he power ti» 
res-ore lae law of tuitions 10 the principles of justice and right; and 
kuowd.'jg Itself lo have Ihe power, it is willing to be as good a»i*s 
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power ia. Let the cause of ray country, ibis eternal object, of my 
feelings ; i Li-:] my [hough Is, of my sor-own and my hopes, beeomo the 

aportimhy 1.0 liie l-oH'orali'Jii of true and jrisi iniermtlional law. 
unkind is come to liar.* eleventh hour in its destinies. One liour of 
delay more, and its fate may In! smiled. :nid nothing left to the 
fienerou s intimations of your people — so tender-hearted, so noblo 
and ho kind — than to mourn o'.or murdered milieus, its beloved 
brethren in humanity. 

I had the honor, on a former occasion, these hnmble wishes to 
state ; each of them connected wiih one principle u( the law of na- 
tions, which yo-i are ealied to omighiem and your people (.0 defend. 
The first was thai, ihe United Siaies may lie pleased to protect the 
sacero'gu right, of" i::i.; itMi-i 1.0 dispose of their own domestic concerns 
against the encroaching interference of foreign powers. A gentle- 
man who cume io boi:.i:ir mo with the invitation of Cincinnati — tl la t 
rising wonder of the West- -has, yesterday, with that sublime elo- 
quence which speaks vol nines in one word, qualified that, intone re nee 
to be a'piracy. The word is true — like truth iisell. It spreads 
light upon the su jject. It convinces the mind, and worms the heart, 
I toll, when I hoard Iho word, a sort of moral power, which almost 
made me forget that I am but a powerless exile. I felt but to be a 
man, a member of humanity; and I almost cried out, ''Pirate! 
Where is tie ? Let (is go a. id hunt him down, thai common enemy 
of humanity." There is such a moving power in a word of truth. 
That word has relieved me of many speeches, I want no more to 
discuss about the principle in ■.'rial respect. There can lie no doubt 
about whal is lawful, wdial. is si duty, against piracy. I have kit to 
make a few remarks about two objections which 1 urn told I will 
have to contend with. The first is, that it is a leaiiing principle of 
the United States not to interfere wi'h lluropcan nations ; a.nil that, 
therefore, you wall not do it, 1. suppose that, you were pleased to 
become acquainted with what 1 had the honor to bayou a certain oc- 
casion in that respect — slating pragmatically that iho United IStaies 
had never oireriahied or confessoe such ;■. prineiale ; and that, hail it 

even done sr 

Io abandon it, because it could have been no principle, but si mailer 
of temporary policy, the exigencies of which have enlirely elan<>od. 
J Stated the mighty dill'erence between nouirality and m'ui- i 111 refer. 
ence. Sol wiil only briefly rema.rk thai precisely the same dill'er- 
ence exists between alliance and iu"orrcrem>;>. Evei'y independent 
power lias the right to form alliances, but nas net the duty to do so. 
It can remain neutral if it pleases fo remain so. Neither alliances 
nor nenlra.lily are niaiter of principles, but simply of policy ; and in 
that re.-. poet a power has die riyiu not 1.0 consider anything bill its 
own interest. By forming alliances, or by abstaining iVem l.lieui and 
remaining neutral, you may, perhaps, contravene, tiie interest:! of 
svery otlier people, but you offend not their rights. Jl is quite so 
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:..:;, for instance, you may have chosen to dine this evening at t!iO 
I'rij 1 i 1 1 I i i i i i;i iumi; hotrjl ; or you can choose not to dine 
at any liof;! ml ;j il. and remain neutral towards all. Yon of course 
will not very much have forwarded their interests, by your neutrality, 
01 1 1 10 interest of (.he. hotel proprietors, by entangling yourself inio 
a treaty of decisive alliance wilh 31 r. — — . However, you have 
violated no law— ynu have offended no rip;ht either by your neu'.ral- 
ily or by your alliance, i hep- to be eM'usod for the vnioevily of thin 
comparison, but 1 want to he exactly underwood, that it is not a 
ciTumrij.'- subtlety which I intend to sluVl when I speak of an esscii- 
iiid dhlerenee between neulra'iiy and iion-lnl.erferenee I so I may be 
permiUed to make vine of a popular simile, which convoys niore 
clearly to the mind what I mean thau seiendlie oruiory would (Jo in a 
;oreiL'.':i tongue, where ! am often ut n. loss lo find on; the appropri- 
ate word. Ho alliance and its opposite, ueulrnnty — may hiiri inter- 
est, but do net violate law : whereas, with interference, ihe contrary. 
"Itu.erforeiioe with the sovoreien ri;;hl of nations lo resist. oppression, 
to alter their institutions, their "'ovommonl, is a yiolatien of the law 
of nations, a violation oi" the laws of nature and of nature's God — 
therefore non-iiiterfeieuce is a duly common to every power, to 
every i union, anil phieed under the SMfeeua rd of every power, of every 
nation. He who violates ilia! law is like a pirate; every power on 
earth has the duty lo clinse liim down — lite pirate, taut curse ol hu- 
manity. Well, there is not a single man in the United Stales who 
would hesitate to a. vow that a pirate must be chased down, and no 
man would mere reuddyavow it than lite gentlemen of trade. Your 
naval forces arc— tiicy must be — instructed to put down piracy 
where tliev meet it ; for this purpose you know no googrupi icai 
iine— no diilerence of Ion finale iind lal.i- use— no iliilerouec of Kti- 
repeat] and American waters. Vou ba.ye sent your ISeeaiur for that 
purpose to Ihe Mediterranean, who answered ihe Deyof Algieis lhat 
if -he claims powder he will have it with the balls," and no man in 
ihe United .States imagined them lo oppose your ur.y eminent for 
iiu.viuQ-deue so. Nobodv Ihoiighl to advei t.ise tliat it is the ruling 
principle of the Clnited States uoi to moddie wilh Muropeiui or Afri- 
can concerns; rather, if your government would have neglected so 
to do. 1 am sure, precisely, tin- gen lie men of tra.de would have been 
the foremost to claim from your government lo beat and chase rowti 
piracy in the Mediterranean soa. 

Now, in the name of ail which is ngreeahle to God and sacred to 
man. if" every man is roadv thus to nulle in the outcry against a. 
rover, who, at the danger 'of his own life, be;;:ds some fr;ul ship, 
murders some peer sailors, or takes seine hales of eotion — is there 
no hope to sec a similar universal outcry ;: gains; iliose great piral.es 
who board, not seme small cullers, iji.it ihe beloved heme of nations 
—who murder, not some tew sudors, but nations— who shed blood, 
i«.rt bv drops, hut by torrents— wlio rob not some hundred weight of 
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merebiiiuiiso, bn'. tlie fretdou!, inik-icmrlee.co, welfare, ami the very 
existence of nations 7 Oil God A.hnijdjt.y ! I'alhet' of (Iiimiiiiily ! 
Spare- -oh spare ibal. dog'aualjou to ;by son — taaahkid ; that in his 
destinies some bales oi' coimn should more wriuh Minn those he.vs I 
Thou, Thyself, hast given to men nuee weight than ibe bloody scars 
(if oopres.vd humanity ; nitir, • w-eight than (.'.'■ nisliun hrolhcrly love : 
more weight than "in; smf Trigs of down-trodden millions, Ahuigiiiy 
Goi! ! what a pitiful sight! A lEiisora lil o pickpocket, a drunken 
highway robber, chased ;iy the udiolo of humanity in \.h<> galiows, 
anil those who j>if.-.k|:c«:kol. iho lile-sweat of nations, rob them of their 
welfare, of their liberty, and murder liicin by thousands— these i.'.\J- 
crabte criminals raise proudly [heir brow, trample upon humanity, 
and degrade humanity's laws before iheu' high reverential name, 
and term iheni " most sacred maiesiios." liul. may God In' blessed, 
there is hope for humanity ; beoau-o there is a powerful, free mlgbly 
people in; ru on the virgin sn'l nf America, ready to prelect the laws 
of nature arid of nature's God, agahi-ei the e.vceraieti piracy nf the 
accursed pirates auil their associates. Neutrality your people, may 
have been taught by your wisest, and best, men ; hut none of them 
have ever taught your people to :>o Indhterem to ;he violation of ibe 
eternal laws of nations, which are yours also: they have never been 
taught to remain indifferent at Ibe mournful Mght of oppressed 
mmaniiy. Bit again mu! again i am told, " The United States, as 
a pmver. are not inditieienc; it symputhi/es deeidv ■.vita those who 
tire oppressed ; and t.hoy will respect the laws of nations; but liiey 
nave no interest io umbo i.bem respected by orliers towards others.'' 
Interest 1 and always interest ! Oh how- eu:iidity succeeded to mis- 
represent the word. Is Lbere any hv.eresl which could outweigh the 
interest of police ami rigbl. ? Inlereal. : but f answer by the very- 
words of one of the most distinguished of your proies-iou, gentle- 
men, the present Honorable Secretary of Scale — '-The l.inilod 
Stales, as a nation, have precisely the same interest, (yes, interest 
is his word) in international law as a private individual has 
in the laws of his eonntry." lie was n member of the bai who ad- 
vanced that principle of eternal justice against the mere Kiel of pol- 
icy — now he is in tile position to carry out that principle which he 
has advanced. 1 conlidentiV trust he will be as good us his word. 
And I confidently trust iliat bis honorable colleagues, ibe gentlemen 
of the bar, will re mem her their ■..- s- u I It ti ti" to be, to mujninin the in: I un.l 
princi pies of justice against the encroachments of accidental policy — 
that they will endeavor Io make policy subservient to jusiice, and not 
justice to the wavering clui us of policy, and thai they will -upperl: 
their high situated brother in the profession l.o carry out (he princi- 
ple which lie advanced. Carry out — b.i: iiow > I had the honor to 
slate it at the bantjuei. of the Oily of New-York, by declaring that 
the United States will not permit any foreign power ;o ir.-.erfere 
with the sovereign right of nations to dispose of their own domestic 
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„; that the United Static consider themselves to have the 

duty not to permit any vioiation of lue laws of niv.ioiss, ar.il l.hai they 
invite Great lirHain lij unite with them to saiegunrd and to guarantee 
these laws, i cannot claim the honor to be the i;rnl. to speak to you 
thus ; no, the idea is not ray invention. It is an American one. It 
is your own. T have hoard -.he same principles advanced by your 
Consul ;r. Southampton, .Mr. Croskey. 1 liave hoard the same Li-ro- 
sis'.iblo eloquence of truth developed in tlDybind by Mr. Walker. 
Nuv, more— I have here in my hands two loiters from l'.ic:ia:i! Rush, 
cf i'ennsylvuein, it, William lioury I'rescoli. of" tsoulh Carolina, pub- 
lished in last .March, nine months ago, where I find these words. 
(Here Governor Kossuth r rad an evtraot from a pamphlet coiunin- 
ing an avowal of the same principles.) There are in ibis little booh, 
views., IruL.is, and principles worthy of tile consble.riiiioii of every 
citizen of the Unilod Stales — worihy of she consideration of the 
United Slates as of Great. Britain also. But, of course. I cannot by 
lor.;; quota ".ions, misuse your indulgence. [ bog leave only to draw 
your iil.LnnS.ioii to it. But 1 may be answered — " Well, if we (the 
United States) make such a declaration of non-admission of the in- 
terference, of Hussia in .1 iniiga.ry, (because that is the practical 
moaning of ilio word, I will no; deny,) and Hussia will not respect 
(■in- declaration ; then we uiiglu inn o to go to war." And there is 
the rub. Well, 1 am not tbo man to decline the consequences of 
my principles. 1 will not stent into your sympathy by slippery eva- 
sion. Yes, gentlemen, 1 confess, should K.nssia not respect such a 
declaru'.ioii of your country, then yoa are obliged, .keraii) ohliged to 
go to war, or'else bo preoareii to bo degrade!: iiolore mankind from 
your diynity. Ves - -I o: m loss '.hat would bo the esse. Ho I. you are 
powerful enough to doty any power on earl.ii ill a just cause, as 
your Washington s.aid — so may God help me, as k is true, that 
never was there yet a more just cause. There was enough of war 
on the earth for "ambition, or egotistical interests, even for womanly 
whims — to give to hmuar.ily ihe glorious example of a groa'. peep! a 
going even to war, not for egoistical interest, but ior iusi.ioe, for the 
law of nations, for the law of nature and of nature's God — and it 
v, ill bo no great mischief after all. It will be the noulos!, the great- 
est giorv which a nation yet has earned, nobler and gres'er than 
any nation yet has earned; and its greatest', benefit will he, that it 
will ho the last war. because it will make the laws of nations to be- 
come a reality, which nobody will dare violate, seeing them put 
under the safeguard of all humanity. It will bo the la.sl war, lie- 
cause i' will nr.iko na'ions contented — ■coulenled because free. And 
what still mns: ae forcmosliy considered, you have nothing lc- fear 
by that war for your own country — for your own security. If it 
v, ore otherwise, i ueior world lue."e poiuuonced rbat wish. But I 
am cenain that there is not a single citizen of the United. States 
who wouid not agree with me that there is no plausible issue of that 
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supposed war which could affect the security of your own eouti'.ry. 
T mink, twnliemen, it is l.irno to get rid of the horror to "review 

former opini-ns." as J'.--. Flush says. 1 believe h is lime to establish 
that will, and I believe die poopie of the United Srales li ri> called lo 
osCitblTsU' it- Tltiit policy must be m:tilc: subsefiient to ; us! ice, inter 
national law. and the eVerlasiing principle of right. There is au 
axiom in uudsprudeiice, which [hope you wi'i uoi.coiitradict: "Laws 
ivKc -,i vi'i.'i) word if nobody wore to execute them." Unlia pay man- 
kiinl ! thai, was Ibe condition of ihy rommmi invs until now — every 
despot ready to violate them, hut no power on earth to defend them. 
People of the United States I here T bow before thee : ami claim out 
of the bottom of my national declaration : Raise thy yonug gigantic 
arm. and be the executive power ef nature and of naiures God ; 
which laws ihou hits! iiwohed when thou bast proea.iuied lay inde- 
pendence. Protect ihem ; defend l.hem ever — If thou hast to go to 
war for it ! That will bo a holier war than ever yet was, and the 
blessing of God will be with thee. 

And yet if the ciiesu'oii of war is to be considered, no! (ruin the 
view ofrbfhl. ilutv, and law— which still, in mv opinion, is a decisive: 
o.ue— but TVo:')! the view of mere policy, then I believe that, yon must 
not shrink ha.ck from Ihe mere word " war." There is no bano in 
the mere empty word ; three liltic letters, very innocent — that's a.ll ! 
But von must' consider if there i-.-ii.lly is any probability ibat your 
declaration would :iot he respected, and yeu really bad lo go lo war. 
Anil here T most fiocide.ily. most solemnly lieeiare. lhat iherc is not 
the slightest probability, nay, not. even any possibility to it. You 
must not take Ihe Muscovite cabinet lo be a band fool. Oh ! no ! 
tbev are not. Morality 1 tleuv lo them, bat skill not at all. Oh ! 
they are but verv skilful ! i know it too well. Put precisely be- 
cause ihev are skilful, bo sure thai, advised ay f'uigieni! and your- 
so f. the dzn.r will lioallv reiaaio ai .heme, whon Hungary will send 
the fliiusbnrgs home. There is no power in tin rope which has iaore 
vulnerable points than Russia; I here is aoue affected witli icore de- 
mon's ef ii'torio;- weakness than dosiielie Russi'a; there is no power' 
ill has mere t I i ii i r il I 1 1 1 1 

necessary enemies, the L'r.iicd Suites and llni':and,or even oniy t id 
United H : :;i!o-. also would be enhsleil against him. He is not a fool 
to risk sueh'a. war. 1 have stated in another p'.aee, how coiopan:.- 
lively weal; lhat supoosed biff giant is in military, iieancia", political 
and social respects. ' ITere f beg leave only to slaie hew ii. came iha.t 
llussia, ihoind] coo raiiyely so weak, has cared lo iolerlero in Hun- 
gary. Tnis'is very easily explained. The hist revolution in r ranee 
broke out in F'obfuarv. IS-iS. The republican principle raised its 
head. Did the Czar "interfere 1 No. Is he, perhaps, in iove with 
the word republic ? Pie bates it, anil would feel au infinite delight 
to sweep away everv ropi.uheau — lesietber wilh you, gentlemen— 
and even the word " republic" from me earth. He knows very well 
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that in the lo:i;;- run his elespoeism cnuuol. sub-.ist on 'ho ™eme c.onii- 
sient where a niigiilv republic cxis:^, nisei KfiM ho clii.i not interfere. 
He di:l nof ■ n :.;■:■ fere m li'M :»:ia.iu-t Levi's I'hijpp.', for the so .caked 
hvetineto Ihiurbons. lie did" nor. interfere i:i Wi-lS l(;r monarchy 
ao-liir,st llie republican principle. Win ? He dared not. He was 
pnidmitlv afraid. Tie ifot in a I'urv, ami ids armies moved towards 
Soiu.ii am! West ; bus ;i calm night's sleep brought re rl -el ion kimo, 
and liis armies Diijveel ae.ain hack, ljiil be reported to another power, 
in ivbic.ii he is more elangerous them in arms— to thai, power before 
, ! I | , Miinn 'i "- ho power of secret diplomacy. He 

sent masculine aisd iemiume diphniu.lists to Paris. ; and by i.ho veiy 
j [ l 1[ I i 1 i 1 ■(! to make out of the Cii.- 

izem Ki'ov. a sa'eliiio bea!se> simcecdod to make 

out of the revolution of IS 13 u" mock republic But 1 1 ; ■: ■ pu'.salions 
of I lie tnoa.t 1'reiich beavt vibrated throughout the continent. Every 
tyrant "iteinldod. Every throne ui.iakod. ("lerma.uy e'.aivei not about 
i of princes was blown asunder 
like void ehalL' "Vim German nation i.euik its own destiny intuits own 
bands, and fi-oni ,St. Pan!".-, Cimreb at T'rnnklen ihroalened to become 
one. The pow.-r of id- father-in-law in Jieriin. stood not more steady 
upon it-, fee;, than a. elraiiken fellow. The Emperor of Austria lied 
from hi;; pnia.ee. alter having vf:d out of ids own window, (he flag 
of free^bm bv Ins own band, a few weeks before. And only think, 
iron tie tram, in' Vienna, in verv Vienna., a Parliament met to give a 
' "-.e Austrian empire ; a constitution also to GalTida 



inipire ; a const! tuhon al'e to i m I .:;:i;l— - 
Polish Geillicia, linked by Ideod. history and nature, and immediate 
y j : ■ i - : , . = !:■::!. I !o line pail of f'oiand winch be himself ruled, and of 
whose we-tcrn frontier another Polish pvewineo, Posen, stood i:i full 
imagine hnw the C/.:ti' ra.gcti. bow be 
wished to unite nil mankind it) one InYed, so its be could out it eh' 
with a siiede: blow : and slid be did nowhere interfere. Why 7 lie 
was i:r..deut!v ii.frniii 1 so he look for motto, "I would, but I ea.n't." 
However, the French republic, became very innocent to him- -almost 
iin allv ia some respects, reallv an a'iiv in some: respects, as in un- 
fortunate Rome we have soon. The gonllemen at Praukfert pneod 
also to be very innocent. The hopes of Germany failed— Ids father- 
in-law shot down. Ins people in Vienna., Prague, Lemberg, were 
shot down— mo Auslrian mock Parliament sent from Vienna to 
Kremsen, and from Kremson h i On Ir 1 

steady, victorious— ih... Czar hail laeuiue' more to fear from all revo 
lutienarv Europe— im; bin a: from Gernn ny--ncihkig Iron; I'Vaueo; 
he had netbiu-r ie fear IVom the United rv.iiiiss, because ho knewinai 
your government then was not willintt to meeUle with [v.iropctn 
matters— so he had free hands in [[unirary. Tint one thing s:.. he 
did net know, and thai « as- -what will England— what w:ll Ti:."key 
sav, if be interferes— and that cemsideralion alone, was siiihroenl to 
click his inclhiutiiuts. to interfere. So anxious was he to feel the 
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pake of England and Turkey, that he sent first a small ai _ 

ten thousand men — i» help the Austrian* in Transylvania ; and sent 
them in sueli a manner as In nave, in case of need", fur excuse, that 
he was called Ki do so. not by Austria, only, but by rhul purl uf the 
people also, which, deceived by ibul delusion, stood by Austria ! Oil. 
It was an infernal plot ! Of course we beat, down and drove out iiis 
10,'jril'J men, together with all the Austrians— but (he Czar had gain- 
ed bis play. He pot assured thai be would have no foreign power 
opposing liii:i when iio flared in violate I lie law of itu' ions by an armed 
iie'erieivnee in Hinigarv. So he mierfered. It is u sorrowful mat- 
ter for me to think upon ; if in dreadful even to remember what tor- 
ture I felt when J saw vanish like a dream, all my hopes that there 
is yet justice on earth, and respect lor the jaws of" " nature, and of 
nature's God." When 1 saw myself with my nation, liie handful of 
bravo forsaken, alone, to light that immense battle for humanity; 
when I saw Russian tllp'oinuoy slouimg, iihe soorol poison, into our 
ranks, iir.rodueing treason irtio Ihcm; ihen 1 saw a. world of cares 
and sorrows pal upon shoulders, a heavier weight than that which 
the fabulous Atlas of old had to bear. But let me not. look buck— 
it is all in vain, the past is past. Forward is my word, and I will gi; 
forward with unabated energy, because I know that there is yet a 
God in heaven, ami there is n'people like you on earth, and there is 
a. power of decided w .11 also here in this bleeding, aching- heart. It 
is my motto still that "there is no difficulty lo him who wiils." 
But. 'so much is a fact, so nine!] is sure, that 'the Czar dared not in- 
terfere uniil lie was as-mred thai ho would meat r.o foreign power to 
opuose his sacrilegious act. Show him, free people of America— 
s'how him in a manly declaration, I hat he wiil meet your power if ho 
(kires outre more trample on the laws of nations — accompany this 
your declaration « itii a a uiiinnfnlu.tiou of your Mecherratiouii lleots, 
and be sure he will not, Still, you will have no war, and Austria 
falls almost without a. b i.i.ile, Use a ; ottering house without to'i rela- 
tion, raised upon the sand, and Hungary — my poor Hungary — will 
be free,— and Europe's oppressed Contiuen' free in dispose of its do- 
mestic- concerns. So much, gentlemen, for the first wish — the first 
ptiueiide wdticii .1 had the honor to advance at. the banquet of the 
City of New York. I could never have a more pleasaul opportunity 
in a like manner to develop two oilier principles— one of which : s 10 
see restored in international law the true eternal, everlasting princi- 
ples of an assure:! national intercourse coiriuereial between nations, 
and to see it predicated by the power of your country. And the 
third is my humble wish to see recognised -be leo-iieualo character 
of the Dechi.ru :.in:i <.,;' Independence of I lungi.ry. t would try. uen- 
tlemen, to develop these two principles in a like manner as I did the 
first, relying on I be indulgence yon have shown me. 1 nonet, gen- 
tlemen, I am so worn out lhai, perhaps in every hundred, ninety-nine 
men would be in bed instead of addressing such an assembly as this . 
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Iherefoie I must reserve it for another occasion. I know that wben- 
(.,"-!■ I -'tea';, there is a]-" the might v ermine, the Press, v.-lio imuies- 
me also -..;■■ k lo von ;mJ to the |-copl.- of the United Slates. I ma 
is mf [■oiiioliMion'ior run. beitiL* d-io to a-isv.'er your e\pe.:tauen : il 
von 'have had some. Therefore, lot ins end, ami witl.oi.t a ny appeal 
to vour svintiailiY—voti have die source i:i your own iomernns 1 marts. 
This vour meeting is a substantial proof ot it. JJe thutmed lor it. ; 
ami let ore sav rEi:i.i ' lii-:; osilv ^oiin.-j noon which rests the mmeoi my 
native lii.nU is die "/round of eternal priucip.es— ;n.sitco ; r.gfn arid 
law. You have tVnr.nl vour lives to extend justice, imtii and hv." 
aoainsl the violence of n":a:mt.)iis acts, Gentlemen o! the liar, I 
place these principles in your protecting care, and I trust they will- 
Jim; mijdjty advocates in you. 
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I would I were able to answer that call. 1 would I were able 
mnvenioutly to li 11 the place which your kindness )i:ih assigned to 
me; but really 1 am in despair. I do not know how many times I 
have spoken within the last fourteen days in New York. Permit me 
to make some few remarks which are suggested [o mv mind hv what 
has been stated. You were iilr-a.v.l lo say thai A.astria was blind 
to let mo csr.ai.il.', Tte assured thiii it. was not the merit of Austria. 
Austria would Lave been very glad lo bury me, if not in 1.1 ie cold 

faveof death, at leas! in Hi-:; equally cold gVa.e of moral inactivity. 
lit the J'hnperor of Turkey took courage at i!ie interference of 
America ; stid notwithstanding ail the roolamatiuiis of Austria, I am 
free — reMorcd io life, because restored to duty sirid activity, If 
Austria would not have murdered down the very existence of my 
nation, it is trim 1 ,lmuld have vanished urn <>i the memory of man. 
It is a curious fate which T have. Perhaps there never was u man 
in the world who was so (bud of tranquillity as I am ; and perhaps 
no man so lend ol'dohig as mm?;] good as possible without aeii.i: I =. i _ ■ : ■-■-. - 1 , 
or even noticed as being in the world. ' Thus, hingmg ha'iran.jiik- 
liiy, it nas my destiny never to have a single moment in my life io 
see it fulfilled. But my guiding star was, and will be, '■ DiM.y," and 
the pleasure and delighl of the bea.rl must wail, oven lorever. if 
necessary, when duty cans. Ladies, worn out as I am. still I am 

Slail. very glad indeed, thai, if is f lie hidies of t\':w,' York who have con- 
eseended lo listen to my farewell. This my fitrowell, cannot, will 
not he eloquent. When in the midst ol" a bu.-.t day, the watchful 
cave of a guardian angel throws some flowers of joy in the thorn v 
way of man, he gathers them up with loa.nks, a 'cheerful thrill 
quivers through ai, heart, like the melody of atwf'lolian harp ; but 
the earnest duties ol' life soon claim his alt'eistioij and bis cares. The 
melodious thrill dies away, and on he ninsi go, and on he goes, joy- 
less, cheerless, and cold, every tihre of his b'earl. beiu lo the earnest 
dutie' ^"the day. But when the bard work of the day is do:is, and 
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the stress of mind for a moment subsides, then the heart again claim* 
l-s n.-.i, . am! iho in lev miger.s of cur memory gaUor an a.g:un :ilo- 
vio'oFs of icy v-lLl::!. the guitrtlinn angel threw in <mr \y.iy, and m 
1,k 1 hi :'irV v,i:b -n I toy. we i I 1 l-""...:! 

of life— we are so -iad— as "lad ;..h the child o:i v,kr:siimis e* e. 
These are the lin.ppicsi. moments of man's h!e. lull wnen we arc 
lint noisv. not eloquent we are silent, almost nu:r. -i„e -i; e:e en u 
K.hSuiaue-'s nh..m r.-po-iuir from me b.,mm* Leu e in.; ;L> 
1,,,, -,fu, is my eoinliuoi, new. it is a bard day', Work yJncn I 
have to do here. " I ai:i delivering my ii.retteli ad.bess ; ;l:u. euay 
compassions 

kindness winch t laiye received (and 1 have received ho m.a.ip. .. every 
foyyer of consehdo:, v.aleb tlie ladies of .New iork liave (brown on 
my Ibortiy wav, rushes wiiEi double force to my mcrno-y. 1 leel so 
happy in this memory-' here i- u. Cestui, iram m.xy n'-ui my m nd ; 
bet in such a mumenlf would ra.i.ber I 

nil: speak. You know, ladies, that it. is not the depee laehus-s 
v,-',",,]! a-c tlie lender. And besides, 1 have to say fnrewod to b.ew 
Yovk Tlii- is a sorrowf il word. What immense I op-, are an,;ed 
in mv irennorv in ibis word \ew York— none- of resurrection lor my 
.Inw.i-ir.jJdL'i.'fiilhcrUmd— liopos nf liberation for onpres-. ■ ni-.nts 
oh tie Iveopenn continent.! Will the expectations wlnoi^ the 
miHiiv outburst of New York's young mid ^etieroes !„ ;; jr( ,ore- 
sn,d,.'v.-d. ha tvalvee .' W.!l these hope- ho l.iJii l;'d of wi 1 ii.y> 
of consul;,, i.m which Ww York casl on the dark ,ug:r. .. -j la-Jan- 
land- -whl it pass awuv like an elecnio :lasn J Oh cnuh. I ea-i oi:e 
Mindo :daneo into Die book of fu;urity! IV), bod forgive me ens 

i r i! i i i , , 

J- i- we'll rl-.no. Il were not good lor man to knew hi.- d -Ury 

The o-i— vy of oe. sense of duly y.uuld fa'.tcr or sub-ice, il we were 

assured of the lailuro or -access of oar aims. lt» because we do 

,m hnow 'he future i.hm we retain our energy 0" dmy. ->:> ai.. I go 

en mv v.ork. with the iull energy of my humh.e : i.ic;,:>. wnhom 

despair, but with hope. Tl ! ° w -°'™" Wnnl1 " h,nh rllE "■ ! '" 

and I come from the Eft:.. 

em fatalism in mv disposition, bur. 11 i 

who trusts with unwavering faith m il 

vino Providence. , , , 

i;,., r , llm ,„. ail these- diilVft-nt feeluuvs mil dioagbls J:a' eeme i po.i 
me in tie. hour el' my larewet, otie !.:iiniT is almost lueisoensaide _;.,-, 
me. v.nd :ha is, I ho' assurance thai Ibe sympm.liy .1 haye met w.lb 
here will ivA );ass :iwf,y i:Uo ibe cheers winch a. «■:-.);. eg gel _re- 
,,,.,,, en I'ae stiee- -mat it will be p:-oseryed a- a prnunnle, end tn„t 
y-aen the enuex/i suiisLdes, the calmness of redaction will bat 

and tnis 00:1,0,1.1 ie:i T imvo, because, Indira, 1 p.i.oo il in your hands. 
I bestow on your motherly and sisterly cares, the hopes of Europe a 
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oppiassed nations, — ( lie hopes of civil, poli'ical, social, and religions 

liberly. Ob, !el im:. entreat you, with the iirief \;.:)<i -laaimorlng words 
of :i warm heart, overwhelmed '.villi ento:ious n.nd with sorrowful 



e entreat you, ladies, to be watchful of the sympathy of 
your people, like the mo: her over the cradle of her beloved 'child. It 
is worthy of your watchful cave, because it is the cradle of n'fteit- 
erated humanity. Especially in regard to my poor fat ho r kind, I have 
particular chums on the fairer and belter ball' of humanity, which 
you are. The firs! of these claims is, lint there in nol, perhaps, cii 
the face of (he earth a nation which in lis institutions has shown 
more chivalric regard for ladies than the .1 fungai-ians. It is a praise- 
worthy Irait of the Oriental character. You know- that it was the 
Moorish race, i:i Spain, who ivere the founders of the chivtilric era 
in Europe, so lull of personal virtue, so fall of noble deeds, so de- 
voted to the service of ladies, and heroism, and to the protection of 
ibe oppressed. You ;tre told that the ladies of 1.1 if-; Last are almost 
degraded to less than a human condition, being secluded from all 
social life, and pent up with in the harem's walk. And so it is. But 
you must nol. judge the East by the measure of European civiliza- 
tion. They have their own civilization, quite different from ours in 
views, inclinations, affections, ami thoughts. Easle.m mankind is 
traditional — the very soil rol.tiie.s '.he r,ra;up of t radii; oca, amiquity. 
When you walk upon that, old soil, with the Old Testament in your 
hand, and read the prophets and patriarchs on the very spot where 
they lived and walked, you an; aslom'shed to iind that nature is as it 
was five thousand years ago, and that the cedars still grow on Iter 
boundary, under the shadow of which the patriarchs were protected. 
Yon see the well ;usl as Jacob saw it when Rachel gave ttriiik to 
him and his camels. Everything— the aspect of nature, the habits, 
the customs, the social life of the people -.is mea.stiret!, not by cen- 
turies, but by thousands of years. The women of the East live as 
they lived in the lime of the patriarchs, and ibey feel happy. Let 
them remain so. Who can wish them mere on i\i.':!i than happiness ? 
Nothing is more ridiculous ihan to pity those who feel happy. Hut 
such is the fact that there is abnosl a religions regard paid to women 
in the East. No man darts lo iirttre or offend a woman there. He 
who would do so won hi be despised iiy all like a dog. Thai respect 
goes so far, that the lord does not dare raise the carpet of his harem's 
doer, still less enter it, where a pair of slippers before the threshold 
tells him that a lady is in the room. Respeel and reverence for 
women 19 the charar '.eristic of trie Orient. 'J.'lie Magyars are of 
Eastern sleek, ea.st in Europe. We found all the blessings of civil- 
ization in your ladies; but we conserved for litem the regard and 
reverence of our Oriental character. May, mere than that, we car- 
ried these views into our institutions and into our laws. With us, 
the widow remains the head of the family, as the lather was. As 
long as she lives, she is the mistress of the property of her deceased 
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husband. The chivalrous spirit of [he iiniinn supnnses she will pro- 
vide, with motherly care, for the wan 1.3 of her children, and she re- 
mains in possession so long an she bears her deceased husband's 
■name. The old Constitution of Hungary, which we reformed upon 
a demooraiie basis — i: having been ar:stoera;ic — under thai instru- 
ment the widow of ;i. lord had the right to send her Rcpresentaiive 
to the Parliament, and in r.he county elections of public functionaries 
widows liy.i.1 a right to vole alike v i'tb the? men. Perhaps t!iid clival- 
lie character of my nation, so full of regard towa.rd (be fair sex, may 
somewdiai commend my mission to the ladies of America. Our second 
particular claim is, that [.be source of all ibe misfortune which now 
weighs so heavily upon my bleeding fai lierland, is in two ladies— 
C:ith;irin'.: of Russia, and Sophia ef Hap-burg, tiie ambitious- ineiber 
of the young Nero, Francis Joseph. Yon know that one hundred 
and fifty year, ago, Charles lite Twelfth, of Sweden, [ae bravest of 
the brave, foreseeing the growth of Russia, a.ttd fearing lhat if would 
oppress and ever whelm civilization, ventured with a handful of men 
tooierihrcw the rising powa:r of Russia, After immortal deeds, and 
almost, fabulous victories, one loss made him a refugee upon Turkish 
soil, like myself. J jut. happier than myself, be succeeded in per- 
suading Turkey of the necessity of checking linssia , in her over- 
weening nmbkiom and in curtailing her growth. On w euo .lichemct 
Bal/onisi '.villi bis Tttrlis, a.nd met Peter (he Czar, and pent him up 
in a corner, where there was no possibility of escape. There Jle- 
heiuei. held him with iron grasp till hunger came to his aid. But 
nature claimed ker rights, ami in a council of war it was decided to 
surrender lo Mehemot. Then Catba.riue, wdio wan present in the 
camp, apooared in person before the Grand Vizier to sue for mercy. 
See wa.s fair, and she was rich with jewels ef nameless value. She 
went to the Grand Vi/.ier's tent. She ea.ute hack without any jew- 
els, bat she brought mercy, and Russia was saved. From linn cel- 
ebrated day dates the downhill of Turkey, and that of Russia's 
Srowth. Out of Ibis source flowed the stream of Russian prepon- 
erance over ibe European continent; and down-trodden liberty, and 
the nameless sul'-ainus of Poland and of my pour native land, are 
the dreadful hauls of Calharino's success on dial day, cursed in the 
records of humanity. 

The second lady who will be curse:! through all posterity, in iter 
memory, is Sophia, the mother of the present, usurper of Hungary— 
she who iiad the ambbious dream lo raise ike limited power of a 
child upon tiie ruins of liberty, and on the neck of dow : n-t redden na- 
tions. It was her amhidoii — [lie evil genius of ibe house of Haps- 
burg in the present day— which brought desolation upon us. I need 
ouiv mei-.iiou 01a: fact, to characterize v.dia.l kind of a heart was in 
that cursed woman. On the anniversary ofihe day of A rail, where 
our marry rs bled, sho came to the Court with a bracelet of ruble* 
gathered together in so many rosea as were numbered by the heada 
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of the brave Hungarians w-ho fell there, and declared i'. a gift v.'kich 
she joyfully presented id the oompu.ny as ;i moinenuMvhieh sin 1 wears 
on her very arm in cherish its eternal memory, r.ii;i.t she might, not 
forget Uin pIsiiBNi'ij she derived from the killing of tho^o men who 
died at Ar.-.id. This very fuel can aire yon a irtie knowledge of the 
character i"il' ta.it woman. And Ibis is the second claim to the 
ladies' .sympathy for oppressed humanity am! my jioor fa.tkerland. T 
\vi*b the free wamien of free America, will help my down-fallen land 
In gel out of Unit iron grasp, or (o got out ol' ihose bkody [angs.nnd 
become independent, ami free. Oar third particular claim is die be- 
havior of cuv belies during the In-,: war. It. is no wanton praise— 
it is a fact what I say — thai, in my hard task to lead on tile siruggie 
and to rmvere, Himgarv. 1 hail on more powerful nu.villiarics, and no 
more fa"ithlui exee.uj.ors of tins will of the nation, than the women of 
Hungary. Von know that in ancient Rome, after the batr-li; of 
Came, which was won by Hannibal, die viel.oc was afraid to come 
down to the very walls of Koine. The Semite called on ike people 
spontaneously Hi sacrifice all their wealth on the aliiir of their fath- 
erland, and the ladies were ihe first to do it. Every jewel, every 
ornament, was brought forth, so much so that ihe. tribune judged it 
necessary hi pass a law prohibiting :he Indies of Rome to waasr jew- 
elry or any siik drosses, in order thai it might not appear the ladies 
of Rome had not, by their owai choice, have done so. Now, we 
wanted in Hungary ao such law. The women of Hungary brought 
all that lacy hail. V'ou would ban; been astonished io see how, in 
the most wealthy houses of Hungary, if you were inviieii to dinner, 
you would be forced to eat soup with iron spoons : and when the 
wounded and (he sick— and many of them we had, because we 
fought had -when the wounded and sick were nor. sn wr.i provided 
as ii. would have been our duty anil oar p'ousure to ■io. ! ordered the 
ministry and the respective public functionaries to take care of them. 
Bat Ihe poor wounded went on suffering, and the ministry went on 
slowly to provide for them. When I saw (his, one single word was 
spoken to the ladies of Hungary, and in a few hours there was pro- 
vision made for hundreds oi Ihonsand.s of sick. And I nv.vv.r mot tt 
single moiiier who would have withheld her son from shaving in the 
bailie; but 1 have met. many who ordered and commanded their 
children to light. Ibr their fatherland. J saw many una ma.nv brides' 
who urged on ihe bridegrooms to delay their day of happiness till 
they would come hack vigorous from the hurtles of (heir taiberland. 
Tims ae'.ei! the ladies of Hungary. That country deserves io live; 
thiil. country deserves to have a future left yet, which the women, as 
much as the men, love and cherish. 

But I have a stronger motive than ail rhes.e to claim yor.r project- 
ing sympathy for my country's cause. It is her nameless woe, 
nameless sufferings. In the name of that ocean of bloody tears 
which the sacrilegious hand of the tyrant wrung fro u the eyes of 
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the childless mothers, of the brides who behold the hangman's sword 

between i:ie:n and tisolr wedding-day— in tlnv mime of u.ii those 
mothers, wive-, brides, daughters, ;i.]i:l sisters, who. by ilmn-imtls of 
thousands, weep over the graves of Magyars so dear io their hearls, 
LLiid weep the bioodv (ours 'of it patriot (us they id! ilk) over (ho face 
of their beioved native Imiil— in the name (if "II 'hose lotiuriiig 
stripes with which tins dogging hand of Austrian tyrants dared to 
ou..r:tge homaivhv in i.i:' woniankiia; of" n:y ualh. e laud- -in me name 
of lliat (iuily curse affahrst Austria with which even the prayers of 
our women'are mixed— in the name ofl.be nameless smlbtings of 
my own dear wife — die faithful companion of my lite— of her, v.dio 
for months and for mouths was hunted by my country's tyrants, 
like a noble deer, not having. for mouths, a moment's, rest Io repose 
her wearied bead in safety, and no liupo, no support, no prcteeiion 
but at the hoiobie ibroslieli.l of the hardworking |ieo;ile, as noble 
anil generous as they are poor— in the name of my poor hum chil- 
dren," 1 wdio so young -ire scarcely conscious of their life, and already 
to learn wiialuii Austrian prison is— in the name of all Ibis, and 
what, is still worse, in the name of down-troilileu liberty, I. claim, 
ladies of New V'ork. your protecting sympalhv lor my country's 
cause. Nobody can do mom for it than you. The heart of man is 
as soft as wax In lour lender bauds. Mould it, ladies ; mould it into 
the iijrm of generous compassion (or my country's wrongs, ins|ure it 
with the noble feelings of your own hearts, inspire it wiili the con- 
sciousness of your country's power, dignity and might. You are 
the framers of man's character. Wna.tevcr in; the fate of man. one 
stamp he alwavs bears on ins brow — that wdiicb the mother's hand 
impressed upon ilio soul of the child. The smile of your dps can 
make a hero out of a coward— and a generous man out of the 
egotist; one word from you inspires (bo youth to noble resolutions ; 
the lustre of your eyes" is the fairest reward for the toils of life. 
You can even "blow up the feeble spark of energy in the breast of 
broken age, thai, once more it may blaze up in a noble, a generous 
deed liieme i; dies. Ai! ibis power you have. Use it, ladies, use it 
in behalf of your country's glory, and for die fieuetit. of opp:cwd 
humanity, and when voa meet u cold calculaior, who thinks by arab- 
meiic when he is culled to ibid the wrongs of oppressed nations, con- 
cert him. ladies. Vour smiles are commands, am! the truth v.- hi eh 
pours forth iuslinchv.dv from your hearts, is mightier than the logic 
jviiouhm-d by any scholar. The Peri, excluded from I'araulso, 
lu'Oiio-hi nianv generous uifi.s to heaven in order to regain it. She 
broM'ht t!ic .'vim: sigh of ;i. patriot ; the kiss of a faithful girl im- 
prinmd on the lips of Lor bridegroom disiorl.ed by the venom of liie 
plague. Khf brought manv odier (air gibs ; but the t!oers of l'ara- 
dise o|im.ed before' her oniv when she brought v.dih her the first 
prayer o! a man couverlod to charily and brotherly love for iiis op. 
pressed bretb. -on and Immanitv. I have many tokens received ol 



i by Google 



452 SPEECH TO THE LADIES. 

this brotherly love; and at the very moment of my entering this }i;iM, 
I was informer: nt' a ciremnsUino!; which J consider so important as 
lo bog permission to make in respect to it one singic remark. I am 
toh! ilea one of the new-papers, wirji friendly ami generous iniemion 
toward that cause wdiioh I have the honor lo plead before you, litis 
pointed oat as ibo success of my standing here, '.hut there is a com- 
iniltee established out of such men whose very .share in that commii- 
tee givow importance lo it. antl who are about, to raise money tor the 
purpose of rt-voltrjom'ang Kurope.— My axiom is that of the Irish 
poet, " Wlio wni.ilii ho live. themselves must striko -.ho Mow." All 
that 1 claim in iiiir play ;, and that is the aim for which I claim the 
liniioil States f o become eie exeeauve power of inn laws of .Nature 
ami of Nature's God. That is the aim for which 1 claim your "Oner- 
ous j5iiLi!Lo and private aid and support. Toe revolutions in Europe 
will be made by the nations of liurope ; but that toey shall have fa.ir 

Einy is what lite nations of Europe evpect from the peoteetion of the 
mited Stales of America. Kraniiuor the power which you have, 
and which 1 iiave endeavored 'o point out in a. low brief wools. Re- 
member this, and form associations ; establish ladies 1 committee! lo 
raise substantial a.id for Hungary, Who could, who would, rel'nso, 
when too melody of yon 1 : io;ee is pie ad: 1 i]r tho eanse of my bleeding, 
my oppressed native land. 

Now, ladies, I am worn out very much, so I am done. One word 
only nmmuis lo be said— a. word of tieep sorrow, the word, " Fa.re- 
weli, .Vow York !" New York ! that word will forever make thrill 
every string of my heart. I am like a wandering bird. I i; in worse 
than a wandering bird. lie may return to his summer home. I 
have no home on earth ! Here, at New York, 1 fe.tu'.most at home. 
But "Forward" is my call, and I must part. I part with the hope 
that the sympathy v.diich V have met here is the trumpet sound of 
resurrection to my native land; 1 part, with the hope that, having 
found here a short, transitory homo, wid bring mo ye; back to my 
Own beloved home, i.iia.l. my ashes may yet mix with the dust of my 
native soil. Ladies, remember Hungary, and — farewell ! 
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Sir, — As once Cyneas, the TCpirni.fi. siood among the senators of 
Rome, wiio, with an ea-ucst word of self-conscious mresty, con- 
trolled rio condition of the world an:! arrested 'he migh'.y kings in 
their ambitions march, inns I'i : , of rii'mi r;i I ion si n-i ol' reverence. T 
stand before von, Legislators of lire new cnpitnl — thai glorious hull 
of vein people's eoiiec-.ive majesty. 'J 1 lie. capitol ol' old ye', stands, 
but ihe spirir has departed from it and come, over lo yours, perilled 
by the air of liberty. The old elands a mournful monument of Ihe 
fragiii'.y of human thing- — yours as a sanctuary of eternal rights. 
Tiie "It! iieiimed iv ills ihe rod : istre of conquest, no,'.' darlienoti by 
oppression's gloomy night. — ytmrs beams with freedom's bright ray. 
The dkl absolved ihowwhl by lis tnvn centra li?eil glory —yours, prelects 
your own nation against absorption, even by itself. The old was awful 
with irresirieied power- -yours Is g.orions with having restricted it. 
At the view of the old. nations trembled— a! l.tifi view of yours hu- 
manity hoaos. To llio old, nuslerluue was only iinrodaeed vhli fetter- 
ed hands to kneel a' tin: triumphant co?iqieror"s hee.s — 10 ;, ours, me 
triumph ol introduction is grained to uuforhiniir.e exilic, invito! lo 
the linnnr of a. seat, am! whore king, am! Oiusars never lie hailed, for 
i.heir powers, tn'ght. and wealth, '.here Ihe persecuted chief of a down- 
trodden nation is ve'.eomei: :;s ynur <_>rei:i Uepuhfc's guns:. precisely 
because he is persecuted, helpless, and poor. In ihe old, the terrible 
vas victis wasiiie rule — in yours, pro:ee;io;i loihe oppressed, mnledic- 
<ion in ainiiiliou- oe pressors, rind coiisohuier. lo I lie vanquished in a 
inst cause. And while out of Ihe old a conquered world was ruled, 
yon in vours p-ovido fur the ennnunu oonlbdfe'ative imprests of a 
territory larger than the conquered world of [he old. There sat men 
boasting their will to be sovereign of trie world — hero sit men whose 
etory is lo ii.ckuowdedge tins laws of Nature and of Nature's God, and 
to do that their sovereign, the people, wills. 

Sir, there is history in these parallels. History ef past ages, and 
history of future centuries, may be often recorded in a few words. The 
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small particulars lo which (he passions of iivi-ip- men cl : n;; v.hh fo 
vent seal— as il' tin' fragile figure of mrai cork arrest loo "uiMam of 
destiny's wheel ; ihese"parlioulai's die away, Ir in l.be Usuo woich 
makes history, and [.hat issue is always logical, There is :■ neces- 
sity of" consequences wherever the necessily of position omisis. 
1'i'mciples ii.ro the Ainha, thev must fiuUJ] wilh Omega, anil they 
will. Thus Ihslorv m'nv he told oli.im in a few words. Heloro yet 
the hemic sPioatIo' <■:' Greece hist e.ueagi'd year connl it's sympaliiy 
for the fate of "freedom in Kuropo, teen so far distant, am! now sii 
near, L'naieaubriand haoaencd to hi! in Allien., and lie m.mnl [torn t 
minaret raised ii|ioo the i'ropvhnau ruins, a Turkish priest :n Ara.uic 
: L 'runiiiLiO anuomiciim tl:o la.pse of hours to me Clirisiimis .:. Mnet- 
va's town. What immense history in liif; small fad of a Tiirmsh 
Iim.umi crum; out. " Prav, ma.n, the hoar is running, las;, and iho 

judgment" draws near/'" Sir, there is equally a hisloty of I' re 

a "■■>*' wriilet) i'J hi'.' honor aes'owed hy von I" my iinmble self The 
JlTsi Governor of inceiieiiile.'it (Tim : ;a:w. c'riyim from his nauve laml 
iiyR-.is-ian violence, an exile on Turkish soil protemed hy :l Moham- 
medan Suhiu agaiusl. the hlooil-tkirsi of Christian tyra.ms, nasi hick 
prisoner to far'Asia hy diplomacy, rescneil from liis Asiatic prison 
/ America, crossing the Atlantic, charged with the hopes of 
lurope's oppressed naiions, ploa.dinjv, a poo- exile, before the people 
of (his great Republic, his down-trodden country's wrongs, ;m;l i'.a 
im.imale'couueoi.iim with the late of the fhiiimean oool.inem. a no w.tb 
.|i-. |,.;doess of a. jusl. cause. claiming tin; plineip'es of ine C abstain 
rclie-jon to he raised to a lav; of nations ; anil to see not omy 'lie 
DuUkiess of ±c. ooor exile forgiven, hot to see him consolci; by me 
scmoinliy of millions., encouraged hy iniiiviilua's, mce'.inys, cities anil 
slates, smiporl.cd by operative :iiil, and greeted by Congress ami by 
the (fovei-r.inoui as the minim's gucsl, honored out of generosity, 
Willi thai, honor which only one ma.n before him received— am! that 
man received then out. of ""Tatitade— with honors such as no poten- 
Ui1.fi can over receive, and iliis banrjuot. here, ami the toasi which 1 
have to thank for— oh, indeed, Sir, there is a history of future ages 
in all these facta. 

Sir, though T hive the noble priiie el" my prima ales, am! iioniiu I 
lia.vo I he inspiration of a j:isi cause, sli.i I have also II. e conscience 
of my personal hnmilily. A'evor will 1 forgel wdist is cl.js- irom mo 
lo the sovereign source of my public capacity. This I. owe lo my 
tialio-i's dianr.v, am!, therefore. lespeoi fully thanking this hie/iiiy dis- 
e.ii.eii.-hod' as>emblv, in div country's name, I have the bohir.oss to 
sav, lhal liuiifmry' wfih deserves your symoalhy— tin I Unitary 
has a claim lo prei.ee! ion. because it has a claim to justice. But as 
lo myself, penni! me humbly lo express thai 1 am weii aware nol to 
have' iuali 'these honors any personal share. Now, I know Uia.l even 
that wiiich i:iiir]il seem to lie personal in your least, is only an ac- 
knowledgment of a historical fact ; very instructively connected with 
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ii principle valuable ii.tid dear to every repiddican heart. -11 the CJnitetl 

Stales of America. Sir, you were. pleased fo meiuion in your toast 
that I am niiconqusred by misfortune and nnserjucce! by ambition. 
Now, it is a providential fact, that misfortune has the privilege to 
ontiolilo tmin's mind ami to sl.renylheu man's <.: ] t ,\ r dh?.1.<? r. There is a. 
.sort of iiuiiinil instinct ol' human dignity in the heart of" mini, which 
steels his vo ry nerves not to beni.l beneaiii ihe hoary blow of a great 
adversity. Tin-; palm-tree p;rows. best 1joiumI.Ii a. ponderous weight — 
even so the character of lean. There is no merit in it — it is a la.-.v of 
psyehoh j;vy. Tlie petty pang- of small daily cares ha\ e often bent. 
I hi; character of men. but great misfortrr.nes seldom. There is less 
danger iu this than in great good lack ; ami as io ambition, T. indeed, 
never r.-as able to underhand how anybody can more love a.mhiiion 
tliiin liberty. Tint I ii.ni glad to sLalo a historical fact as a principal 
demonstration of dint, inllueuec which institutions exorcise upon the 



ngainsi (he principle of ecLtrali/:n;ion. Thai io:id attachment tc 
inuiueipiil self-government, without which l.iion': is no provincial 1'roe- 
iloni possible, ha fundamental iemine of our mil limn, character. We 
bro'.ighi i; with as from liir Asia, a thousand years ago, anil wo Con- 
served it throughout the vicissitudes of ten centuries. 

No nation has perhaps so much sirug?;h'.d and suffered from the 
civilixed Ohri-.tian world as ours. We do not complain of this lot. 
It limy :io heavy but it ii not mglorlous. Where ike cradle of our 
Saviour stood, and where Ids divine doctrine was ieani'ed, ila:-re 
;:noii :er faith now rides, and the whole of Hump!';',-; armed uiigrlmngc 
could not avert this fate from that, sacred spot, nor slop the rushing 
waves of Is'amism absorbing the Christian I'lumire of Conslnnluie. 
We slopped "hose rushing waves. The breast of my nation proved 
a. breakwater to l.hem. We guarded Christendom, that Luthers 01 
Cn.lv ins might, reform it. It was :i. dangerous lime, and the dangers 
of the time often placed the confidence of all mv nadoti into one 
man's hand, and their conlideiicc gave power into his ha.mls to he- 
coinc a.nihil.ioiis. Hut there was not a single instance in history 
where a man honored by ids people's confidence had deceived his 
people by becoming ambidou.-.. Tlie man oat. of whom Russian 
diplomacy succeeded in ma.khig the murderer of his nation's confi- 
dence — he never had it. bat. wa.s rather regarded always with distrust. 
Tim, he gained some victories when victories were the moment's chief 
necessity. At the head of an a "my. o.irc.i instances placed him in ihe 
capacity to ruin his country. But he never had iho people's confi- 
dence. So, even lie is no contradiction to tile hisjorica.l truth, that 
lie. i.liii'garh.ii whom his nation honored nidi i:s eoulhler.co, was ever 
seduced by ambition (o become dangerous to his country's liberty, 
'['hat is a remarkable fact, and yet it is not accidental. It is Itie logi- 
cal consequence of the Influence o\ institutions upon the national 
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character. Our union, through a !' its history, was educated In tho 
school of municipal self-government, ami in such a. country, ambition 
having no field, has a Isolio place in man's character. 

The truth of this doctrine becomes yet more illustrated by a quite 
Contrary historical fact in France. Whatever have been the changes 
J government in I hat great, country— and many I hoy have been, to 
be sure ; we have scon a Convention, a Directorate of Consuls, and 
one Consul, am: an K m po ror, and the restoration— the fundamental 
tone of tho Constitution of Franco was power always centralized, 
Omnipotence always vested somewhere ; and remarkably, indeed, 
France has never yet raised the single man to the seal of power 
who has no! sacrificed his country's freedom to his pergonal ambi- 
tion. It is sorrowful, indeed ; but it is natural It is in the garden 
of centralization where the venomous plant, of ambition thrives. 1 
dare confidently affirm, that in year great country there exists not a 
sioe'e man through whose brains has ever parsed the ihuiighl that 
tie would wish to raise the sear of his ambition upen the reins of 
your country's liberty. If he could, such' a wish is impnssible in the 
United Stales. Institutions react upon the character of nations. He 
who sows the wind will reap the storm. History is the revelation 
of Providence. The Almighty rules by eternal laws, not. only (be 
material hut the moral world ; and every law is a prim:-: pie, and 
ev-'ry principle is a law. Men, as well as nations, are otido-.ved 
with' free will to choose, a principle, but that once I'.hosnn, the cen- 
setpiences must be abided. With self-government is freedom, ami 
with freedom l-~ justice and patriotism. Willi centralization is ambi- 
tion, and with ambition dwells despotism. Happy your gi-eal coun- 
try, Sir, for being so warmly addicted to that great principle of solf- 
govevmneu*. Comi ihis foundation your fathers raised a home to 
freedom more glorious than the world has ever seen. Upon this 
foundation you have developed it to a living wonder of the world. 
Happy your great country. Sir, thai it was selected by tile blessing 
of I be" Lord, to prove toe glorious practicability of it federal ive Union 
of many sovereign Hur.es, all conserving l.heir Stale rights and their 
self-goveriimem, and yet united in one. Every star beaming wit.li 
its own lustre, but all together one constellation on mankind's 
canopy. 

Upon this foundation your country has grown to a prodigious 
power in a surprising v brief ueriod. You have attracted power in 
that. Your fundtmenial principles have conquered more hi sevemy- 
flve years than Home by arms in centuries. Your principles will 
conquer tho world. Ey rhe glorious example of your freedom, wel- 
fare, and security, mankind is about In become conscious of its aim. 
The lesson you give lo humanity will not lie lost, and '.he respect 
of the Slate rights in the federal" Government of America and in its 
several States, will become an instructive example for universal 
toleration, forbearance, and justice, to the future States and Repub- 
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i'u-v, of Europe, Upon this bniisj will bo ;;;it rid of the my.s'.er'ous 
(pioslion cf i;mauan; L% and nationalities rained by ilni c- n n:i :ti m- despo- 
tisms in i'!iin':i(i (o murder Liberty, ami tlio .smidior States will find 
HOciirilv in the prinehdes of federative: union, while '.hey wi!l con- 
serve their national freedom by the principle;', of sovereign sril l-ifov- 
ernment; and wd>i!e larger States abdioal.iuiv the- principles of cen- 
tralization, will cease to 'be a bloed-l'teld to sanguinary usurpation, 
and a tool to the ambition of wider:] men, municip:i! iu-ii;u1;.-:-ns will 
insure the development of local particular elements— Freedom, 
formerly an abstract political theory, will become the household 
benem. in municipalities, and out of ihe welfare and e.ontentinoiil. of 
all parts will Mow liTsamuess, pence, and security for (lie whole. 
Thar, is my oouiideiit hope. There will at once subside the fluctua- 
tions of Germany';! fate, it will become the heart of Europe, not 
fiv meijiue- Kortb" C,<j mi any into a i'nuiheni frame, ov (.he South into 
^Northern ; Jiol bv absorbiii.; hi ;;o;ic:o peculiarities, by centralized 
omnipotence; not "by mixing in one Ktatc, hut by federal mo- several 
covcreb-'n Wtal.es into a Union like yours, upon a simiiar basis, will 
iaiie place the nation;-;! regeneration of the tddavonio 3i.al.es, and not 
upon the sac ri lee-ions idea oi' Uanslavism, orruiva.leni to the omnipo- 
tence of the Czar. 

Upon a similar Irani* will we sea 'sir Iia.lv iio..epen:le;ii and tree, 
Km Unit 1 .-, biit Union, will and muni become the watchword ol na- 
tional bodies severed iuio desecrated limbs by provisional riva.rios, 
out of which a fieri-; of despots and common servitude arose. To be 
sure, it will he a nobis joy to this your pa-eat Republic, to feel (hat 
the moral infinenae of your dorious ■■xampie has op.era-.ei! in proilu- 
einir this jjloiieiis development in imitdiind's desdny ; and I have not 
the slidite,! dmb-i of the odieacy of your example's influence. Bat 
there is one iiiuiL' indispensable to it, wf.hoiit which there is no hope 
for this ha'ipy issue. This in.iiv.oen-iab'.e thine; is.lha.l the oppressed 
nations of Europe become the masters of their future, free to regu- 
late their own domestic concerns, and to secure ih.i.s nothing- is 
wanted but to have that, fair play to all, and for all, which you, Sir, 
in your toast were pleased to pronounce as a rig-lit of my nation, 
alike sanctioned by the law of nations as by the dictates of eternal 
justice. Without" tins fair play there is no hope for Europe— no 
hope of seeinp: your principle spread. Yours is a happy c.ouulry, 
per, tie men. Yon bad more than fair play. You bad active, opera- 
rive aid from Europe In your etru^ole I'm- independence, whieh, once 
achieved, vou so ',>dseiv- us'-d as to become a nrodiey of freedom unci 
welfare, and a jloisk of i'.ife to nations, ii'ui. we,' in Europe— we, 
unhaopfy, have no sueh lair ]day with us, against t;very palpitation 
of Liberty. All despots are united in a common league, and you 
mav he sure despots will never yield to the mora; influence of your 
great example. They hate the very existence of this example. It 
!9 the sorrow of their thoughts and the incubus of their dreams. To 
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Kiop its moral inlluenco abroad, and to cheek ils sproadin:; develop, 
liienl. at homo, is what they wish, kistoad of yii'!(li:i;r id i^s ml'uoiice. 
We will have no fair play. The Cossack "already rules, by Louis 
N'apoieon'.s usiiipetim!, to tin? very borders (if the Atlantic Ocean. 

One of your erea,. statesmen — now to my soi ri.cy bound to the skii 
Bed of advanced ae:e — alas, thai. T inn deprived of the udder: which 
his vrisdotn could iti.ve imparted lo me— your grrar. stato-min iohi 
l.be world thirty your., a™ lhai Paris was transferred to Hi. Petors- 
.btii'o'. Wliiil would he now say, when St. I'eiorsbari; is transfei red 
to Paris, and Europe is but an append!:; lo Russia ? Alas ! Europe 
can no longer secure to Europo iiiir plu.y. A'ibion only remains. 
"iii. even Albion casks n. sorrowful glance over the wu.ves. Still we 
will stand our place, sick or swim, live or die. You snow the word. 
It is your own. Wo will follow ii. It will be a bloody path Io 
tread". Despots have conspired against tho world. Terror spreads 
over Keropc.vni.i ascicipaeine; persecution rules from Paris to Feslb. 
There is a. oloomy silence, like io" silence of na;uro before die ter- 
rors of a. hurricane. Ii. is a sensible silence, only disturbed by the 
thousand- fold rattiin:: of muskets by whicli Napoleon murders the 
people which ;;ave him a home when he was an exile, ami by the 
groans of now martyrs in Sicily, Si.iiii.ii, Vienna and Pesth. The 
very syiupathv which I met in Englai;i!, ;md was e.vpoeled to meet 
here, throws inv skiers into tiio duie.foons of Austria. Well. Cod's 
will be done. 'The heart may break but duly will he done. We 
wil! stand in our place, though Io us in Europe there be no fair play. 
But so inoeh 1 hope, that no just, man on earth can charge me Willi 
unbecoming a rrog.i.rieo. when hero, on I his soil of freemen, [ [;ueel 
eown and raise my pruver to God—" Ahoigs:;.- FaLlmr of Itmnamly, 
will The merciful arm'uoi raise a. power on carlo to proteel. the law 
of nations, when there are so litany to violate it. '.' : ' It. is a prayer 
and nod Jug ei-s Whal wotcd remain to too opposed if they were 
not permitted to pray 1 '['he resi is in the hand of God. 

Gentlemen, T know whore I stand. No honor, no encouraging 
generosity, will make me over forget where I stand ami what is due 
from mo to yea. liar,: mv duty i.- silen'.ly to await what, you in your 
wisdom will he pleased to pronounce about thai which public opinion 
knows to he my prayer and my aim, aed be it your will to pronoim.ee, 
or oe it your will not lo lake notiee of i:.. I wii! understand your will, 
and how before ii with davoiion, love, and graiitude to your generous 
people, to your ijlorions land. Rut one single word, even here, I 
may be penuitied io say, only such a word as may secure me from 
bemg misunderstood. I came lo the noble-minded peo.de of the 
United Htaiss Id ehiim its generous operative sympathy for the im- 
pending stiuggic of oppressed iVeedciu oc the lluvopeau Continent, 
and I freely interpreted the hopes and wishes wdiicii these oppressed 
nations entertain, bat as to your groat. Ucpuhiic, as a. State, as ;' 
power on earth, I stand before the Statesmen, Senators and l.egisia- 
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tors of that Republic, (inly 10 :ij(m-]-!;i:l] from their wisdom and expe- 
rience wdiu.t is their judyoiiciit upon a question of national law ami 
international righl. I hope;!, and now hope, that they will by the 
foreboding events on the other great continent, feel induced to" pro- 
nounce in (hoe their vole about" (.Hut law and (hose, rights, and 1 
hoped mid hope i.hii.t in proncrinelng their vole, iciviil bo in ll.o bran! 
pii i ; '.■.[ | :■". :'H of i liter national jusiice, mid consonant wild llioir ropttbli- 
e:in institutions and their democratic life. 

That is all I know and Europe knows— the hiiinonse weight of 
such a pronunciation from such a place. But never had I the impi- 
ous wish to fry to entangle this great, blepublle ini.o diliiouhies incon. 
aister.il with its own welfare, its own soeuriry, it.-, own interest. I 
lather repeatedly and earnestly declared llrnt 'a war on this account 
by your country is utterly impossible, and a more phantom. I al- 
ways declared that the United Slates remained makers of (heir ac- 
tions, and tinder every circumstance will act us tbey inde.e consistent 
with ll.o supreme drones to themselves, lint 1 said "and s'ay !hai such 
a declaring of jus: principles would insure to ihe nnlioiis'of Europe 
Juir play in Iheir struggle for freedom and independence, because the 
declaration of such a power as your Republic will be respected even 
where it is not lilted ; and Europe's oppressed nations will loo' cheered 
in resolution, and doubled in strength, to mnininin ihe decision of 
their American brethren on their own behalf with liioi.r own lives. 
There is an immense power in the idea to be rip;hi, when this idea 
is sanctioned by a nation like yours, and when the foreboding- ful.uro 
will become present, there is an immense field for private benevolence, 
and sympathy upon the oasis of '.he broad principles of international 
jiistic.u pronounced in the sanctuary of your people's collective ma- 
jority. So much to guard me against mi* understanding 1 . 

Sir, I must fervently ihank yon for the acknowledgment that my 
country has proved won by to be free. Yes, :.;euUernen.l feel proud 
of my nation's character, heroism, hive of freedom and vil.alilv, and 
I bow with revererrlial ewe before the decree of Providence which 
placed my country in a position thiil, without its restoration to inde- 
pendence, there U no posi.ddidy tor freedom end the independence 
of nations on the European comment, E,;-p\i what now in France 
is about to pass, pvoyes the truth of this. Every disappointed hope 
with which Europe looked towards Fiance, is a degree more added 
to the imp or la. nee of .Identity to Ihe world. Upon our plains were 
fought the decisive l.-aeios lor Christendom. There will be fought 
the decisive Initio for lire in lepfiidence of nalions, for .slate riL'hts/ibi 
iiiferuaiioiiid lavf, and for democratic liberty. We will live free or 
die like mm ; but .-dumb! my people lie doomed to die, it will bo the 
iirsi. whose death will not lie recorded as a suicide, but us a martyr- 
dom for the world ; and liiiure ages will mourn over the sail fate "of 
ihe lfa;;y;i.r race, doomed to perish, not because in (he nineteenth 
cenlury ihi-ro was nobody io protect the laws of nature and of na- 
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lure's God. But I look to the future with confidence and vvif.li hope. 
Adverskioi, iiasiiifo;-:.! ol' a temposl -tossed life, could, of course, not 
fail So imnai" a mark of cheerfulness !!]}(>i) my heart, which, if no: a 
eoa'-ci 1 of jov, is at least a p.aai-antee aiodusi. sLmguhie illusions. 1, 
for mvseif, would not wan; the hope of sucecss for doing what in 
■adit ',i; my. Tiio sense of duly woi'.IJ :=.uiiIco. Thorebre, wneo I 
none, ii lias nnl.bmc; in common wilh thai desporaie inslirjct of a 
l [i-iV-.vi;iii;r man, who, Im.if sunk, is still grasping at a straw fur hep. 
No; when I hope, there is motive for the hope. 

J have a steady r'jj Li ! e in principles. I dare- say lh.it experience 
tumdn mo the hciie of events, in connexion v.'iih principles. I have 
lafiomod the end're Horn of this myslcry, arid was,' pe.'v -iv-. |i ec 
in mv ea.lcuh.lions there, about 0:100 in my hie, 1 -supposed. 11 pvsii- 
chde'to exist in a certain quarter, where, ineieed. no iirnimj.'e p -<:v, ; :i 
to exiiit.. It was a huvribis' inis-.nke, and result 
"■''if present condition of hmropo is a very oeosotpicneo of it ; but 
p-.'eoiselv this condition of fhirope p-oyes : i did jn'l waoioify .■.i i : i v..v 
a principle to exist there, whore 1 none would hisve CMsieil. 

Til" consequences could not have failed to arrive as 3 hive e.oiiuuu. 
ph.ied ilioin well. There is a providence in every (act. Vfnmout 
this mis:nkc, die prindnlcs of American 
1 k,-r->- time vet, line a sterile soil on thut. contuse);;, where it was 

.■,,■, , !■ ■. I .. i.,',,m to belon;; ■'■ i'Ven ■ ■ '■■ "■ ■ ■' 

stand thai : Thai cilhor die Continent, of SC alone nns no fmure at all, 
or lhi-t fmuro is American P.o.iubhcamsiu. And who could bolieeo 
dial three huudreo. mil lions of mat C.simmi n!, whhdi hi the moiaoro! 
civili'/a'.ien, are not to have nuv future al. ali '.' Siuch a doubt, wen . ; 
be Imosi bhe'uhem'.'aivainsi 1'roviaeneo. li-nUhem is a I'reviilenee, 
indeed -a jus:' a bo'aiiffnl Providence- -1 trasl, '.villi llie piety of my 
reimion in it ; 1 dare tay my very haioble self wis* a eoiiimiia. in ■ 
imminent of it. ll.o'.v could 1 be else in sueo a coiahcoe -,y, I was— 
liern net conspicuous iiv any prominent abilities ? H'avir.jr nothing 
in me mere titan an iron will which r.oihin;; can iiond, anil la- con- 
sciousness of bciixr. right, how con id I. under the most arduous eiv- 
cu instances, aoeoinplisu many a thing which my sense of honest duty 
prompted me : -° understand? . . 

Oil, there is, indeed, a Providence which rules, even m my hem;; 
here, when four months a;jo I was yet a. prisoner 0! tne leau.ue of 
Enniii-an despots, in far Asia, am! the m, icpiMhy v, 1 1. h your ;den- 
,,--, oeo-de honor me vilh. and the hi.di benelh of I ho welcome of 
Vi) ir'Ciimo-ess, and the honor to he your fine :'.— 10 be 'J. ■; ::'! ■-.. <■■'■■ 
voiir area! Rfimblif. — I. the poor, uiimbie, lineieieiieinc; omIo- is 
there not a very neellhnhm mainfestai.ion of I'rovideuce in it. ■!— die 
more when I remember dial ihe name of year lomibUe imt laanklul 
tv-mv is, by the furious ras;e of Ihe Ausirian lyruul : io tie ;;ahow,i 
nahed. Your c'enerosilv is L :i-:. 
lican principles against despotism. I firmly trust to those principles; 
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ami rolyb;.' upon litis very Fact ui your L'oiiomsiLy, I ruay ae permit- 
ted to -it}' that ilia; n'soot/.alile nrj;i.ii (if the free prsr-ss laay Ljo mis- 
liiiton. Wiiii-.li aiiiNj-.mci'd that 1 eonsirlorod my comb;;- hither to be a 
failure. I confidently trust that the ua.tiorts of Europe havo a future. 
! ;un aware that the 'future is contradicted. Bayonols may supoort, 
but aliord no chair to ait upon. I trust to the future of my native 
land. because I know tliii.'. is worthy to liru'o k ; and it is necessary 
to the dos-.bbs of humanity. 1 trust to the prbcblcs of republican- 
ism, wsiarevLT he my pergonal fate. So much T know, that my 
country will ron;einh : ir you and your glorious land with cut! a sling 
grutitude. 
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